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Four things that God cannot do! Now immediately someone will resist the idea that there is. anything that God cannot do, but when the Scriptures say there are some things that God cannot do, then, beloved, there ARE some things that God cannot do. Someone will quote the fact that all things are possible with God. That is true, but there is a limitation to that very word. We have to take everything into consideration when we study our Bible. There are two passages to which I want to call your attention. In Titus 1:2,  Paul says, "In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began." There is one 
thing that God cannot do: He cannot lie. I like that! That statement is the basis of any comfort any Christian has this morning.

If God cannot lie, I'm going to Heaven. If God lies, I'm going to Hell. Now that is the whole story. My eternal salvation rests on one thing: the bare fact that God cannot lie. That is where Paul bases his salvation. Paul wasn't trusting that marvelous experience he had on the Damascus road; He was trusting the CHARACTER of God, that God cannot lie. As a matter of fact, every DOUBT about God that you and I have is a slander at the character of God. Do you know that? Someone may say, "Well, yes, I repented of my sins and I accepted Jesus, but--‑I'm afraid I might not reach Heaven." That is a slander on God's character!

Isn't it? Every DOUBT‑--that is why God hates doubts and that is why God hates unbelief. It is a slander on  His character.  God says, in effect, 
"I cannot lie. If you trust my Son, I will bring you to Heaven. All you have to do is repent of your sins, and love my Son, and trust my Son and I promise you I will bring you to Heaven." Then someone comes along and does trust the Son, and gets scared half to death and says, "I can't make it to Heaven!" Well, that is a slander on God, it is a slander on His character. God cannot LIE! Paul says that underneath everything else, everything that gives him joy and assurance as he goes on toward the great Eternity out there, is the FACT that God cannot LIE. His character is unchangeable.

Let us look now at Hebrews 6, where we read the great statement about God's promise to Abraham, and that He would KEEP that Promise. In verse 18: "That by two immutable (or unchangeable) things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have the strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us." Titus 1:2 and Heb. 6:18: "It is impossible for God to lie." So there are some things  that are impossible for God to do, and I want to call your attention to four of them this hour. I pray that the Spirit of God will drive home to our hearts these truths.

The first thing is that He cannot justify ungodly men who refuse to put their faith  in Jesus. He can't do it.  The other day in Lincoln, Neb. I was handed a tract written by Dr. William R. Newell. He was one of the great grace teachers of this present age. I admire him. I like his books. I wish everyone would get his book on Romans and "eat it up"--‑just keep on eating it up, not stop eating it up! It is a marvelous exposition on the Grace of God and the Wrath of God. It is balanced. He doesn't stay on Grace; the Wrath is there, too. God Almighty gave that to William R. Newell. He said one day he was on his knees in his hotel room and was praying, and God unfolded that great plan to him. That is where he got that marvelous teaching in the epistle to the Romans. He has a little tract on “The Only people God Can Save." In Romans 4:4 he finds the idea that the only people God can save is ungodly people.  That statement is true! It is absolutely true.  He quotes, God justifies the ungodly.  He declares them justified.  But if you think that man stumbling down the street under the influence of liquor is on his way to Heaven; you are wrong. If you think the girl out there playing the harlot is justified and going to Heaven, you are wrong. The man who is conducting his business through stealing and lying, and making money through shady and dishonest methods is ungodly, but if you think he is justified, there is some mistake about it. If you think any soul that leaves Jesus out is justified, you are wrong. It is the soul that trusts Jesus and puts his faith in Jesus and who gives up his ungodliness who is justified. God CANNOT justify ungodly men who refuse to put their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  He can't do it! He is not going to do it. Now the text reads, "To him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted to him for righteousness." FAITH in ungodly men is the thing that brings salvation to their souls, and justification. Until a man comes to Jesus Christ and claims Him as Saviour, puts his trust in Him, lives for the Lord Jesus Christ, that soul shall be lost eternally, shall never be saved.

Now I want to remind you what Faith is. In the epistle to the Hebrews, Faith is called CONFIDENCE. "Cast not away your confidence!" Until a man comes to Jesus with confidence that He died for his sins on the cross, that Jesus Christ will forgive him, that Jesus Christ will blot out his sins, that Jesus Christ will lead him through life and death and bring him to Heaven; until such a soul has a real, living con​fidence that brings him to attach him​self to Christ, throw himself entirely upon Christ, such an ungodly person shall die, and such an ungodly soul will go to an ungodly Hell. God CANNOT justify ungodly people that refuse to put their faith in Jesus.

