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James 4:2

I want to speak to you now on two great requirements for revival and the blessing of God in our souls. Those two words are Faith and Prayer.  From the Book of James and the Book of Matthew we are going to study today the reason why many of us are not getting anything from God. You know, there is such a thing as being a clean Christian, believing on the Lord, being born again and prayerful and studying the Bible, and yet not being able to get things from God, answers to prayer. Now why? These people pray, but they are not praying in Faith.

Jesus tells us that there are two requirements for answers to prayer. In chapter 4, verse 2, it is written: “Ye have not because you ask not.” We are not going to get anything from God unless we ASK Him for it. He is delighted when His people ASK Him for things. So if we expect, to get things, we must PRAY for them.  But Prayer alone is not enough. We must have more than prayer. We must have faith. In James, Chapter one, we read, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God that giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering, for he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven with the wind and tossed. Let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord. A double‑minded man is unstable in all his ways.”

Now notice. “Let not that man think he will receive anything from the Lord.” What man? The man who prays but WAVERS. The man who prays but not in FAITH.

George Mueller said one time, after years of prayer and answers to prayer, “I always felt that if my heart was clean; and if I prayed and asked something according to God's will, and kept praying about it and depended on getting the answer, I would get it. I didn't worry about delays. It might not be answered in a week, or a month, or a year, or ten years, or twenty years. If I believed God, I knew I would get an answer. I had prayed according to His promise, and God cannot lie about it.”

“Let not that man think he will receive anything from the Lord.” What man? The man who doesn't have faith that God will give it. The man who doesn't believe that God will keep His promises. The man who says, “Lord, here is a promise in Your Word. This prayer is according to Your will. I am clean, for I have confessed all known sin and am sincere about it. I am prayerful and I am going to pray day by day till I get the answer,” and then that man says, “Well, what's the use? I may as well quit. I've prayed a month now and it hasn't come. I have prayed six months and it hasn't come. I've prayed a year.” So he gets discouraged and quits praying. “Let not that man think he will get anything from the Lord. He is double‑minded. He is unstable.” God wants a man to get hold of a promise and say, “Now, Lord, You have said it and it is according to Your will and I am going to have it, by Your grace,” and he keeps right on praying TILL THE ANSWER COMES.

I love that song, “Did you pray till the answer came? Did you pray all night till the morning light? Did you pray till the answer came?”

Now in the Gospel of Matthew, it is interesting to notice how many times we are told about faith. You may go through it and check the places where we are told about having faith. In Chapter 8, verse 26, the Lord Jesus is saying, “O ye of little faith.” Let us look at it a moment. You remember (verse 23) that He had “entered into a ship and His disciples followed Him, and behold there arose a great tempest in the sea, insomuch that the ship was covered with the waves. But He was asleep. And His disciples came and awoke Him, saying, Lord, save us: we perish. Jesus said to them, Why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith? Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea and there was a great calm. But the men marveled saying, “What manner of man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”

Those men, as natural men, had some reason for concern. The mighty waves were swamping their boat. They were hardened fishermen and they knew about those sudden storms on the Sea of Galilee. They knew that their very lives were in danger. But were they really in danger of perishing? Jesus was in the ship! Always, if Jesus is in our ship, if we really love Him and we belong to Him, we can't sink. “No waters can swallow the ship where lies the Master of ocean, and earth and skies.” Your boat can't go down if Jesus is in it, hallelujah!

Say, doesn't that condemn us? What have you been worried about, friend? How we all need to go over these passages on FAITH and see just how little faith we have!

Notice what Jesus said. “Why are ye fearful? I am in the boat. Don't you know that I'll not let this vessel go down with Me in it? Don't you remember how I said, “I'll never leave you nor forsake you?” Say, isn't that wonderful.

Is there someone listening today who has been tempted to say, “God has forsaken me.” Maybe you have lost a husband or wife or child. Maybe you have become sick and oppressed, and some body remarks, “If God loved you He wouldn't let this happen to you.” Friend, that is the voice of the devil. I don't care if it comes from the lips of your own loved one, a husband or wife or mother or friend. If anyone tells you God has forsaken you, and you know you belong to Jesus and are trusting Him, it is a lie. It is out of Hell. It is out of the pit. Remember that; it isn't so that God will forsake you. In Hebrews 13 it is written, “I will NEVER leave you nor forsake you.”

I have had trials and testings and when the devil says, “Jess, the Lord has given you up. He's not with you any more.” I go to Hebrews 13:5 and never fail to get perfect peace. He has plainly said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” If you are trusting Him as your SAVIOUR, “Saviour” means your vessel can't go down. He saves! You and I ought to have faith in God, whatever may come. It doesn't make any difference what the trials, the sufferings, the bereavements, may be. God will never leave us or forsake us. Jesus says to the fearful, “O ye of little faith!” He says, “Don't you have any faith in me? Do you doubt that I love you? Look at the Cross. Didn't I DIE for you. If I died for you when you didn't love Me, now that you do love Me, do you think I'm going to leave you? Do you think I'm going to let all the work I did on the Cross go for naught? Not so!”

