FOUR LOVES PART I

Jesse M. Hendley

I John 4:7-8

We are discussing love. If you want to know the real importance of love, whether you love or not determines whether or not you go to heaven. You say, "The Lord puts that on the word believe." But any belief that doesn't love is not a saving belief. Demons believe in God and in Christ, but they are lost. They never will be saved. They do not love God. They believe He exists. They believe Jesus is the Son of God. They obeyed the Lord Jesus Christ, but they did not love Him. God says that love is the most important thing in the world. I John 4:7-8, "Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. " So we can know whether or not we are born again if the chief characteristic of our lives is love. If we do not have it, we do not know God. When you believe in God, He comes into your heart and changes it to a heart of love. It comes from God because God is love. Love is the most beautiful thing in the world. If we do not have it, it is a tremendous loss. If we have it, we ought to be extremely happy. I want to divide this message into four thoughts; (1) Love for Self, (2) Love for Family, (3) Love for This World, and (4) Love for God.

"Love for Self" 

First we will discuss "Love for Self." Many people draw back from that. When I began to preach, I thought that love for self was unusual. I thought that loving self would be selfish and that is the opposite of what God is; therefore we are not supposed to love ourselves. But this is where we want to let the Word of God teach us, friends. The only thing to do is to come to the Bible and get rid of preconceived ideas and notions, and simply let God's Word say what it wants to say. Time and again God tells us to love ourselves.

"Love thy neighbor as thyself," is a very familiar passage from the Word of God, from the lips of Jesus Christ. By all means love your neighbor. Our Lord went into that very definitely and what real love for neighbor is in the story of "The Good Samaritan." Love reveals itself in practical ways of help​ing other people. We are to love our neighbors, but we are to love ourselves equally.

I am responsible for myself. If I do not love myself, I will not believe on Jesus and I will lose my soul because nobody else can believe on Jesus for me. "For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?" (Mark 8:36). I can't lose your soul, and you can't lose mine. I cannot stand in your shoes, if you are a Chris​tian, at the Judgment Seat of Christ. You will stand there in your own shoes, facing your own life that you lived in this world, and so will I. That is a sobering thought.

How we ought to be serving the Lord with all our hearts of love. If I do that, I will have nothing to fear when I come to the Judgment Seat. II Corinthians 5:10, "For we must all (as believers) appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." So our lives are coming into review before the Lord Jesus Christ. That makes every day of our lives very serious.

If I don't love my body, I won't look after it. I am to look after it. I am the first one who knows where I hurt, what may be wrong and that I ought to go to the doctor. My loved ones may urge me to go and doctors may help me, but if I do not go to the doctor or do what he tells me to do, then I will suffer the consequences. Many people have died because they refused to go to the doctor. They should have looked after them​selves. Nobody can look after you in many things of this life except you.

Are you looking after yourself, or are you careless about yourself? Some people let themselves go and will not look after an ailment. I put it this way and it has been a guideline for me, "I'll take care of Jess Hendley for Jesus' sake because the greatest thing I can give to Jesus is the life of Jess Hendley." He wants my soul, my life. "My son, give me thine heart (my total being)." I must look after my life for Jesus' sake to let Him live His life in and through me. That is what the Christian life really is. If you love yourself, you will make sure that you are saved above everything else.

There is nobody like you. God made you an individual. Nobody came into this world with you but God, nor will they be with you when you go out. We come into the world only with God and we go out only with God. That is the seriousness of recognizing my strong individualism and the necessity of know​ing Jesus for myself, walking with God myself, and living my own Christian life that nobody else can live.

Consider a man today who ignores the Bible, ignores church, ignores the evi​dences of God round about him, and lives only for earth and time. He gets everything he wants in this world and is not living for the other world. He is losing his soul. A man loses his soul because he doesn't love himself. Live for the other world. This world is passing away. We will leave everything behind when we leave this world.

"God Loves You"

There are people who have a bad self​ image even in ordinary life. They are always running themselves down. God made you. There is a picture of a young boy saying, "God didn't make anything bad when He created us, so I must be worth something." You are worth some​thing by creation and by redemption.

God loves you. Don't forget that. Don't let anybody keep you from un​derstanding that God loves you just as you are! Anyhow! Say it over and over again. Say it as you look into the mirror. Read it in the Word. He does love you, and you are to love yourself and love God. As you do, the Spirit of the Lord will operate in you. Be sure you receive Christ as your Saviour and He will come in and bring the very life of God and that life will love. Love your​self, love fellow Christians, love this lost world, and love God.

