DO YOU WANT TO GO TO HEAVEN?

Jesse M. Hendley

Luke 12:16-21

If you were to stand out on the street and ask everyone who passed by, "Do you want to go to heaven?" probably most of them would say, "Yes," if they were honest. There would be some embarrassment of course, because most people do not talk much about heaven. There would be some smart‑alecs, I imagine. There would also be some who would laugh at you for the question you asked.

But I want you to think today about "Heaven.” It is wonderful to know that there is a Heaven! It is wonderful to know that we are going there. The Word of God teaches without a shadow of a doubt that there is a Heaven. If you believe the Bible, you believe in Heaven. God's word teaches that it is the most wonderful place that man can ever think about.

What Jesus Taught

Our Lord Jesus Christ said one time, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth, but lay up for yourselves treasures in Heaven, where moth and rust doth not corrupt where thieves do not break through and steal." Ah, friends, today how many of us ARE laying up treasure in heaven? How many of us are laying up treasures on this earth, that which is passing away, and forgetting the gold we ought to be laying up in the skies?

On one occasion Jesus warned some men who were money lovers. He told them of a rich man who was thinking only of his big crop coming on. The man said, "What shall I do? Already my barns are bursting with plenty. I'll build larger barns! I'll fill them with this provision. I'll have much goods laid up for many years. I can say to my soul, `My soul, take it easy. Eat; drink; be merry.' But GOD said, “Thou fool, TONIGHT shall thy soul be required of thee. Then whose shall these things be, which thou hast provided?" Jesus sums it up saying, "Thus is everyone who is not rich TOWARD GOD." RICH, in the things of this world, but not rich, toward God! Jesus said to lay up treasures IN HEAVEN. Many a man has plenty laid up for his days in this present world who has nothing laid up for Eternity. What a fool he is! And Eternity will reveal it so.

How To Have Treasure

Now how can we lay up treasures in heaven? Every nickel you give to the LORD, every dime, every dollar,

every ten‑dollar bill, every fifty‑dollar bill, every hundred‑dollar bill, every tithe you give to the Lord ‑--IF IT IS GIVEN FAITHFULLY, with RIGHT MOTIVES, for the service of JESUS CHRIST, and the proclamation of HIS GOSPEL,---will return unto you over yonder on the other side. You must be sure that it is going for the service of the Lord. It isn't sufficient that you give; it is necessary that you know where your money is going. If it isn't going for SEEKING PRECIOUS SOULS FOR CHRIST, if it isn't being given to carry on the work of the LORD, then, friends you are just dissipating your funds, that's all. You'll find yourself BANKRUPT over yonder, when you thought all along that you'd have riches in heaven. It is imperative that we give to a work GOD is using, a work that is faithful to the Bible, faithful to Christ, faithful to soul‑winning for Jesus Christ. It is in this way that we can lay up treasures in heaven. We can give of our TIME, our TALENTS, and our INFLUENCE. Whatever we do FOR JESUS, in Jesus' Name, if it is done with the right motive, for the glory of God, without selfish ends, will count for Eternity. But oh, there is so much selfishness! Self! Ego! Praise of man! All these things shall be BURNED. Only that which is done for Jesus with honest motives will stand the test at the judgment Seat of Christ.

The Father In Heaven

Our Lord said, "When thou prayest, say, Our Father, which art in Heaven." As you and I go to our prayer‑rooms each day, we do not go there just for some spiritual exercise, and to waste time. We go there to speak to our Father which art in Heaven. He is on the other end of the line. We talk to God and God talks to us. What a wonderful thing it is, that we can say, "Our Father, which art in Heaven." We can have conversation with Him. We can contact Him. Many a time in a revival meeting away from home, I have called long‑distance (sometimes thousands of miles away from home), and at the other end of the wire would come the voice of my wife. I knew it was the voice of my wife. We had fellowship, over those long distance wires. We talked one with another, and so it is with God in the secret place of prayer. We talk with Him, and he talks with us. It is wonderful that we down on earth can contact the God of Heaven. It isn't a "long‑distance" talk. He is very near and real. We know the Lord and He knows us.

Jesus In Heaven

We know there is a heaven because Jesus has gone there. Two thousand years ago, there was a God‑man on this earth who did miracles. He proved He was God by the life He lived and the death He died. He was JESUS CHRIST, the SON OF GOD. He disappeared from earth two thousand years ago, but He left His mark on everything. The daily paper carries the time of His birth on the dateline. The money you spend carries the date of His birth. The documents of our legal system have to do with Jesus Christ. All our lives carry the impression of His life and His death. From a little mountain in Palestine He disappeared, caught up in a cloud that took Him out of sight.

Where is Jesus Christ today? Is He alive? He is very much alive! We talk with Him, and we walk with Him! He is in Heaven, there to appear in the Presence of God for us. So we know there must be a literal Heaven. It is a literal place just as Atlanta is a place, Chicago is a place, and Hell is a place. Heaven is a PLACE. There is a real person in that place. Before Jesus disappeared from the earth, He was with His disciples forty days and nights. They saw Him. They felt Him. They handled Him. They knew that this was the Christ, raised from the dead. They saw Him as He disappeared and went up to Heaven. They left and went back to tell everyone the Good News, the wonderful News, that Jesus Christ had gone into Heaven and that this SAME JESUS would come back again someday. So, there is a Heaven, because there is a Real Man there, and that Man is the God Man, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul's Experience

I know there is a Heaven also because Paul tells us of the great experience he had. He went to Heaven and came back to earth, but God shut his lips and wouldn't let him tell about it. Paul says, "I don't know whether I was a disembodied spirit or not. I don't know if I was in my body or out of my body. But I know one thing. I was caught up into the Third Heaven, into Paradise, into the Presence of God, and heard things unlawful for a man to utter. Because of the abundance of the revelations, God sent me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger from Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted overmuch. Paul, the Apostle, was caught up into the

Third Heaven, and God shut his lips.  Why? Because, beloved, if God let us know all the wonders and glories of, heaven, we wouldn't want to stay down

here a minute. We would be beseeching Him day and night. We would be pray​ing, "Release me from the thralldom of earth, from the physical anguish, from

the mental anguish, the spiritual an​guish, of earth and time! Let my soul loose its moorings and soar into heaven, into that Wonderful Place that You have prepared for those who love You!"

Are We Ready?

There is a place, friends, called "Heaven.” And you and I are rushing toward either Heaven or Hell, according to what we have done with Jesus.

Are you ready for heaven? Are there fears and doubts about your salvation? If I were to ask you that, what would your answer be? I hope that your answer is, "I know that if I were to die right now, I would be in Heaven with the Lord Jesus Christ. I know I am saved. I have been born again. I am God's child. I know the Great Transaction has been settled. I have been born of the Spirit of God. I know I am going to Heaven."

Friend, nothing else in all the world is so important as to be ready for Heaven and to KNOW that you are saved.  Make sure of it for yourself.  Make sure of it for your loved ones and friends and neighbors.  Oh, I trust we will set our faces toward HEAVEN!  Jesus said, “I am the Way.”  Put your trust in Him and He will not fail you.  Will you do it?
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