Part I---GOD’S DEALINGS WITH NATIONS AND WITH INDIVIDUALS

Jesse M. Hendley

Judges 6 and 7

Now, friends if you have your Bibles turn with me to Judges, the 6th chap​ter. We will study Judges 6 and 7 in the next few broadcasts in order that we might see a wonderful thing about how God deals with nations and deals with individual men. You know, God is GOD, and He is determined that the human race shall know it.

In Exodus the 20th chapter, and verse 3, God says, "Thou shalt have no other gods before Me." More liter​ally, "besides Me." So we have in that text "gods" (plural) or GOD (singular). We've got to make our choice, actually, individually, whether we are going to follow "gods" or THE LIVING GOD. "Thou shalt have no other gods beside Me." So we must make that choice.

Now in the 6th chapter of the Book of Judges we have a wonderful study of God's dealing, first of all, with the nation of Israel. We must remember that is the way He deals with other nations, too. Because even though we live in the New Testament times, God's attitude, God's nature, God's principles, never change. "I the Lord change not," is the tremendous word found in the Book of Malachi. And then in the Book of James we read, "In Whom there is no variableness nor shadow of turn​ing." God never varies. God never changes. His spiritual principles abide through the ages, His dealings with na​tions, and His dealings with individuals.

Now, first of all, we are going to learn about God's dealing with the nation of Israel, and it is very applica​ble unto us today because of the na​tion in which we live and the times in which we live. The Bible certainly is throwing light on the circumstances of the people today.

Now in chapter 6 of the Book of Judges we read these words in verse 1: "And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian seven years. And the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel; and because of the Midianites the children of Israel made them the dens which are in the mountains, and caves, and strong​holds." So we read that was a tremen​dous judgment upon Israel.

Now let's look, first of all, in verse 1. "And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord." Let's notice, then, what evil is.

We ask the question sometimes, "What IS sin? What is WRONG? What is EVIL?" We could go into a lot of philosophical speculations about what evil is, what sin is, but what is the use? We want to get down to brass tacks. We want to know the answer to the question in everyday language. People are wanting to KNOW today, "What is evil? What is sin?" Young people particularly are coming to me as an evangelist, and the things of the world are calling on one hand with the things of God calling on the other, and they are asking the question, "What is the right way to take?"

Now, let's look: "And the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord." Now notice. "Evil" is anything that is wrong in God's eyes. We are not ade​quate, because we are sinners, to judge what is right and wrong. We have "Conscience,” to be sure, in some meas​ure, to know what is right and wrong. But because so many of us have silenc​ed Conscience and have not listened to its voice, we can no longer use Con​science as a judge. We are also a fallen creature. We are born with a sinful na​ture. What is sin to God may not be to man. We are finding that everywhere we turn today as we compare how peo​ple are living today with the Word of God. Let's remember then from this text, Judges 6:1, that EVIL is whatever is wrong IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD. That is, whatever GOD says is evil, IS EVIL, Whatever GOD says is sin, IS SIN, and is WRONG for us. Just like a little child; a child cannot know

what is right or wrong in many in​stances. In many instances it does know, instinctively. But, it may not know, definitely, what is right and what is wrong. Sometimes it knows right from wrong and sometimes it doesn't. And so it is with us. Because of a fallen na​ture, because of incomplete knowledge, we cannot judge that which is evil, that which is sin.

Now where are we going to FIND the norm, the life that God wants us to live, the life that is a life free of the awful blight and consequences of evil and sin? The answer is, "What​ever GOD SAYS is wrong, is wrong. Whatever GOD says is good, is good." AND WE FIND THAT RECORDED IN THE BIBLE.

