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Hebrews 11:8-10

Faith rests all in the hands of a faithful God. We read in Hebrews 11:8-10 that “by FAITH, Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place, which he should afterwards receive for an inheritance, OBEYED. And he went out not knowing whither he went. By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked for a city, which hath foundations whose builder and maker, is God.” What a wonderful statement about Abraham! You know, critics used to laugh at the Bible story of Abraham leaving Ur of the Chaldees. They tried to make a mythological character out of him and say that the Bible was untrue. But archaeologists have dug into Ur of the Chaldees now, and they know that Ur was indeed the home of Abraham. They know just where Abraham lived and many of the details of his life back in the days before he was called of God, when he was still a heathen idolater. So the Bible record is true. The Bible is always true and it takes men years to catch up with God's Book.

One of the sweetest things I know is that God calls men! Many people are religious, but they have never known what it means for God to speak to their innermost soul. What a wonderful experience it is.

I shall never forget the testimony of a young woman in Savannah, Georgia some years ago. At the close of a service one night she stood before the microphone and said, "Last night, for the first time in my life, I reached out and touched God." God was real to her. She heard the Call. She had been hearing about Him, going to church, going to Sunday School, hearing others speak of Him, but never in her own soul had she known Him. But now she knew she had contacted the Lord. It was the most precious moment in her life.

Now I don't know just how it took place, but one day in that heathen, Syrian city a man named Abraham heard the Voice of God. The details are not recorded. Someday when we get to Heaven we might ask Abraham just how it was. There could have been a number of ways for God to speak to Abraham.

But when God does speak, it is wonderful. I know, for God has spoken to my soul. He has revealed Himself to me. Now Abraham knew that it was the Voice of God and he immediately obeyed. It was real salvation that he had! He left everything for God! We read that by faith, when he was called . . . he obeyed. He acted immediately. He did what God told him to do.

Now you and I today are to do that. What God says to do we are to do. We are to pick up this New Testament and read it and learn the will of God for US.

Abraham, we read, went out, not knowing where he went. Someone has well said that he didn't know where he was going, but he knew WITH WHOM he was going! That is the important thing. If I know that God is leading, I don't fear the outcome. If I know I am following God, Who knows everything and Who is Almighty, then other things matter little. When a little child is with his Dad and Mother, he just goes where they go. They may get on a train and ride and the child just goes along. They may take a trip in an automobile, and the child just goes along. They may go from one city to another, but the child doesn't worry about destination, transportation, food, shelter at night, or anything else. His parents take care of all that. They take care of him. And so it is with a man or woman of faith. They look to God to provide for them. They turn their lives over to Him. They need not worry. Like Abraham, they just obey and go along with God. You and I needn't worry about anything if we are following Him. I don't mean that we shouldn't take any thought. God doesn't mean for us to be careless, to be senseless. God intends for us to use our intelligence and our ability. He intends for us to use our minds. But where there is true faith, there is no "anxiety." There is no "worry." Real faith banished anxiety and worry. If we are anxious, we are not trusting God.

Abraham knew that he had his hand in God's Hand and that God would take care of him. Friend, have you come to that place in life where you don't worry, you don't feel anxious, you just commit everything to God? That is what Abraham did. In this spirit, when he was called he obeyed. He went forth not knowing where God was taking him.

We read that by faith he sojourned in the land of promise as in a strange country. This speaks of Abraham's patience. Now God gave him the land of promise, the Land of Palestine. But it wasn't to be his immediately. He sojourned in patience. He was to wait until God was ready to give it to him. There are literally thousands of promises in this Blessed Book. They are God's PROMISES. You and I are to claim them. May God help us to have faith! God surely will keep His promises when we are to believe, though we may have to wait for some of them to be fulfilled, for that hour when God wants to give us the answer to our prayers. Faith always has patience. Faith trusts God's faithfulness. Faith knows that in God's own time and in God's own way He will work out that which is for our good and His glory.

Because of his faith, Abraham had a tremendous influence on Sarah, his wife. “Through faith also Sarah received strength to conceive seed and was delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged Him faithful Who had promised.” Sarah wanted a child, and she prayed for a child. You remember that God gave her a son, Isaac. The answer came because she believed God to be faithful.

Now God had promised that He would give her a child. But many years went by before the answer came! Long years of waiting. Long years of believing. Oh, friends, God's DELAY does not always mean NO. Let us learn that about our prayers. Some of you have been praying for a wife, a husband, a daddy, a mother, a sister, a brother, a son, a daughter or other loved one to be saved. They are not saved yet. You are tempted to give up praying. Sometimes you think, "What's the use?" Listen! Don't you ever give up! Never give up! Men ought always to pray and not to faint. God promises to answer our prayers if they are in His will, and we know that it is the will of the Lord that men should be saved. When you pray for the salvation of souls, you know you are praying in His will. Friends, let us hold on to God. Let us wait in faith for God to answer.