"Love for Family"

Turn to Ephesians 5:22 and 25. It speaks about wives and husbands. Let's see what God says. Real love is real caring. When we care, we will reveal it in our thoughts, our speech, and our actions. In discussing "Love for Fam​ily," let's start with the husband. 

"Husbands"

Verse 25, "Husbands, love your wives. "It means each individual hus​band, love your wife. Love your wife, not somebody else's wife. Many people transgress this. If they knew the cost, they would never do it. It costs some​thing to break up a home. Many a man has seen someone else walk by whom he wanted more than his wife and has broken up his home to follow that other person, and boy did he pay---money, mind, soul, distress, conviction, and con​demnation in the heart. My, the price of sin! We are seeing it everywhere.

I was speaking to a group of men in a seminar. We were having a wonderful time. These men were listening to every word. I came to this as I was speaking on love. I asked the husbands there, "Husbands, what do you think about when you think about your wife? Do you think about your secretary in your office? Do you think about how you go home and your wife is tired because she has been working with the children and chores all day, and she may not be as attractive as you would like for her to be? You just left the office where some lady is all dressed up. Do your thoughts go in that direction?" God says, "Hus​bands, love your wives."

How would our wives feel if they knew the thoughts of men about other women? I have had wives tell me how they hurt as their husbands have looked at another woman passing by. She was not the first in his thoughts at that moment. It is awful not to be loved.

I have often thought that if a woman would have her husband live the life she lives for only 24 hours, he would have more sympathy with her in the things of life. I know about this because my wife has died. The things that she did for me that I am having to do now for myself make me realize more than ever that this is a partnership. How valuable a wife is! How costly to lose her and to break up a home, beside the person of love that is in that person. There is some​thing inside that person that love can bring out that is beautiful beyond words.

How much are husbands to love their wives? "Even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it.”  That's a big order. So, husband, according to the Spirit of God, through the apostle Paul giving us the mind of God, God says that you are to love your wife with the same depth of love and caring that Christ had when he left heaven and went to the cross and died for your soul, Love your wife enough to die for her. That would save so many homes today that have been wrecked by divorce. Sixty percent of our homes are in the divorce courts.

Instead of obeying the command in verse 25, men often give in to the deceits of today and go chasing after somebody else. (It is on TV, on the radio, and in the books you read.  Sex.  Sex.  Sex. It is a deception.) They wind up sick in their hearts, disobedient to God, and, if they are saved, they will have to face that broken life at the Judgment Seat of Christ. Those years that could have been spent living for God are lost forever. A man cannot live his life all over again. He cannot go back and love his wife for the years he did not.

Then He says, “That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word. That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy (totally separated unto God) and without blemish " (Ephesians 5:26-27). Not many people are totally separated unto God today.

Verse 28, "So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies." A man takes care of his body. If he is smart, he will take care of his wife. How many men let their wives go down the drain and do they pay--- financially, in mental distress, in conscience. We cannot dis​obey God's Word and get by. Oh my, the price people pay because they do not love their wives as their own bodies. If something is wrong with our bodies, we go to the doctor or somewhere to get help. That is the way it ought to be with our wives.

“He that loveth his wife loveth him​self.”  Men look after themselves natu​rally. Verse 29, “For no man ever yet hated his own flesh.... " And yet men come to the place where they hate their wives and that is why they discard them. What does he do with his own flesh? If he is intelligent, he nourishes it and cherishes it, “...but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church.” He should do the same for his wife.

Verse 30, “For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones." That is intimate. A man should be joined to his wife like flesh and bones are joined in the body.

Verse 31, “For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined (glued) unto his wife, and they two shall become one flesh." Nothing separates that joining in the eyes of God but death or unfaithfulness by one or both parties.

Verse 32, “This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church." The analogy of Christ's love and relationship to the church and a Christians love for Christ is the way it ought to be with a man loving his wife and the wife her husband in this world. 

Verse 33, “Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence (fear in Greek) her husband." The word fear carries with it the thoughts of being serious, respectful, and reverent. It is the same word used of reverence for God in “the fear of the Lord.”

