FACE TO FACE WITH WAR

Jesse M. Hendley

Romans 8:26

As we talk about war, it is horrible. It is awful to contemplate. People are saying good-bye to loved ones who are going overseas. They contact them by telephone when they can, and they write letters, but it is pitiful.

One young man said, "Let's get it over with. We all have our lives to live." But in war many of them don't live.

War is a horror. It is the next thing to hell. Sherman said, "It is hell," but, of course, that isn't true. Anyone who is honest and serious about life, death, and eternity knows that hell is going to be worse. In war you can get killed or maimed, but then it is over. In death it is over instantly, or sometimes it is dragged out for a little while, or even for some years, but finally it ends. And if you are saved, you go to heaven where it is perfect and there is no sickness, or pain, or death, or war. But hell is separation from God forever. So, let's be careful about our choice of words. Let's think before we speak and be sure that we are speaking truth. Hell is forever and there is nothing as horrible as hell. War is horrible, in​deed, but hell is far worse. 

"Punishment"

I want to remind you how we should pray when we are praying about these events. Some things we know to pray for and some things we don't. In Romans 8:26, the apostle Paul said, "We know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groan​ings which cannot be uttered."  Many, many times we do not know exactly what to pray for. We are in a bind one-way or the other. Are we praying like God tells us to pray?

War is a punishment from God. Whenever you see a nation given up to war, it is a loving punishment in which God is trying to correct us to come back to Himself and seek His face and to receive Christ and pick up the Bible and live a holy, godly life according to the Bible. So, God sends a punishment when people won't lis​ten any other way.

"Judgment"

In Ezekiel 14:12-14, we read, "The word of the LORD came again to me, saying, Son of man (talking to Ezekiel), when the land sinneth against me... " Is that America? Is that France? Is that England? Is that Germany? Is that some of the Arab friends? "...by trespassing grievously (that means disobeying His Word), then will I stretch my hand upon it, and will break the staff of bread thereof (that's famine), and will send famine upon it, and will cut off man and beast from it: Though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, they should de​liver but their own souls by their right​eousness, saith the Lord GOD." So, God sends famine as a judgment.

Now, verses 15-16 "If I cause noi​some beasts to pass through the land, and they spoil it, so it be desolate, that no man may pass through because of the beasts: Though these three men were in it. As I live saith the Lord GOD, they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters; they only shall be de​livered, but the land shall be deso​late." He is talking about famine and wild animals.

Verses 17-18, "Or if I bring a sword upon that land (send war, send the enemy against them), and say, Sword, go through the land; so that I cut off man and beast from it: Though these three men were in it, as I live saith the Lord GOD they shall deliver neither sons nor daughters, but they only shall be delivered themselves." We will stand before God as every man in his own shoes.

"Outstanding Men" 

Noah, Daniel, and Job lived holy lives. They are mentioned as outstand​ing men in the Bible. Who are your heroes? Who are the heroes of our young people today?

Noah preached 120 years before the flood came. God spared him, his wife, his three sons, and their three wives (eight people) from the flood because he was right with God. He believed in God and lived according to what God said.

Daniel was taken captive as a Jewish boy to Babylonia. He couldn't have been over 18 years of age. He might have been much younger. He was raised in the court and elevated to be a high person in the court of Babylo​nia, but he lived a singular, godly life.

Job was a godly man. He lost his health, his wealth, his wife, his chil​dren, his cattle, and his servants. He lost everything, and had leprosy, but he still bowed down and worshipped God. God called him the best man He had in this world, because "he turned away from evil." (Job 1:1)

Noah, Daniel, and Job lived godly lives. If they lived in a nation that was involved in sin and God had to send war, God would spare their lives, but not the people who sinned.

So, God says that He brings a sword against the people.

Then in verse 21-22, "For thus saith the Lord GOD; How much more when I send my four sore judgments upon Jerusalem, the sword, and the famine, and the noisome beast, and the pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast? Yet, behold, therein shall be left a remnant that shall be brought forth." Notice in verse 21, "four sore judgments." The first is the sword. The second is famine. The third is beasts. The fourth is pestilence.

