GOD---THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH

Jesse M. Hendley

Genesis 18:25

God is our Judge. In Genesis chapter 18, when God was going to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, He came down to Abraham and talked to him about this. There were wicked and righteous people there. When Abraham was talking to God about this, he said, "That be far from Thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked. Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?"

It is not commonly understood that God is our Judge. Unless we study the Bible, we will not know what God is really like. For one thing, He is "The Judge of all the earth (of every human being)." This fact gripped my soul so much as I began to watch the preliminary trial hear​ing of O. J. Simpson, and the paral​lel, because everything I see in this world, I pull together with the Bible. My mind is filled with Bible all the time, so everything that is going on, I put in the light of God's Word and what God says about it. As I contin​ued to watch this case, my heart be​gan to move and I said, "People need to know the truth, that God is our Judge." As "The Judge of all the earth," He is going to do right.

I was fascinated as I watched the preliminary hearing, as I have never been fascinated before. Many others were fascinated, as well, but I think my fascination came out of a differ​ent motivation from the average per​son, because I likened it to what God says in the Bible about God being our Judge.

The Crime

During this hearing, there were several things that stuck out in my mind. One fact was that a cruel mur​der had occurred. A crime had been committed. To show you the terrible weakness of human beings, people said, "We love you, O. J., whether you are right or wrong." They would let him off. I am not saying O. J. Simpson is guilty. A man is innocent until he has been proven to be other​wise, but the judge believed there was sufficient evidence that O. J. Simpson committed those murders that he should be bound over for trial. Also, those terrible 911 telephone calls of him beating his wife again and again and threatening her with death is an awful, awful condemnation of a man. I don't know. The trial will bring out whether he did it or not.

One of the things that is amazing to me is that nobody suspected that anybody else did it and all the inves​tigation has been made by those who are prosecuting this event. Nobody found anybody else. A man has a right to be considered innocent until proven guilty under the law of man, but the law of man is very, very, very weak.

There was a terrible crime com​mitted. Two people were slashed to death. Whoever committed that crime cut that woman's throat to the very vertebrae. When you are think​ing about O. J. Simpson or whoever committed the crime, and you feel pity for him, think about those two victims. Think about those two people who were slashed to pieces. Everyone is Capable.

The next thing we find there was the defendant, who was O. J. Simpson himself. As I watched the hearing, two things came to my mind, relative to the truth of God's Word. One of them is that I could have com​mitted that crime very easily. I am going to shock you. I hope I can shock you into thinking. I am way down the road in life, compared to most of you. I am getting ready to go in and meet God. All I do is live in the Bible. Everybody on earth is capable of committing that crime. We have it in our hearts. "Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur​ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies."

When I saw the pictures of those two bloody bodies, the blood on the ground, the little dog running around with blood on his feet, and the hor​ror of it all, and heard the coroner go up and tell about what he found, and the authorities testified to the extent of the cuts on those people who had been the victims of a bru​tal, slashing murder, I said, "There, but by the grace of God, go I."

I am glad, at 86 years of age, that I haven't committed some major crime, I am glad my life has been as clean as it has been. If I hadn't turned my life over to Christ when I was 20 years of age, I don't know where I would be today. I might have been a murderer.

You say, "I would never do a thing like that." You don't know what you would do. You don't know that ti​ger in your soul that is called "the flesh." You have it and everybody else has it. It is just the same in ev​erybody. If it is not controlled by the Spirit of God, you can do any rotten, dirty thing any son of Adam has ever done.

A Greater Crime

The second thought that occurred to me was that there is a crime greater than that crime, yet most people don't even call it a crime. That is the rejec​tion of the blood atonement of Jesus. God will forgive a murderer. I pray for O. J. Simpson. I don't know whether he committed the crime or not. But whoever did it, I pray for that person. I don't want anybody to go to hell. I am glad that Rosey Greer is going in there and talking to him about Christ. They tell me that Billy Graham is doing that too. I hope you will pray for him that he might get saved. God will save a murderer, but if you turn down the blood of Jesus, God will send you to hell. That means there is a greater crime than murder.

The greatest crime in the world, which is treason, is ignoring God's sacrifice at the cross. If you turn down the Lord Jesus Christ, He will send you to hell. He won't send you to jail for life or even take your life, but He will send you to hell forever. I'm not trying to be smart, I'm tell​ing you about God. We do not con​sider that the rejection of Christ is a crime, but it is. Every one of us is either saved or unsaved under the Great Judge of all the earth.

