FOUR JUDGMENTS
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II Corinthians 5:8

A friend of the broadcast wrote to us after the death of her husband, saying, "He was a sincere and honest Christian. He loved the Lord Jesus Christ." What a wonderful thing! Then she went on to say, "There is one thing that is not very clear to me. When a Christian passes on, does he go right on to be with God, or does he await the final judgment?" She adds, "I am praying for your work, as my husband often did."

"When a Christian passes on, does he go right on to be with God, or does he await the final judgment?" The answer is, he goes immediately to be with the Lord.

We have a plain statement given in Second Corinthians 5:8. "To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord." When that husband breathed his last breath, he became absent from the body. He left the body. That is the difference between life and death. The one you loved isn't there. The body is there, but HE isn't there. The personality is gone; the house is empty now‑--there is no body occupying it. The soul isn't there. The soul is PRESENT WITH THE LORD. Now that means instantaneously. There is no interval between. The soul is immediately in the Presence of Christ. How fast? How quickly?

Well, when He comes again, it will be "in the twinkling of an eye. The Greek there is "atom." "Atom" comes from two Greek words meaning an indivisible part of time; a part of time that cannot be cut up, it is so small. As quickly as you can bat an eye! An indivisible moment of time! When Jesus descends from heaven with a shout, SUDDENLY we will be caught up to meet Him. It will not be a long, tedious return. Just as soon as that trump blasts, we will BE WITH THE LORD, in His Blessed Presence! We will look into the Face of the Saviour. If He should come this very moment, we would be INSTANTLY with the Lord.

Now the same is true of the soul at death. Absent‑‑‑is--‑present! Away from the body--‑at home with the Lord. Just as quick as thought itself. Isn't that a glorious truth? So I can say to you who have lost a loved one that the moment he breathed his last breath he was in the Presence of Christ.

We have it again in Philippians, chapter 1. Paul says in verse 21 that to live is Christ, and to die is GAIN. Death is something gained! A Christian PROFITS when he dies. He has something of great value, that he hasn't had before, when he dies. Paul wrote, "I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to DEPART, which is FAR BETTER." Departing means to be with Christ. Isn't that a wonderful thing? So that answers the first question. A Christian at death goes immediately to be with the Lord.

Now the next: "Or do they await the final judgment?" Friends, there isn't any "final" judgment as people commonly use the term. So many people have wrongly been taught there is only one final judgment, at the end of the world, when God will raise the dead and all the living, and they will stand saved and unsaved before Him, and He will separate them, the unsaved going to Hell and the saved going to heaven. There is nothing Scriptural about it. There are FOUR MAJOR JUDGMENTS IN THE WORD OF GOD.

OF SIN

The first is the judgment of sin at the Cross. When Jesus died, His death was a JUDGMENT. Judgment was

passed on Him. He took the lash for me. He took my whipping. He took on Himself my punishment for sin and

was JUDGED in my place. That is the reason God says that the believer in Christ will NOT COME INTO JUDGMENT.  God will never judge a be​liever for sin, because his sin‑question has already been settled. John 5:24, "He . . .that believeth . . . hath everlasting life, and COMETH NOT INTO JUDGMENT, but is (already) PASSED FROM DEATH UNTO LIFE. And cometh not into judgment, and cometh not into judgment, and cometh NOT INTO JUDGMENT. WHO does not come into judgment? The believer on Christ. WHY? Because judgment has already passed. If there is any judg​ment out yonder in the future for me as a believer on Christ, then His work on the Cross was ineffective, not good.  But He died so we WOULDN'T HAVE to face judgment in the future. My sin‑question was all settled at the Cross by Jesus. He TOOK MY JUDGMENT,

and it was FINAL, here on the Cross.

OF UNBELIEVERS

Now there is a judgment of the unsaved, as we read in Revelation 20, the last verses. It is the Great White Throne Judgment. Sometimes you hear preachers say that we all shall stand before the Great White Throne Judgment. That is not true. It is only for UNSAVED people. Everyone there will be judged out of the deeds written in the books. When we receive Christ as our Saviour, that is all blotted out and our names are in the Book of Life. Thank God, we will not have to face our sins. Christ took our judgment once and for all, and "judgment God cannot TWICE DEMAND, once at my Bleeding Surety's Hands, and then again at mine." A debt cannot be demanded twice; if it is paid, it is paid. Jesus paid it all, and when He closed His Eyes in death and cried, "It is finished," it was FINISHED! So there will be no one but unsaved people at the Great White Throne Judgment of God. There won't be a Christian there l There won't be a born‑again believer there! There will be some unsaved church‑members, but not real Christians.

OF BELIEVERS

The next is the Judgment Seat of Christ, found in Second Corinthians 5 again. This will be for Believers only, and the issue is not heaven‑or‑hell, but REWARDS for faithful service. We will receive back, of the deeds done in the body. In that day will be determined our place in the Millennium, based on our service to Christ now.

OF THE NATIONS

The fourth judgment is found in Matthew 25, that of the NATIONS when Jesus returns after the Great Tribulation Period. Who will be there? The people left on earth after Christ has caught up His own and He comes back to judge the living nations. Some have believed on Him and some haven't, and He will separate them as sheep and goats, depending on the way they treated His messengers, the Jews, who preached the Gospel to them.

A WORD ABOUT YOU

It is vitally important that you put your trust in Christ-‑‑God's Son, our Saviour--‑NOW, WITHOUT DELAY. He alone can save your soul. "Whosoever believeth (trusteth) in Him shall not perish but have everlasting Life." Then if you should die today, as a believer in Christ your soul would be instantly with Him, and "not come into judgment." The Blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, cleanseth us from ALL SIN. If you have never received Him into your heart, will you bow your head now and repent of sin and take Him as your Saviour? Will you do it? God bless you.
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