"The Sword"

The sword means war. So God has said, "If I send the sword." Could that be God saying, "I'm sending tanks and planes to be gathered together in the Middle East for war, horrible, bloody war, that our young men shall be slain by the sword?” In Amos 4:10, God says, "Your young men have I slain with the sword?”

Who is to blame for this war in the Middle East? We say "Iraq." Iraq says, "The USA." Most of the other nations say, "Iraq." Iraq says, "We will pay no attention to you." Who is wrong? Could it be that all of us are wrong? Could it be that God is trying to get the atten​tion of the nations of the earth? What else could these words mean "Your young men have I slain with the sword?”

Friends, do we really believe the Bible? We say that we believe it, but do we really believe it means exactly what it says? God says that He sends the sword and allows our young men to be killed because of our sins. He is trying to get our attention so he won't have to bring further judgments. God, in mercy, sends war to keep people from going to hell, because if they ignore God and they ignore Christ and go on in sin, they will go to hell. Living forever in hell is worse than war. Wars do cease. Some of them are long, but they don't last forever. Hell lasts forever.

"How to Pray Correctly" 

Oh, my friends, when we pray to​day, let's pray for revival in our own hearts, in our nation, and in the world. Everybody is concerned and every​body is praying about the war. I don't see any real sign of repentance, but people are praying now for peace for America, yet we have sins for which God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, which He made an example to all generations. Jude 1:7, "Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them in like manner, giving them​selves over to fornication, and going after strange, flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire."

How do you pray correctly in a situation like this? We are brought to a very palatable truth. As Iraq blames the United States and the other na​tions, and defies us, and says that they will fight till the last ditch whatever comes, and as we blame them for the invasion of Kuwait, could it be that God blames both of us? When we stand before God, nothing else will matter except what we did with His Christ and what we did with His Word.

How do we pray when we pray? Do we simply want our loved ones back? Of course we do. But I'm asking, "Is God speaking to America?" And are we praying right asking God to give us peace without repentance? Can America go on in sin and expect God to give us peace? We ought to be praying for repentance in America and for America to be turning to God. 

"The Nation of Israel"

In the Book of Isaiah, He starts out by talking about the future conversion of Israel. She is back in the land in unbelief. One of the greatest signs of the soon return of the Lord is the nation of Israel. There was no nation of Israel from A.D. 70 to 1948. Then in 1948, she was reconstituted a na​tion. She is in the land right now.

Saddam Hussein has made the state​ment over and over again that if war breaks out, he will hit Israel first. Israel, says, "We're ready."

"Is God Speaking to Us?" War! Israel has a big army. Saddam Hussein, other nations in the Gulf, and the United States of America are face to face with conflict, bloodshed, and the killing of young men. Is God speaking to us?

What does God mean when He says, "Your young men have I slain with the sword?"

"A Remnant"

Let's look at Isaiah 66:8. God says that out of Israel in her unbelief, is coming a remnant who will believe on Christ and be saved. So He says, "Who hath heard such a thing? Who hath seen such things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one day? Or shall a nation be born at once?  For as soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth children." Which is a statement that this nation of Israel will be con​verted in one day, a remnant, and a frac​tion of the people.

Verses 9-10, "Shall I bring to the birth, and not cause to bring forth? Saith the LORD: shall I cause to bring forth, and shut the womb? saith thy God. Rejoice ye with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all ye that love her, rejoice for joy with her, all ye that mourn for her.”

Verses 12-13, "For thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will extend peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing stream: then shall ye suck, ye shall be borne upon her sides, and be dangled upon her knees. As one whom his mother com​forteth, so will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem. "But before God comforts the remnant (that is in the Millennium when Jesus re​turns), God is going to gather all na​tions against Jerusalem to battle to destroy her.

What is happening now? The na​tions are in the Middle East. There is a war going on there, and Israel is being brought into it.

Now look at verse 14, "And when ye see this, your heart shall rejoice, and your bones shall flourish like an herb: and the hand of the LORD shall be known toward his servants, and his indignation toward his enemies." God will save His servants, but God will judge His enemies.