"The children of Israel did EVIL IN THE SIGHT OF THE LORD." Now that means two things. It can mean one or both of these things. It can mean, first of all, that whatever they did that was wrong, God was looking at them. That Scripture is TRUE. "The eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth, beholding the evil and beholding the good," we read in the Bible. That is God's Word. His eyes rove through the earth. He knows our thoughts afar off. God is away off, but He knows our thoughts. He can see even our thinking. We do not know even the depths of our own thoughts. We do not know the evil that is in our thinking. But God knows. David said, "Lord, deliver me from presumptuous sins, and secret sins." Secret sins are sins that David didn't even see himself---sin in his mind, sin in his heart, that he himself judged not as sin and yet God did. He said, "Lord, You forgive me of those that I can't even see as sin, and yet are sin in Your eyes." He knew God as a very HOLY God. So, the children of evil did evil in the SIGHT of the Lord. That can mean then that God can see the evil that men do.

It can mean also (and in this case I think it can mean both) that whatever is evil in God's opinion, in God's reck​oning, whatever God sees and says is evil, THAT IS EVIL. Where are we going to find that? God doesn't "whisper" to us! No, sir, we find it IN THE PAGES OF THE BIBLE, the Divine Revelation of the Will of God. Let's remember that. Then how im​portant it is to know the BIBLE!

You know, we are living in days of complexity. How we need to know the Word of God! I was reading the other day something about the famous man of God, D. L. Moody, and somebody was commenting that, oh, Moody did occasionally read some books, but he wasn't very much for books other than the Bible. His main reading was the Word of God. This man, who knew his life, said that somebody would give him a book, and at night when he re​tired he would try to read a few pages but he didn't read very much; it didn't interest him too much. And he would lay aside that volume given him by a friend and pick up his old, worn BIBLE and fall asleep reading his Bible! Well, that's wonderful. I say to you today that one of the greatest ERRORS today is the matter of sin, and WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT SIN IS BECAUSE WE DO NOT STAY IN THE BIBLE.

Now that involves a problem. We are living in a complex civilization. In the study of memory work, most of us know that the important thing is to GO OVER what we are learning. REPETI​TION is important. Another thing about memory work, they tell us, is that whatever you study late at night before you retire will be in your sub​conscious mind and you tend to re​member that last thing that you think about before you go to sleep. How im​portant then that that be thoughts of God and His Word and spiritual things, rather than of the literature of this world, because that is what we re​member. That is what stays with us the most. People who are authorities on memory say that we forget almost im​mediately most of that which we read about, and that in the matter of learn​ing it is important to keep in mind what we WANT to remember; and that most of us forget much of that which we read because when we read something we want to retain we go to something else, and that comes into the mind and blots out the other, and that in turn is blotted out by some​thing else. And so, our minds are drawn away from what we started out to remember.

Now how true that is in the spiritual realm. We go to church and hear the Word of God. We read the Bible. But then we go to something else and im​mediately it is blotted out of our minds. You may say, "Preacher, do you mean we are just to read the Bible?" Well, I don't know but what if we can't re​tain it any other way that would be the best thing to do. I know we can read other things. But we ought to read the other things simply for relaxa​tion, to kick us right back to God's Word. For the most important thing in the world is to keep the Word of God in our minds, particularly what God says about the manner in which we live and about that which is sinful in our lives. How important it is then, if we want to live pleasing to God, TO KNOW GOD'S WORD.

We read that the children of Israel "did evil in the sight of the Lord," and remember, evil is done IN HIS SIGHT and evil is that which GOD SAYS IN THE BIBLE is evil or sinful. Let's remember that. So let's read in the Bible what God says IS SIN, and then let's TURN AWAY from that. Let's read in the Bible what God says is pleasing to Him, and then let's DO those things that are pleasing in His sight. LET'S DO THAT, friends, and it will be a blessing.

Now let's notice. He is talking about the children of Israel. Let's remember that ALWAYS judgment follows evil! JUDGMENT FOLLOWS EVIL. The children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord delivered them into the hand of Midian (their enemies) seven years. They were in slavery to their enemies seven years. The oppressor came upon them. War came upon them. They became slaves to their enemies for seven years. What do we learn? We learn that evil is al​ways followed by JUDGMENT. In​evitably so, we cannot do wrong with​out God having to judge and punish.