At the close of the meeting, a man came up to me with tears literally drop​ping off his cheeks. He looked at me and said, "God spoke to me tonight. I have been macho in my home. I ruled the roost. I ran the show and was iron handed. I see tonight that God tells me, as a husband, I am to love my wife enough to die for her, as much as Christ loved our souls and gave Himself to die for us. I have not been a loving hus​band. I have not been a loving father to my children. I have ruled them with an iron rod. I have some changes to make. I must go home and do a lot of loving. I want you to pray for me that I will be the husband to my wife and the father to my children that God commands me to be."

"Fathers"

When we came to children, I quoted Ephesians 6:4, “And ye fathers, pro​voke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and ad​monition of the Lord.” A man can't bring up his children for the Lord unless he knows the Lord and is surren​dered to Him. He won't teach them the Bible or have a family altar and pray with them. He won't take them to Sunday School. He won't look after their souls and make sure they are saved. Oh, father, do you have a son or a daughter that you believe would be in hell if he died today? The first respon​sibility of a daddy to his child is to seek the salvation of his soul. How impor​tant it is for a father to be a godly man, one who walks with God. A disobedi​ent father cannot go back and love his children and win them for the years that he failed to be a daddy in the home that he should have been and the leader of their spiritual lives.

"Obey God"

That man I mentioned was profoundly moved. He will turn things around. But I wonder how many men reading this will not? I wonder how many men reading these words will go chasing after somebody else and break up his home at great expense financially, men​tally, spiritually, and physically? When you are wrong in your heart, it has an effect on your physical body. Stress, heart attacks, and strokes come when men fail to live by the rules God sets forth in His Word. When we get saved, God puts a Book into our hands. It works when we obey its teachings.

An unsaved man is on his way to hell anyway, but he can turn it around too, if he will receive Christ. If he will love himself and look after his own soul, then he will look after the soul of his wife and take care of her needs, and he will look after the souls of his children and their needs. What a happy home that will be.

I knew a man who got saved. He had been walking away from God, but the Lord convicted him. After he was saved, he said, "What can I do for my family?" They decided to set aside every Thurs​day night as Family Night in the home. Each child could select, on his given night, what they would do, what they would eat, and where they would go. He said he thought it might be rough at first, but it turned out to be a real and blessed adventure. Oh, my friend, give yourself to your wife and children in the love of God and Christ.

"Wives"

Now let's discuss the wives and how they are to love their husbands in God's plan. Ephesians 5:22, "Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord." That is a big dose for the modern woman to swallow. Today, women are on their own in so many instances. Many are single and running their own lives. But in the home where a person is married, in God's plan, the wife is to submit herself unto her hus​band, to be subject unto him.

Titus 2:5 says that wives are to be "obedient to their own husbands." I Peter 3:6 speaks of Sarah as being the example of a godly wife who "obeyed Abraham, calling him lord (master)." "Oh," you say, "The Bible is out of date." Is it?

"Order of Authority"

Let me remind you that there is an order of authority in the three great Divine Beings. They are one in unity, but They are three personalities---the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. God is the Father, running the show. Christ is the Son, obedient to His Fa​ther. (John 8:29, "I do always those things that please him.") The Holy Spirit is the executive of the Godhead. He convicts us, teaches us, indwells us and is our companion on the way to heaven to help us all the way.

We read that Christ is subject to God the Father. He did everything that God the Father told Him to do. I Corinthians 11:3 "The head of every man is Christ, and head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God." So, when Christ says that the wife is to be subject to the husband, He is telling her to do as He is doing. He lived not to please Himself, but God, His Father. Do it for Jesus' sake. You'll find out that things will turn out blessed when you do. Many a lost husband has been won by a godly, loving Christian wife who obeyed this Word of God.

It isn't easy for flesh to be obedient to the Word of God. We all want to have our own way. But the supreme subject of the Bible, next to God Himself in the three members of the Trinity, is THE WILL OF GOD for me. And only to the degree that I live in the will of God (the plan of God for my life), will I stand at the Judgment Seat of Christ joyfully, because I have lived His way. I have submitted myself to God's way of life, following His plans instead of my own plans. That is what we are to do. 

"Obey"

Wives, obey your husbands. Let him take the lead in the home. This is the normal thing that God wants. When a wife seeks to place herself in this posi​tion, God works out things in an amaz​ing way for her.