God Saw It

During O. J. Simpson's prelimi​nary trial, you had the prosecuting at​torney and the counsel for the de​fense. One of the other things that is so very, very sad about human judg​ment, in contradistinction to God's judgment, is that we are weak be​cause of our human condition. The judge sitting there on the bench was dependent upon what he heard from witnesses and making his own deci​sions. But the Judge of all the earth, in that great Judgment Day, won't need any prosecuting attorneys or counsel for the defense, and He won't need any witnesses. The Bible says He will not have to judge after the sight of His eyes, or the hearing of His ears, because He reads hearts.

God Almighty saw whoever that was slash to death two people that night. He knows who did it, without a doubt. On the Judgment Day, He won't need anybody to tell Him. God's Word says in the Millen​nium, when Christ comes again, "He shall not judge after the sight of His eyes, neither reprove after the hear​ing of His ears: but with righteous​ness shall He judge the poor, and re​prove with equity for the meek of the earth. " O. J. Simpson has mil​lions of dollars. He was able to call in Shapiro who gets $350 an hour. They estimate that if this case goes on for a year's time, this man will lose the ten million dollars he owns. Ev​erybody admits that a poor person can't get proper legal treatment. The Bible said that years ago. God won't be bribed. He won't need a big sal​ary. Today, it is a matter of fact that wealthy people can get proper con​siderations in the courts that poor people can't get. That is admitted. That is the weakness of human flesh that God won't have.

The Judge

Then you have the judge. That judge sat there and I guess he didn't know what was in that envelope. There were a lot of things he didn't know, but that Judge up yonder knows everything. He knows every little thought you and I have had since we were born. He knows every word we have spoken, every act we have performed in the dark, wherever, whatever.

God is your Judge. In Genesis 18:25, "Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right,” God is a Judge. Did you ever consider that God is your Judge? When He says, "The Judge of all the earth, "He means the Judge of every human being in the earth. They have estimated by computers that there have been 78 billion people who have preceded us into eternity, and 5 billion people are on the earth now. God is the Judge of every one of us. Each one of us shall give an account to God.

How would you like to be sitting there like O. J. Simpson? Suppose you were condemned for murder with a judge sitting up there and you couldn't say a thing in the world. They bring out the evidence against you, but you have to sit there mute. The day is coming when I shall do it and you shall do it. Every one of us shall stand before God, the Judge of all the earth, Who knows every sin of our lives. He knows every evil thought, every wrong word, and ev​ery wrong deed that you and I have ever done. God knows the whole sorry mess. He is going to be your Judge. The amazing thing about it is the Judge of all the earth will do right.

Judgment runs all the way through this. As I began to prepare this mes​sage, Scripture began to come to my mind and I began to write it down. I wanted it to be complete, so I typed the words "judge" and "judgment" on my computer screen and scrolled down the line and read everything the Bible says about judge and judgment. It is full of it. I urge you, if you think seriously about where you are going to spend eternity, to think about God, your Judge.

Acts 17:31; "He hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom He hath ordained.” We are one day nearer the Day of Judgment. He knows everything about every​body.

Romans 2:16, "In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to my gos​pel. "All those secrets you hide from your husband or your wife, your friends, and your neighbors that you think nobody knows but you, God knows them all. Maybe you don't know this, but when you do wrong, it is written down up yonder in books for the Judgment Day. Nothing can wipe that out but the blood of Christ.

Hebrews 12:23 says you will come "to God the Judge of all. " He is the Judge of everybody. Even Shapiro and other criminal lawyers who use all sorts of tricks to get people who have committed crimes out of righteous judgment will be judged by God. How many men have escaped righteous judgment because they had a big lawyer with a big sal​ary who knew how to play tricks and get them out of it? Nothing like that will happen with God.

James 5:9, "Behold, the judge standeth before the door.” When you stand at the door, all you have to do is turn the knob and you come in. We are near the judgment, friends.

I think of God as my Judge, and you better think about Him as your Judge. You better think about your sins and the day when God is going to judge you. Those are just a few of the Scriptures that relate to the fact that God is our Judge. We are always talking about the fact that God loves us, and we leave out the negative part that is in the Bible of God as our Judge. But when God judges people, it is going to be right.

