DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE?

Jesse M. Hendley

Romans 15:13

If you have your Bible, turn with me to Romans 15:13. I hope many lives will be changed today as this message is read. We are talking about believing. What do you believe? What does it mean to believe? That has been rolling around in my mind for a long, long time, so I want to address it today.

"The God of Hope"

In Romans 15:13, the apostle Paul says, "Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believ​ing. "There are a number of titles about God. Here He is called "The God of Hope." It doesn't mean He has hope. He is almighty. He doesn't need any hope. It means He is the One who gives hope to us helpless, sinning, suffering human beings.

"All Joy and Peace"

"All joy."  Is it possible for me to have all joy?  If I have a gallon bucket full of water, then there is nothing else in it but water. If I am filled with "all joy, " then there is nothing in me but joy.
I don't see that very much, and so often I haven't manifested that either. That is why I say to you it is not easy to believe. Most people don't read the Bible be​cause it is hard to believe. We are so helpless it is difficult for us to really believe this is so. Friends, either this Bible is the biggest fairy story ever told, or it is so, one of the two, and you and I know what it is---it is so. So we can be filled with "all joy." And then he said, "and peace." So it is possible for every born-again believer to be filled with joy and peace, but most of us are not mani​festing that today.

The apostle Paul says in Romans 8:37, "We are more than conquerors through him that loved us. " That is, everything that comes our way we conquer and more than conquer. We do it easily if we really walk with God. Now this sounds wild and it is not very much manifested, but the problem is most of us do not live very close to God. The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ today is far away from the spiritual Christianity of the New Testament. It ought not to be that way. I am determined, by the grace of God, to reveal God's joy and peace in my life before He takes me home.

In my great sorrow, I found that I was not revealing this joy and peace that I should have had. Sorrows come. God doesn't say you won't have them. You will have them. We will have them till we get to heaven. I received my greatest sorrow after I was eighty years of age. But I want to tell you there is "all joy and peace. " There is victory over it. He is saying, "Your trials will come, but there is victory. There are battles, but there is victory." We need not live defeated lives.

Believe in God

We are discussing believing. Be​lieving what? I want to run by you eight thoughts about believing. The first one is really believing in God. Most people don't. Do you? Ask yourself this question when you re​ally think, "Do I really believe in God?"

I was in a retirement home be​fore I moved to where I am now. A gentleman sat down with me one day, knowing I was a preacher, and told me about his experience. He said, "My family and I went around and checked out the different religions we could find. You know, in one of the churches we went to a young preacher stood up and said he be​lieved the story of Jonah and the whale. Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha! Ha!" He just laughed. A lot of people laugh at the story of Jonah and the whale. I wonder how many people really believe it. Jesus did. He speaks of it as being absolutely true. There are miracles in the Bible. One reason a lot of people don't believe is because they don't think there is such a thing as a miracle, but there is. I told him, "I have just come from a doctor's office. While I was there I picked up an astronomy magazine. Inside it told the story of the discovery of four hundred giant red stars, each of them larger than our solar system and each of them from fifteen thousand to one hundred fifty thousand times as bright as our sun. My dear friend, if the God of heaven could make four hun​dred giant stars bigger than our solar system and some one hundred fifty thousand times brighter than our sun, do you think He would have any trouble making a fish to swallow a man?"

We don't use our brains. God gave you a brain to think. Use your brain. If you will think, you will dis​cover this whole world is screaming out that there is a God. In the fall when I'm driving, the beautiful foli​age on either side of the road screams out to me, "There is a God! This is His work." I didn't make it. You didn't make it either. Our govern​ment in Washington didn't decree it last week. There is a God who made all this---a Mind far bigger than all other minds put together. When you come to believe, the first thing you believe in is God Almighty, who made everything and gave us our brains, our bodies, and everything we have. He created and sustains everything. There is a giant Being back of it all. We came from Him. We are going to Him. If we use our intelligence at all, we will get ready to meet Him. So I believe in God.

The Bible Is the Word of God

The second thing is believing the Bible is absolutely the Word of God. A lot of people say they believe the Bible is the Word of God, but when you get right down to it, they don't. I believe the Bible is the Word of God.

I was flying on a plane to Knox​ville, Tennessee. There was a gentle​man sitting beside me. I always try to be alert for any opportunity to wit​ness. We said a word off and on to each other. Then, as we approached Knoxville, those giant Smoky Moun​tains rose up before us. I looked out the window and said to him, "See those mountains over there?" He said, "Yes." I told him they were coming down. He asked me what I meant. I told him that in the book of Revelation, chapter 16, God says just before the end times He is going to shake the whole world with the great​est earthquake of all time and the mountains are coming down. Cities are going to be destroyed and will become a mass of tangled debris. Islands will be moved out of the oceans and all these mountains are going to become dust. He said, "Men wrote the Bible," meaning, God didn't have anything to do with it, just a bunch of men sat down and wrote the Bible. Can you imagine that! A man who says that certainly has not used his head or he doesn't know what he is talking about. I have stud​ied this book for sixty-six years. All the men put together could not have written this book. Then I said, "You think the Bible was just written by men and God didn't have anything to do with it. What about the proph​ets? I have been a student of Bible prophecy for sixty-six years." He said, "Jules Verne wrote a book Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea in which he predicted the sub​marine (which he did)." He com​pared Jules Verne's prediction to all the tremendous individual prophecies of this Holy Book, which he had not investigated. Then I asked him what he thought about Jesus Christ. He said, "There is no such thing as a God-man. It is not possible for God to come down and become a man." Then I said, "Well, what about your sins?" I was running out of questions. He was denying everything I was say​ing. He said, "Oh, I do believe there is a God, but He will treat me right." No blood. No atonement. No Bible. I found out this gentleman was for​merly a teacher in one of our great colleges. He was one of the coaches of the football team also. He was retired and on his way back to Mary​land. My heart ached. I hope some​thing I said got the man to think. He has a brain, but the problem is he wasn't using it!