In Matthew 9 there is another word on faith. It tells us there that Jesus entered into a ship and passed over, and came into His own city, and behold, they brought to him a man sick of the palsy, lying on a bed: and Jesus, seeing THEIR FAITH, said unto the sick of the palsy, “Son, be of good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.”

In my Bible I have a circle around “their faith,” and around “thy sins.” You see, THEIR FAITH saved this man. Now that's wonderful. That is glorious. Do you have a boy or a girl who is lost, and are you worried about them? Do you sometimes think, “It's a hopeless case,” and you feel tormented because they seem never to believe? Say, YOUR FAITH can save them! Yes, your faith can bring them into faith. Your faith in God! You feel that you can't reach them and that God can't either, but GOD CAN! He is Almighty. There isn't anything God cannot do. He can reach anybody. He can reach them in a way you would never dream about. But we must believe Him, and trust Him. We must have faith in God that they do not have. And if we have faith in Him and keep going to Him in prayer, He will see OUR faith, and say to THEM, “Thy sins be forgiven thee.”

Wife, have you been praying for your husband? You say, “Yes, I have been praying for a year, but I have given up. I have quit.” Well, why did you quit? God's promises are still in the Book. He is still on the Throne. Was it because your faith finally dwindled out? You didn't have much faith? Yes, friends, that is why people give up.

Do you know the reason people backslide? Lack of faith. Why do some people walk with God for about, six months and then quit? Why do they give up when the way gets a little hard and they are laughed at for bearing the name of Christ? Lack of faith.

In a recent meeting, I stood and told of my experience, how God had led me out of worldly things. In the audience that morning was a young woman who had some time before given up worldly things. She had surrendered herself to Christ to become separated from the world and to live for Him. But her husband had come along and asked her to go out to some worldly place. She answered that she couldn't go, that she had surrendered her life to the Lord now. He looked at her and berated her, saying, “You are going CRAZY on religion. You are going nuts. You will be in an insane asylum before long!”

Now there are hundreds of you who have had a very similar experience. That is what they told me, too, a long time ago. But I have been walking with Jesus for 20 years now, and it gets sweeter as the days go by!

Well, at the time I was telling how God brought me out of worldly things. I didn't know that lady was in the audience, and what I was saying brought encouragement to her heart. I told how people called me a fool and thought I was crazy to give up the world and go all out for Jesus. She came up to me after the service and told me how her husband had acted towards her for her desire to live for Christ. They were just a young couple, deeply in love, and he thought she was going insane. I said, “just keep praying, and living it, and he will come across.”

Sunday came, and on Monday I learned that Sunday night he had walked down the aisle of one of the churches and had accepted Christ, as his own personal Saviour. My heart was jubilant!  He came and shook hands with me Monday night.

The next night, the preacher of the church where he had come to Christ came by for me and I was riding along in the car with him, and I said, “Brother, my heart is so happy over that young man who was under conviction and was saved. His wife had given up worldly things, and he was persecuting her. Now he is saved and they will walk on together for the Lord. How I rejoice! I understand he came forward in your church.”

The preacher said, “Well, I've got to tell you, that boy was convicted in your meetings and he was just ready and ripe to fall into the arms of Christ. All he needed was someone to help him. That is why he was berating his wife. In your meeting the other night, you just cut him wide open, and he was in torment and was mean to his wife. He was under conviction.”

Yes, he needed the Lord. But you see, she held on to God, and he was saved, saved by the grace of God. Say, your loved ones and friends will have more faith in you when you have more faith in God. They will want the faith you have. Just determine that you are going to live for the Lord with all your heart, and there will be victory.

“Jesus, seeing their faith, said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, be of good cheer. Thy sins be forgiven thee.” We need faith in our Blessed Lord Jesus, faith to do right, faith to live the godly life, faith that will save our loved ones, faith that will make us go to God in daily prayer for them!

Wife, do you want your husband saved? You say, “Yes.” But wait a moment. How much do you want him saved? You say, “ Oh, I'd rather have him saved than to own the world!” All right, give it up, then. Give up the world and go to God for at least thirty minutes every day for your husband. Every day!  Take his promise! “If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.”  Pray, “Now, Lord, it's your will that souls be saved. It is your will that my loved ones be saved. You said that if I would believe you would save me AND MY HOUSE. Now, Lord, I am taking You at your Word. I am not going to worry about the time element. I am going to be true. I am going to meet You every day in prayer. I am going to pay the price. I am going to pray this thing through, by faith. I have Your promise, and I believe You are going to save my husband. I am not going to take “No.” I am not going to stop till the breath leaves my body and You save my husband. And if my breath leaves then I will still believe that You WILL save him, and if he dies, I still believe You will save him. I know You will be true to Thy Word. You can't lie and the promises are right here. It is Your business to answer prayer, and to bring him to Heaven. For Jesus sake, and in Jesus' Name.”

Will you do that? Will you pray right now? Just bow your head and first of all, confess the sin of unbelief, won't you? We have all wanted things from God. We have all, in a measure, prayed. But have we prayed aright? Have we waited on God? He says, “Wait upon the Lord.” Oh, don't we hear Jesus saying, “O ye of little faith.” Let's trust Jesus! Let's trust Jesus if the heavens fall! Say, “Jesus, I'll trust You now. I'll put my faith in You this very moment.” Will you do it?
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