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Acts 26:18

Friends, if you have your Bibles now, I want you to turn with me to one of the great chapters of the Bible, Acts, chapter 26 and verse 18, and today we are studying the wonderful purpose of God and Christ in saving the lost. It is a wonderful, wonderful study in the Word of God.

We found out that as the Lord sent the Apostle Paul He sends us also, and that our business is to turn people from the darkness to the light, and from the power of Satan unto God. We are to do that through our testify​ing, through our witnessing. Now notice, "I send thee to open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light, from the power of Satan unto God, THAT‑"

WHY does God save people? WHY does God send the Gospel? What is the OBJECT of sending the Apostle Paul, and Christians, and preachers, and missionaries, and any Christian WITH A WITNESS to the world that is lost?  "THAT THEY MAY RECEIVE FOR​GIVENESS OF SINS AND INHERI​TANCE among which are sanctified by faith that is in Me." Here we have the PURPOSE of God and Christ IN OUR WITNESS. That purpose is to SAVE THE LOST. And here is a detailed ac​count from Christ's own lips as to what salvation really is. If you want to know what salvation is, carefully, here it is, what SALVATION IS, and what it DOES for a person. You can check

up, my friends, and see whether you HAVE this salvation or not.

Now notice. Jesus said, "Paul, I am sending you to the unsaved, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and in​heritance among them which are sancti​fied by faith in Me." Here is a detailed account from Christ's own lips as to what salvation is, and what He wants to do, and does, for every soul that He saves. He wants to do this for all who will listen to the testimony of His own people. Remember the warning, my friends, in Luke 16, when the man in hell asked that Abraham send Lazarus back to warn his five lost brothers about hell and its reality. You remem​ber Abraham said, "If they believe not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rose from the dead." Moses and the prophets were the servants of God, witnessing to them. If they wouldn't believe God's servants, then they wouldn't believe a man rising from the dead. So, it is important to be​lieve the testimony of the servants of God.

Now here we have the purpose of God in saving souls, and what He does when He saves a soul. "That they may RECEIVE ...." Notice that expression. "That they may receive." Acts 26:18. So in all the redemptive plan of God, the OBJECT of God is goodness toward sinners! That is His marvelous Grace! God wants to GIVE sinners something. He doesn't tell sinners to do something for Him; not at all. GOD wants to do something for THEM. He wants to GIVE them something. He wants them TO RECEIVE A GIFT. God wants to GIVE the lost something.

Now what are these things that God wants to give the lost?

First, the forgiveness of their sins! And that means, right here and now. "That they might receive the forgive​ness of sins." What a wonderful bless​ing, to be FORGIVEN our sins! What a wonderful thing, to know that God will never bring up a single sin against us forever; that God forgives us; that I can die right now and go straight to heaven and look God in the Face and He will never bring up a thing against me, not an evil thought, not an evil word, not an evil deed; that He has FORGIVEN ME MY SINS. And that is something I RECEIVE, as a GIFT. I don't earn it. I don't buy it. "Could my tears forever flow, could my zeal no languor know, THESE for sin could not alone! THOU must save, and THOU ALONE." No, sir, agonizing, praying, crying, ALL THAT doesn't forgive you your sins. The forgiveness of sins is something to be RECEIVED! By receiving the Lord Jesus and accepting Him, you receive the forgiveness of sins! God just wipes everything out against you in heaven, and there will never be anything written down against you in heaven FOREVER. No wonder the Psalmist cried out, "Blessed is the man whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sin is covered."

Blessed is the man whose sins the Lord will NOT WRITE DOWN against him, impute to Him. Psalm 32. The forgiveness of SINS. You remember Augustine was so glad to be forgiven his sins that he wrote the words of Psalm 32 on the walls of his room as he was dying, so that his dying eyes could feast upon the wonderful blessings of the forgiveness of sins God had given him.

My friend, have you received the forgiveness of your sins? Is the sin question all settled between you and your God? Have you come to God through Christ and RECEIVED HIM? Notice, GOD'S PURPOSE, in sending the Gospel into the world and His Son dying and sending preachers and missionaries and personal workers and testifiers, IS THAT UNSAVED PEOPLE MAY RECEIVE THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS.

But that isn't all they receive. Also, they received with that, and instantaneously, AN INHERITANCE! That means, to go to heaven hereafter. The forgiveness of sins comes to them NOW; the inheritance comes to them HEREAFTER. Isn't that an important distinction? God help us to see it. The inheritance always refers to the future, as you know very well. God help us to see that. Our part, of course, is to believe on the Lord. But His part is to bless us with this wonderful, wonderful inheritance.

Now let's look just for a moment. The great blessing then that God gives is the forgiveness of sins now and an inheritance in heaven hereafter. That is a wonderful thing, glorious thing! And I pray God will speak to our hearts about it.