How many people have been wrongly sent to prison or to death because of the whims of human be​ings? When O. J. Simpson goes on trial, his life will be in the hands of twelve people. That is what it is go​ing to boil down to. Not the judge, but twelve human beings who make mistakes. One human being can hang up the entire jury. Then there is the weakness of human flesh. One man said, "If they let O. J. Simpson es​cape the death penalty, Los Angeles will burn." We are in a crisis time, friends.

The Righteous Judge

God is a righteous Judge. He will judge you righteously. It is going to be right. It is not going to be wrong. He cannot do wrong. Whatever God's sentence is, it is right. What​ever God says about you is right. This fact that God is a righteous Judge and will judge absolutely right is a horror to the unsaved.

I was flying to Knoxville, Tennes​see. A gentleman was sitting beside me and I was trying to find a way to witness to him. As we were flying, those huge mountains loomed up. I said, "You know, those mountains are coming down." He said, "What do you mean?" I said, "God says in the Bible in Revelation chapter 16 that He is going to destroy the mountains. They are coming down to dust." He said, "That is doomsday, isn't it?" and he was laughing about it. There is coming a doomsday. The Bible says so. I said, "Yes sir, it is doomsday." He mentioned that men wrote the Bible, meaning that the Bible was not God's Word. I told him I had stud​ied it for 65 years and I believe God wrote it. He shrugged it off. I wasn't arguing with him, I was just trying to get him to think. I said, "You don't believe the Bible is the Word of God?" He said, "No." I asked him what he thought about Christ. He had made up his mind that there could not be a God-man. Then I said, "Well, what about your sins?" He acknowl​edged that he was a sinner. He said, "God will treat me right." That was His only hope. He meant that God would treat him well, in spite of all his sins. I said in my own heart, "Yes, He will treat you right, but it is not going to be what you say."

It is not right for any human be​ing to ignore God, but most people do. I dare to say to you, my friends, that to ignore God is a greater crime than the crime committed by whoever murdered those two people and left those bodies lying upon the ground with that woman's skirt soaked in blood.

Young people are taught to go to school and get all the education they can. They are encouraged to go to college. I'd rather know Jesus Christ and go to heaven than to know all the learning in this world, because you can have all the other learning and go to hell. It is not right for some​body to ignore God and God take them to heaven. God is going to be right. The person who ignores Him, He is going to send to hell. It is called "ungodliness." The Greek word is asebeia - a refusal to let God be God of my life.

A Horror to the Unsaved

God is great. He is big. He is wonderful. God is greater than my wife, my son, my daughter, and all human beings. He gives me my oxygen, my food, and everything I have. Is it right for a person to ignore the God of heaven who gives him oxygen? Can I ignore Him then stand before Him as Judge and expect Him to take me to heaven? No! Judgment Day will be a horror for the unsaved. This is tough, but it is so.

It is not right for a man to ignore the Bible and disobey it. God has written a book and put it in our hands and said, "This is the Guide Book to heaven." Most people don't study it every day. Are you studying the Bible every day? Are you letting God speak to you every day through the Bible? It is the Word of God.

It is not right for a man to reject Christ. I love Christ. I have given my life to Him. You say, "Well, you were called to preach." Whatever you are called to do, you are sup​posed to give your life to Jesus. It isn't right to reject the blood atone​ment of Christ. It is not right for you to listen to preachers preach about the cross where Jesus died and paid for your sins with His blood and then reject Him.

You talk about blood; I look at the blood of those victims in horror. I look at the blood of Christ in hor​ror. When I studied the sacrifice of Jesus and His blood atonement I put the notes in my study and have never preached it to this hour. I cannot preach on the crucifixion of Jesus. It is not right for any human being to hear about Jesus and turn Him down. God expects everyone reading this article to make Jesus his Lord, the Master of his life. If you don't accept Him, He will righteously send you to hell.

It isn't right for a person to insult the Holy Spirit of God. Hebrews 10:29, "Of how much sorer punish​ment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden underfoot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he

was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto (insulted) the Spirit of grace?" God speaks to you every day of the week by the Holy Spirit. You turn down that voice of the Spirit and go on and live for self and do what you want to do instead of what God tells you to do by the Holy Spirit. You are insulting Him every day you don't obey His voice. God will forgive you every sin but the insulting of the Holy Spirit Who comes to you and tries to reveal to you Christ as your Savior that you might be saved from your sins and from the judgment to come.

