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Matthew 2:11, Matthew 5:23, Matthew 8:4

About Christmas‑time each year, we think about giving gifts and sending cards to loved ones and friends. It has become quite a commercial thing. There is something very tender and nice about it, I suppose, but I wonder how many people think about giving a gift to Christ, not only at Christmas time, but also at other times.

In Matthew Chapter 2, verse 11, we read, "And when they were come into the house they saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshipped Him, and they presented unto Him gifts‑--gold, frankincense and myrrh." They presented unto Him GIFTS. That is where I get my subject for today--‑GIFTS FOR THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.

Gifts To The Lord

The Lord Jesus Christ is worthy of the VERY BEST GIFTS we can give unto Him. God is worthy! Christ is worthy! We should be giving gifts to Christ. All through the Bible we read that true worship includes the giving of gifts. So many times we think only of God as the Great Giver, and He is, and we are coming to that in a few minutes. But, beloved, you and I should offer gifts UNTO GOD, in worship to Him. People who really love God want to give gifts unto Him.

In Matthew 5:23, Jesus says, "Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother has ought against thee, leave there THY GIFT, before the altar, and go thy way. First be reconciled to thy brother, then come and offer thy gift."

Notice that expression, "thy gift.” That is a picture of a worshipper coming to God in divine worship. What does he have in his hands--‑nothing? No, he has a gift, something to give to God. A worshipful approach toward the Living God.

In Matthew 8:4, we read again about gifts. When Jesus came down the mountain, "great multitudes followed Him, and behold, there came a leper and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean. Jesus put forth His hand and touched him, saying, I will. Be thou clean. And immediately the leprosy was cleansed. Jesus said to him, See thou tell no man, but go thy way, and show thyself to the priest, and OFFER THE GIFT that Moses commanded thee, for a testimony unto them." To give a gift would be a testimony to others as to what God had done. So as gifts are given to Christ, others behold and glorify the Living Christ.

Now notice Chapter 21, verse 1, of the Gospel of Luke. True worshippers back in Jesus' day gave gifts unto God. "Jesus looked up and saw rich men casting THEIR GIFTS into the treasury. He saw also a certain poor widow casting in two mites. And He said, Of a truth I say unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all, for they out of their abundance have cast in offerings, but she of her penury hath cast in all her living that she had." Casting gifts into the treasury! Gifts for whom? GIFTS FOR GOD. All the way through the Bible we read of people making gifts unto the Lord and it is important that we give gifts to HIM.

Well, WHY should we give unto God? We should give as an expression of love unto Him, an expression of gratitude for His gifts unto us. When people give a gift to us, we want to show our appreciation in some way. Gifts beget giving. A giving heart begets a giving heart. A loving heart begets a loving heart. Think how much GOD, friends, has given unto us!

God's Gifts To Us

It Ephesians 2:8 we read that SALVATION is the GIFT OF GOD TO US. Think about this great gift of SALVATION! The forgiveness of sins, eternal life, having had everything made right with the Lord! These are gifts from God to us.

In John 4:10 we read, "Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and Who it is Who saith to thee, Give me to drink, thou wouldst have asked of Him and He would have given thee Living Water." Jesus would have given her the gift of Salvation, eternal life. The gift of God, that anyone may have, is the gift of salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ.

In Acts 2:38, we read, "Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." What a gift God gave me when He gave me the Spirit of God! It has been the Spirit of God Who saved me, made me love Christ, taught me whatever I know of the Scriptures today. It is the Spirit of God Who has kept me walking with the Lord when I have seen others fall to the wayside right and left. Oh, how He has kept me over the years! It is the Holy Spirit Who has taught me everything I know about the Lord, has made Him real to me, contacted God for me. The precious Spirit of God Who keeps us in touch with God.

In Romans 5.15, we read another wonderful word, and that is the fact that righteousness is a gift! Now this is a key passage in the Book of Ro​mans. The theme of Romans is "The Righteousness of God," that is, that righteousness that is acceptable to God, the righteousness that you and I must have if we are to be acceptable to Him. This righteousness is not a result of our works. What is it? In Romans 5:17 we learn that it is a GIFT. "If by one man's offense death reigned by one, much more they which received abund​ance of grace and of the GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS shall reign in life by one, Jesus Christ."

