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Friend, the greatest need in your life is to live for the Lord Jesus Christ.

I was sitting with a Christian friend the other day in a cafeteria in Atlanta, and I mentioned a certain person whom I had not seen for many years, a man of God. This friend spoke up and said, “Yes, he is the HOLIEST man I know.”

Ever since, that word has been ring​ing in my soul! Say, wouldn't you like for a real child of God to be able to say that YOU were the holiest man, or the holiest woman, he knew? What a wonderful testimony!

The statement about that godly man is absolutely true. That man lives a pure, godly, holy life. There is no ques​tion at all about his life. He stays in his Bible. He spends much time in prayer. All his actions are Christ‑like. All his words are Christ‑like. His atti​tudes are Christ‑like. He proves consist​ently that he is a child of God. Oh, friends, how many of us fall short of that today! We ought to be like CHRISTIANS. God help us to realize our need.

The other day a man called me over the telephone. He said, “Preacher, I am in great need. I once walked with God, but I have fallen into sin. I want you to pray for me. I love God, but I am not near to Him. I want to come back to Him!” Friends, isn't it a tragic thing to feel that you love God, and yet all the while there are things in your life that are dishonoring to His name? Thank God, there is a way back! I am saying these things so that if you are not right with Him, you will come back to Him and not continue in sin. All of us, every one, need a closer walk with God. We need to live a Christ-​life before a godless world.

Everywhere today, in the newspapers and magazines, in the speeches of our national leaders, it is being said that we need a great revival. A revival of what? And how is it to begin? I'll tell you. A revival isn't worthy of the name till it begins with the individual, per​sonal confession of sin on the part of God's own people! We are seeing re​vivals here and there, but we will never see the GREAT REVIVAL we need un​til God's people, individually and as a great group, confess their sins and get right with God and begin to live the earnest, GODLY, HOLY life before this godless world!

I want to discuss with you five rea​sons why we should go on with our Lord.

WE ARE NOT BETTER THAN CHRIST

The first reason is that we are no better than our Master. When we are slandered, when we are maligned, when we are laughed at, and scoffed at, let us remember that we are no better than our Christ. He was laughed at and scoffed at, too, but He didn't turn back! He kept on! Matthew 10:25, “It is enough for the disciple that he be AS HIS MASTER, and the servant AS HIS LORD. If they have called the MAS​TER of the house, Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them OF HIS HOUSEHOLD?” Jesus warned His dis​ciples over and over again that men would speak against them, and that they were to beware of men, for they would deliver them up to their councils, they would scourge them, they would bring them before governors and kings. Jesus said that brother would rise up against brother and that His disciples would be hated of all men for His Name's sake.

So remember, when you are tempted to turn back, when people laugh at you and mock you and malign you, that you are no better than Christ. Remem​ber that He is the MASTER of the house! If they slandered Him, they will slander you, of His household. If they spat upon Him, they will spit upon you. If they beat Him with rods, they will beat you with rods. If they nailed Him to the cross, they will nail you to the cross!

Jesus warns us that PERSECUTION will BE OUR LOT if we live the earn​est, godly, holy Christian life. Oh, let us remember that! If we are persecut​ed, and slandered, we are no better than our Master!

Am I speaking to someone today, who started off with the Lord and thought that everything was going to be a bed of roses, or a picnic? And then your friends began to laugh at you and call you “Preacher” or “churchy” and all that sort of thing?

I remember one of my friends saying to me, when I first started off with Jesus, twenty‑one years ago, “Well, this is just a passing fancy. It will be all over, in a year's time.” But I am still going on with Jesus! And it is getting sweeter as the days go by. I met that friend on the street the other day, and believe me; he doesn't have in his heart what I have in mine. I do not say that boastingly. I am GLAD I'VE GONE ON WITH THE LORD! This friend realizes, now, that he has WASTED many years of his life be​cause he hasn't been a Christian. Long years, WASTED. Yet one day he laugh​ed at me for meaning business with God. Almost anybody can hold out for a year. Anybody can go on for six months, or three weeks, true to the Lord. But I'll tell you; it takes a real, earnest, sincere soul, that means business with GOD, to keep on year after year, year‑in year‑out, for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Are YOU among those who are faith​ful and earnest? He is someday going to reward every soul that has been found faithful to Him!

THE TRUTH SHALL BE KNOWN

Another reason why a child of God should go on with his Lord is that the truth is destined to be made known to the entire world. Jesus said, “There is nothing covered that shall not be REVEALED, and hid that shall not be MADE KNOWN. What I tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light. What ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the housetops.” Jesus is here saying to preach His Gospel! The Gospel will be proclaimed. It MUST be proclaimed, and happy are the lips that have the privilege of carrying His message. Yes, there are always some who ridicule, who knock, who turn away. But thank God, there are those who do hear. There are those who believe. There are those who are born again. There are those whose faces shine with glory for hav​ing met the Lord Jesus Christ through the TRUTHS THAT WE PROCLAIM.

Oh, the joy of witnessing for the Lord, the joy of speaking out His truth, the joy of seeing souls born again, hav​ing heard and believed that Truth! The Truth shall be made known. It is so destined. And you and I the happy recipients of His grace, will be glad someday that we told the wonderful Gospel of salvation to a lost world. God have mercy on that professing Christ​ian whose lips are sealed, who does not speak up for the Lord Jesus Christ! Jesus said, “What I tell you, speak.” Tell it out to lost men. Beloved, if our lips are sealed today, God have mercy on us! May He fill our hearts and open our lips that we may start now to tell His testimony to a lost world. We would have a revival all over Atlanta if all the Christians who go to church on Sunday morning and Sunday night would START TO WIT​NESS for their Lord! We would have a revival such as we have never seen. 

