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Revelation 1:9

If you have your Bibles, will you turn with me to Revelation 1:9. Here we have the marvelous words of John. The Prologue is verses 1‑3. Then in verse 4, we read, "John, to the seven churches, which are in Asia." John, the writer is John the beloved apostle who leaned on Jesus' breast, the man to whom God gave these sublime revelations, in order that he might give them unto us. "To the seven churches." Those were literal churches and God commanded that John write these things down not only for the seven churches in Asia, which have long since passed away, but also, for us today. Isn't it wonderful that God designed it FOR US.

In Revelation 2 and 3, time and again as God speaks to these churches, He says, "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear what the Spirit saith to the churches." So it is not only to the churches, but also to anyone who hath ears to hear. Not everyone has the ability to hear what the Spirit of God has to say. Only the SPIRITUALLY BORN, those who are born of the Spirit, those whom the Spirit of God begets, they are the only ones who have ears to hear what the Spirit has to say. So do not wonder if all people do not understand this Book of Revelation. There is a requisite: that we have been born of the Spirit of God and are in touch with the Spirit of God. Of course, there are some people, born of the Spirit, who do not understand. It is because of lack of reverence for His Words. Then again, they may not understand because of sin in the life, and sin grieves the Spirit of God that He cannot speak to us as He would if we were in touch with Him. So we must be born again of the Spirit of God, and we must live in accordance with the teachings of God's Holy Word, so that there is nothing in the way, that we might hear what the Spirit of God is saying.

Now notice this man John. In verse 9, we read, "I John, who also am your brother and companion in tribulation and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called Patmos."

"What are you doing there, John?"

"Well, Caesar banished me to the Isle of Patmos to work in the mines because I was preaching the Gospel. He banished me to persecute me. He placed me there as a criminal in order that I might slave for Rome."

Is that actually what God said? No. That is what Caesar thought, and they were the real, physical circumstances. But beloved, here is something God wants us to know as CHILDREN OF GOD: Everything that comes our way is permitted of God for a certain reason. John said, "I was in the Isle of Patmos NOT BECAUSE CAESAR BANISHED ME THERE. Caesar couldn't have done it at all if GOD had not given him that desire and that power. I was in the Isle called Patmos FOR THE WORD OF GOD, and for the TESTIMONY OF CHRIST, that it might be DELIVERED THROUGH ME to the churches in Asia and to the church down through the ages, on this earth." In verse 2, of this first chapter of Revelation, it is written, John "bare record of the Word of God and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all things that he saw."

So we learn there the wonderful lesson that God Almighty operates through even evil men to carry out His own will and His own purpose for His own people.

Not only that, but we learn that God has a plan, and man cannot resist God. The devil cannot resist God. It is impossible. From the earthly viewpoint, John was banished "by Caesar," but John says "No, it wasn't Caesar who banished me here; it was the Lord who put me here, that I might receive this tremendous revelation of His Mind, of the Consummation of the Ages, the coming Tribulation Period and the Second Coming of Christ, the Destruction of the World, the Creation of the New Heavens and New Earth, the Holy City for the Redeemed, the Lake of Fire for the Unsaved, all the tremendous FACTS TO BE FULFILLED. GOD put me on the Isle of Patmos for that reason."

Isn't that wonderful, GOD ruling and OVERRULING. Even the devil is subject to God. The devil cannot touch you except in the permissive will of God.

Then we learn that everything comes to a child of God for some reason. And that reason is for our good and God's Glory. There isn't any doubt about it. The Apostle Paul, when he was in a Roman prison, spoke of himself not as a prisoner bound with the chains of Caesar, but as a PRISONER OF JESUS CHRIST! The Lord Jesus Christ put those chains on him that he might bear witness to men of Him! CHAINS couldn't keep Paul from witnessing for Jesus. In fact he realized that he was there IN ORDER TO testify of Christ to those particular people.

My friend, if God has placed you in certain circumstances, He has placed you there as a witness for Himself. It may be a hard place. The jail in Philippi was not a pleasant place to stay. As Dr. Bob Jones says, "Paul didn't ask which was the best hotel in town. He asked, “How's the jail? Is it comfortable in the jail? What kind of jail do they have?” Well, that's humorous, but it certainly was so, because many times Paul was cast into jail. But he realized that he was put in jail for the glory of Christ. He didn't fight against it. He was a prisoner for CHRIST'S sake.

When they put John Bunyan in jail, he wrote Pilgrim's Progress. Lesser men would have fussed and fumed and fought and grown sour and cast faith overboard. Some would even have cursed God as being unjust. But John Bunyan dug into his Bible and heaven opened to him and he wrote of Pilgrim walking the narrow way to the Celestial City.

