FEAR OF THE MIRACULOUS OR DIVINE
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First Samuel 18:12

I want to speak on a verse found in First Samuel. It is verse 12 of the 18th chapter. “And Saul was afraid of David, for the Lord was with him, and was departed from Saul.” Here we see the fear of the miraculous, or the di​vine; fear of the spiritual. Here is a king, afraid of a young man playing on a harp! Saul was afraid of this young musician. Isn't it strange that a king would be afraid of a young man who was his servant? There was something about David that Saul could not com​prehend. It wasn't that Saul was physically afraid of David, afraid of an encounter with him. Nor was it a social fear of taking away one's friends. Saul wasn't even afraid of David taking away his kingdom, a poli​tical fear. What kind of fear had swept over the heart of King Saul?

“Saul was afraid of David.” Why? There was a look on the young man's face that frightened the king. There was a wisdom about him. There was a dignity in his life that even the king did not have. David's face haunted him! David's life reproved him in his vices and sins! Saul's spirit quail​ed, Saul was terrified. You may not be conscious of it, but sin makes cow​ards of us all. Saul would think of David, his purity, his good life, his god​ly life, and the thought of it would reprove Saul. Saul knew David was a SPIRITUAL MAN, that GOD WAS WITH HIM. That's why Saul was afraid.

Now David cultivated communion with God, and anyone who has read the Psalms very carefully has found that David had a marvelous prayer‑life. David said, “At evening, at morning and at noon, shalt thou hear my voice, and I will cry unto Thee.” David pray​ed in the morning. David took time at noon. He talked with God in the eve​ning, at the close of the day. Oh, David's life reproves the prayerless lives of people today! David was a man of holy prayer. He had a deep communion with God. And any man who lives in the Presence of God will have something of the awe, something of the glory, something of the divine and the spiritual and other‑worldliness about his being. A man coming out of the Presence of God will have some​thing of that glory about him.

David not only cultivated commun​ion with God, but He walked in the way of goodness. GOODNESS still pays off, even in a world that has al​most lost that word! You don't hear that word much these days. “He is a good man.” “She is a good woman.” “She is a good girl.” “He is a good young man.” You don't hear that very often these days. I wonder why. I wonder if the sins of modern America have become so rampant, have swept so many people off their feet that GOODNESS isn't much heard of any more. I want to say to you, it still pays to be good. It pays to be pure, in the midst of an evil generation. It pays to walk with God, to DO RIGHT. Day by day, David walked with God and had communion with God.

Also, David knew the Scriptures. David spoke of meditation in God's Word day and night. David LOVED the words of God. He said they were more precious to him than fine gold, yea, than MUCH fine gold. It was as honey to him; that's how sweet the Word of God was to him. David said repeatedly, “I DELIGHT in the law of the Lord.” Is God's Word real to you? It seems to me that so many people go through religious motions without any heart in them at all. The motions, friends, mean nothing without the HEART. David DELIGHTED in the Lord and in His Word.

So David's godliness, David's other​worldliness, David's goodness, his spirit​ual, holy life, the wonderful dignity that was his because he was constant​ly walking with God, his bearing of the divine, the eternal---all this smote Saul's evil heart! It was said of Jona​than Edwards that everywhere he mov​ed there was a sense of eternity about him. There ought to be that about every one of us, friends. There would be, if we took time to be holy; if we took time to walk with God. Yes, a godly man can unknowingly make an ungodly man feel condemned. He does it unconsciously, but it happens never​theless.

In Hebrews 11:7 we read that back in the days before the Flood, NOAH CONDEMNED THE WORLD. How could Noah condemn the world? He did it BY PREPARING THE ARK, which meant the saving, the salvation, and the deliverance from judgment for all who would believe God. God said He was going to send “rain” on the earth. They had never seen any rain, so they just laughed at Noah and said it never HAD happened, so it never would. To​day people laugh at the idea of the earth being burned with fire; it never HAS happened, so it never will, is their attitude. But GOD SAID THE EARTH WILL BE BURNED WITH FIRE. He said in Noah's day, that He WOULD SEND RAIN. And Noah, out of all the earth's population, BELIEVED GOD. Now believing God's Word means to ACT UPON IT. Noah acted. He built the ark, in the midst of jeer​ing, godless men and women who did not believe God. So Noah CONDEMN​ED THE WORLD. Judgment fell upon the earth. God opened the fountains of the deep. God rained down rain till the whole earth was FLOODED. By his OBEDIENCE, Noah condemned the world.

We read that king Herod was afraid of John the Baptist. Why? Because Herod knew John was a man sent from God! In John's Presence, Herod tremb​led. He knew he was standing in the presence of a man of God. Herod knew that he himself was NOT a man of God. The ungodly are condemned in the presence of the godly.

Pilate, when Jesus Christ was on trial before him, asked the Holy One of God, “Whence cometh Thou?” Ambitious, proud, vain, worldly Pilate, who had never taken time to get acquainted with Him and His ways, was terrified as he stood in the Holy Presence of the Son of God!

Judas Iscariot was afraid of Christ in the garden, and fell backward in ter​ror as Christ approached him. The un​conscious INFLUENCE of a godly life!

I was speaking about this not long ago in a northern city, at a noon‑day meeting. Afterward a man walked up to me and said, “I know a story of a godly man just like that, Dr. James M. Gray, who used to be the head of the great Moody Bible Institute. One day Dr. Gray came out of the In​stitute and started walking down the street, and a drunkard staggered up to him and in godless, profane language, said, ‘Gimme some money!’ Dr. Gray reached into his pocket for a coin. He handed it to the man. The man hap​pened to look at Dr. Gray's face, and he dropped his head and took off his hat and said, ‘No! No! I can't take it! You are a man of God! I can tell it by your face! I am a godless man! NO! NO!” And he turned and ran. The fear of the godless in the presence of the godly.

That is the way it will be with sin​ners when they meet God. Even if there were no hell, no being shut out of heaven, no judgment upon sin, there would be TERROR in His Presence!

Listen, friend, won't you bow your head before Him, now? God LOVES YOU. He wants to make you a godly person. He will blot out your sins. He gave you Jesus. Jesus died for you. He will save you the minute you put your trust in HIM! Will you do it?
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