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Matthew 25:40-46,  First Peter 4:17

I want to speak to you now on "Eternity." I pray that you will listen earnestly to the Word of God. This is His Holy Word. God has something to say to us about Eternity. People are dying constantly, dying on battlefields, dying of heart attacks, dying on the highways. Oh, how the Grim Reaper is taking people into Eternity! You pick up the newspapers, and it's death, death, everywhere you turn. God is calling us to think about Eternity. There is something beyond death!

Turn to Matthew 25 and you will read, "And the king shall say unto you, In as much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. Then shall He say also unto them on the left hand (It makes a difference which side you are on, the right or the left), Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was an hungered and ye gave Me no meat. I was thirsty and ye gave Me no drink. I was a stranger and ye took Me not in. Naked, and ye clothed Me not. Sick and in prison, and ye visited Me not. Then shall they also answer him saying, Lord, when saw we Thee an hungered or thirst or naked or sick or in prison and did not minister unto Thee? Then shall He answer them saying, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one, of the least of these my brethren, ye did it to Me. And these shall go away into everlasting punishment but the righteous into life eternal."

This passage from God's Word tells us that when a person dies without Christ, he is FIXED FOR ETERNITY. DYING TIME IS FIXING TIME.

We read in First Peter 4:17, "For the time is come that judgment must begin at the House of God. If it first begin at us, what shall the end be of those that obey not the Gospel of God? If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?"

GOD

Let us think clearly and seriously about ETERNITY. First, THERE IS A GOD. You must meet Him; I must meet Him, at the end of life's journey. Most people believe in a God who will reward the right and punish the wrong. The Bible doesn't start out, to prove God. We read in our Bibles that in the Beginning God created the heavens and the earth. God made us with intelligence. He expects us to know that He is, without any revelation at all. Yes, we know there is a God. The Bible says that it is the fool who hath said in his heart that there is no God. Certainly a man is a fool who says there is no God.

You know, scientists have constructed a great new telescope out in California, at Palomar Observatory. They expect to find things in the universe that never have been discovered before. I am anxious to hear the results as they begin to photograph the heavens, far beyond anything man has ever been able to see before. Not long ago they discovered a star 10,000 times brighter than our sun! Yet we cannot see the light from that star, so far is it from the earth! And yet some little fool comes along and says, "There is no God!" Friends, I want to ask you, WHO MADE all this? MEN did not make it. Men do not keep it going. I believe in God, my friends. And I believe that God rewards the right and punishes the wrong.

THE BIBLE

Second, you believe that THE BIBLE is God's Holy Word. Bad men did not write the Bible, because it condemns bad men. Psalm 1 says that the "ungodly shall not STAND in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous but the way of the ungodly shall perish." The Bible condemns wicked men.

You know also that GOOD men didn't write the Bible, that is, alone and unaided by divine revelation. There ARE NO good men, in the sense that they are absolutely good. The Scripture says there IS NO good man. No one on earth is good. "There is none righteous, no, NOT ONE." That is what the Bible says in Romans 3.

Noah was the only man good enough for God to spare through the Flood. Yet Noah got drunk when he got out of the ark. The Bible tells us about the subsequent sin in his life and the lives of his children.

David, a man after God's own heart, when he was fifty years of age took his eyes off God, and before he knew it he was an adulterer and a murderer! The record is there for us to read as a warning that we are never out of danger of sin until we get into the other world.

Abraham was a servant of God and lived the separated life. Yet look at his half‑lies. Someone has well said that a half‑lie is worse than a whole lie.

The Bible tells about Solomon and the many wicked things he did, how he went out into the blackness of night.

No, there isn't a perfect man in this Bible. ALL are SINNERS, the Bible says. Everyone in the world today is a sinner. The Bible tells the truth about us. Good men didn't write the Bible for they wouldn't have told the truth about themselves.

Who then wrote the Bible? "Holy men of God spake as they were MOVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT." This Bible is the Word OF GOD, divinely inspired!