"Armageddon"

Verses 15-16, "For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to ren​der his anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire and by his sword will the LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall be many."  Now there is Arma​geddon predicted. It is called Arma​geddon in the Book of Revelation, when the nations of the earth, in unbe​lief, will be gathered in the Holy Land to try to destroy Israel, utterly, out of the land. She will cry to God in that moment, facing total extermination. Christ will return, judge the nations of the earth, and a remnant out of Israel will be saved. And He will introduce the Millennium.

Verses 17-18, "They will sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eating swine's flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse shall be consumed together, saith the LORD. For I know their works and their thoughts: it shall come, that I will gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory." But before they see His glory, they are going to be fighting against the re​turning Son of God.

We read in Revelation 19, of Christ, the fifth Horseman, coming out of heaven to earth to judge the nations of the earth. It says that the armies of the world will be gathered together to fight against Him that sits upon the white horse, the fifth Horseman of the Apocalypse. Christ is coming back to judge the nations.

Remember, Isaiah 66:16, says, "The slain of the LORD shall be many. "In those wars that will kill so many people, few people will be left alive on the earth. The Tribulation Period will be so terrible that Jesus said that if He didn't cut it short by His return, nobody would be left alive.

"Get Right with God"

God says, "I am the One who will bring it about." Now, it is not His fault, but it is the only way that He can bring peace. For the only way that God can bring peace to this world is for people to get right with Him.

There is nobody in heaven that ig​nores God. Everybody in heaven worships God, loves God, talks about God, waits on His Word and serves God. It is only down here in the world that people reject Christ, reject the Bible, reject God and leave Him out of their lives. God doesn't like that because people are destroying them​selves. It is not that God is a supreme egotist. He is not. The only way of peace in a world like this is for every​body to be right with God. If every​body were right with God, obeying the Bible, we wouldn't have people fighting one another in this world.

So, war is a judgment of God. "By his sword will the LORD plead with all flesh" God sends war to get us to repent so He can bless us and bring peace. There is not going to be any peace until Jesus comes because people are not going to get right with God till Jesus comes, so they will be fighting one another.

So, my friends pray for revival. It is our own sins that have brought all this on us. Pray that the hearts of people will turn to God through Christ, and He can bring peace. Otherwise, He is going to come in judgment and peace. 

"Why Do We Have Wars?" 

Let's inquire where wars come from. What is the human source? James tells us in James 4:1, "From whence come wars and fighting among you?" Where do wars come from? Where do fight​ings come from? He answers and says, "Come they not hence, even of your lusts (your wrong desires) that war in your members (in your body, in your mind)?"

So, wars come from wrong desires. It was wrong for Saddam Hussein to go into Kuwait. It wasn't wrong in his eyes, but it was wrong in the eyes of the rest of the world. It certainly was wrong in the eyes of the Kuwaitis. And he was going to invade, undoubt​edly; Saudi Arabia and we rushed troops over there to stop him. The United Nations has gotten together and said, "You are wrong, Saddam Hussein. You must get out of Kuwait. You can't do this. We can't allow nations of the earth to pounce on other nations and destroy them." And now there is war.

What made this man want to do this? He could marshal good arguments, I'm sure, to himself. He has his own reasons and he is justifying himself with those reasons, or he would not have done it.

Now, what about the rest of us? Is he the only man who does wrong? Could it be that America is wrong? Maybe not in this, but it could be other wrongs that brought on this particular conflict facing us. Could the Europeans be wrong or the Arabs, or other people all over the world? When a world is face to face with conflict, does it mean that God is speaking to His world and saying, "Look, the real problem is not your fighting one another, the real problem is your getting right with me so you will have peace in your hearts and you won't have to take what be​longs to your brother or to anybody." Nobody does that in heaven. There are no wars in heaven. Nobody in​vades anybody in heaven.

So James says, on the human side, "Do you want to know where wars come from? They come from your desires in your members (your body), your mind's desires."