Women generally have a sense of need and dependence. They need security. Many times it is not easy for a woman to totally let her husband take the lead and do the work that he needs to do and go with him to the places he needs to go. (Ruth 1:16, "Wither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge.") She needs to be obedient to her husband, be with her husband, and be the helpmeet to help him on the way. God created Adam first, and then created Eve to be his help meet (one along side of him, his complement). They are to be mutually helpful to each other. When a husband loves his wife with a total love, she can submit herself to her husband with a total love. But she is to do it anyway, and when she does, somehow or another, God works it out when she is obedient and fulfills her part in God's plan for the home. 

"Submit"

Somebody might say, "Well, my hus​band doesn't love me like Christ loves the church, therefore I don't have to submit myself." No, that is not true. Each command from God is individual, not contingent on the others behavior. When you pray about it and seek to do it, it is amazing how God will work these things out in your life. Don't give up and say, "This won't work in my home."

And, husband, don't say, "I'll go to another woman because my wife does not submit herself unto me." That does not give you the right to go to another woman. If you do, you are headed for serious trouble. Anyone who will fol​low through on divorce and the conse​quences of it will see that it is no picnic, by any means. It is a great sorrow and a great heartache. Great trauma comes through it.

I know of a lady who sat through a seminar where the teacher was teaching women their place of submission to their husband. In this particular case the husband felt there was a call for him to go to work in another city in his busi​ness. But they owned a home and had their children in school. The move involved a lot of changes in this present life and she didn't want to go. There was a sense of security where she was and a sense of insecurity if she had to leave. So, this teacher spoke on submis​sion, and the fact that the husband is to look after the wife, take care of her, and provide security for her through his living and the wife needs to cooperate and be a helpmeet along the way. That is the way God intended marriage to be. We should move toward that.

It does not excuse us if the other party is not what they ought to be. We must be what we ought to be. Before God, the husband must not give an account for the wife, nor a wife for her husband. Each person must give an account for himself, before God, about this com​mand.

After hearing this teaching, this lady went home and read the notes she had taken at the seminar to her husband. She said, "This is what I am to do. I want you to know if you want to go to this other town and work, I am with you. God wants me to go with you and help you on the way. I want to be the wife God wants me to be because I will meet God with this command." That eased the way for this man to make his decision to go to this particular place. When we do this, God will certainly send the blessing.

I knew of a similar situation where things were healed when a wife said, "I am going to be subject to my husband." The tension went down the drain and things were made happy in that home.

If we study God's Word and follow His instructions, we come out well. If we do not, trouble ensues. No situation is hopeless. Any moment in a person's life that he turns to God with an honest heart, receives Jesus, reads the Bible, seeks to live it by the power of the Spirit, God will bless that life. He will bring us out of any distress we are in and give us the victory as we move on toward glory.

"Headship"

Ephesians 5:23, "For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the Saviour of the body." Throughout this passage, we have the analogy of a husband and wife in this world to Christ and the born again believers who form the Church. Verse 24, "Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything." That is important. God's Word says that the wife is to respect her husband as the head of the home and be subject to him in everything.

Wives and husbands, how they need help today. There is a way out of a stressful situation where love and faith​fulness to God abide. Faithfulness is so important. LOVE never fails. 

"Children"

Now we'll discuss children. Ephesians 6:1, "Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this is right. "It is right for children to obey their parents. It is wrong if they don't.

Verse 2, "Honor thy father and thy mother; which is the first command​ment with promise." Honor them as the rulers over your life. What was the promise? Verse 3, "That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth. " If you are obedient to your parents, you will have a good life and a long life, as promised.

Verse 4, "And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." How many fathers pro​voke their children to anger and it's not the child's fault? It's the father's fault because he does the provoking. How many times children run away from home because their fathers provoked them. God will blame those fathers because they did not bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

It is not easy to let your children go. They are under your jurisdiction as long as they are youthful, but there comes a time when they become adults and they are to go. They must assume their own responsibility. You don't try to run their lives anymore. They must choose their own lives and what they will do, say, and think, and they must live with the consequences that follow. There comes a time that you don't deal with children as father and mother anymore, but as adults. You help them and love them, but you don't run their lives. They must run their own lives. "So then everyone of us shall give account of himself (alone) to God" (Romans 14:12).

Love in the family: husband for wife and children, wife for husband and children, and children in obedience and love to parents. Are we leading this kind of life or do we need to straighten up our homes? Love your family, as you should.
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