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Hebrews Ch. 11 and Ch.12

Turn with me now to Hebrews, chapter 12, as we continue to study about faith. Sometimes chapter divisions are “in the way” and such is the case at the end of chapter 11. Chapter 11 does not really end with verse 40, but goes on to the first three verses in chapter 12.

The writer has pictured for us the great men of faith. Now he says, “Look away from them all, and fix your gaze upon the Lord Jesus Christ.” Look away from Abel, and Noah, and Enoch, and Abraham, and Moses, and Jacob, and Joseph, and Gideon and all the others listed in chapter 11. They were men of faith, but they were not the Great Example. Look at JESUS. Look at Him, away from the things of earth and men and time. Remember over and over the marvelous life that He lived. Remember that His was the great example of the life of Faith. He is the One Whom we are to imitate and follow.

Let us read now the conclusion to chapter 11. ‘Wherefore, seeing we are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and the sin that doth so easily beset us, and run with patience the race that is set before us, looking un​to Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith, Who for the joy of that was set before Him, endured the Cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

There are three things that we should notice in this passage. ‘Let us lay aside.” “Let us look to Jesus.”

Here is a wonderful truth. “Let us lay aside.” Lay aside what? Every weight and sin that doth so easily be​set us.” Now if we are going to be men and women of faith, there are some things that we MUST lay aside. We MUST, if we are to obtain a good report from God, if we are going to live the life we ought to live, if we are going to conquer adversity and trial and circumstance, if we are go​ing to do things for God on this earth.

First of all, what are we to do? We must lay aside SIN. “THE” sin is what he is speaking of here. There is always ONE SIN that is the king of sins in our lives. It is the one great​est weakness we have. Blessed is the man and the woman who learn what their greatest weakness is! Blessed are they who throw their greatest re​sources into that gap, fortifying the point of weakness against the enemy! The devil knows every weak spot in every one of us. My weak spot may not be your weak spot. But we all have some prevailing weakness, mak​ing us subject to temptation and trial, giving the enemy a chance to snatch us down and wreck us and blast us on our way to Glory. Let us remem​ber that! That sin must be laid a​side! We cannot take it along with us! We are to go on our way unhinder​ed and unfettered.

Now notice that He speaks not only of sins, but also of “weights.” A weight is not a sin. A weight may be some​thing that is not definitely wrong, but something that hinders you, or keeps you from doing well the will of God. Now what is your weight keeping you from better service for God? Is it your home? A home is a wonderful thing, but if it keeps you from ful​filling the will of God, it is a weight. A wife or a husband is a wonderful thing, but many a husband has been a weight around his wife's neck keep​ing her from doing the will of God; and many a wife has been a weight around her husband's neck, keeping him from doing the will of God. It may be a friend who is a weight in your life. It may be a job. I don't know what your hindrance is, but you look over your own life and find what things, in themselves, are not exactly sinful or forbidden but which hinder you from doing the will of God, from doing your best, from running your life's race for Christ! It is important that you think what your weights are and do something about them, for Jesus' sake.

Now God says that in order to live the life of Faith, in order to get a good report from Him, in order to bring miracles to pass before the Lord, we must be willing to LAY ASIDE ANYTHING THAT WILL HINDER US IN SERVING HIM. Oh, friends, are we willing to do that today? How many are the sins that are hindering God's people! Cluttering up the racetrack! Making us stumble! Leading us off into false paths! Friends, look out for sin. Oh, I hate to see anyone fall into sin. Oh, the weights and sins that “SO EASILY beset us.” God help us. It is so easy to get burn​ed, to stumble, and to get hurt. But God can keep us from falling. He can keep us from stumbling. We read that in Jude, the revised version. He will guard us from stumbling; but we must cooperate with God. We must follow His command to LAY A​SIDE the weights and sins.

You know, in Paul's time an athlete running a race was stripped down. He laid aside every hindrance. And today, an athlete who is to run a race, say, the 2‑20, or the 4‑40, or the mile, or some other race, will go out and practice and put on heavy shoes. He will go around the track in a sweatshirt. He will train, train, train. But then when the hour of the race comes, he will throw off that sweat shirt, strip down to shorts, put on his speedy track shoes, and thus he runs down the track to break the tape! He has laid aside every weight that he might run the race.

Now don't speak against me for using that figure. That is the figure Paul uses. It is an athletic figure. Paul knew the athletes of his day. He knew the runners of his day. He saw them in the great Olympian games. He saw that as they ran they didn't want any encumbrance. He is trying to show us how much more im​portant it is for the CHRISTIAN to lay aside every weight that doth so easily beset as we run the race of Life. The life of Faith demands that we do so.

We are to RUN! It isn't sufficient, friends, for an athlete to lay aside hindrances and then just stand there. He has to run. He has to put some energy into it. He has to get started!

