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Today I want to speak to you on the wonderful fact of The Eternal Pre​servation of the people of God. The Eternal Preservation of God's Born​ again Ones.

There were many months in my life that my soul was in a state of floun​dering and despair because I did not recognize in the Bible, or KNOW, the precious truth of the eternal preserva​tion of a child of God, and how this truth is linked up to our daily lives. There has been much discussion about this thing, but how wonderful it is to KNOW the Word of God and to know that a child of God, once he has been born again, will be ETERNALLY PRE​SERVED by the Lord!

We have in chapter 10 of the Gospel of John some very precious words. Jesus said, "My Father is greater than all, and no one is able to pluck him (the BELIEVER) out of my Father's hand." Jesus was talking about sinners. He was talking about people who weren't yet in heaven. He was talking about people not yet perfect. With all of our imperfections, there is a won​derful, sweet PEACE in knowing that we are eternally preserved in the Lord Jesus, that we are KEPT by the power of God!

A Believer May Slip

Now one of the things that causes people to be upset, if they do not think this thing through, is the fact that the Bible teaches that true, born-again be​lievers may slip. I was talking to a friend last night who said, "I know so many people who have been saved in your meetings, but I know some that have gone back." Well, there is one thrilling thing to me, and that is to know that MANY of these people, though they are not on the firing line, are going to meet us in heaven! We're going to have some surprises over there. A born-again person CAN slip and drift from God. It is recognized in the Bible that the believer is not immune from falling into sin, and it is terribly true that a real, genuine CHRISTIAN may sometimes be found in a state of blindness to divine things. God's Word speaks in Second Peter 1:9 that there are some people who have forgotten the cleansing from their old sins. Cleansed, but they have for​gotten about it. 

There are people right in this city who walked down the aisles of our meetings, in great revival cam​paigns, when the Spirit of God was working in a tremendous way, and nobody could doubt that GOD was there. They came to Christ! They were cleansed from their old sins. The joy of salvation was in their hearts! SOME of them are back in the ways of the world. SOME of them seem to show very little light. But does that mean that they are LOST? If I had seen David wreck a man's home and get into terrible sin; if that is all I had KNOWN of his life, I would never have believed he was a saved man. But David didn't cry, "Lord, restore unto me Thy SALVATION." He had that. He said, "Lord, restore unto me THE JOY of Thy salvation!"

A Believer Can Come Back

So the Bible teaches that a believer who slips, and drifts from God, CAN RECOVER, by divine grace. He can come back! I was studying afresh for my own heart yesterday Psalm 23. I was outlining it with a new outline. I think every time I study it I get a new outline! That is so wonderful. That's the Word of God. More precious truths! God's Word is inexhaustible. And I came to this line: "He restoreth my soul." I said, Well, where would ANY of us be, if GOD didn't restore us? He brings back my soul, David said! My soul wants to wander away and get into the things of the world and away from God and into the thorns and thistles and swamps and get bogged down, and get out of the JOY and VICTORY and BLESSING and USABILITY and USEFULNESS of a real child of God. But GOD BRINGS BACK my soul! He recovers it! He restores the soul IN​STANTLY, when the believer makes it POSSIBLE for God, by the CON​FESSION of sin, to restore him to the joyous privileges and experiences of the Christian life. That is the teaching of the Bible, the recoverability of the child of God who has been born again, his COMING BACK HOME, TO GOD.

That is a wonderful thing, isn't it? A precious thing! There are some men in their study of the Bible who believe that that is the teaching of the 15th chapter if Luke, the story of the prodigal son. He was A SON, when he left his father's house. He had lived in the big house. He BELONGED to the father. He walked away from the fath​er. But, he came back home to the father!

Restoration Through Confession 

Well, whatever we say, it certainly is true that if we confess our sins, God restores the soul. How important it is EVERYDAY for the believer to have his private "confessional" all alone with God. Nowhere in the Bible does the Bible tell us, my beloved friends, that we should confess our sins to a preach​er or any particular representative of the church. The Bible does say, "Con​fess your sins UNTO GOD." "If we confess our sins (the writer John in​cludes himself), God is FAITHFUL (He won't fail) AND JUST (righteous; He would be UNJUST if He DIDN'T forgive us, for Christ has already died for those sins.) to FORGIVE US our sins, and to cleanse us from ALL UN​RIGHTEOUSNESS." Cleansing from EVERYTHING! Cleansing instantane​ously! Cleansing immediately! Cleans​ing perfectly! Complete RESTORA​TION to the privileges and possibili​ties of the daily Christian life.

Peter fell, didn't he? He cursed and swore and said, "I don't even KNOW that Man!" referring to his own Mas​ter, Jesus Christ. That is an awful thing for a man to do---tell a lie like that. An APOSTLE, LYING? Yes, that was Peter. But, you know, old Peter has been a great comfort to me. JOHN troubles me! (And yet he helps me some.) John, you remember, was the Apostle of Love. And he didn't get that way overnight. One time John was walking along with Jesus in a little village that wouldn't receive Him, and John said, "Lord, let's bring fire down from heaven and burn them up!" An Apostle? Yes---the Apostle of LOVE!

You see, we are growing a soul. We are GROWING a soul. We do not be​come adult Christians overnight. There is the possibility of quick growth, glori​ous growth, rapid growth, if we will give ourselves to prayer and the Bible and witnessing, all-out in the things of God. But we RETARD that growth if we neglect prayer and neglect the Bible and neglect God's House and fail to put the Lord's teachings first in our lives. We RETARD the growth of the spiritual life.

Peter cursed and swore that he didn't KNOW Jesus. He fell. But he was RESTORED, to COMPLETE FELLOW​SHIP AND FRUITFULNESS. And Jesus used PETER, a man who told a lie and said he didn't even know Him, a man who was a terrible backslider, to preach the Pentecostal sermon! And also to write two books of the New Testament, First and Second Peter.

And if our traditions are right, and we believe that they are, the way they have come to us, Peter is really the one back of Mark's Gospel. It is really Peter's Gospel, and Mark was the amanuensis, his stenographer, if you please. So, God USED Peter. He used him in a marvelous way. In the Book of Acts we see how God used Peter. He CAME BACK!

Am I speaking to somebody today, who once lived very close to Jesus, and you walked close to the Saviour, and then you got away from Him, you drifted, and now there is condemna​tion, and the devil tells you (and it IS Satan's voice) that God is through with you? He tells you that God gave you one chance and you can't have any more? That this is the end of it? That you've just ruined everything and you are LOST? That is a lie! For God's Word says, "He (GOD) that hath be​gun a good work in you shall CON​TINUE it until the day of Jesus Christ."

FORGIVEN! "IN WHOM we have REDEMPTION, through His BLOOD, the FORGIVENESS of sins." Isn't that a precious thing to know? Forgiveness! "Can I be forgiven, preacher?" "Yes!"

"Will God forgive me?" "Yes."

"But you don't know what I've DONE!"

"That doesn't matter. CHRIST has DIED for you!"

"You don't know how many times I have FAILED God."

That doesn't matter. If you WANT to come home to God today, you can come home. God will forgive you, and restore you and CLEANSE you, and bring you back into Fellowship with Himself, completely, and put you back into useful, joyous service again if you will just come. DO IT, won't you? Do it today. Don't put it off. God bless you for now, and goodbye.
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