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What a sin it is to FORSAKE GOD. Let us listen to the Word of God earnestly today, as God wants to speak to our hearts. Let us consider these things and find the way back to God today. May the Scriptures penetrate to your heart, and may you find the Lord as we come to the close of this broadcast.

"Apostasy" is an awful word that means departure from God, leaving God out of one's life. In Deuteronomy 32:15, we read, "He forsook God which made him and lightly esteemed the Rock of His Salvation." He forsook God! Oh, what a terrible commentary that is, and yet it has been written after the names of thousands upon thousands of people. The recording angel has written down, "This man started off with God. He went to church and Sunday School when he was young. He made a confession of faith in Christ, and was baptized, and he worked for the Lord. Then there came a time in his life, sometime later, when he forsook God. He left God out of his life. He lightly esteemed the Rock of His Salvation."

Let me call your attention to that word ROCK. Rock is a word that means something that is firm and durable, and here it means something you can build on for eternity. Here is God, the Rock of our Salvation. There is no other Foundation but Him. And to forsake Him is to forsake that which is permanent and abiding and durable for that which is transitory and passing away. Apostasy from God! Are you among those today who have turned from Him? May the Lord help you today if you have done that, and may you turn back to the Lord Jesus Christ before it is too late for your soul.

Then again we read, in Jeremiah 17:5, "Cursed is the man that trusteth in man and maketh flesh his arm to lean on:" Flesh? Well, that is all that man is, apart from God. What flesh can you lean on? Your loved ones are just flesh. Your father, your mother, your wife, your husband, your children‑they are all just flesh. They cannot help you when you come down to the end of life's journey .Can you trust in flesh? Can flesh save you and take you to heaven? Can flesh bring you into the other world? The man who trusts in man sooner or later learns that he is cursed. Notice, it doesn't say that the man has departed from outward religious activity. He may be going to church and Sunday School. He may be teaching a class. He may be carrying on some definite religious program in his life. But in his heart, he may have departed from God! Has your heart departed from the Lord? Your affection, your whole inner being--‑is it looking to the Lord, loving the Lord, staying close to the Lord, obedient to the Lord? Has your heart departed from the Lord? It may not be outward departure, but outward departure will follow, as day follows night.

In Ezekiel 3:20 God gives a solemn warning. "When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity and I lay a stumbling-block before him, He shall die. Because thou hast not given him warning he shall die in his sins. His righteousness, which he hath done shall not be remembered." When a righteous man TURNS FROM HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, it is a sad day. When a good man, a man who lives for God, a spiritual man, a man who lives right, TURNS FROM HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS, unto sin, that is a sad day. Notice what God says: "And he commit iniquity and I lay a stumbling-block before him." God does lay stumbling- blocks before the righteous man who begins to forsake his righteousness! God puts stumbling -blocks in the way! God chastens. Sickness may come. Tragedy may come. The death of a loved one may come. God sends a restraining circumstance to pull you back before it is too late. He sends a stumbling‑block in love, to make you think, so you won't be destroyed. God says plainly in the Book of Ezekiel, "I have no pleasure in the death of him that dieth; therefore turn and live, ye." So God's Word is a warning.

Then in Ezekiel 18:24 is another passage, similar, but with a tremendous change. "When the righteous turneth away from his righteousness and committeth iniquity and doeth according to all the abominations that the wicked man doeth, shall he live?" A man, who has lived right and lived for God, suddenly "goes off the deep end" and goes the way of the world, the ways of the godless---can such a man live? God says, "Shall he live?" It is a solemn warning from the Word of God. "All the righteousness that he hath done shall not be remembered." "In his trespasses that he hath trespassed, (in his sins that he has sinned), in them shall he die." When a righteous man turneth away from his righteousness and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them, shall he die?" Those are the words of Ezekiel.

"Well," you say, "Preacher, isn't there a way back to God, in the New Testament?" First John 1:9 says YES, if we confess our sins. But when a person just keeps on sinning, and trusts that passage thinking he can go on sinning with a high hand and live promiscuously, it proves that his HEART IS NOT RIGHT WITH GOD. God looks at our hearts!

Yes, there IS a way back through the Blood of Jesus Christ. That is the only way back, for one who has sinned.

God means here a man who STAYS away from God, turns to sin, lives in it, and dies in it. God says that that man does not love Him. When a man is truly saved, he will love God! He will hate sin and come back to God. He will plead the Blood, and get up and go on living the life that is pleasing to God. I do not mean by that, friends, that a man who falls into sin and is a Christian, is lost. Not by any means. He isn't lost, because a Christian has been born of God. But the man who is a real Christian will get up from his sin! He will get back to God and the Christian life. A person who just keeps on living in sin and iniquity, keeping on and keeping on and keeping on, and does not come BACK TO GOD, I don't care how much profession they make, God's warning is that they shall DIE IN THEIR INIQUITY. 

