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            GOD’S COMMAND TO "CHEER UP”








Now, friends, if you have your Bibles, I would like for you to turn with me to Joshua, the first chapter.  We are going to study today God's command to us to cheer up. To CHEER UP!  Someone said that the average person standing on the street and looking at the faces passing by will recognize that the average American looks unhappy.  Well, maybe that is so.  It is not too often that we see faces that are happy.  Someone else has said that in religion people are not happy, not enjoying God, not enjoying religion.  Well, there is a reason for that.  And to the people of God who will LISTEN, God has a BLESSING!  God has riches in His Word that will enable us to live the life of GOOD COURAGE and of STRENGTH, that is, spiritually, for God, that we need not be defeated by anything, that we as children of God HAVE VICTORY over everything that may come our way. “We are more than conquerors through Him that loved us." We ought to be living a life even greater than the life of a great conqueror with the whole world at his feet, everything beneath our feet, everything defeated, victorious over our circumstances and environments, over every fear without and within.  Actually, that is what God WANTS us to have. 


     


So we have here VICTORY OVER FEAR, and the way to have that is to have a character that is STRONG and OF GOOD COURAGE.





Now let's see this practically as we look at the Word of God today.  Remember that it IS very practical.  Not long ago I was reading about a lady who had by mistake received a check that had been made out for thousands of dollars when she was simply supposed to have received her salary for about a week's time.  Humorously she went to the bank to try to cash it, you know, and of course they wouldn't do it.  She wasn’t really trying to cash it and everybody knew it; she was just having a little fun with it.  She had thousands of dollars in that check, but it was no good.  It wasn't real.  It didn't belong to her.  





We look at the Bible and the wonderful Bible statements and say, "Well, that isn't for ME.  That might have been all right for Moses, or it might have been all right for Paul, and for other of God's servants, but not for ME.  Not for me, just a housewife here in the home.  Not for me, a worker in the field.  Not for me, not well-known." But God has something wonderful for EVERY ONE of His children!





Now in Joshua, the first chapter, it is interesting that God commands us to be strong and of good courage.  It is mentioned four different times in this first chapter of Joshua as God speaks to Joshua.  Now Moses had died, and Joshua was to take Moses’ place and to lead the people into the Promised Land, into their inheritance, which God had PROMISED unto them.  Now God keeps His promises, you know that.  We read about this remarkable man, Joshua, in the Book of Exodus.  On one occasion Moses pitched a tent outside of the tabernacle called the tent of meeting; that is, the tent of MEETING GOD and it was a place of prayer, a designated place of prayer.  That is very interesting, because we have seen that unless we have a time and a place of prayer our lives can never be what they OUGHT to be spiritually.  Jesus said, "When thou prayest, enter thy closet and shut thy door and pray to thy Father in secret, and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee." PRAYER, then, is the key thing, and if we do not set a time and place, we are not apt to pray!





Moses pitched a tent outside the camp, and he would go out there and pray to God, and meet God.  That tent was called the tent of MEETING.  The tent of meeting with God!  And Joshua, working with Moses, ALSO went into that tent to pray, and one of the great passages tells us that Joshua STAYED THERE before the Lord his God.  He was a man of prayer.  He  waited on the Lord.





Now Joshua is about to take over the leadership, for Moses is dead, and God calls Joshua to take Moses' place.  He is to lead the people of Israel into the inheritance.  They had been wandering around forty years in the desert, and now they are to go in and possess this land flowing with milk and honey, this land of Canaan, which God PROMISED to them.  God PROMISED it to them but they had to TAKE it.  There we learn from the Bible the Law of Appropriation.  We must LAY HOLD of that which God has promised us.  Paul uses this in Philippians, and said, "The one desire of my life, the one thing I RUN AFTER, is that I may LAY HOLD of that for which CHRIST LAID HOLD for me!" You see, Jesus came to save us.  That isn't just the forgiveness of sin.  He came to save us everyday, from our past sins, save us today, save us tomorrow, save us next week, next month, next year, through the ages of eternity.  All of ETERNITY and ITS GLORIES are included in this great salvation.  For it is ETERNAL salvation.  It is ETERNAL life. And when we get our eyes on that complete view of what salvation is, then, beloved, it becomes a tremendous thing to us.  That is what God means by WORKING out our salvation with fear and trembling, for GOD is working IN us.





As God calls Joshua to do this job, he commands him first of all to be STRONG and of good courage.  A man who is fearful and timid cannot do God's work. Paul writes to Timothy and says, "God has not given to us the spirit of cowardice, of fear, but He has given us the Spirit of love, of courage, and of a sound mind." So the Lord has given us His Spirit to encourage us, and when God calls us to do something He gives us the courage to do it.  Here four times in this first chapter of Joshua we have God commanding His servant to be STRONG and of GOOD COURAGE.





