FOUR LOVES---PART II
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I John 4:7

"Love This World"

Turn to I John chapter 4. We will now discuss "Love for This World. " When you are born again and have the life of God, the chief characteristic of your life is love. Verse 7, "Beloved (loved of God), let us love one another; for love is of God (has its source in God); and every one that loveth is born of God."

If I were to ask you, "Do you know God?" Perhaps you would say, "Yes." If love is not the chief characteristic of your life, then you don't know Him. This is the main test for whether or not you know God. Do you show love at home, on the job, at school, to your husband or wife, to your son or daugh​ter, to your in-laws, to the people at church, to the people whom you meet? There is so much animosity, ill will, and hatred in the church, that it is a wonder that God is able to get anyone saved. How many Christians are in the way of the work of God? He is going to move them out of the way. If you carry around ill will in your heart all the time for loved ones in your own home, then don't say that you have God in your heart. That is not godlike. 

"God's Love"

Love this world. Why? Because God does. We are so familiar with John 3:16, but sometimes familiarity will breed darkness toward a certain truth. "God so loved the world." By the world, He is talking about every hu​man being He created. He made you, the murderer, the adulterer, the dope addict, the harlot, and the home wrecker. He didn't make them sin. That was their own choice. God gives us life. We choose what to make of it. God loves this world. The proof is that "He gave his only begotten Son" for the life of the world. He gave Jesus to come down and die for my sins and for yours and every human being's in this world who has ever been born or ever will be born. He died that we might be saved, be changed in this life, and begin to live and love like God.

The world isn't lovely, but that didn't keep Jesus from coming. Many people never come to understand their sins. You will never understand salvation until you understand that you are a sinner and have a need for salvation. I have had people tell me, "I am not a sinner," but I think they mean, "I haven't murdered anybody yet, so I am pretty good." They have no con​ception of what God is. The only way you can get that is to be born again by the Scriptures. They reveal that we all have sinned and continually come short of what we ought to be. The best you can do is still obnoxious to God. God hates every evil thought, and yet He loves us enough to give the Son of His heart to die for us. We are to love the world the same way--- enough to give our lives to win souls to God.

When did God begin to love this world? Revelation 13:8, Christ is "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world." That means that before God ever made the sun or the moon or the stars, when He was just beginning to lay the foundation of this entire uni​verse, He realized that man would fall. He knows everything from the beginning. He knew that all human beings would need a Savior in order that He might live with us. God can't live with us with sin between us. God can't put up with sin. He must punish it. "The wages of sin is death." In​stead of killing us, He killed His own Son. He sent Jesus to the cross in tremendous love to my soul. I am to love souls in that manner. I can't do that by myself, but He does it through me. Whatever love I have had over the years for lost souls, in giving my life to win people to Christ, is because God is in my heart.

In Jeremiah 31:3 God says concern​ing Israel (and it concerns every human being), "I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness have I drawn thee."  People think God will love them when they live right. This says the very opposite. God says He loved us first, then He drew us and we came to Him. With God, there is no time. So when He speaks of an "everlasting love" and loving us "before the foundation of the world," it means an eternal love that has no beginning and no end. In God's mind He always loved you and me and every soul. Everybody in the world could be saved, but many vainly struggle to get victory over their sins and plunge down to ruin simply be​cause they don't take God's remedy which is to receive Christ. He brings the life of God and the Holy Spirit indwells us to give us victory over sin. 

"Two Moravian Christians"

God loves the world because He is love. Do you love the world? Do you love lost souls? I read recently of two Moravian Christians who learned of a Leper Colony. These people lived with leprosy and nobody cared for them. Everybody was running from them "Unclean! Unclean! " They would have to scream. So about 100 of them lived alone. They were lost and needed the gospel. They needed somebody to tell them about Jesus. These two Moravians dedicated their lives to reaching those lepers. They knew when they went into that colony and lived with those people in order to win them that they would probably contract the dreaded, deadly disease of leprosy and die. That is precisely what hap​pened. But before they died, they had won many, many of those lepers to Jesus. They literally laid down their lives for those lost people in order to win them to Christ. That is what God did. God gave His Son. Christ came from heaven and gave His life.

