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Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Judges, chap​ter 6, and we are studying today the man whom God blesses, the kind of life God MUST bless, God will bless, God can bless. There are certain elements in our character, certain things that we do, certain attitudes that we have, that God must inevitably bless! We find these in the life of Gideon.

Gideon was a God-called man. But God is calling to everybody today. God's CALL is going out today as nev​er before. In Old Testament times God called individuals, skipping here and there, to do His work; today God calls everyone. He calls us to service. EV​ERYONE is to serve, from the least to the greatest, from the smallest to the largest, from the youngest to the old​est. EVERYONE is to serve the Lord. "A servant of the Lord" is a synonym for a CHRISTIAN, in the New Tes​tament. A Christian is to be a servant of the Lord.

Now we found, in the elements of the life of Gideon, three that are very vital. I simply mention them now. First of all, Gideon was a man of humility. He said he was from a poor family in Manesseh and the least in his father's house. Secondly, he believed God. He believed God to the extent that he put Him to the test; he asked God for a sign. Then the third thing, he gave God an offering. We read about that offer​ing in verse 18. He asked the angel of the Lord to wait until he (Gideon) brought forth an offering. "Wait until I bring forth my present." MY PRES​ENT. Literally, "my meat offering."

I have called your attention to the fact that all through the Bible God expects offerings of His people. We are to offer up prayer and praise and our substance, our time and talents, and OURSELVES, our total personali​ty. "First they gave themselves," we read. That is, body, mind and spirit TO THE LORD. That means all your thinking for the Lord, all your activity for the Lord, all your very LOVE, to the Lord. That is in the first and greatest Commandment. God, my friends, is looking for presents from us---not be cause He wants the presents them selves, but because when you love you GIVE. You have presents at home that are dear to you, not because of their monetary value, but because of the sentiment that is attached, the love that came with that gift and that present, and it is a precious thing to you And so, God is looking for offerings Gideon gave an offering to the Lord

I have already mentioned that we are to put our faith in Jesus. Then when we are saved we are to offer our time, talents, our substance, totally to the Lord.

Let me say again that Christianity demands a complete COMMITTAL Faith is not simply an attitude of dependence upon the Lord, but it is coupled with a committal of SELF to Him and to all He stands for in His service. Now that is a definition of FAITH that is "New Testament." We need it today, because multitudes of people walk down an aisle and join the church and get baptized that NEV​ER THINK of committing THEM​SELVES to the Lord. Faith is a COM​MITTAL. Faith is a total committal! Jesus must be LORD! LORD means, "Master," and until you make Him the Master of your life, and until I make Him the Master of my life, we have no right to call ourselves CHRIS​TIANS, for we are not. A CHRISTIAN is one who has an attitude of depend​ence upon CHRIST, and with it, a COMPLETE COMMITTAL OF SELF---body, mind and spirit---TO CHRIST and what He stands for, to His service, to His work. It demands an attitude of dependence and an attitude of loyalty to what He stands for. You find that in the pages of the New Testament. You put your so-called FAITH up against that (and that's Bible!) and see whether it stands the test, or whether it WITHERS under the burn​ing, flaming test of what God says in His Word!

Gideon gave an offering to the Lord. Gideon comes and says, "Wait till I bring forth my present!" And Gideon went in and made ready a kid, a kid of the goats, and some unleaven​ed cakes of an ephah of flour. The flesh he put in a basket, and broth in a pot, and brought it out to them under the oak and presented it. And the angel of God said unto him, "Take the flesh and the unleavened cakes and lay them upon the altar, and pour out the broth and Gideon did so. Then the angel of the Lord put forth the end of his staff that was in his hand, touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes, and there rose up FIRE out of the rock and CONSUMED the flesh and the unleavened cakes. Then the angel of the Lord departed out of his sight."