We find it first of all in verse 6, where God says, "Be strong and of a good courage, for unto this people shalt thou divide for an inheritance THE LAND which I swear unto their fathers to give them." Then verse 7, “Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do according to all the law." Then verse 9, "Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a good courage." The fact that God COMMANDS us means that He will be with us, and the results will be that we will be strong TO DO what God says to do, regardless of circumstances.  Then verse 18, "Only be strong and of a good courage.”





It will be wonderful for you to memorize verse 9 and carry it with you: "Be strong and of a good courage. Be not afraid.  Neither be thou dismayed.  For the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” I memorized that years ago and cannot tell you what that one statement has meant to my own heart over the years.  God's command, then, that His people who are called by Him with special call, shall be of good cheer, good courage, and strong. We are not to be weak in spiritual things.  If we walk with God and God is with us, and we are LIVING the Christian life, we'll not be defeated but we will be strong as of a good courage whatever our circumstances or environment may be.  God is bigger, God is greater, God is stronger, than all of our environment or circumstances can ever be.  GOD is the answer to all of our need.  So we are to be strong and of good courage.





In the Ephesians Epistle Paul tells these Ephesian Christians to be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.  If we are, "in Him," in right relationship with HIM, in the sphere of HIS plan, and if we are His children, why should we have any fear?  In Joshua God says, "I am with you.  Therefore, if I am with you, what is there to be afraid about?" It is wonderful to know, isn't it?





Coming again to the New Testament, the Lord Jesus used that expression again and again: "Be of good courage." Someone has translated it, "Cheer up!" It is the Greek word tharsei.  He speaks to a man who is a paralytic, and heals him, and says, "Be of good courage, (Cheer Up) Your sins are forgiven you." He talked to a woman and said, "Daughter, cheer up.  Your faith has made you whole." All the way through He uses "tharsei,” five or six different times.  In speaking of the world, and of the resistance of the ungodly of the world to the Gospel, Jesus says, "Be of good courage.  Cheer up!  I have overcome the world." In Acts 23: 11, He says to Paul, in a time of' great distress, "Cheer up, Paul as you have borne witness of Me in Jerusalem, you are going to bear witness of Me at Rome also."  So we have the wonderful word, "Be strong and of a good courage."





The children of Israel needed that word, because they  were going into the land. They sent ahead the spies to spy out the land, twelve men, one man from each tribe.  Joshua went in. Caleb went in.  The other ten went in with them, of' course.  They came back with their report to the people.  What was the report?  "Ah," they said, "The country is everything God SAID it was!  A land flowing with milk and honey!  The best of all lands!"


     


"But," they said, with downcast eyes and broken spirits, "We can't go in and take it because GIANTS are there, and they've got those cities that are walled to heaven (walls that looked like they were as high as heaven itself), and WE look like grasshoppers in their sight." Actually, they looked like grasshoppers in THEIR OWN sight.  Their hearts had melted.  "They had no courage.  All their hopes were dashed to pieces because they got their eyes on the things of earth rather than on God.  They got them off God and upon the PEOPLE of the land.  Off God's promise, and ON the threats of the people of the land that they were to take.





Now Joshua came and stood in the gap and said, "But God has PROMISED to give it to us!" And Caleb said, "They'll be bread to us -- we'll eat them up!  By GOD’S power!"  He believed the Lord.





We need to see that is the same failure down through the years: lack of faith in God and His Word of promise brings WEAKNESS and FEAR.  Now you remember that this was a case of TWO AGAINST TEN.  The TWO were right.  The ten were wrong.  We have a rule in our democracy that the majority rules.  Well, I'm glad the majority didn't rule THERE, aren't you?  According to the Bible, the majority ARE NOT right.  According to the Bible, there are FEW being saved.  It is the MANY who are traveling the broad road that leads to destruction.  FEW are traveling the straight and narrow way that leads to life.  Jesus called His Church a LITTLE FLOCK.  So the majority are not right.  People who don't come in GOD’S way are not right.  People who reject CHRIST are not right.  I am glad to be associated with the minority who are RIGHT, and the way you can know you are right is from God's WORD.  Because if you believe it and act on it, you will be fulfilling His will in your own life.





Those who did not BELIEVE GOD, but looked at the walls and the giants and the people and circumstances instead of God's PROMISE and God's POWER to conquer for them and give them the victory -- they WANDERED until every one of them was dead in the wilderness!  And Caleb and Joshua and the younger generation who had not been guilty of that UNBELIEF, WENT INTO the promised land while the others perished! They went in to the INHERITANCE.