"Love One Another"

I John 4:11, "Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another." If God loved the world enough to give His Son to die for us, then we ought to love the world when we are saved with the same love of God that we will give ourselves, as much as we can, to win them to Jesus. Do you care about souls? That doesn't mean you have to be an evangelist, or a pastor, or a Bible teacher. Every Christian is to be a witness to others. Acts 1:8, "Ye shall be witnesses unto me." That is the one purpose of our existence in this world and why Christ leaves us here instead of taking us to heaven the moment we are saved.

If we love others and seek to win them to Jesus, making a living will no longer be the first priority. Matthew 6:33, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you." I have proven this in my life for 63 years. I know it is so. You can't put the Lord, His Word, and soul-win​ning first in your life without God taking care of you. He will do it every time. So, my beloved friends, we are to love the world---not the sins, but the souls of lost people.

"Love for God"

Turn to I John 5:1-3. We are going to discuss "Love for God." It should be obvious that nobody can go to heaven without loving God. One day a very discerning lawyer came to Jesus and said, "Master, which is the great commandment in the law?" (Matthew 22:36). (They had over 600 commandments in the Old Testament. There were not only ten. Those were the ones God gave especially to Israel from Mt. Sinai. There were other commandments throughout the Book.) Unhesitatingly, Jesus summed up the life that God expects of us in one sentence, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart (your affec​tions), and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind (your mental powers)." "Romans 8:28"

The total person is to love God first, foremost, and totally. If a person would do that, wouldn't God look after that person? Wouldn't Romans 8:28 be fulfilled then? "And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God. " It doesn't say that all things are good. It says that all things work for good. This includes our distresses, our difficult times, depression, sickness, old age, finan​cial reverses, loved ones turning aside from us, and whatever may come. All things do "work together for good" to those who love the Lord. That is the qualification. There is a variant read​ing that "God makes all things work together for good to those who love Him. "

When I was dying of grief, God made it "work together for good." Never have I had sympathy for people like I do now, because I have been there. I used to preach funeral ser​vices and I thought I was sympathiz​ing with people. I did the best I knew how from the Word of God and in love to people, but I didn't know what they were going through because I hadn't been there. But when you have been there, then you can comfort others "by the comfort wherewith we our​selves are comforted of God." Take that into account. And when you are asking, "Why is God letting me go through this?" ask, "What is He try​ing to teach me in this? What blessing does He have for me in this trial?" He means it for a blessing. Read Romans 5:1-3.

It does not apply to the man who does not love the Lord. Things don't work together for good for him. Things are working toward his eternal destruc​tion. He is on probation. He was already under sentence the first time he heard about Christ and deliberately and willfully rejected God's will for him to receive Jesus and make Him Savior and Lord of his life. He became condemned that moment. People are condemned, not because they are sin​ners, but because they have "not be​lieved in the name of the only begotten Son of God" (John 3:18). Why? Verse 19, "And this is the condemnation, that men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil." Men will not come to the light because their deeds would be reproved. Men do not want to be reproved. They don't want to say, "I am a sinner and I need God's free forgiveness in Christ." They say, "I can earn my way to heaven. I can be good enough. God will have to receive me upon the basis of my performance and my work that I do for Him." That is homemade religion. People who follow it are going to hell. God says so in His Word. They have turned down God's way.

"God's Way„

God's way is for us to face the fact that we are sinners and repent of our sins, which carries with it a sense of guilt, a sense that we are wrong, a sense that we need mercy from God and the love and grace of God. He wants us to give up living for our​selves, and to give our hearts and lives to Jesus. Then we need to seek from that moment on to let Christ live His life in and through us. Then "all things work together for good" to that person. God underwrites the person who comes God's way through Christ and really devotes his life to living for the Lord Jesus and letting Him have His will.

A man said to me, "I have to go out and fight the world to make a living. I can't live the singular life all the time that some others can live." Every​body has to make a living. But all people can worship the Lord and live for God. Even the life of making a livelihood is a sacred life in the will of God.