MAN'S IMMORTAL SOUL

The third thing I want to remind you of is that your SOUL is immortal, a part of you that will never die. You believe in the immortality of the soul. You believe that when your heart stops beating, you will still be existing. You believe that someday the "you" that looks out of your eyes, speaks through your lips, moves around in that body, is someday going to leave this body and have another form of existence, but will still be alive. The "you" will live on!

John Quincy Adams who was once the President of the United States was a man of God. I wish we had many like him today, presiding over the affairs of the nation. He loved his Bible. He wasn't afraid to come out in the open for the Lord. (The presidents used to be that sort of men.  We don't have many these days, it seems, and how we NEED them!)  When President Adams was an old man, one day a man met him on the street and said, "Say, Mr. Adams, how are you?" "Well, I am getting along fine, thank you," he said, "But the ‘house’ I am living in is not doing so well. The roof is beginning to leak.  The walls are getting shaky. The foundation is crumbling. I am going to have to move out pretty soon, but ‘John Quincy Adams’ is getting along very well, thank you." He knew his body was just the house. But John Quincy Adams himself was going to move out of that body in just a short time.

So am I! So are you! We know that we are going to live forever. Our bodies are crumbling, but our SOULS will live on forever.

One day a little boy climbed up on his daddy's knee, and said, "Daddy, have you insured your soul?" The father looked at him and said, "What do you mean, son?" And the child said, "Well, I heard Granddaddy say that you had insured your car, and you had insured your house, but he was afraid you hadn't insured your soul." The thought went like an arrow to his heart and he realized that the old granddaddy was telling the truth, that he cared more about his car and house than he did about his ETERNAL SOUL.

Friend, have you insured your soul for eternity? Are you SURE that you are going to be SAFE in the next world? Have you made things ready over there? You may have a "bed of roses" down here. Well, do you have a bed of roses over THERE? These ten, twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy years don't last very long. When we come down to the end of the way and are on the edge of eternity, the only thing that will matter is to have the salvation of our soul! The Bible teaches and you believe in the immortality of the soul that we are going to live on after death.

LOST WITHOUT CHRIST

Fourth, you believe that all people are lost without CHRIST. Without Jesus Christ, every soul is lost! That is true. That is what the Bible teaches. Any man who will not come to Christ shall not have God's favor; I don't care who he is. God is not doing business with any soul outside the Lord Jesus Christ. You say you'll never come to Christ? Then, I tell you, God will never have anything to do with your salvation. God CANNOT SAVE YOU, APART FROM CHRIST. People are totally lost without the Lord Jesus.

In Cartersville, Georgia, a little child wandered away from home. A distress call went out all over north Georgia. Even in neighboring states, people tried to locate the child. Finally they found him, far from home, and he had frozen to death during the night. Ah, listen, that little child was LOST! People wanted to help find him. People everywhere entered into the search. Every mother and every daddy had an aching heart because they knew it could have been their child, and they tried to help FIND the lost one.

Listen, I'll tell you something worse than getting lost and freezing to death out in the night, away from home, away from mother and father: A SOUL, getting lost from GOD! A SOUL, getting lost from heaven! A SOUL, stumbling into the eternal darkness of Hell! The Bible teaches us that people are LOST without Christ and that lost people finally find themselves in eternal HELL.

Something else you believe is that when a soul dies, it is lost not for a day, not for a month, not for a year, not for seventy years, or for a hundred years, not for a thousand or even a million years, but for AS LONG AS ETERNITY. ForEVER, and EVER, and EVER. Eternity is the most PROFOUND THOUGHT that can come into human mind. Where will you spend eternity, in the ages rolling out yonder ahead?

A great preacher was to speak on Eternity, and he said, "How can I talk to the people about the great truth of ETERNITY? How can our minds lay hold of that tremendous thought?" He pondered how to present his message.  So when he was bringing his message, he said, "If a little bird took a grain of sand to the sun, 93,000,000 miles away, and it took him a thousand years to fly to the sun, then it took another thousand years to fly back to the earth; and then if that little bird took a second grain of sand and flew with it to the sun and again came back; and then took a third grain of sand, and so on, and kept that up until he removed EVERY GRAIN of sand from this earth; and then if he began to take one drop of water at a time to the sun, two thousand years for each round trip, till every drop of water had been removed from earth; the time it would take to remove EVERY grain of sand and EVERY drop of water would only be the BEGINNING of Eternity! ETERNITY WOULD HAVE JUST BEGUN! It wouldn't be five minutes, in Eternity.