That is a parable to us, my friends.  Joshua distributed the land to Caleb and to himself as God allotted it, and to the younger generation who had not been guilty of this terrible sin of unbelief, of refusing to believe God's Word and God’s promise.  Their FAILURE TO BELIEVE shut them out of the promised land.  They COULD NOT ENTER IN, the Book of Hebrews says, because of UNBELIEF.  And it is written in Hebrews as a warning unto us today.  We can only go in BY FAITH IN THE LORD GOD.





Now, about the inheritance.  An inheritance is something you don't earn, but it is GIVEN unto you.  In Psalm 16:5 we read, "The LORD is the portion of my inheritance." The Psalmist said "My inheritance is God. I am going to HAVE GOD forever.” Well, if you have God, you have everything else. How foolish then for people to look forward to storing up things and not have GOD!  If you have God, you have everything else.  You can have other things and not have God, and you'll lose even those THINGS, and God, too.





In Acts 20:32 we read that when people turn from their sins to CHRIST, they receive an inheritance.  The inheritance means heaven and all that God has!





In Ephesians 1:4 we read that the Holy Spirit's presence now in our heart is the EARNEST of our inheritance.  In order that we might KNOW that we are going to have God and heaven and all the glories of that wonderful world, God has sent His Spirit ALREADY into our hearts.  He is the "downpayment" and in due time God is going to give us all the rest!  You go and buy something at the store, and you put down a "downpaynent" to hold it.  What you are saying is, "This is the earnest money, and I’m coming back and pay the rest." That is what GOD is saying.  "I PROMISE you heaven.  But to let you know it, to secure the transaction, I give you the downpayment, the Holy Spirit, in your heart."





In Hebrews 9:15 we read that Christians  have received the PROMISE of an ETERNAL inheritance.  We've got the promise that we are going to have heaven forever!  GOD forever! - when we receive JESUS honestly as our SAVIOUR.





In Psalm 37:11 and repeated by Jesus in Matthew 5, we read that “the MEEK shall INHERIT the earth.”  "Meek" people here means those who HUMBLE themselves as sinners and come to God in the manner in which God tells us to come, humbly, confessing we are sinners, and trusting His way of salvation, which of course is CHRIST.  They shall inherit the earth! People who try to get along with God are here only temporarily.  They cannot inherit the earth.  God is going to destroy this present heaven and earth and create NEW heavens and earth, wherein there will only be "meek" people, people who LOVE GOD.  Isn't that wonderful?





In Matthew 25:34 the Lord will say, "Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you  from the foundation of the world." When Jesus comes again, the people who have been honest with Him will hear those words: "Inherit the kingdom."  We are going to rule and reign with Jesus in that wonderful period of a thousand years.





In Hebrews 6:12 we read that it is BY FAITH that we inherit the promises!  FAITH means TRUSTING GOD, living and acting upon His Word (even though we have never seen God) as though he is thoroughly trustworthy and will carry it out, which He WILL DO.





In Revelation 21:7, we shall inherit ALL THINGS as we live for God and live the overcoming life.  So you see, friends, those are the promises of the INHERITANCE, and you remember that Peter speaks of the inheritance incorruptible, undefiled., and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God.


     


Let's go back.  They could not ENTER IN to the promised land because of unbelief.  They came right up to the edge of the land, and they had faith enough to go through the wilderness and let God lead them, BUT when they got to the edge of the promised land and saw the giants and the walled cities, they said, "We are just grasshoppers in their sight," and they had no courage and no strength, and they DISBELIEVED GOD and they died.  God would not let them come into the inheritance.  They couldn't enter in because of unbelief.  Joshua and Caleb and the younger generation did enter in, because they believed God.





Now, beloved, friends, the lesson to us is, "HAVE FAITH IN GOD." Have faith in God and in His Christ!  Jesus said, "Ye believe in God.  Believe also in Me.  In My Father's house are many mansions.” If you believe in God, if you believe Christ is God's Son, if you believe there is a heaven, and if you believe God' s promises as you read them, your faith will be STRENGTHENED and you will be STRONG and of a good COURAGE.  And whatever comes, the bright days or the dark days, sickness, death, -- will not phase us and we can be strong and of good courage because we are TRUSTING GOD to bring us through TO THE INHERITANCE.  We are going to inherit all things God has promised us, because there is one thing God cannot do: He cannot lie.  He keeps His promises.  God help us all to have faith in Him and in His Christ!
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