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It is wonderful to talk about the Lord Jesus Christ, isn't it? It is wonderful to love Him, wonderful to trust Him, wonderful to serve Him. It is wonderful to give our lives unto Him. You know, He says, “I am the Way.”

In a recent union campaign, each morning we met in the church from 10:00 until 10:45 with just the people of God, and there we studied together the Word of God. How our hearts burned within us as we meditated on the great truths about the Lord Jesus! Each morning I would go downstairs for a few minutes meditation during the song service, just before it was time to speak. There in one of the junior departments was a picture that was a great blessing to me. I would like to have one like it. It was a picture of the Lord Jesus standing at the edge of a road with a large group of children. The road was stretching out through the valleys and over the mountains ahead and it lost itself out there in the distance. The lesson of the picture was, "Give your life to Jesus in youth and let Him lead you over life's road and safely on home to heaven."

That touched my heart deeply. It is wonderful to walk with Jesus. Some people don't want Him till they get to the very end of the journey of life. Then, at the last minute, they give their hearts to Christ. But that isn't victory! That is a wasted life! God says, “Remember thy creator in the days of thy youth.” That is the time to come to Jesus. That is the time to start the life of no regrets. Youth is the time to remember Christ, and go with Him, and go through all of life's journey in the company of Jesus, letting Him lead and guide. That is the way of blessing.

I'm glad I've had twenty years with Jesus! Twenty golden, glorious years!  There have been trials. There have been some ups and downs in the road.  But thank God, I have never lost the touch of His Hand, the sense of His Presence, the imprint of His life upon my own! And it gets sweeter, as the days go by. We will be traveling together right on through life's journey, and finally He will lead me on into Eternity with Him, where we'll be together for evermore! It's wonderful to know Jesus Christ.

Will you turn with me now to Matthew 8, verse 5, and we will study together again about Faith.  “And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto Him a centurion, beseeching Him, and saying, Lord my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him. The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.

For I am a man under authority, having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my servant, Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it, he marveled, and said unto them that followed, Verily I say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. And I say unto you, that many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. And Jesus said unto the centurion, go thy way: and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And his servant was healed in the selfsame hour."

Here we learn some blessed things about the Lord and about faith in Him. In the Bible I find only two people who, Jesus said, had GREAT FAITH. I envy them. Oh, I envy them! You know, for these days in which we are living, we need great FAITH. We need a great confidence in Jesus. Great trust in Jesus! Great reliance upon Jesus! Great cleaving unto Jesus! That is what FAITH is. We need undivided confidence in Him, abandonment upon His faithfulness, unwavering trust in Him and in what He has done for us.

I want to emphasize that Christianity is a PERSON. Christianity is Jesus Christ Himself. Salvation is the right relationship with HIM. Many preachers, I'm afraid, have sold the people the wrong bill of goods. They have sold the people on Churches, on Programs, and everything else under the heading of Religion. Now I am not minimizing our church and programs when I say that. I am not trying to be smart. I am saying the truth, that these can never take the place of CHRIST HIMSELF in the heart of the individual! The first thing is to be in right relationship with Jesus, giving Him the right place in our lives, and then we will want to have a part in the activities of the church, because we love Him and we love others who love Him. If we love Jesus, we will find our place in the church. When I met Jesus Christ, I did not need a preacher to come and invite me to the church. I went to church! I have been in the church twenty years now, not because someone dragged me, but because Jesus first of all drew me to Himself! Yes, when I found Him, I found the church, and I found a place of service in the church. The IMPORTANT THING is one's PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP TO CHRIST. What is YOUR relationship to Him?

So we have here a centurion, the captain over 100 men, a gentile, who came to Jesus and said, “Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented.” And Jesus said, “I'll come and heal him.” Isn't that like Jesus? Jesus is always at hand when you need Him. He isn't far off. Jesus is never far off. He is always within calling distance! One of the sweet things about Jesus, so far as I have been able to read in my Bible, is that NO ONE EVER CAME TO HIM IN VAIN. No one ever sought Jesus in vain. He was the most available person who ever lived. There will be times, perhaps, when your preacher will not be able to see you. Perhaps Christians will be unavailable, or will fail. But Jesus is always available, and He never fails.

So Jesus said that He would go and heal the servant. The centurion made a remarkable answer. He said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my roof.” You know, God loves people like that. Sometimes we feel that we must be “good enough” for the Lord to deign to look upon us. But that isn't true, friends. God can do something for people who know they are unworthy, not good enough. In their need and dependence upon Him, He comes to their side. God loves people who recognize their need of Him and their own lack of goodness. The first step in knowing the blessing of God is abject humility. We must be without guile. God promises blessing to those whose spirits are without guile. No covering up. Just what they are. Absolute sincerity. When you come into the Presence of God, lay aside all the masks, all the pretending, all the acting, all the formal business, and just be honest with God! This centurion knew he was unworthy of the Presence of Christ under his roof.