And so it is! How insignificant is this short life when you contrast it with Eternity! How foolish to delay in the matters of the soul, in making sure about heaven. You can be certain that you will spend ETERNITY somewhere. You MUST spend eternity somewhere.

GOOD NEWS

So, friends, the GOSPEL is Good News. It is wonderful news! It is the message of Salvation. But you say, "The Gospel is not good news if it teaches that a person will go to Hell forever and ever." No, that isn't good news, but the Good News is that you NEED NOT GO to Hell. God has provided for you the way of Salvation, so you need not GO.

If you were lost down in the Okefenokee Swamp, and I were a guide, and I came and told you, "Friend, follow me and I will lead you out of this swamp," that would be good news! That would be glorious news! Listen, without Jesus Christ as your Saviour, you are like a person lost in the swamp. Jesus Christ is the ONLY ONE Who can lead you out. He says, "Trust Me, and I will bring you out."

It wasn't good news, back in the days of the Flood, that everyone was going to be drowned. But it was good news to Noah that he could build the ark, and get into it, with his loved ones, and be safe.

It wasn't good news to the Israelites to be bitten by serpents and die like flies, but it was good news when God said to Moses to lift up that brazen serpent upon the pole, and whosoever would look would live. Those who looked did live, and those who didn't look died, and should have died for spurning the way of salvation. They didn't do what GOD had told them to DO!  It's always that way.

It wasn't good news in Jericho when God told Joshua to go to Jericho and besiege the city and burn it, with all the people being killed by the sword because of the iniquity of the city. But it was good news to Rahab, that she could put out the scarlet thread and be saved, and she and her family were saved because she DID what God TOLD her to do.

During the war days I knew a couple who had a son. He was assigned to the air corps and was among those who bombarded Germany in planes. One time some planes went over on a mission and came back without him. One of his buddies said, "The last time I saw him, his plane was on fire, plummeting to the earth. Without question, he is dead." So the word came back to the mother and father that their boy was dead. What a heartache it was! They went into mourning for that boy, and how their hearts were torn! But, all of a sudden, six months later, came GOOD NEWS! They received word that their boy had parachuted to earth and was found by the Red Cross in a concentration camp in Germany. He was SAFE! How glad those parents were to know their boy was saved! That was good news.

How wonderful, too, it is to know that YOUR SOUL can be saved, that you are on your way to heaven, that you don't have to go to Hell, that your sins are forgiven, that you can spend Eternity with Christ and God the Father, with their smile upon you. It is WONDERFUL to be a child of God. It is glorious beyond words to be saved.

One time a man in France went down to the river to drown himself. Each time he went to the river, an Unseen Hand held him back. Sometime later he cocked his pistol and put it to his head to kill himself, but each time an Unseen Hand pulled the pistol away. Then he lifted poison to his lips and that same Unseen Hand dashed it to the floor. The man was William Cowper. An awful oppression of sin was upon his mind and conscience and he was trying to take his life. But one day William Cowper found Jesus Christ! After trying to commit suicide six times, he found Christ, and he sat down and wrote these glorious words, "There is a Fountain filled with blood, drawn from Immanuel's veins; and sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains." Cowper found PEACE in the Lord Jesus Christ!

Oh, it is wonderful to be saved! It is a wonderful thing to know you are going to be safe in Christ. It is wonderful to be able to say, "One thing I know: I have met God and He has met me. My sins are forgiven, I am born again, and I am saved. God has visited my soul. I am on my way to heaven. I know my sins are forgiven because I have believed the promise of God!"