There we learn the amazing truth that you won't find anywhere else in literature, and that is that RIGHTE​OUSNESS (the kind that is acceptable to God) IS A GIFT. It is not some​thing that we work out ourselves. It is something GIVEN TO US. It comes from outside of ourselves, UNTO US. It is a gift, something we RECEIVE. Now we commonly think that righte​ousness in God's sight is something we do. But the fact is, God says that our very best cannot be perfectly righte​ous in His sight. Our BEST is FIL​THY RAGS in the sight of God; He is such a Holy Being. MAN IS SO FAR FROM GOD that there is nothing man can do that is thoroughly acceptable to Him, from the standpoint of "righte​ousness.”

Now what IS righteousness? It is a gift God GIVES unto us. When we put our trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, God gives unto us RIGHTEOUSNESS. That is, He COUNTS US RIGHTEOUS from that time on. He no longer sees us in our sins. He doesn't see us stumbling around down here. He sees us AS RIGHTEOUS AS HIS SON. He sees us IN CHRIST. We look like Jesus Christ to Him! And Jesus Christ is perfectly righteous. So, we learn that

RIGHTEOUSNESS is a GIFT God has given to us.

Friend, are you among those who are struggling to be perfect? Strug​gling to be righteous in God's sight? Fretting and worrying and trying to be righteous before God?

Someone may say, "Well, preacher, you don't mean then that Christians may live just any old way?"

No, I don't mean that at all. The real Christian will WANT to live as clean, and as right, and as holy, and as pure, and as true, as he possibly can! God admonishes us to be holy, for He is holy. But friends, if you live the very best life you can possibly live, you will STILL be conscious that you have fallen short of all you ought to be. And if YOU are conscious of it, how much more shall a HOLY GOD be conscious of it? No, you yourself are not righteous. You are not right enough for heaven. You are not right enough for God. You are not as right as God is. There have been deviations in your life, in your thinking, in your attitudes. You have sinned. Your very best is not good enough. We CONTIN​UALLY fall short, Paul says. The best Christian alive cannot approach God on the basis of his own rightness! So, if we have true righteousness, it must come from outside ourselves, outside our own efforts, outside our own ac​tions and thoughts. True righteousness does not have its origin in us. We are to be receptive, not active, in this matter. So God Himself gives to us the GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. One, big, lovely, glorious gift! RIGHTEOUS​NESS in His sight! He DECLARES us righteous WHEN WE BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus Christ. HE is our Righteous​ness. We are COMPLETE in HIM. Isn't that wonderful?

I thank God I have received that gift. I thank God I have thanked Him for that gift. How about you? You may have it, too, by simply believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. Whosoever believeth in Him shall not perish, and that means that your sins are forgiven completely, the sins of all your life. He blots out all sin and He doesn't see it anymore. He declares you righteous when you receive Jesus as your Saviour. He wants to give you the gift of righteousness, and when you re​ceive it, in Christ, you stand righteous in God's eyes from that moment on.

And then, Second Corinthians 9:15, "Thanks be unto God for His unspeak​able gift." What is meant by "unspeak​able?" It means something that can​not be expressed in words. It is im​possible to convey how much God's gift means to us. We cannot put it in words. We can only give thanks for it.

But we read of people who turn their backs on God's gifts. Hebrews 6:4. "It is impossible for those who have been once enlightened and have tasted the heavenly gift . . . to renew them again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh and put Him to open shame." They have "tasted" of the heavenly gift. They have just "tasted" but have not absorbed or appropriated. A "heavenly" gift means a gift from heaven, heavenly in nature, with its goal heaven.

It's wonderful that heaven is on the GIVING side, isn't it? Giving to men! That is what God is doing today. He is giving unto men of His unspeakable gifts. Have you received of Him, friend? Have you received His eternal life, His salvation, His Christ? All these are included in God's gifts. How wonderful of God to GIVE these unto men! Oh, may God help us today to really trust Him and love Him and live for Him.

But now let us get back to our text, Matthew 2:11, "They presented unto Him gifts." When they found the Babe, the wise men presented unto Him gifts.

What can WE give to the Lord Jesus? We can give Him our hearts! We can give Him our lives. We can give Him our time. We can give Him our thought, our service, our best, our praise, our testimony. Above all else, He wants us to be His witnesses. So let's give ourselves to the Lord today, by helping others in His Name. Let us witness for Him, win souls for Him. If we do, we'll be GIVING TO THE LORD JESUS.
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