Faith is also described as OBEDIENCE, by Peter. We read in Peter's First Epistle, verse 2, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father through sanctification of the Spirit,

unto obedience and the sprinkling of the Blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you and peace be multiplied." You can say, "I'm one of God's elect," from now on. You can say, "I'm sanctified" from
 now on. But unless you have a life of obedience you are not among the ungodly that God justifies. God only justifies ungodly men who put their confidence in Jesus and obey Jesus. I don't care if a man has been baptized fifty times and has joined fifty churches; he is ungodly if he does not yield obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ. That is my fear about at least half of our church members.  They have 
no concern about this New Testament.  They show no concern about what Jesus Christ says to do. The church has to keep moving on the faithfulness of a little handful who have to break their
 hearts to keep it moving, carrying the weight of the great multitudes that simply come in and join the church. God save our church members who are ungodly! God save our ungodly church members who are going on just because they made a profession back yonder 
sometime and joined the church and think they are saved and going to Heaven. They are not concerned about  what Christ says. They are more concerned about what the newspaper, or magazine, says. The lewd book takes the place of his Bible. I tell you right now: when church members are like that, they are going to Hell! God cannot justify ungodly people that do not have faith in Jesus, come in confidence to Jesus, and yield obedience to Jesus! Make sure of that! You are not justified , my friend, until such is your case.

Now there is another thing, God CANNOT sanctify people who cling to their sins and refuse to give them up. God can't do it. Now it may not make any difference to you about the word, "Sanctification," but I want to tell you that increasingly the words "sanctification" and "holiness" mean something to me. I read "There is a holiness apart from which no man shall see the Lord.  That scares me.  I don't know about you, but my heart is crying out for holiness.  Now don't run away from that word! A holy life is simply a life that pleases God.  And if there is sin in your life, it can't please God. Nothing you can do can please God as long as you are holding on to secret sin.  Now just make up your mind to that.  I read in I Thess. 5:23, "and the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray your spirit soul and body be preserved  blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."  O, how many people in this room this morning can have any sense of feeling that your spirit is blameless? That your soul is blameless? That your mind is blameless during this past week? That your body is blameless? What have you been doing with that spirit of yours? Have you been worshiping God? What have you been doing with that mind of yours? Has it been pure and clean? Has it repelled everything that came to it that was dirty and unclean and unfit for the Presence of God? Tell me about that mind. Tell me about that body of yours. Have you come to the house of God with that body of yours stained by sin today? Do you sit in the house of God saying, "I'm a Christian," and yet there is not sanctification operating in your life? Sanctification is nothing more than a life lived pleasing to God. It is getting rid of things in your life that are displeasing to God.  We are to cleanse our souls! We are to wash our robes. My, how that word stabbed me the other day as I was coming down on the train, "These are they that washed their robes and made them white in the Blood of the Lamb." To be sure the Blood of the Lamb is avail​able for every soul, but you and I must wash our robes. We have to do the washing. We have got to be willing to get rid of these sins, otherwise Christ will never take them away from us. I tell you, there is a holiness apart from which a man will never see the Lord." I envy a man or woman that is purest, more than anybody else on this earth. There are two kinds of people I envy. The great soul‑winners and the people that are the cleanest and the most radiant, who carry with them a sense of the Presence of God. If I walk into someone's presence, and I feel God's Presence, I feel in my heart, "God make me like that! Make me like that!" That is the cry of my soul, to get cleaner before my God.

Yonder was a wicked old atheist. One, day he confided to a friend of his, "I can answer all the arguments the Christians throw at me, but I've got a godly little servant girl at home, and her pure and sweet and holy and beautiful life stagers and shakes me sometimes and scares me to death."

Brother, there isn't much Christian living today. I know that God CANNOT live a holy life through me unless I'm willing to get rid of sin; unless I ask God to create in me a clean heart; unless I ask God to sanctify me wholly, so that my spirit, soul and body may be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord. God cannot do it for me. He just sits up there in the Heavens and wants to do it, saying, "Jess, I want to pour myself through you. I want to purify your mind and your heart and soul. I want to make you like my Son, but you won't let me. You just cling to that old dirty sin and I cannot do anything in a dirty heart. I'm just not going to live in a thing like that.” God is not going to do it. He says, "I, the Lord your God, am holy."
Maybe some of you were saved back ten years ago, and you need a new touch from God. I had a letter in my mail this past week from a lady. She wrote, " Pray for me, preacher. I need a new touch from God." I wonder, if we’d tell the truth here this hour, if that isn't true of all of us? A new touch from God!  We are Sunday School teachers.  We have read the Bible. We have been serving in other ways.  
But we need a new touch from God. We will get it when we get alone 

with Him a whole day on our knees and mean business! Do you think we can get back to the old doctrine of "praying through?" I do. I believe in it! I don't think you have to pray through because God is reluctant to bless you, but I believe you have to pray through because you are reluctant to give up all your sins and your own will is keeping you from His blessing.  When we get to the place where He CAN touch us, God WILL touch us, and we'll know it. Not only will WE know it, but our family will know it, and our next door neighbors will know it, and everybody we come in contact with will know it.