No matter what anyone else may say, do you know in your own soul that you have been born again? Do you have the witness of the Spirit that you belong to Jesus and He belongs to you? Are you saved? Wouldn't you like to know God has forgiven you of sin, and that He will take care of you all the way through life and death and will bring you safely into Eternity? 

I am thinking now of Charles Wesley, that sweet singer of songs, a man whom God used in the great Wesleyan revival. You have read about him. God used him to write some great songs in that revival. Revival always starts us singing! One day as he was walking through a forest during a storm, a frightened bird flew against his breast. Charles Wesley slipped his hand over the quivering little bird and held it inside his coat. He thus carried it through the raging storm and took it to his house. The little bird was in perfect safety. After the storm had abated, he took it to the door and let it out, and it flew back to its nest. Charles Wesley sat down at his desk and wrote those precious words, "Jesus, Lover of my soul, let me to Thy Bosom fly, while the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high. Guide me, O my Saviour, guide, till the storm of life is past. Safe into Thy haven guide; O receive my soul at last!" What was Charles Wesley saying? He was saying, "Lord, I took care of that little bird amid the storm and brought it home on my own bosom to safety and quiet. Now, Lord, take care of my soul like that! Bring me through the storms of life and death, safely, to Your Home yonder in the skies!"

Friend, YOU'LL NEED THE LORD SOMETIME! You'd better make a Friend of Him now, while the sun of life is shining. The storms of sickness and death are coming by and by and tragedy will be on your heels, unless you come to the Lord. It is wonderful to be SAFE IN HIM. It is unspeakably horrible, to be lost! I cannot imagine anything more terrible that the destiny of a soul without God, without hope!

"What shall the end be, for them that obey not the Gospel of God?" I hope that question will grip your mind and conscience and not let you sleep till you have settled it. Where is the unsaved man going to wind up?  Well, he is not going to be annihilated;

death is NOT THE END.

One day shortly after I was converted, a neighbor of mine, an elderly man, was working in his garden. He had lost his wife who was a godly woman. I leaned over the back fence and started talking with him about his soul and Christ. He just laughed at me. He was kind about it, but he said, "You know, son, when we die we are just like the cats and dogs and chickens, that's all. We are just blotted out. We cease to exist."

Wouldn't it be strange for us to come into this world and live and have am​bitions and longings and heartaches and trials, and then at death just be cut off in silence? It just isn't so, friends. It isn't so. I told this man it wasn't so. If that old man somehow or other didn't find Christ from the time I witnessed to him, HE IS IN HELL. I didn't say so; GOD SAID SO. Anyone who dies without Christ is in Hell. We are not like cats and dogs and chickens down here now, and we are not going to be like cats and dogs and chickens over there. We have sense; cats and dogs and chickens haven't minds like human beings. We do not read of anything God made in His own Image except Man! God made MAN in His Own Image. God's Word says we shall live forever and ever and ever.

You might not like it, brother, but you are going to live FOREVER. You may choose now where you are going, either to heaven or to hell. It will depend on what you have done with Jesus. If you are born again it will be heaven; if you are not born again, it will be hell. The human soul is not going to be like the animals! We aren't now, and we won't be then.

Some people LIVE like dogs, and the Word of God has something to say about them: there are going to be some human dogs, people who have no morals, people who live like beasts, "outside the Holy City; dogs and sorcerers and whoremongers and adulterers and all liars are going to the Lake of Fire." People who LIVE like dogs are going to Hell. That is what GOD says. Many people are living such lives, and as such, they cannot go to heaven. But they must live forever, so it is Hell for them, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF GOD.

Oh, my friend, listen: WHERE will you spend Eternity? Both the saved and unsaved are going to LIVE FOREVER. The saved will be in heaven; the unsaved will be in Hell. Where will you be? Where will YOU BE, when your heart steps beating?

Won't you just now settle this matter? You know I have spoken to you in love. You believe what I have preached. You know I love your soul. I want you to be saved and in heaven with us. You want to be saved and know it. Bow your head just now and call on the Lord and say, "God, be merciful to me a sinner and save me now, for Jesus Sake." Through Christ, you can spend ETERNITY IN HEAVEN. Will you do it?
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