Now WHY? Not because God is just an arbitrary Judge; it doesn't mean that at all. But I must vindicate God. You see, GOD has the responsibility of looking after the Universe. God has the responsibility of looking after the heavens and the earth. God has the re​sponsibility over all spiritual, mental and physical dealings, and God has the responsibility over all personality, spiritual and human. And, in order to GOVERN all personalities for their well being, God has to make RULES, to keep individuals and groups from destroying the well being of the mass​es. But everything that God does is for GOOD and out of MERCY. Even JUDGMENT. We read that judgment is "God's strange act." He delights in mercy, not judgment! That is Scripture. God delights to have mercy, to forgive, to blot out sin. That is what God delights to do. But, when God HAS to judge, He doesn't hesitate; He steps in and judges! You take in the judgment of the Flood; God HAD to do it. He pled with the people. He tried to get them to do right and they wouldn't do right. They corrupt​ed themselves. They corrupted their children. They were going to corrupt unborn generations. So IN MERCY God had to just completely clean up that whole mess and start all over again. All the way through the Bible you will find that that is God's method of dealing. God WITHHOLDS judg​ment on sin just as long as He can, but if there is not repentance then God will bring judgment. God always MUST punish SIN. Let's remember that, from verse 1 of Judges, chapter 6. When the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the Lord, the Lord delivered them into the hands of their ENEMIES, to wake them up! And friends, so it is with us today. When we do evil, God must judge us.

Now my time is nearly up, but we are going on in this wonderful pass​age. You will want to listen in, because 

there are some wonderful spiritual truths here to glean from these two chapters.

But I want to remind you of this: this same principle of God's JUDG​MENT obtains in the matter of SAL​VATION. God NEVER forgives in the sense of just "overlooking" sin, just "turning aside" and letting it go on. God ALWAYS PUNISHES sin. Sin ALWAYS must be judged.

Now you take in the case of the sinner, the unsaved. SIN must be pun​ished. God's LAW is that the wages of sin is DEATH. God's justice demands that when we sin DEATH must be the payment, the result, of sin. All right. But Jesus steps in and says, "Father, I'll take the judgment." And He goes to the Cross and takes all of our sins and pays for them with His own Blood. HE DIES. The law of God is satisfied. The justice of God is satisfied. Then when you accept JESUS as your Savi​our and accept the fact that HE DIED FOR YOU, God can forgive you! Not because He "overlooks" the payment of your sins, which is death, but be​cause GOD HIMSELF, in the Person of His Son, PAID FOR YOUR SINS. He took on Himself what was coming to you! He was judged in your place. So THE CROSS WAS A JUDGMENT UPON YOUR SIN. And that is why God is RIGHTEOUS to forgive us when we confess our sin because Christ has already paid for them IN DEATH, and God would be UNRIGHTEOUS if He DIDN'T forgive, because of Christ's death. And God is NEVER unrighteous.

So when the devil comes to you com​plaining about your sins, Christian, you can say, "God forgives me for Christ's sake. Jesus has already paid for every sin of my life. He was judged with DEATH, in my place. True, the wages of sin is death. BUT JESUS has died in my place, and I'm FREE. God SAYS SO in His Word, and THAT SETTLES IT."

Now to you who are unsaved. You are still in your sins today, FACING JUDGMENT AND HELL, ETERNAL SEPARATION FROM GOD. But if you will come to JESUS today and AC​CEPT HIM as having been judged for YOUR sin, IN YOUR PLACE, then the minute you put your trust in Him you are forgiven. God doesn't say you have to cry day and night; He will forgive you instantly when you come to Him. Come to Him RIGHT NOW and say, "0 God, I accept Jesus being judged in my place, as my Saviour and Lord. I put my trust in Him as the One tak​ing the wages of my sin, which is death, so that I will never have to be separat​ed from You eternally in Hell, and so that I can come to live with you in heaven forever. I ACCEPT JESUS, judged in my place, that I might never have to die and be separated from You eternally."

That is the way of salvation. Will you settle the matter today?
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