I read about a missionary over in India. There came to him a professor who taught Comparative Missions in a theological school. This school was very worldly and very careless, as this man knew. 0h, he was a wonderful teacher, a brilliant man, but he went over there and he faced all the need of a mission field. He went up against all the darkness and souls crying out in the darkness for God. (Brother, just words won't get people to Christ.  Words don't convert souls. It takes the power of God.) He did not have that power, so he said to this man, "I’m going over here to the river bank and I’m going to stay on my knees until God gives me something.  Hours passed.  That 
man came back with a radiant face.  He said, "I went out there to get some ‘gasoline’ and came back with a brand new engine'." God give us “brand new engines” and plenty of “gas​oline” to keep going for Jesus! That is what we need. He got a touch from God that morning! I say, Amen. I want to have a touch from God. I'm going to keep on till God touches my soul.  
I'm not going to let Him go!  I want Him to do something for me He hasn't done before. I want Sancti​fication. Brethren, God wants to sanctify us wholly.  But He can't do it if we won’t let Him.

The next thing, God CANNOT 
re​ward in Heaven those who do not work for such reward. He cannot justly re​ward you if you do not do the work He gives you to do down here for which

the reward is given. He cannot reward you.  Certainly over there, there will be differences among the saints of God.  There will be different degrees of blessings that the Saviour will confer upon those who are faithful down here to the job He gave them to do. Now you may say, "I haven't any job." Oh yes, you have.  Every Christian has a job. We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, that He foreordained from the foundation of the world that we should walk in them. He has got a job for you. I read in the Gospel of Mark "to every man his work." He didn't say, “A work.” He didn't say "SOME work." But TO EVERY MAN

HIS WORK! There was a job given to me with my name on it from the pierced hands of Jesus, and He said, "Jess, won't you do this job?"  That is why I'm doing it. It is my business to do that job! If I do that job, there is reward for me. If I don't do the job He gives me to do, I lose those rewards, and it's a shameful thing, it's an awful thing, to stand before the Christ and miss the reward! "To every man his work." You may say, "Brother Hend​ley, I'm a very small person in the Kingdom of God." Well, I read about a great band one time. It was a huge band, and the piccolo player got discouraged one day and said, "Well, it doesn't make any difference about my little old part in this thing. They will never miss me at all. I just don't amount to anything." So he just stopped playing. They didn't go very far till all of a sudden the conductor threw up his hands and stopped that band and cried, "WHERE is the PICCOLO?" His trained ear knew something was missing. He knew his band, and I say to you this morning that Jesus knows His band. He knows when the piccolo player is missing. He wants the piccolo in there. It's important. The band won't be what it ought to be unless each player is doing his job.

Where would we have gotten in the Great War if everyone hadn't done the job? I tell you right now, beloved, Jesus has a place for you and a work for you, and you'd better do it. If you don't, someday you are going to meet Him. You are going to meet HIM! You and I are going to meet Him and it won't be long. Those who have been faithful are going streaming up and get great rewards. Some of us are going to be ashamed. You may say, "Very little I can do."

I read about a godly man who was in a great mission work, carrying on foreign missions, and one day in a meeting of the men, who had gathered together considering their finances, he was reading out the reports of various gifts that had come in. He read out, "One hundred dollars." (Applause, 0h, my!) Everybody started clapping en​thusiastically. "A hundred dollars. Fine, fine!" Then he read out, "Fifty dollars!" Every body clapped again and shouted, "Fine!" "Twenty‑five dollars! The clapping weakened a little. Then finally he read out "Fifty cents. "There wasn't any 
clapping There a was silence. He looked around, with the tears rolling down his cheeks, and said, "Lo, I hear the clapping of the Nail ​Pierced
 Hands.”  I have a letter right here with $1.00 enclosed. This lady said, "I made $1.50, washing, ($1.50 a week!) and I feel like I have to give a dollar to the Lord because He gives me the strength to do the washing."