He had a remarkable faith! He said, “But speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed.” He knew the validity of Christ's Word. He believed that Christ's WORD was powerful, that when Jesus said something, it was just the same as being done! He knew the miracle power of His Word! Beloved, Jesus is looking for some people in the world today who will believe Him. Here is a New Testament filled with His Words, but how very few people ever read it! Fewer still BELIEVE what these words say! Fewer still CLAIM them to get things done for the honor and glory of Christ and His Kingdom! If more Christians had FAITH IN HIS WORDS, their lives would be transformed!

Jesus did not have to go and touch that servant, we shall see. The centurion just had faith in the power of His words and Jesus accomplished the miracle in response to his great faith. Do you believe that Christ is alive today? Do you get what you want from Him? Do you believe He will honor every promise He ever uttered? Do you believe that His words in this Book are just the same as though He were right here today, standing at your side and speaking them?

This centurion was a man of authority himself. He had soldiers under him and when he said to a man, “Go,” the man went. When he said to a man, “Come,” he came. When he told his servant to do a thing, he did it. It was as though he had said to Jesus, “You have far greater authority that I have, Lord. In my limited authority, I speak and my word is done, but You have unlimited authority. All you have to do is speak, and my servant can be HEALED, for You are God.”

When Jesus heard this, He marveled. Say, wouldn't it be wonderful if today you and I had such great faith in Him that He would marvel? If we could so believe in Him that He would marvel? Jesus said that He hadn't found such great faith! You know, Jesus said of the Canaanite woman, “Great is thy faith. Be it unto thee even as thou wilt.”.... This centurion and the Canaanite woman were both gentiles. They didn't know much about God, as the Jews did, but they looked into the face of Jesus, and believed in Jesus, and believed that He would do whatever He said He would do. That is faith. It will save. It will get things from God,

Jesus will take you to heaven if you just put your faith in Him. Today; how much confidence do you have in Jesus? Do you really think He will do it? If you really have confidence in Him, you will turn yourself over to Him for time and eternity. You may say, “Is that all it is?” Yes, that's all it is. Jesus will KEEP HIS WORD.  Jesus NEVER FAILED to do what He SAID He would do. If you will trust Him, you will have peace in your soul for He will not fail.

Jesus goes on to say that through that same faith in Him, many shall come from the east and west from all over the world, and shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of heaven. What is the way to heaven? FAITH IN JESUS. Faith in His words. Faith that He means what He says and will carry it out. You today can count on seeing Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, if you believe in Him. I'm glad I'm going to heaven! I haven't found anything down here that I would exchange for heaven, have you? All who love Him and believed His Word will be there!

But those who won't believe, won't trust Him and think they have a way of their own, will be cast into outer darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Not because they are sinners! But because they did not trust Christ.

So Jesus said to the centurion, “Go thy way; as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee.” “And his servant was healed the selfsame hour.” The workings of God in your own life will be in proportion to your faith! Now that is profound. Jesus didn't say this in reference to FAITH, or LITTLE FAITH. He said this only about GREAT FAITH! It is just when Jesus finds GREAT FAITH that a person can have any thing he wants.

GREAT FAITH. Now what is great faith? Once again, verse 8: “Speak the word only.” Therefore great faith is that faith that takes Jesus' words and stands on them, claims them, believes them, till the answer comes. Anything that is promised in the New Testament and is meant for Christians is available, because Jesus' words are inviolable.

He cannot fail, 

For He is God,

He cannot fail,

He'll see you through; 

He cannot fail,

He'll answer you!

Beloved, let us have faith, more faith, great faith, in the Lord Jesus! Someone may say, “I thought salvation was a matter of feelings.” No, salvation is just faith in Jesus, trusting Him to carry out His promise to you. The feelings will come after you have trusted Him. Don't look at your feelings! Don't look at yourself at all! Look to Jesus. Look at the outstretched arms of Jesus. Say, “Lord, I believe in You. I believe You'll do whatever You promised. I do have confidence in Your Word. I believe that You will receive me, although I have sinned, for You said that You provided a way for me, through the atoning blood of Your Cross. I believe You'll keep Your word. I come now to You, for You said that whoever would come unto You, You would in no wise cast out. I believe that, and I trust You right now to see that I get to heaven. I want to spend eternity in heaven with You, and I take You, now, as my Saviour and Lord.”

“Will you go to Him now with a sincere heart and trust Him? Will you do it?
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