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Matthew 25:8

We read in Matthew 25:8, "And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out"

You remember this story. Jesus tells it to describe a scene that will take place when He returns to this earth. He speaks of His Second Coming in Matthew 24, and there should not be a chapter division here at chapter 25. Speaking​ of His Second Coming, Jesus says

Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps and went forth to meet the bridegroom.

And five of them were wise, and five were foolish.

They that were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them

But the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps.

While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.

And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet Him.

Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps.

And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.

But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.

And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with him to the marriage and the door was shut.

Afterward came also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us.

But he answered and said, Verily 1 say unto you, 1 know you not.

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of Man cometh.

We are lifting out of this text verse 8: "And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out." This is more accurately translated, "Our lamps are going out." They hurriedly trimmed their lamps. Their lamps burned brightly, just for a moment, and then, they flickered and went out!

Their loss of light was not an instantaneous thing; it was something gradual. "Our lamps are GOING out," they cried. The light had lost some of its brightness before they were aware of it. How many lives are like that today? These people were half‑awake, half-​asleep, and suddenly they aroused themselves in anguish, beholding the flickering flame, not as bright as it should be, and they cried out, "Our lamps are going out!" And that cry was a cry of FEAR. It was a cry of ALARM! It was a cry of TRAGEDY! They realized they had failed to provide sufficient oil, and the only way they knew to escape the awful tragedy of being plunged into the dark was to obtain MORE OIL! As they hopelessly searched for someone to give them oil, their lamps expired and they were in darkness. The bridegroom came, the door was shut, and they were shut out in the darkness, on the out​side of the marriage supper.

THE OIL

Now notice the OIL in this story. The OIL (as it is elsewhere in the Word of God) is symbolic of the work​ing of God through the Holy Spirit in the lives and souls of men who permit Him to work, who welcome Him to work in and through them. The divine presence and power of GOD is what is meant by the OIL; the working and re​ality of God.

In the Old Testament, kings were anointed with oil for the service of God, knowing that they were appointed of God and that they were serving God. The priests of the Lord were anointed with oil, we read repeatedly, unto the service of the Living God. Even Christ was anointed with oil. He said, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for the Lord bath anointed me to preach good tidings to the poor, to heal the broken hearted, to open the prison for those who are bound," and so forth. So the OIL is symbolic of the working of God through the Holy Spirit in the lives and souls of men and women who permit Him. The OIL is God, the Holy Spirit, operating in a life and soul.

                                                      THE LAMP

Now secondly, the lamp. The lamp CARRIES the oil. In the Old Testament, you remember, in the tabernacle there was a seven‑branched candlestick, fed by the oil. It was kept burning in the Holy Place of the tabernacle. The priest came in and ministered and worshipped. The special oil for the candlestick was beaten out to keep it burning.

In the New Testament, we read that CHRIST is the Light of the World. The life of Christ was the lamp, and the Holy Ghost furnished the OIL.

We know also that since Christ is in heaven the CHURCH becomes the candlestick as the light of the world. To the church collectively Jesus said, "YE are the light of the world." In Revelation 2 we read of Him walking up and down in the midst of the candlestick's The church collectively is God's dwelling place, for light in this poor world.

Then, finally, it is true in individual lives. We have no light of our own! It is the OIL of the Holy Spirit that gives us LIGHT. Apart from Him there is no light; all is darkness. If the Holy Ghost is not dwelling in our lives, God cannot operate. Jesus said, "As long as I am in the world, I am the Light of the world. But I am leaving this world. Now YE are the light of the world. Ye are the only illumination this world has. It will stumble in the darkness and fall if you do not let your light shine." So, the OIL is in the LAMP.

Then, we have in this story the slow‑dying of the lamp. At first it was imperceptible. They couldn't see the tiny flickering of the light as it was declining. Slow death was setting in. Light must be fed! Light must be nourished! Light must be supplied with that which keeps it burning! A lamp is not lit one time to burn forever. OIL must be replenished if the light is to keep burning. The flame must be kept alive.

It is not sufficient for a man to say, "I am saved. I'll just sit down and pay no attention at all to the laws of God and salvation and the spiritual life." We read in the Old Testament that the LORD DEPARTED from Samson, and he knew it not! What a tragedy! A departed God! God, moving out of your heart and life and you don't know anything about it!

Flickering lamps ! Backsliding is not a sudden thing. No man backslides in a second; there is a little giving‑in here and there, neglect of church, neglect of prayer, neglect of God's Word. A man does not become a drunkard overnight; he takes the first drink, and then continues to drink. A murderer doesn't become a murderer in just a moment; the action was started with a hateful thought, followed by meditation, and a growing passion, then the awful deed. And so, it is in this awful condition of LETTING THE LIGHT DIE in your life. Many people are in that condition. How is your light? Is it flickering? Are you not feeding it? Are you arousing now from sleep .and carelessness only to find that your light and testimony are dying out?

Listen, friend, the thing to do is come back to God RIGHT NOW in repentance, and have your oil replenished, that your light may burn again! Get back to God, back to His House, back to prayer, back to the service of the Lord, back to the Source of the Oil! YOU MUST ROUSE YOURSELF, or gradually go down to death. Activity is life; stagnation is death.

Is your light burning brightly?

Is your lamp flickering?

Is your lamp GONE OUT?

Do something about it today, right now, before it is too late. There is no promise of tomorrow.
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