Another thing we learn about Abraham is that he lived in anticipation of the Heavenly City. "These all died in faith, not having received the promises; but having seen them afar off, they were persuaded of them and embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things plainly declare that they seek a country, and truly if they have been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned. But now they desire a better country, that is a heavenly, wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God. For He hath prepared for them a City." I love to think about old Abraham, dwelling in tents. You know, Abraham was a rich man. He could have bought the finest real estate in Damascus. Damascus was known as the jewel of that part of the world. Damascus was a great oasis in the middle of a great dry area, a beautiful city. Sometimes perhaps Abraham would go into the city just for a while, and then go back to his tent. You remember that Lot pitched his tent toward Sodom, but Abraham chose the wandering life. Why? He didn't want to settle down. He was looking for a city, for THE city! He hadn't seen any city on this earth that satisfied his SOUL. The cities of earth didn't satisfy since God had told about His Wonderful City. It was the same one that John saw on the Isle of Patmos. 

Friends, it's the same City where we are going to spend Eternity! It is described in the last two chapters of Revelation. There isn't any city in the world that can compare with the place God has prepared for those who love Him. In my first Bible, I wore out the last two pages in Revelation, reading over and over again about the glorious City God has prepared, with its golden streets, its gates of pearl. Now that isn't imagination. GOD HAS WRITTEN IT.

I imagine that some of Abraham's friends said, "Abraham, look at Damascus. It's a wonderful town. You are wealthy. Why don't you build yourself a nice big house and settle down? Why do you want to live in a tent all the time? But old Abraham declared plainly that he was looking for a city, a city made by God, a city whose architect and builder was God, a city whose gates were of pearl and whose streets were of gold, a city where only God and the angels and the redeemed shall live. So Abraham didn't want to settle down. He was a man of faith, living in constant expectation of the fulfillment of the promise of God's City! Beloved let us have faith in God and keep our eyes fixed on Him. Knowing that God has prepared a place for us, let us sing that old song, "I'm bound for that beautiful city my Lord has prepared for His own."

Friends, we are twenty‑four hours nearer God's City than we were this time yesterday. God is asking us just to trust Him as we journey on. He told Abraham, "You just journey along with Me and trust Me, and I'll take care of you and finally bring you Home to be with Me in My City." Oh, let us be men and women of faith! The only thing that made Abraham so great and so blessed was that he trusted in God.

Abraham's faith was active. Suppose Abraham had sat down in Ur of the Chaldees and never obeyed God, having heard His call. Suppose he had never followed when God came to lead him out of that land. That would have proven that he had no faith. The way to prove your faith is by action. Faith will always act. If you see a man or woman who never prays, you can put it down that that man or woman has no faith. If you see people who never read their Bible to learn of God, and who have little love for it, you can just put it down that they have no faith. They may say they have, but it isn't genuine. They have only a form of religion, not real faith in the living God. Real faith acts. Real faith drives you to prayer! Real faith drives you to Bible study! Real faith drives you to service. Some people never do anything for the Lord. Their conversation is not spiritual. Their companionships are not spiritual. The places they go are not spiritual. Faith drives the person to spiritual action! Jesus said, "By their fruits ye shall know them." 

You and I can't look into another person's heart, but we can tell something about them by their lives, by their fruits, by the outward expression, by their activities. Real faith always bears spiritual fruit. It will, it must bear fruit. If the life of God is in your heart, if by faith you have really contacted God, if His Spirit dwells within your soul, inevitably there will be ACTIVITY corresponding to that faith. There will be the expression of it in what you do with your hands, in how you look, in where you go, in what you listen to. The fruitage of life will show whether or not you have faith in God. If I never prayed, I could not believe that I had faith. If I never read my Bible, I would know I had no faith. Let me pause here to say that one of the sweetest things I know is that down in he depths of my heart, I do have faith in God.

Friends, begin to pray. Begin to really read your Bible. Begin to serve God. You will prove that you have faith by your actions, and God will bless you and draw you closer to Himself.

Remember Abraham. God says that without faith, it is impossible to please Him. Him that cometh to God must believe that He is. Faith always comes to God! If you don't come, you don't have faith. Do you believe that God is? Do you believe He is the Rewarder of them that diligently seek Him? Faith comes and believes in God.

So it was with Abraham. And one day, like Abraham, we will walk into the City of God! Oh, won't you go to God today and tell Him you love Him and want to follow Him, that you want to prove your faith in Him the rest of your days, that you want to enter at last into His beautiful City. Do it today, putting your faith in His Son Jesus Christ Who laid down His life for your sins that you might be saved eternally. Will you do it?
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