I know where I'm going to stand on that day--‑WAY BACK YONDER, in the back, while some little old soul who gave everything she had receives the reward. Brethren, if we want our rewards, let's GET BUSY and GET THEM! Let's do something about it! Let's be willing to suffer for Christ!

I'm thinking today of Adoniron Judson. Coming down on the train the other day I read “Anne of Ava.” Listen to me, if you’ve got a dollar and can find that book, you get it and keep it and you read it; and after awhile, read it again; and in six months, read it again! I just sat there on that train and cried until I was ashamed of myself. A man crying over a little book! Ann of Ava is the story of Ann Judson, the wife of Adoniron Judson, and the sacrifices she and her husband made for Jesus.  Going overseas when nobody was going; starting missions  when there wasn't any mission from America at all; fighting their way through to get the churches to back them up; going out on old tramp ships in which nobody in the world would consider crossing an ocean today; going out to Rangoon and Burma; suffering disappointment; filth indescribable.  She was sick in body.  (The wife of one of the missionaries had died in a short time). There they were left alone. Their food was terrible, and they did not know whether their lives would be worth anything or not as they knew the natives were very wicked in that particular place. They sweated and labored four years, from seven o'clock in the morning till ten at night, studying that difficult language. Adoniron Judson studied Greek and Hebrew and all the rest of it, and he studied and worked and sweated until he turned out a dictionary and a grammar that they said was very accurate and wonderful. Finally they translated the Gospel of Matthew and finally all the Gospels, and then the entire Word of God and gave it into their hands. Years later 65,000 believers had come to the Lord Jesus Christ. The Judsons never lived  to see it. They went out there as pioneers. As I read the book, the thing that touched my heart was their constant suffering, and yet they never stopped.  There was that frail mother.  God gave them a little baby and that little child lay there in  its little crib and cooed, and they asked God to make it a missionary to come back to these people. Then it sickened and died. Then  God gave them another little baby and that little baby sickened and died. Mrs. Judson herself went through awful horrors because of her weak body. When he was thrown in prison into indescribable filth and indescribable horror she came there with that little baby that had just been born to show to its daddy, there behind the bars with his life constantly in danger. She went day by day to the governor begging for her husband's life all the time! Yet never thinking for a moment about quitting, but 
saying,  “We want to live and die among these people.”  Finally she had to come back to America to recover her strength or she would die out there. She came back and spent just enough time to get her strength back and then returned. Then Judson was called away shortly afterward to go back to the Government  to plead for freedom of religion  in that land. While he was  away (nearly a year) she sickened and died.  He tells about receiving that little black edged letter, and he thought, as he saw the black edge, "My little girl is gone."  But instead of his little girl, he read this message, written by an Englishman: "You have endured so

many griefs, it is with reluctance I write a an tell you Mrs. Judson is no more.”  She had taken sick while he was gone, and had slipped away into Eternity. He sat down and wrote home to her mother.  Oh, how he had loved that precious wife of his! He said, "I'm sitting here in this bamboo hut and out there is the grave with the fence around it that they put up. I with great agony, write and tell you your little girl has gone on home to Heaven.  Oh, get Ann of Ava an

read it, and if it doesn't break your heart, you haven't any heart. When I read something like that, I say, "God I’m not going to get within five miles of those dear friends when they stand

before Christ!”  
They suffered constantly for Jesus, but with fortitude and courage unbelievable, never thinking about turning back, never thinking about it, against obstacles you and I have never faced. They went right on through, suffering.  Yes, but it made them.  Before Mrs. Judson died, she was one of the saintliest persons.  One Englishman said as he was shown into her presence, "When I looked at her,  I knew a soul so close to God couldn't stay in this world very long." It wasn't long before that precious soul, cleansed by suffering in the fires of affliction


we have never dreamed about, went to meet her God.  One of the last things she said was, "I want to live and die among these people." They lived to see a few converts. The work today is


being carried on because of their faithfulness I want to just stand back there in the back, up in glory, when Ann and Adoniron Judson walk up to get their rewards. I want to see them! The were separated so long, but they won't be separated over there. They will be together throughout Eternity. There are separations down here for Jesus' sake. But there won't be any over there. There will be rewards. The Master Will say, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant." Oh, I want to be a good servant, don't you. I want to be a FAITHFUL servant.  Now the last thing I want to say to you is that 
God cannot bring to Heaven souls that haven’t been born again! He is not going to do it! He has warned us about it. If you want to go to Heaven, you make sure you are born again. If you are not sure, do not eat today, don't sleep tonight, don't eat tomorrow, don't sleep tomorrow night. Stop eating and sleeping till you KNOW you are born again! Christ is either your Advocate or He is your Judge. 