He has to enter the race if he wins any applause. He has to start down the track if he expects to get the prize. Friends, God says there is a Prize at the end of the Journey for those who are faithful to God. What does He want us to do? He wants us to RUN the race that is set before us and put everything we have into it! First, we must lay aside (that is negative) and then we must run (that is positive) doing our best as we run life's race.

Now God has set a race before every individual. When a child is born in​to this world, he is set on a track. God has a will for him. I often think about that. This is a big world. The vast portion of it never touches me. But there is a section of this world, as I go through it that I am touching and that is touching me. I am influencing it and it is influenc​ing me. I cannot influence the en​tire world, but I can influence a cer​tain portion of it. God has flung me into contact with a certain portion of this world, and I am responsible for my influence over that portion. THAT IS MY RACE. And God have mercy on me if I don't run it, as the Lord wants me to run it! God has a cer​tain life for every one of us. We are to live it to the full, to the utter​most. He wants our lives to count for Him.

You know, there is a little phrase in the Lord's Prayer that everyday, when I pray it, grips my soul. “Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.” What is meant by that? “Hallowed be Thy Name.”  How can we “hallow” the Name of God? It means, friends, that we are to make God's Name revered among the people we contact, as much as we are able. If we are what we ought to be, if we are living in earnest for Him, if we are sincere believers in Christ, we can hallow the Name of God in the minds of others. We can make God real to others. We can magnify God in their minds. Oh, how we want to hallow God's Name! Let us pray everyday, “God, help me to hallow Thy Name as I come in contact with others, everyone, every individual, every group. I want them to know that Thy Name is Holy, that Thy Name is to be revered, that Thy Name is to be worshipped.” Oh, may Christians so live that men will think about God!

Let us run the race that is set before us. This suggests activity and energy to the limit of our ability. A runner digs in! He strains every nerve, every ligament. He gives it everything he has. His heart is pounding, his nerves are on edge, he is on the alert, and using every ounce of energy he can possibly get to win that race. He is driving on toward the Goal! That is the way we are to run. But as we look around, we don't see many Christians running like that for God. We are not using HALF our minds. We are not using our resources, physically or mentally. The saddest thing is that we are not using our spiritual resources. Our lives are not counting, as they ought to count. When we get over Yonder, and see God's blueprint for our lives and contrast it with what we actually did accomplish, we are going to be ashamed, and so remorseful, and we will wish that the Lord would let us have a second chance to come down and live all over again. But then it will be too late. We pass through this world BUT ONCE. God has a full‑orbed life for us to live, as Christians. Let us live it!

Now we are to run WITH PATIENCE. That means WITH ENDURANCE. Don't stop! It gets tiresome, but keep going! Athletes get tired, but they play on! They fight on. You've seen men on a football field. They have broken jaws and broken noses. How can a man get in there and fight with a leg that is hurt, or a nose that is broken, or a jaw that is out of place? One man I know of played a whole season with a jaw out of place. How do they do it? It is because they have something on the INSIDE, the spirit to win, that is stronger than the pain of the flesh! The will to keep going drives them on and on and on. That is what Christians ought to have. We are to keep our eyes on the goal and go on in spite of circumstances. Whatever the pain, whatever the agony whatever the suffering, we are to keep going for God.

Not only are we to lay aside weight and sins, and to run with patience; but also we are to look to Jesus. We are to keep our eyes on Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Who is waiting at the end of the race. Oh, when we talk about Him our hearts swell up and we can hardly talk. Praise God, we can run, looking unto Jesus. No man ever backslid with his eyes on Jesus! No man ever fell into sin with his eyes on Jesus! We have to take our eyes off Him before we do it. God help us to keep our eyes fixed on the Christ of God as we run this little race. He will be standing there to receive us when we break the tape! He will want to say to us, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

I wonder if I am speaking to someone today who has taken his eyes off Jesus. Beloved, look again! Look again! Look again at His Cross where he died for you. See the precious blood flowing from His hands and feet and head and side, as He hung there to pay for your SINS. Look again how He arose from the dead, and is now living on high, watching for you to finish your race, standing by to help you lest you fall, encouraging you, pulling for you, anxious to receive you unto Himself for a blessed eternity! He can't run it for you. He won His prize. He can't win yours for you. You must win it for yourself. You must run, and if you should fall, get up and plunge on. Don't give up! Someone has said that God can forgive anything but despair. If you are lagging behind, don't despair, but keep running, with your eyes on Him. Keep looking to Jesus.

I wonder how you are running the race. God has searched my heart with this message today. Has He searched your heart? Will you tell Him right now, as you get on your knees, “Lord Jesus, I took my eyes off You. I haven't been running the best I knew how. I have let weights and sins hinder me. I haven't laid aside the things that encumber. But by Your help, from now on, I am going to RUN the best I know how. I am going to keep my eyes on You! I am going to give it the best I have. I am going to press on toward the Goal.” Will you do it? God bless you!
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