"Adam and Eve"

When Adam and Eve walked with God in the Garden of Eden, they were perfect. They walked with God in the cool of the day, and there was no fighting, no war, and no bloodshed. But, they listened to the devil and dis​obeyed God. As a result, they re​ceived a fallen nature and passed it on to their children. So, the first murder was when one of their sons, Cain, murdered his brother Abel. That was the first bloodshed on this earth. Brother against brother. This is the main prob​lem in the Middle East today that will not be resolved until Jesus comes. 

"The Civil War"

Look at the Civil War. Recently they replayed the Civil War on TV, and they talked about how great it was. I see nothing but a horror---brother fighting brother, the most terrible thing in all the world. God have mercy.

In their days, they went off to war singing and shouting, feeling it was great to defend themselves. Now it looks like the silliest and most hor​rible thing in the world that brother would kill brother. You see the pic​tures of their lifeless bodies lying in the dust. It is awful, isn't it? 

"Fighting"

Did you ever connect that to when you see two boys playing marbles and all of a sudden one of them gets angry with the other one and punches him and then they fight one another? What is that? That's war. That is "desires in their members."

Or, consider one boy who is bigger than another boy. He is the "bully" in school. He jumps on the smaller boy and they fight. What is that? That's war.

Or, there are two babies on the floor, a little boy and a little girl. (This is an actual fact.) The little boy is older, but the little girl wants to have her way this time. So when he turns on the TV, she turns it off. And whatever toys he has, she wants.

Or, consider a little boy and a little girl. He wants what she has. So, they pull hair and strike each other. What is that? That is war.

This is the beginning of what we see later on when we have our big arma​ments and we have World War I, and World War II, and we are face to face with nuclear war today. Our great scientists are telling us that we are facing "nuclear winter."

"The Fallen Nature"

Where do wars come from? Jesus said in Matthew 15:19, "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur​ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies." Sin comes out of a fallen nature. God gave His Son to die for our sins (for that sin nature, and for our sins that are the fruit of that fallen nature). We need to receive Christ and get saved (that's what salvation is, receiving Christ), and He comes in and brings that life of God and the Holy Spirit comes in to indwell us and give us victory over that fallen nature.

We will have that fallen nature with its desires until we see Jesus face to face at death or at the Rapture. Some of those desires are to want to take things that don't belong to us, or to strike others who don't agree with us. We see this in infants, in small chil​dren, in young men, in grown men, and in all men. All of us have sinned and continually "come short of the Glory of God."

"Christ---the Only Answer" 

Where do wars come from? From inside your heart and mine. There is a conflict, and Jesus Christ is the only One Who can resolve it in the individ​ual heart, and in the mass of individu​als in a nation and in the world. So, Christ is the only answer. I don't find Him being brought to our peace tables. The Prince of Peace is being left out in our seeking peace. I sit down and listen to our greatest brains talk about this war and what we ought to do. They discuss how to resolve this conflict and the hatred that is going on in the world: hatred between indi​viduals and minority groups, race hatred, war hatred, religious hatred. Where does all this hatred come from? It comes from the human heart.

So God, in mercy, sent His Son to die for every human being. God made atonement at the cross whereby we can be reconciled to God. He gave the blood of His Son, in, love, that we might be changed. When you really believe that God loves you and gave Christ to die for you, and you receive the Lord Jesus Christ, He comes in and brings the life of God, that un​created life of God. That's what it means to be born again, to be given the nature of God. And God could never hate everybody.

God never wants to strike anybody or kill anybody. He does it because it is the only thing He has left to do. Otherwise, He would let man destroy himself and destroy the good, and there would never be any peace. Somebody has to be right, and God is always right. The problem is that men are not right. We are wrong with God, so we are wrong with each other, and wars come from inside us.

God allows men to kill one another in order to try to bring us to our senses. Some people do come to their senses and see that the only way out is to get right, individually, with God. So, today, if you are not saved, re​ceive Christ as your Saviour. He will come in and give you victory over those sinful desires. You will be a person of peace in a world of hate and therefore war.

God bless you!

PAGE  
8