That is a terrible passage, friends, and the thing to do is to COME BACK TO GOD. That is very simple, but very true. When a hog comes to a mud hole and falls in, he just stays there because he is a hog. His nature hasn't been changed. You can dress him up and put a pretty blue ribbon around his neck and clean him up, but he will head right back for that hole again and wallow in it, because it is his nature. His

nature hasn't been changed. If a sheep comes to a mud hole and falls in, he will not stay in it. It isn't his element. It isn't his nature. He will come out of that hole. He will shake himself till the mud is off. He can't help it, because it isn't his nature to wallow in the mud. 

So it is with a Christian who has been born again and saved. You may sin as a Christian, but you won't love it. You won't like it. You won't wallow in it. It isn't your element. It isn't your native habitat. You can't like it. A drunkard doesn't like a prayer- meeting. He may stumble into a prayer‑meeting, but he won't stay. It isn't his element. Let me out of here! This isn't my crowd," he'll say. "Let me go to my crowd." Or, you take a Christian and put him in with a crowd of drunkards, and he will be the most miserable person in the world. To a real child of God, being around sin is like a lash to his soul. His nature is to hate sin! You can tell whether you are saved by that, friend. Jesus loved righteousness and hated iniquity. All who have the Spirit of Christ love righteousness and hate iniquity. Now a Christian may fall into sin, because he still has the old sinful nature in the heart, but he will not hug sin to his heart. He will come out of it, just like the sheep coming out of the mud hole. That is very simple, but very true.

Well, God has some passages in His Word about apostasy from God. We read in Matthew 13:20 that Jesus said, "He that receiveth the Seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the Word and straightway with joy receiveth it, yet hath he not root in himself, but endureth for awhile. And when tribulation and persecution arise because of the Word, by and by he STUMBLETH." You've seen people like that. They start off brightly, brilliantly, with the Lord. Then persecution comes and they stumble. They fall. They lie there. That is apostasy from God. Oh, my friend, if you really love the Lord and receive this truth, if you fall into sin, you'll scramble to your feet and go marching on FOR CHRIST. You'll go running on for the Lord. You can help it when you love God! There is the difference between an apostate and a real child of God.

In Luke 11:24, we have another word that is a very studious word. "When an unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places seeking rest. And finding none, he saith, I will return to the house from which I came out, and when he cometh, he findeth it swept and garnished. Then goeth he and taketh seven other spirits more wicked than himself and they enter in and dwell there and the last state of that man is worse than the first." I tremble when I read about spiritual beings that come to inhabit the bodies of men. God's Word reveals that, just as there are germs always seeking to enter your body, there are also spiritual wicked beings seeking to enter your souls and here to destroy you spiritually, and with that, physically, of course. Evil spirits. Here is a picture of an unclean spirit. He leaves a man, and while he is gone, he says, "Well, I am not pleased with this man," so he goes back to the first man, and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and the man's condition is worse than the first. From one, to seven, evil spirits, inhabiting his body and soul. I doubt not that, friends. It is happening day by day.

Listen to me very solemnly. Either you yield to Christ and the Holy Spirit of God, Who is good and beneficent, and you let Him come into your heart and life to change you and bless you and give you the new birth and eternal life and spiritual blessings and the knowledge of God; or, you shut Him out. If you shut Him out, sooner or later evil spirits will take charge of your life. That is a fact. And when you come to die, if you have lived and died without the Spirit of God coming into your heart to give you the new birth and bring Christ to your heart, then, friend, when you come to the end of life's journey, you will be with the devil's crowd. Either Christ will be waiting for you, or the devil.

Jesus Christ says, in another warning of apostasy, in John 15:6, "If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch and is withered, and men gather them and cast them forth into the fire and they are burned." If a man abide not in Christ! The word ABIDE means to REMAIN, to STAY PUT. Are you abiding in Christ? Are you staying close to Christ? Is your whole attention and faith and love and desire and ambition in Christ? Is Christ your life? Is He all in all to you? If not, my friend, you'd better get back quick; you are in danger. For if a man abide NOT in Christ, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered and cast into the fire and burned. WITHERED BRANCHES! Going to the fire! Isn't that a terrible passage?

You say, "Preacher, I don't want to apostatize from God. I want to keep from it." Listen: keep close to Jesus in prayer. Talk to Him in holy prayer, right now as I close. Let Him talk to you through His Word. Go to His House. Go with Christian people and live for the Lord. Will you do it?
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