Notice the FIRE there. FIRE is always a symbol of the Presence of God! God came down in a FIRE on top of Mount Sinai. God appeared in a BURNING bush, in a flame of fire to Moses when He called him as the de​liverer of Israel. God appears unto Gideon IN FIRE! And all the way through. We read that our God is a consuming fire! GOD IS A FIRE, puri​fying, cleansing, destroying that which needs to be destroyed, but purifying and causing to shine forth in its bright​ness that which can stand the test of the fire of God's Holy Presence! My, my, my. At the Judgment Day there will be FIRE! In the Book of Daniel we read God is coming as a flame of FIRE. There will be a FIERY FLAME for the unsaved. Thousands of Angels, many thousands, will be ministering unto Him, ten thousand times ten thousand standing before Him, the judgment set and the books opened! On that Day the ENEMIES of the Lord shall be gathered into FIRE. FIRE is symbolic of God's Presence.

When Gideon perceived that it was the angel of the Lord, he said, "Alas, 0 Lord God, for I have seen an angel of the Lord face to face!" And the Lord said unto him, "Peace be unto thee. Fear not. Thou shalt not die."

God's Presence doesn't mean death for God's man. God's Presence does not mean death for the man who is humble, for the man who believes God, for the man who loves God and proves it by giving offerings and presents to the Lord. No, to the man who is humble, to the man who believes God, to the man who proves his love by giving offerings to the Lord, God says, "Peace be unto thee. Fear not. Thou shalt not die." Peace be unto thee! Isn't that great? Isn't that wonderful? Isn't that tre​mendous? God gives His true people PEACE AND FEARLESSNESS. And if you and I are all upset and disturbed we are not in right relationship to God somehow or other.

Notice. "Then Gideon built an altar to the Lord and called it Jehovah Shalom," which means, "The Lord my Peace." The Lord - PEACE! (There is no word between.) Wherever you find the Lord, PEACE, if you are in right relationship to Him. Not judgment, not hell, not terror. Wherever men are right with God there is peace!

Gideon was a humble man. Gideon believed God. Gideon loved God and proved it by giving offerings to the Lord. And the Lord appeared unto Gideon and said, "PEACE be unto thee. Fear not. Thou shalt not die." And Gideon built an altar there unto the Lord and called the altar, "Jehovah Shalom." The Lord - Peace. Isn't that great? The Lord - PEACE. So God gives to His people peace and fearless​ness. Peace and courage! Peace and a wonderful victorious spirit. Isn't that a wonderful statement? "Fear not. Peace be unto thee. Thou shalt not die."

You who are listening to me today​ God has not changed. Jesus came with this same message! "Peace be unto thee." "Go in peace," He said to one who came to Him without peace, but who MET Him. You come disturbed and distressed, but you go away in peace. Christ gives the blessing of PEACE. Christ gives it today! You can't find the life of peace and fear​lessness and courage apart from the Lord. We read in the New Testament, "HE is our Peace." Christ is. He has MADE peace by the Blood of His Cross. The God who gives peace to His peo​ple will give peace to each of us who are humble, believe God and love Him and prove it by giving offerings to Him of our time and talent and sub​stance, loving Him with all our heart and mind and spirit, loving Him FIRST, proving it by our actions.

Now we found in the character of Gideon, a type of the man whom God blesses, humility, faith in God, love to God proven by the giving of offerings, and now the next thing (the fourth thing) is that he BUILT AN ALTAR UNTO THE LORD. Now an altar is a place of worship, a place of the giving of gifts.

We first read about an altar back yonder when Abel offered up his sac​rifice to God. He had to have an altar. There was an altar at the Gate of Eden. Men built altars to worship God. After the Flood Noah built an altar to the Lord and offered sacrifice to God, gave God a present. All through the Old Testament period we have AL​TARS. Elijah built a little altar on top of Mount Carmel, put on it a sacrifice, and God sent down the fire from heaven and consumed the sacrifice. That meant, "This is acceptable to Me." So altars were the place of giving something to God. We read concerning Abraham the same thing: Abraham built an altar to the Lord, bound Isaac and was going to sacrifice his own son, giving the dearest thing of his heart, TO GOD, Who was dearer than his son to him! God stopped him, of course. But there that man SHOWED how much he loved God, by what he would GIVE.