Everyone one of us will give an account to God for ignoring Him, for disobeying His Word, for rejecting the blood atonement of Jesus, and for insulting God's Holy Spirit. God will treat you right. The only right thing for a person who does those four things is to go to hell. He can​not go to heaven.

A man said to me one day, "I haven't done anything worthy of hell." God says if you reject Christ, you have done something worthy of hell. The first time you heard about Jesus and you turned Him down, you rejected the blood of God's Son and counted it unworthy of your consid​eration. That is your sin.

Somebody asked me the other day, "What about all those little chil​dren in Bosnia and all over the world who are suffering like they are suf​fering?" Did you ever stop to think that maybe God is trying to get our attention to keep us out of hell? There is something worse than what we are seeing, as horrible as it is, and that is to burn forever in hell. Most of these people are rejecting God, and Christ, and the Bible. God is try​ing to get them saved from hell. They won't listen any other way.

It is a horror if you are reading this today and you are not really saved by receiving Christ's blood. It will be a horror for you to stand before the Judge of all the earth, because He is going to do right. The only right thing will be to not let you go to heaven, to send you to hell.

The Comfort of the Believer 

This righteous judgment of God is the comfort of the believer. That God is going to treat me right is my greatest comfort, because it guaran​tees salvation to me.

Some of you dear readers are worried about whether you are elected or not, predestinated or not. You don't have to worry about that. If you trust Jesus Christ in your heart as your personal Savior, God would be unrighteous if He didn't take you to heaven. So you claim God's Word and you won't have to worry about whether or not you are elected or predestinated.

The reason why He is right is be​cause He keeps His promises. In Hebrews chapter six, when God said He made a promise, in order to rein​force it, that we might have a strong consolation, He strengthened it by an oath. He says, "Jess Hendley, I prom​ise to save you if you will trust the blood of My Son. Admit that you are a hell-bound, sin deserving sin​ner, that you have committed a crime worse than murder. You have ig​nored God. You have rejected Jesus. You have lived your own selfish life. I love you and I made up for that. If you will trust My Son, I promise you I will bring you to heaven. In order that you might have a strong conso​lation so you can sleep at night, I will swear I will do it."

Everybody who swears has to swear by somebody greater than he is. When God swears, He has to find somebody greater than He is. He couldn't find anybody, so He swore by Himself, that by the promise and by the oath I might have a strong consolation.

You are going to see your sins the older you get. You are going to think. So many young people are so busy living in sin that they don't realize what sin is. The day is coming when you are going to see your sins. The only consolation you will have is God's promise and God's oath and that blood.

When I walk up to the gate of heaven and they try to keep me out, I am going to describe the cross of Jesus. I am going to see that blood falling down from that head and those hands and feet, and I am going to say, "He paid it all. Get out of the way! I am coming in." God will say, "Jess is right. I told you in this Book that I laid over on My Son every sin of your life in anticipation, before you ever committed it. You are trusting noth​ing but Jesus. There is nothing against you. There is no condemna​tion for those who are in Christ. Therefore, let Jess Hendley come in. He is not to be condemned." God's righteous judgment will take me in.

Sixty-seven years ago I received Christ as my Savior. I picked up the Bible and I read it. I have tried to obey it. To God, the righteous Judge, I'll say, "Nothing in my hands I bring. Simply to His cross I cling." And the Judge of all the earth will do us right. 

Guarantees Fellowship

The righteousness of God guar​antees not only my salvation, but also my walk. Have you ever considered in I John 1:9 that God would be wrong if He didn't forgive me, as a Christian, even though I sin, if I confess my sin? He has to forgive me to be right. "If we confess our sins, He is faith​ful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." The word “just” means "right." So when I, as a Chris​tian, stumble and fail and sin in my weakness, I don't cry over it. I just say, "Father, thank you that on the cross Jesus paid it all. Thank you that I am forgiven just by acknowledging it is a sin. You righteously forgive me because Christ already paid for them."