That is the difference, friends, in the way men receive the will of God. The revelation that God is operating in our lives comes in our circumstances. He has put us in these circumstance for our own good and His glory.

That same thing was true in the life of Jesus. The Scriptures said that Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem of Judea. You remember how Joseph and Mary were there in the city of NAZARETH, not in Bethlehem, and it looked as though the Scriptures would not be fulfilled. But just at the proper time, Caesar made a decree that the entire Roman world should be enrolled and that every citizen had to go back to the city of his birth in order that he might be enrolled properly. So Joseph had to go back to Bethlehem and he took Mary with him, and Jesus Christ was born in Bethlehem in Judea.

Now that looked like the decree of Caesar, but it was the decree OF GOD ALMIGHTY, and when the proper time came, God had Caesar, the greatest man of power in that day, make a decree throughout the Roman world that would drive Joseph and Mary back to Bethlehem. Thus the Messiah, the Son of the Living God, fulfilled the Scriptures that He should be born in Bethlehem.

So isn't it wonderful that our God is that kind of God? "What is God like today, Preacher?" He is just the same moving on in human history toward the Holy City, and He is working in all the affairs of men, taking His Redeemed safely on to Eternity to be with Him. So God Almighty is working IN ALL THE AFFAIRS OF MEN. There are NO HAPPEN‑SO'S.

One of the great revelations in the Book of Daniel is that God Almighty places over the kingdoms of earth the basest of men. It is GOD that raised up Cyrus, even though Cyrus didn't know Him. God called his name a hundred years before he was born and foretold the things he would accomplish! It was GOD that raised up Nebuchadnezzar and gave him power, and when Nebuchadnezzar would not honor God, God dethroned him for seven years and took his mind away from him and had him eat as a beast of the field, the very grass of the field, and then God gave his mind back to him when he was humbled enough to know that the Most High ruleth among the children of men and giveth the kingdoms to whomsoever He will. Yes, God is behind it all.

Sometimes we do not realize that. Sometimes we hear people talking about Mr. Truman, our President. (Now don't misunderstand me. I am not trying to get into politics. I am talking to you as a preacher, giving you God's viewpoint from the Bible.) But I am saying to you that Mr. Truman was placed in his position BY GOD. Now that is a bold statement, but I have Scripture for it. I remember when President Roosevelt died I was going to the radio station that morning to preach a certain message, and the manager asked me if I would say something about this tremendous world figure who had just died. And I opened the Book of Daniel, and from that Book I proved that GOD has placed Mr. Roosevelt there, that he was a man of destiny, and that GOD had put that man over the American nation during the Great War. Isn't it a "strange thing" that he died, just before the peace he so longed to see? And wasn't it "strange" that Mr. Truman was right there to step into his place? There was no vote cast. It wasn't the whim of the people. He was already there. I am not saying that God is back of Mr. Truman's mistakes. I am not defending him at all. I am simply saying that God is behind the world's rulers.

You say, "Did God put Stalin over there to create havoc over all the world?" He certainly has! "Why would God put a scourge like that on us?" Because, beloved, He is doing the best He can with us. When we won't let Him do it any other way. He will raise up a scourge against us! GOD was back of Hitler. God raised up Hitler as a scourge. "Well," you say, "MILLIONS DIED." Yes, but when you and I get to heaven, and can see as God sees, we will know that there were more people SAVED during that awful, dark period of Hitler's power than there would have been otherwise, for God looks at things from the eternal viewpoint, not from ours which is the viewpoint of time. And if God had let us rock on without some wars, we would have corrupted ourselves so horribly that the world wouldn't have been fit to live in, in a short time. WAR is a sign of deep sin and is a punishment of God. God sends it to keep us from corrupting ourselves so terribly. Back in the days of the Flood, he cleaned up the world and only EIGHT PEOPLE were spared. Everyone else died. In fact, it is going TO BE that way, in spite of all God can do, in spite of these horrible wars, greater than ever we have known before, in spite of His protests. ---We are HEADED FOR THE DAYS OF NOAH, when the world became so corrupt that God said, "There is only one thing for Me to do to save unborn generations, and that is to clean up this corrupt mess and start out all over again with these eight people. "As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be in the coming of the Son of Man." The world is corrupting itself, and we are headed for the greatest destruction it has ever known!

Friends, WHERE ARE YOU in this plan of God? Are you yielded to the great God of the Ages? Are you on God's side? Or are you on the side of the godless? You have only a short time to make your choice: make it TODAY! Make it JESUS CHRIST! He will govern and guide your life, through death, and BRING YOU SAFELY INTO THE HOLY CITY, that He has prepared for those who love Him. Those who reject Him must go to the Lake of fire. Oh, will you ACCEPT HIM TODAY? Will you do it?
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