GOD, OUR PROTECTOR
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Psalm 91

Psalm 91 is a wonderful Psalm. The subject of the Psalm is "God, Our Protector." There are only sixteen verses and it would be good for us all to memorize this Psalm. It is good to memorize much of God's Word.

One lady wrote to us that she had committed Psalm 91 to memory and went over it everyday. She told that under several distressing circumstances, God had marvelously protected her. It was a wonderful testimony.

A soldier boy remembered this Psalm, was shot down from the skies, landed in enemy territory, and as a group of the enemy came to take him, they heard him repeating this Psalm. They just turned and walked away. He was saying how the Lord would deliver him, in the words of this Psalm. It is good that we have God's Word in our hearts.

"God, Our Protector." God gives protecting and redeeming grace amid dangers to the man who believingly takes God into His life. Notice verses one and two. "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He is my Refuge and my Fortress, My God, in Him will I trust."

The person who has the protection of God is the person who dwells constantly in the secret place of the Most High. That expression Most High, means "the hiding and protecting One, the inaccessibly lofty One, able to take care of his own." It is wonderful to dwell where HE dwells, in the spirit. While we are operating in the flesh, moving amid the dangers of life, our souls and spirits may be in the calm of the secret place of the Most High.

Notice the word "abide." He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall ABIDE in the shadow of the Almighty. Where there is a shadow, there is a substance, friends. It is wonderful to stay in the shadow of God! I've never seen God, but I have been in His Shadow! I have known what it is to be in His shadow in times of danger, protected, by Him. Those of you, who have walked with Him, can tell of times when danger was round about you, but you had a calm in your soul. You were conscious that God was very near. You didn't see Him but you knew you were in His Shadow, the shadow of the Almighty. The Hebrew gives the word for God meaning "the Overshadowing One, the Almighty One, the Invincible One" Who protects and takes care of His own.

What is the affirmation of the man who abides in His shadow, the man who dwells in the secret place of the Most High? "I will say of the Lord, He is my Refuge and my Fortress, my God; in Him will I trust.”  Notice there are two “I will’s” there.
I WILL say of the Lord that He is my Refuge, my Fortress, my God. That's what I will say about the Lord. I will claim Him personally. I will put myself under His protective care. The person cannot lose who does that. I will speak it out. I will tell others. I will tell people that the LORD is my Refuge from danger, my Fortress to protect me---a Fortress that has never been taken! A Fortress that has been assailed by enemies, but has never been shaken! You can be perfectly safe in the Fortress of God, which means Himself.

Not only will that person SAY that of the Lord, but also he will TRUST in Him. "In Him will I trust." I will depend upon Him. I will run to Him for refuge. I will cling to Him in danger. I will go to Him in times of sorrow, in times of physical suffering, of mental anguish, bereavement, or whatever my trials may be in this life. I will TRUST IN THE LORD. Beloved, where else will you trust? To whom else can you go? He alone hath the words of eternal life, the capability, the power, the comfort, and the strength.

Then, verse 3. "Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence." The snare of the fowler is the Hebrew expression, which means death itself. But God protects His own! Did you know that you and I would die, would have died long ago, if it were not for the protecting power OF GOD? God protects. Oh, the sheltering wing of God! And that is what we have in verse 4.

"He shall cover thee with His feathers and under His wings shalt thou trust." As an eagle shelters its own with its large, strong wings, even so God Almighty places His Blessed Wings over us, that we might be protected when danger comes. Oh, the Sheltering Wings of God! Friend, is that where you are dwelling?

"His truth shall be thy shield and buckler." God's truth, the truth of His Holy Word! Do you know it? Do you have it? Are you secure and safe behind the Word of God? A lady tells me that she has trusted the Lord, but somehow fear grips her. Why? Because she does not make GOD'S TRUTH her shield and buckler! Oh, that she will do it. May she say, "Come what may, I am trusting the Truth of God's Holy Word. I will have faith. I will not doubt. I will bank on what God says. God says it and it is so. I will let God's Word be my shield and buckler.

Next we read the impregnable defense of those who trust Him. Verse 5. "Thou shalt not be afraid of the terror night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day." Sudden terror at night? War by day? We are living in such times. There may be a mother under the sound of this message, and she may have a boy overseas fighting for our country. Maybe her heart has been distressed about it. Here is the answer, "Thou shalt not be afraid, for the terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day." Maybe some soldier needs this message, because of the fear gripping his heart, facing the conflict. Take that passage with you. "Thou shalt not be afraid, for the terror by night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day."

Then, in times of pestilence, God will take care. "Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness nor for the destruction that wasteth at noon day. A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand, but it shall not come nigh thee." Oh, it is wonderful, friends,

TRUST the Lord God. Are you trusting Him? Have you given to Him your heart? Is He your Saviour and Lord? God says that He will answer when you call upon Him! He will be with you in trouble. He will be with you and honor you. With long life will He satisfy you and show you His salvation, if you dwell in the secret place of the Most High and stay in the shadow of the Almighty.'

Have you wandered from God? Come back now and get under His Wings. Will you do it?
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