Guarantees Future Rewards 

Then, God's righteous judgment guarantees for me my rewards at the Judgment Seat of Christ. We don't think enough about that. We are go​ing to meet the Lord. We are going to stand before Jesus and give an ac​count of our lives. I am saved, but I am going to give an account. Paul is going to give an account. Everybody is going to give an account to the Righteous Judge. He is going to be right in what He says. And if I have not been a good and faithful servant, I am not going to get those rewards.

I will only get rewards for what I really do in love to Him. If I am singing for any other motive than love to Christ, I am not going to be re​warded. If I am preaching for any other motive than love to Jesus and His honor, I am not going to be re​warded. So we have to be careful about our motives, that we do what​ever we do for Him and for His glory.

I was in Athens, Georgia, not long ago. That is where the Lord gave us a big revival in 1939. We went for six weeks and over 1600 souls ac​cepted Christ. So I drove down to a little church to preach one morning and I walked in and said to the audi​ence, "How many cities in America can say, “We had a revival that went six weeks and over 1600 souls were saved?" That brings tremendous blessing, but tremendous responsibil​ity. Before the service, I was sitting down front getting ready to preach. A little lady came to me and bent over me and said, "Thank you for coming to Athens in 1939. Ten people in my family were saved. Six are already in heaven. Four are left behind and one is a preacher."

One of these days I am going to walk in the presence of Christ. He is going to be my Judge then. He is my Savior, but He is going to be my Judge. It won't be a matter of sin, but it will be a matter of rewards or loss of rewards. I hope that what​ever the Spirit of God did through me, I did not nullify by flesh. How much of my life has there been some glory to Jess Hendley? I look at that meeting in Athens, Georgia, and see all those throngs of people coming to Christ. Who is that little guy be​hind that pulpit stand? I don't know him. I didn't do it. That is the way it seems to me. How could I see a meeting with 1600 souls coming to Christ? What did I have to do with that? Did I have that power? Never. Was there any flesh in it?

Beloved, I sometimes wonder out of all this life how much reward I may get. I don't know. We will never know till we get to heaven. Be care​ful when you sing, preach, teach, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of Christ. Abjure any glory or honor to yourself.

It bothers me when people call me a great preacher. I am not a great preacher. I have to take these com​pliments because I can't insult people. He will reward me if I have done anything honestly for Him in my life. If I have preached any sermon hon​estly for Him, if I have led anybody honestly to Him, if I have done any​thing, giving up the flesh, just for His glory, He will reward it. But He is going to burn up everything that is of the flesh because He is a righteous Judge. He is not going to say, "Well done, thou good and faithful ser​vant, " unless I have been a good ser​vant who has done well because He is righteous in every single thing He does.

Salvation

I want to come to salvation now. Only people who believe are saved. We need to define believing. The first eight years of my life I thought be​lieving was going to church, joining the church, getting baptized, reading the Bible, and praying. Then, when my mother died, I found out believ​ing had to do with a person and that person is the Lord Jesus Christ. I didn't have Christ. On that front porch that day I realized I didn't have Him and I cried out for Jesus and He came into my heart. Believing is be​lieving in Christ.  "He that hath the Son hath life. " Do you have the Son or do you just have religion?

Do you have Christ? What does it mean to have Christ? It means to believe He is what the Bible says He is, the Son of God Who poured out His blood for my sins. John 3:18, "He that believeth on Him is not condemned... " So, if I have Christ, I cannot be condemned. "...but he that believeth not is condemned al​ready, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. "

A pastor friend of mine came to meet with me the other day along with his son. He talked to me about a meeting. He said he would write to me regarding the date. I received a letter from him recently. He wanted to set up the date of October 12, for "Friend's Day." He wanted me to preach both services. Then he had a paragraph that said, "I met a man the other day who heard you say years ago `Where will you be five minutes after you die?' He said that one sen​tence gripped his soul and burned in his mind for eight years till one day he said, `Where am I going to be five minutes after I die?' He realized he would be in hell because he didn't have Christ. He quickly received Christ as his Savior."

If you are not sure you have Christ, receive Him today. Embrace Him. Fall in love with Him. Talk about Him. Think about Him. Read His Word. Don't ever get far from Christ or let Him get far from you. Come to Christ.

As a Christian, I am to think about Christ. God says of the ungodly, "God is not in all their thoughts." Then a godly man is a person in whom Christ is in all his thoughts. He thinks about Him all the time---at home, on the job. We wouldn't do all the hor​rible things we do if we thought about Christ all the time.
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