You and I show how we love by what we give. You give to your dear​est loved ones everything you have ---your time, your talent, your money. There is nothing too dear if you love someone. GOD we love above ALL. So this man Gideon built an altar to the Lord. What about YOUR altar, friend? First of all, the New Testament says, "We have an altar." All through the Old Testament we read of the altar as a place of sacrifice, place of giving something to God that pleases Him.

Now our first offering unto God must be His own Son, CHRIST CRU​CIFIED! We have an altar! We New Testament Christians have an altar. It isn't like the old ones. It isn't made of rock and stone with a lamb or animal offered in sacrifice to God. No, we don't come with that. That was all TYPICAL, as it pointed forward to GOD'S LAMB, CHRIST. But we HAVE an altar, and that altar is THE CROSS WHERE GOD'S LAMB, JESUS, GAVE HIMSELF, AS OUR SACRI​FICE FOR SIN. But that isn't made good to you, it is not put to your account and mine, until WE COME to that altar, SPIRITUALLY---not literally, but SPIRITUALLY. It is ACTUAL, to be sure, but in the spi​ritual realm. It is in our hearts, in the innermost resources of our soul, that we erect an altar to God. In our hearts, we say, "Lord, here is His Cross! JESUS is MY Lamb. JESUS died in my place. He is the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world, and I am part of the world, so He took away MY sin. He Himself took our sins in His own body on the tree, that we being dead to sin might live unto righteousness."

So by GIVING HIM as my Sacrifice, by accepting HIM, and offering HIM to God as my Lamb, bearing MY guilt and My sin, THEN I become DEAD to sin. Sin has no hold over me, as far as salvation is concerned. So I have no more fear. For my Lamb took my place! My Lamb died for me! And my Lamb is THE LORD JESUS, THE LAMB OF GOD, that taketh away the sin of the world. WE HAVE AN AL​TAR TODAY, in the New Testament period. That altar is THE CROSS OF JESUS. It is the place where we first offer to God HIS OWN SON, by which we identify ourselves with Jesus. We offer God FIRST not ourselves, not our good works (until we are born again they are as filthy rags in God's sight and unacceptable); man cannot give God anything UNTIL he first gives God GOD'S OWN SON IN SAC​RIFICE FOR HIS SINS. Which means that you ACCEPT GOD'S SON as your LAMB, your SACRIFICE. You accept HIS DEATH as the payment for your sins. The wages of your sin is death, and Jesus took that penalty for you, dying in your stead. And when you come and offer to God CHRIST CRU​CIFIED, Christ your Lamb, Christ dy​ing as your Sacrifice, Christ taking your place and your wages of sin, THEN God forgives you and saves you. That is pleasing to the Lord. That is the first offering you can give God.

That means, then, that an UNSAV​ED PERSON, who hasn't done that, hasn't accepted Jesus as his Lamb, Hasn't offered Jesus to God, CANNOT GIVE GOD ANYTHING. That man can't please God EXCEPT through the offering of Jesus to God. "The carnal mind is at enmity to God, is not sub​ject to the Law of God, neither indeed can be, so that THEY THAT ARE IN THE FLESH cannot please God." You cannot please God in anything you give God until you come in God's way. You can't sing praises in church, can't sing Gospel songs, teach a Sunday School class, be a deacon, be a church member, all that is a stench to God and you can't please God or give Him a thing UNTIL YOU GIVE GOD HIS SON IN SACRIFICE---in your soul, in your heart and mind and spirit, in your thinking. CHRIST MUST BE YOUR FIRST GIFT TO GOD. Give Him The Lamb, in sacrifice! Give Him The Offering, of which all those lambs on the altars of Israel were simply a type! Then God will ACCEPT YOU, because the Lamb, Christ, DIED IN YOUR PLACE, and set you free.
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