"Some Do Not Love God." 

Everyone does not love God. In John 5:42 Christ said, "But I know you, that ye have not the love of God in you." To whom was He speaking? Adulterers? No. Harlots? No. Drunk​ards? No. Liars? No. Thieves? No.  Outstanding sinners? No. He was talk​ing to the Scribes and Pharisees --- the religious leaders of His day who were trying to kill Him. They were sup​posed to be representing God, Who is love, yet they hated God's Son. They were not spiritual enough to under​stand the Bible prophecies and see that Christ perfectly fulfilled those proph​ecies relative to His First Coming. Their lives were filled with hatred while they were claiming to be God's leaders and in touch with God.

I often think about that as I look over an audience of people in a church and say in my heart, "You can be sitting here in this church today as lost as a murderer because we are all sinners.” We all offend God to a greater or lesser degree. God cannot take any sin or sinner to heaven. Sin must be judged and punished. It was, in Christ, on the cross. He died for everybody. If we turn Him down, individually, we will have to face our sins.  

In John 8:24, He says, "If you be​lieve not (with a saving belief) that I am he (the Messiah, the Son of God, your Savior), ye shall die in your sins." He is the only One Who can save from sin. He is the great sin bearer. He is the Lamb of God that took away the sins of the world. If you do not receive Him, then your sins are not taken away. They are before God and they must be judged. As surely as God judged Jesus when He became sin for you, He will judge you if you reject Jesus as your Savior Who bore your sin. Sin must be paid for and it will be. How wonderful that when we admit we are sinners and simply trust Christ's death for our sins, God says we are saved!

"Love God"

Finally, we will discuss "Love for God." I John 5:1, "Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God. " Whoever comes as a sinner and believes that Jesus died for his sins on the cross and receives Him into his heart with gratitude and grate​fulness that Jesus died for him is born of God. He must believe in Jesus as his own personal Savior, not just intellec​tually as a historical event.

Continuing with verse 1, "...and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him." He "that begat" is God the Father. He "that is begotten of him” is Christ. If we love God, then we will love Christ. Let not any man say that he loves God if he does not love Christ. He does not. This cuts out the so-called "great religions" of earth that reject Jesus Christ. God has only one Son, and it wasn't Confucius or Mohammed or Buddha. I'm not speak​ing ill of these men, but they simply are not sons of God. God had only one Son---Jesus Christ. He is the only Savior according to the teachings of the Bible. If you are going to accept anybody else but Jesus as a Savior or even put him in the same category with Jesus, then you will have to throw your Bible away. If you do that, you have no revelation and you cannot know God. The world will tell you how great He is and how big He is, but it cannot tell you how much He loves you. That is in the Bible.  So, if we love God, we will love the One begotten of God, His only begotten Son.

Verse 2, "By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep His commandments." So, what is love for God? We love God and keep His commandments. A saved person loves God and manifests it by picking up the Bible, loving it, seeking it, and constantly searching it diligently to know God's ways and to live pleasing to God according to the Bible. You say, "Well, that rules out a lot of people." I am aware of that. I don't believe there are many born again people in this world today, com​paratively, because the chief charac​teristic of a born again person is that he loves God and when he loves God, he loves himself, his family, lost souls, and fellow Christians.

I John 4:12, "No man hath seen God at any time. "Dr. G. Campbell Mor​gan quaintly says. "No man has seen even his own neighbor at any time." What did he mean? You don't actually see a total person. You don't com​pletely know your wife or your hus​band, or your son, or your daughter. You say, "I know my husband."

No you don't. "I know my wife." No you don't. You know anyone only partially. Nobody can read your mind. Nobody can know what you are really thinking unless you tell them.

Continuing with verse 12, "If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. " We are to love God. He that loves knows, God and lives with God.

Does God live on earth today? Yes! Where? In the heart, mind, inner be​ing of every person who believes in Christ. The Bible teaches that when we receive Jesus Christ as our Savior, He comes in and lives in us and through us the very life of God. God is love, so He will love everyone we touch through us! How wonderful. God bless you.
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