A woman wrote to a lawyer who had defender her before and said, "I have another case. I want you to defend me. I want you to be my lawyer, my advocate.”  He replied, "Madam I am no longer an advocate; I'm now a judge.

Today, unsaved Friend, Christ will be your Advocate! Come with your poor sins, confessing you have sinned against high Heaven and God, and claim Him as your Saviour. He will go to the Father and get it all fixed up.  He will plead the case. But if you DIE without Christ today He will no longer be your Advocate. He will be your Judge. He says so and He means what He says.

Samuel Johnson thought death was so serious, and that the meeting with Christ was so serious that when he came to die he was greatly disturbed about his own condition. When a friend said to him, "Haven't you ever heard, Mr. Johnson, that there is a Redeemer? Haven't you ever heard? Why are you
 agonizing on your death‑bed like this, afraid to meet Christ?  Haven't you

heard of a Redeemer? Samuel Johnson very solemnly replied, "Yes, but I read that the Redeemer will say to some who THOUGHT Him as their Redeemer, I never knew you."  It wasn't real.  
You made a profession and you thought you were all right, but you weren't!  Oh, God wants to make it sure.
"Ye MUST be born again." YOU'VE GOT TO BE BORN AGAIN! You can talk about my preaching all you please, but let me tell brother, that anyone who sits under this voice will come face to face with the solemnities of Eternity  as long as I can preach. "Ye must be born a again!"

I've told you an I haven't joked about it. I haven't played with your soul.

God is not lying when He says He will take to Heaven the Born Again. God is not lying when he says He casts into Hell those who are not born again.  God cannot lie either way.

A young girl wrote me a letter. Here it is: "I want you to pray for me. The other day I ran away, mocked my mother, went to a dance, and got drunk.  Preacher, I'm afraid I'm going to slip into Hell." Little girl, you surely will, unless you are born again, and when you are born again you can fling your disobediences away. You can fling the world away. You can fling drink away, your dance and everything else when you are born again by the grace of God. You'd better do it! Better do it! Ye must be born again. God cannot take to Heaven people who are not born again. My friend can you say you are born again?  Are you ready right now to meet the Lord? Would God Almighty take you to Heaven if your heart stops beating in the next hour? 

Listen,  yonder was a missionary sitting down talking to an unsaved soul.  This man came in to the missionary and said to him, "I want to be saved. Tell me how to be saved and go to Heaven!" The preacher picked up his New Testament and started to read him some scriptures, and the man quietly and gently reached over and closed his Bible and took it and laid it to one side, and he looked the missionary in the face and he said, "Mr. Missionary, tell me HOW YOU WERE SAVED!  Tell me your experience with God! I'm not throwing off on the Bible! But I want you to tell me how YOU were saved!" What that man wanted to say was, "Mr. Missionary, you have been preaching to us, now tell me have you got what you've been preaching. Beloved, if you say to me, "Jesse Hendley,” are you sure you are born again.  If there is anything I AM sure about, I KNOW I'VE BEEN BORN AGAIN! I know that.  And God wants you to know it. He wants to give you the new birth. He wants to save your soul.  If death catches you without the new birth, you will find yourself in Hell. For God can​not lie, and it is down on record that He will never bring to Heaven a soul unless that soul has been born again.

Oh, will you tell the Lord right now, "I'm not sure about my soul. I'm not sure that I'm born again but I want to be." Well, God wants you to be sure and He will give it to you if you are willing to take Christ with all your heart and soul. He is willing to save you. By taking Jesus as your Saviour definitely and openly. He will save you and give you the new birth. I wouldn't let Him go till I knew I was born again! You may say, "I'm not sure" Beloved, if you are not sure, hadn't you better make sure?

Church member, are you sure?

Our Father, we thank you this morn​ing for the Holy Spirit. We thank you for the plainness of thy Word. Thou dost know that every word that has been spoken was spoken in Christian love and with only one desire, that be​ing to get men across the line into Heaven, and after they are across the line, to help them get others across the line into Heaven. Oh, Lord, we pray for these friends who have re​sponded and may they realize you have done all You can do to save them. May they realize now that there is something for them to do. They must step out voluntarily and accept Jesus as their Saviour, and their Christ, and their Lord, and by accepting Him, receive the New Birth, which God giveth to them that obey Him. We now thank You for every soul that obeys You this hour and accepts Your salvation, in Jesus' Name. Amen.
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