GOD IS TO BE FEARED

Now the third reason why a Christian ought to go on with God is that God's wrath is more to be dreaded than men. Jesus is speaking to Christians when He says, “Fear not them which kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear HIM who is able to destroy both body and soul in Hell.” These are the words of JESUS. “Don't be afraid of men. Fear God!” Oh, what folly to fear men! What folly that your lips are sealed! What folly that you live a worldly life, that you listen to dirty jokes, that you drink liquor, that you do iniquitous things, my friend, when you CLAIM to be a child of God and bear the name of a Christian. You are fearing people rather that the living God!

What excuse will you offer when you look into the face of the Lord? What will you say when you stand in the Judgment? It is written, that every one of us shall GIVE AN ACCOUNT of ourselves, of our sins, to the Lord Jesus Christ, of the deeds done in the body, according to that which we have done, whether good or bad. WE OUGHT TO HAVE THIS WHOLESOME FEAR IN US! Friends, this is the New Testament I am preaching. This is the Gospel of Matthew. This is JESUS saying, “Fear!” He says, “FEAR HIM who is able to destroy both body and soul in Hell.” “FEAR HIM.” Friends, we had better listen to what God has to say.

GOD WILL TAKE CARE OF US

Now the next reason why a Christian ought to go on with the Lord, earnestly and faithfully, in life and testimony, is that God will take care of him. God, who takes care of the trifling things on this earth, will certainly take care of man, the crown of His creation! Jesus said, “Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? One of them shall not fall to the ground without your Father. The very hairs of your head are numbered. Fear not, therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows." What a wonderful statement that is. May it soak into your heart today. May it become a part of our very being. God will take care of us! He knows all about it. He cares. The hairs of our head are all numbered, in His sight. When one little hair falls from our head, it is such an insignificant thing that it isn't worth thinking about, but God knows it. God considers even that falling hair.

What is He trying to tell us? Jesus is saying that even the most minute, insignificant details of our life are all known to our Father. God is concerned about them. God knows ALL about our homes, our wives, husbands, children, lives, and everything that comes into our lives. He knows. He cares, He is concerned. Then, how much more is He concerned about our eternal, never‑dying SOULS that will live on forever? He says that if we believe on Him and trust Him, He will see that we get to Heaven. He will save us from Hell. He Himself will take us to Heaven. “Fear not, therefore.”

CONFESS, AND BE CONFESSED

CONFESS NOT, BE CONFESSED NOT

The fifth reason why every one of us who profess His Name ought to go on with Him in earnestness and sincerity is that if we are not found confessing our Christ before men, He will not confess us before the Father. Remember, He is speaking to Christians! He is speaking to the people of God. “Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before men, him will I confess before my Father which is in Heaven.” Listen. “Whosever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in Heaven.” What is our blessed Lord saying? He is saying that we ought to confess Him. Confess Him with our lips. Confess Him with our lives. What does it mean to “confess?”  It means to tell others about Him and do honor to His Name.

You may say, “Well, Preacher, I walked down the aisle one day, and I joined the church. Isn't that enough?” It certainly is not. If you have ever read the New Testament, you know it isn't enough. If you have walked down the aisle and professed Christ, but are sitting back doing nothing, saying nothing, then you don't know anything about CONFESSING HIM TO MEN. This passage means that we are to confess Him, and keep on confessing Him to men.

“Where am I to confess Him?” you may ask. Anywhere. On the streetcar, on the bus, on the street, in the office, on the job, in the church, EVERYWHERE THERE ARE SOULS WHO NEED HIM. We are to confess THE LORD.

“Isn't is enough for me to go to church?” someone says. No, it is not. To confess Him before men means ALL men‑--not just in the church. Everywhere you turn there are souls that are lost, in need of the Lord, outside of Christ, unsaved. Everywhere we turn we see people who DON'T KNOW HIM. Do you know why we don't have a great revival all over our land that would save our nation and alter the affairs of the whole world? It is because Christians are not obeying the command of our Lord. Our Blessed Lord would have us to witness daily. We'd better do it! We are going to meet Him very soon. We are going to look Him in the face.

The Lord Jesus will not say, “Well done,” if we have not been confessing Him. He is not going to say, “Enter into the joys of thy Lord,” if we have not been confessing Him. He is not going to say, “Faithful servant,” if we have not been obeying this command. Listen. Not to speak for Him is to DENY HIM, and Jesus said that if we deny Him before men, He will also deny us before the Father in Heaven.

Oh, my friend, when you come to die, do you want Jesus to put His arm around you and lead you into the Father's Presence? Do you want to go through Death safely and have Jesus say, “Father, here is one of my true Christians. He loved Me on earth. He confessed Me. He kept on confessing Me on the street, in the shop, in the home, on the job‑--everywhere, telling men of Me. He was true to Me. Now I want to confess him in Thy Presence.” Friend, do you want that? If you do, you'd better start today to confess Him before men. If you deny Him, you will be denied on that Great Day. God help us to realize what a solemn business it is to be a Christian! It is a SOLEMN THING. It is no trifling thing. Eternity is coming, sooner than we expect.

Will you bow your head just now and come back to God, if you have drifted from Him? The way back is by confessing every sin to Him, forsaking all that you know to be wrong, and depending upon Him for grace to lead the true Christian life, and surrendering to Him, moment by moment. Then won't you begin today to live for Him and confess Him and GO ALL THE WAY WITH HIM, regardless of the cost?  Will you do it?  God bless you.
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