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Jesus is a wonderful Lord, friends, to all who put their trust in Him. There is peace through the Lord Jesus Christ. There is forgiveness of sins with Him, and how we praise God that He gives peace to those that put their trust in Him. The Lord Jesus, our Great Saviour, came into this world to save sinners. Are you a believer in Christ? Have you found Him wonderful to your soul, as your personal Saviour?

You will remember one time that Jesus was talking about the Pharisees and the publicans and he wanted to show the Pharisees in their self‑righteous religiosity that they weren't saved, they were not right with God.

So He told them a story, He said, "There were two men who went into the temple to pray, and one was a Pharisee and the other a publican." The publican was a sinner, an outstanding sinner, known to be a sinner, because he was a tax‑gatherer for the Roman government. The Roman government would assess so much per head and the tax gatherer would add so much to it, just as he pleased. He had no one to give an account to for that, and he would collect it for himself. In that way he stole very much. So to be a publican was to be a hated sinner in the eyes of the Jews.

Now the Lord Jesus knew that, when He told this parable to the Pharisees. The Pharisees were very strict. They went to their temple, they paid their tithes, and did all that sort of thing. And yet, they rejected Christ and they did not have merciful nor repentant hearts. They had never been broken up. So Jesus said, "Two men went to the temple to pray. One was a pharisee, and the other a publican, and the Pharisee stood and prayed with himself, saying Lord, you know what sort of a man I am how I pay my tithes and fast twice a week," and he went on giving an account to God of his religious activities. It is interesting that the Scriptures say He prayed thus to himself. He wasn't praying to God. He was praying to himself. He was remembering himself to himself. He was telling himself what a wonderful person he was and wasn't praying to God at all. But the publican stood over there by himself. He knew that he was wrong. He knew that he had sinned. All that thievery he had been committing broke his heart and he was really beating his breast and crying, "God be merciful to me the sinner." And the Lord Jesus Christ said that that man went down to his house saved, a real child of God.

Now there's a great statement, friends. It is the way home to God. "GOD BE MERCIFUL TO ME, A SINNER." And when anybody comes to that place in his life where he wants mercy; where he absolutely casts himself upon God, realizing he is lost, God immediately reaches forth His arms and saves such a person! "God be merciful---to ME--‑the sinner!" Now that prayer, truly prayed from the heart, will save anyone. It will save a murderer. Yes, it will save a murderer, for we read that when Saul of Tarsus met Jesus on the Damascus road, his hands were red with the blood of Christians, men, women and children. He hated the name of Jesus, but when the Lord met him, He forgave Saul, and Saul, ever after that, called himself the chief of sinners. After his conversion he never got away from the fact he had been a great sinner, but he reveled in the grace of the Lord Jesus. He reveled in the fact that Jesus will save murderers. That's right! Jesus saves murderers! He will save anybody. He will save anybody who wants to be saved. He will save anybody who will turn to Him, anybody who wants Him, anybody who realizes his need of Him. Jesus will save such a person.

I spoke the other day on a terrible situation I found in another city. It upset some friends, one friend in particular. I told about a man who became infatuated with a young woman there in his office and he left his wife and kiddies and went on in his religiosity, but there was no repentance, no sense of remorse, no sense of sorrow or desire to make things right as far as he could, and then he divorced his wife and married this other woman. Now they are going over the country singing gospel songs and talking about doing the will of God and all that sort of thing. A lady who had had a divorce was upset about it because I mentioned the divorce in this case. My emphasis was that the man had never repented of his sins. He had never come to God with a broken heart. He had never realized that he had done wrong. Anybody who has done wrong and realizes it and comes to God, is forgiven, praise the Lord! Some people say, "I can't undo my past." That is true. You can't undo your past, but thank God, the Lord can blot it out. Now this lady has been born again. She had a divorce, she remarried, they have a precious baby boy, and she came to God. She has been converted and God has blotted out the past.

Aren't you glad that when we come to Jesus with a sincere heart He will forgive and He will blot out the past and hold it against us no more? We can't undo the past, friends. Listen, God never permits us to come to the place where we are in despair. There is never a time or place where we will be in utter despair with no way out. God never lets us come to that place. There is always a way out, through Jesus! There is always peace for anybody who has done anything, in Jesus! All they have to do is look at that cross and see the bloodshed and then look to the Promise of God, "Being justified by faith." Justified from what? Justified from all sins. "We have peace with God through the Lord Jesus Christ." Jesus made peace through the Blood of His cross. Jesus died for that woman's divorce and for her sins of the past. He died for all that. Then why should she be distressed? Why should her heart worry about it when she is trusting her Saviour?

Listen to me, my friends, you can say all you please about it, and I don't care what anybody says, I am telling anybody listening to me today the Good News! Is there good news for a person who has been divorced and remarried? Sure, there's good news. What is it? JESUS WILL SAVE! JESUS' BLOOD SETTLED IT! JESUS BLOOD PAID FOR IT! And all God asks you to do is bring a repentant heart to Him! It makes no difference what you have done. Murder? Adultery? Lying? Stealing? Any of the other sins of men? Who hasn't sinned? We have all sinned and come short of the glory of God. The murderer cannot bring his victim back to life, but God will forgive him. Isn't that good news? Oh, just think of the good news. Oh, just think of the Gospel, the good news that Christ died for sinners! And that His blood is all that we need to cleanse us from all sin, and that He made peace by the Blood of His cross. 