Now notice that word, INHERITANCE. What do you mean by INHERITANCE? Well, an inheritance, my friends, is something that a young man HAS but he doesn't POSSESS it now. He doesn't have it legally. A young boy falls heir to everything his father has, but it is not his till he becomes of age. He has an inheritance AWAITING him. When he comes of age he gets everything his father has. That is what you and I get. When we believe on Jesus God not only forgives us our sins, but He amazingly gives us everything He has to share

with Him. We read in Romans 8 that we are "heirs of God and joint‑heirs with Jesus Christ." We read in First Peter that we have been born again "to an inheritance incorruptible, un​defiled, and that fadeth not away, which is reserved in heaven for us."  So, we are heirs of God and joint​ heirs with Jesus Christ. Paul writes to the Corinthians this amazing state​ment: "All things are yours, and ye are Christ's are God's." Which means that everything that God has belongs to YOU, and you share alike, with God and with His Christ. An INHERIT​ANCE! In heaven hereafter! Something

glorious, awaiting the child of God!

I received a phone call about a lady whom I knew in my church some years ago. She died just a short while ago. I went to see the family, and what a joy was on their faces that their mother was saved. I contrasted the difference between going into a home where death had struck, of the unsaved, and of the Christian. Though they missed their mother, and missed her very much, yet there was victory there for these people of God. They loved the Lord. They knew their mother was in heaven. There was not the agony, the remorse, the deep despair, that there is when death strikes a home where Christ is not loved and honored and where lives have not been lived for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Yes, there is an inheritance for the child of God. We know that this precious woman is with the Lord. She is looking in Jesus' Face. She is with Christ.

What a wonderful thing, then, to know that when you accept Christ as your Saviour God not only forgives you your sins, but gives you an inherit​ance, into which you shall enter when you leave the world, or when Jesus comes for you. An inheritance. That always refers to the future. Forgive​ness of sins is here and now, the minute you believe on Jesus. But the inherit​ance is awaiting you, yet in the future.

Now let's look at this word IN​HERITANCE. This inheritance is only for those who are sanctified. Just for the sanctified. So we learn here that heaven is a place inhabited by sancti​fied people. It is among the sanctified.

First, let me remind you of the ne​cessity of sanctification, if we expect to go to heaven. But somebody asks, "What IS sanctification?"

First, sanctification is something that all in heaven have, or they wouldn't be in heaven! And all in hell HAVE NOT. "An inheritance AMONG THOSE SANCTIFIED."

Secondly, sanctification is something that they did not have by natural birth, or before Christ appeared unto them and saved them. Sanctification is some​thing then that comes to you by the new birth, directly from the Lord, when you are saved. It is not something you get by natural birth. You cannot enter heaven by natural birth. You cannot enter into this in​heritance of all God's possessions and glories and wonders of that Wonderful World, my friend, until you are saved. It is ONLY FOR THE SANCTIFIED.

Now notice. What is sanctification? It is something that everybody in heaven has. It is something they did not have by natural birth.

Third, it is something that fits them for FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD here and hereafter. Fellowship with God in heaven. Fellowship with the godliest people who have ever lived, whom God has taken to heaven. Fellowship with God Himself. You've GOT to have this sanctification, and it comes to you at the new birth, when you are born again.

Now what is sanctification exactly? The Greek word is heggiasmenois. It means literally, "having been set

apart.” Apart? Yes. A PARTING FROM the world, a PARTING to come TO GOD. God becomes first in our

hearts and minds! God help us to real​ize this. Isn't that important, for us to see it? Isn't that important for us to realize what He means by sanctifica​tion? It is vitally important that we see it. It is vitally important that we understand it, what sanctification means. And here we have it, the neces​sity of sanctification and what it is. It means a setting apart from the world, and setting apart to come TO GOD and contact God. In other words, sanctifi​cation is God coming in and giving us the new birth when we accept Jesus, and our devoting our lives to Him, put​ting Him first, His cause, His work, His Christ, His Word‑--FIRST in our lives. That man or woman knows noth​ing of sanctification who is unwilling to accept the Lord Jesus Christ; or, having accepted Him, neglects to read the Bible and pray and witness and put to the front this one thing, the will of God for his life, living for the Lord! Sanctified people are people whom God has set apart for Himself, people who are dedicated to God, DEDICATED people, putting God first, putting His cause first, and putting the work of the Lord first.

And, notice, this sanctification comes, Jesus says, "BY FAITH IN ME." That is the requirement from our angle. God does the work in our hearts, and we love the things of God rather than the things of the world, but IT COMES BY FAITH IN JESUS, trust​ing Jesus, depending on Jesus, loving Jesus.

So there we have it, friends. We have forgiveness of sins. We have an in​heritance in heaven with those who are sanctified by faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Have you had that change of heart and life? Don't think of it as a "feel​ing.” But has your life been changed? Do you love God? Do you love God? Do you love Christ? Do you love the work of the Lord? Do you put Him foremost in your heart and life? That is what sanctification is---being set apart for God!

We expect that people who love God here and serve Him with all their hearts and minds and truly love Him WILL LIVE WITH HIM HEREAFT​ER. That is reasonable to expect. It is also reasonable to expect that people who shut God out of their lives here and do not love Him and serve Him here will not be loving Him and serv​ing Him in that Next World to which they are soon to go!

God help us to see all this, friends. I hope the message was a blessing to you. I hope that if you have never yet RECEIVED THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS you will do it now, BY FAITH IN THE LORD JESUS! Go alone and tell Jesus you are putting your faith in Him, your trust in Him, you want to be among the wonderful people who are sanctified by faith in Him, and therefore have the forgive​ness of sins now and an inheritance in the future, to live with God forever in glory.

Well, that's all for now, and God bless you and goodbye.
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