Believing on Christ is all God asks you to do. He doesn't ask you to do anything but to believe on the Lord Jesus, to realize you are a sinner and that you need him, and come to Him and trust and love Him and cling to Him, and when you do that, He knows what you have done and God blots it out when you come to Jesus with a repentant heart. It is heresy to say anything else! God condemns anybody who preaches any other Gospel than the Gospel of the grace of God. What is the grace of God? The grace of God is God reaching out with His big arms to hug to His bosom and receive those who have sinned against Him. God stands ready to forgive. That is one of the sweetest things I know. And how I praise the Lord.

Now this woman was greatly disturbed, and yet she has repented of her sins. She has come to God brokenhearted. She is sorry for her past, praise God. Second, she loves Jesus. She has accepted Jesus. She is looking to Jesus. She is clinging to Jesus. Can't she be saved as well as that woman in John 4, whom Jesus Himself reminded that she had had five husbands and that the man she was living with wasn't her husband? And yet, that woman in John 4 was born again and revival broke out. Jesus gave her the Water of Life. Isn't that sweet? Isn't that wonderful to know that Jesus will do that? It makes no difference what we have done, or how wicked we have been, if we will just wake up and realize our lost and hopeless condition and come to Him, Jesus will save! 

In John the 8th chapter we have a record of a woman who had been in vile sin! And Jesus said, "Woman, where are thine accusers? Does no man condemn thee?" She said, "No man, Lord," And the Blessed Master said, "Neither do I condemn thee. Go and sin no more." The past is blotted out now. The fact that I don't condemn you means there is nothing to be condemned. Your past has been blotted out, and from now on just walk with Me and go and sin no more.

That is what Jesus says do. And whatever you have done up to this present moment, if your past is worrying you, if it is bothering you and bringing about sleepless nights and miserable days, listen, you needn't be miserable. Look to the Cross and find your deliverance! Look to the Cross and see the victory Jesus bought for you! Look to the Blessed Saviour and believe His Word that He died for your sins! And if He died for them, why should you have to worry about them? If He has forgotten them, why do you have to worry about them? Why shouldn't you forget them? Listen, you claim the victory! Take your victory in the Blood. Claim that passage, "The Blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth me from all sin."  Quote it over and over again. The devil will leave you and your heart will cease to condemn you. Just say, "Devil, you can't condemn me. The Blood cleanses me! God's Word says so, and you are a liar, devil, and God is always true." Then when your own heart condemns you, just say, "The Word of God is true and my heart is false. It is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. God's Word is true and my heart deceives me. My heart tries to make me feel condemned, but I'm trusting Jesus, and there is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus. No condemnation! God does not condemn me, so why go dragging through weary days and nights when God says, don’t worry? Everything is all blotted out. Everything is just as though I had never sinned. Just as though I had never done it!"

Isn't that good news? My, what good news! What wonderful news! That is the Gospel. I love to read Martin Luther. Oh, he was a man after my own heart. I like to read Martin Luther because he dared to believe God's forgiveness! He dared to rejoice in the victory Jesus wrought for him, and when the devil would come and put a big sign up before him and say, “Martin Luther, you old sinner, you are going to Hell. You can't be saved. Look at these sins you have committed,” Martin would look at those sins. Sure enough, there were his sins. He didn't deny it. He said, "That's true, but Devil, write down at the bottom, The Blood of Jesus Christ cleanses me from all sin." Martin Luther said the devil left him alone and wouldn't bother him anymore.

Listen; just catalog all your sins that are troubling you. Write them down. It might be a good idea. Just put them on paper, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, the ones that are really bothering you, the ones that you really remember. Write them down! "Lord, I did this," and "I lied," and "I stole this," and "Lord, I did this awful thing." Write it down on a piece of paper! And then after you look it all over, with a sorrowful heart, then just write at the bottom, The Blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth ME from all sin. And you will have peace.

Then the next thing to do is go burn that paper. Go burn it up! Don't leave it anywhere! Just burn it up and it's gone. I believe that would be a good thing to do. I believe many of you would get perfect peace if you did that. Settle it that it is the Blood of Jesus, God's Son, that cleanses you from all sin.

Listen, my friend, God is a GOOD God. You know, it is our own deceitful hearts that give us all our troubles. The trouble is, you won't believe that God is good enough to forgive anything.  You won't believe it. You just won't believe that God is good enough, but He is! God is good enough to forgive sin. God is loving enough to forgive us. God wants us in Heaven no matter how much we have sinned. God comes to us as He came to Adam after his terrible sin and says, "Where art thou? I still want fellowship with you. I love you, and want you in Heaven with me. I love you so much that I have proved it. I gave my Son to die for you."

You know, I have often thought, when meditating about the cross, I wouldn't give my son to die for any​body. I don't believe that I could give my son to die for a drunkard out there in the gutter. Do you thing you could? I don't believe I could give my son for a murderer. I don't believe I could go down to Tatnall prison and see some man condemned to die, and when the day for his execution came I would say, "I will give my son to die in your place. You go free." I couldn't do that.  But listen, God did! Was there ever such love as His? Can you deny that love? Can you deny that grace? Can you deny the Blood of Jesus? Listen, dear friend, it is an awful sin, if you are really repentant and love God, not to believe in His forgiveness. Do you believe God forgives sin? You say, "Yes." Do you believe God forgives YOUR sin? "Yes, preacher, because the Blood of Jesus cleanseth me from all sin."

Now, will you face the question? Bring those sins in these closing mo​ments, bring those sins that are troubl​ing you and spread them out before the Cross of the Lord Jesus, and look up and see those bleeding wounds, with the precious blood of God's Son dripping down to the ground, and know that these sins of yours are paid for in that blood, blotted out forever, to be re​membered against you no more! Will you do it?
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