If anybody uses his brain, he will believe the Bible is the Word of God and he will believe in Christ as his Savior, because when you come to die, that is all you are going to have. When my wife died, I couldn't help her. I had to step back and she had to go out alone to meet God. All she had was Christ and the Bible. Do you hear me? When you are young, you don't realize your need. Don't ne​glect Christ and your Bible.

Believe in Sin 

Number three is we believe in sin. Everybody is suffering from sin---something bad, something awful, something wrong inside each of us. You may not call it sin, but it is.

I recently had a call from a lady who has been left alone. She has been in a wheelchair all her life. Now she has been taken to a nursing home where she complained she was not even being taken care of decently. If you have anybody in any nursing home, check them out. Human be​ings are human beings, and some​times they tend to neglect those who are ill. Anyway, when she called me, she said, "What about these thoughts in my brain? How can I be saved and have these thoughts running around in my brain?" I said, "Lady, join the human race. We all have them."

There isn't a Christian who doesn't have bad thoughts. Where do we get the idea that when we get saved we are not going to sin any​more? That is ridiculous. Every Christian sins. It is not because we want to, but we have an evil nature. So we must recognize the fact of sin. I have it and you have it, and God hates it. We have to find out some way to get rid of sin. The Bible says, "If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

I believe in sin. Now you can deny it, but it will kill you. It will destroy you. It will bring you to hell. "For the wages of sin is death. " Believe in Christ.

Now the fourth thing we believe in is Christ. We believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the answer to the sin question. "All joy and peace in be​lieving. "Not in doing, but in be​lieving.

We believe the story of the cross. The central truth of human thinking, Christianity, and salvation is the cross. All through the New Testament it is the cross of the Lord Jesus.

I received a letter the other day from a lady. She said, "I was in de​pression. I didn't believe anybody loved me. I made up my mind I was going to First Baptist Church to the evening service. Reluctantly, I dressed for church, feeling depressed and totally unloved. I went down to First Baptist Church and you preached that night. I found out God loved me and my depression left me." She heard again the story of the love of God and Christ for each of us at the cross.

Salvation Is by Grace Through Faith

The fifth thing we believe in is salvation by grace through faith. A friend of mine lives in the same build​ing where I live. He is a very godly man. He was talking to a fellow preacher who has preached for years. The subject came up of salvation by grace alone. It is not of works. The fellow preacher exclaimed, "But we've got to do something." My friends, we can do nothing to be saved. The dying thief is proof of this. After we are saved, we work out of love for the Christ who saved us. Many people think you can be saved by keeping the Ten Command​ments. The Old Testament is old and the New Testament is new. There is a difference. We better know the dif​ference. When you come to the ba​sis of the Christian faith, you will find it in the new covenant, not the old. The Church is not in the Old Testa​ment. The Law was given to Israel, not to Gentiles. There wasn't a Gen​tile present at the giving of the Ten Commandments. We are not under the Ten Commandments.

Does that mean we can go out and break these commandments? No. When you get saved, Christ comes into your heart and the Holy Spirit comes into your heart and you are made a new creature in Christ. You are born again and have the life of God, and you will live a holier life than you could ever live trying to keep the Ten Commandments. You can't keep the commandments. We are not under Law, we are under Grace.

We are saved not by keeping commandments, but by faith in Jesus Christ dying on the cross for our sins. The only qualification for getting to heaven is faith. The proof of this is the dying thief on the cross beside Christ who said, "Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. " Jesus didn't say, "Sorry about that. You have to keep the Ten Command​ments." Jesus said, "Today shalt thou be with me in paradise." He took him in because he put his faith in Jesus. He just trusted Christ. He didn't save himself. He had a Savior. If you could keep the Ten Command​ments and be saved, then you could save yourself and Jesus died need​lessly. But that isn't the Gospel. The Gospel is "Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures. "The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ is salvation by grace through faith.

The Christian Life Follows 

The sixth thing I believe is the Christian life will inevitably follow faith in Jesus. Somebody might say, "Well, I will just accept Jesus as my Savior and sit down and fold my hands." The problem is, when you receive Jesus as your Savior, He comes in and the Holy Spirit comes in and you will want to live utterly for that Christ who died for you. Paul said Christ's love for him controlled his new life.

I was saved on my front porch sixty-six years ago when my mother died. If I die today, I will go to heaven. If I had died that day when I believed on Christ, I would have gone to heaven. All the labors and the sweat of these sixty-six years of traveling, living in motels, and ago​nizing for souls had nothing in the world to do with my salvation, be​cause I was saved by trusting Jesus. Why do I work then? I work because I love it. Why do I love it? I love my Jesus, I love this Book, and I love people. I am 86 and I live in a retire​ment place, but I am not retired, they are. As long as I can breathe, I am going to preach and teach the Gos​pel of the Lord Jesus Christ and live the Christian life.

In a seminar recently, I opened it up for questions and answers. A young man in the back, who had just been born again, rose and said, "We get in these seminars and we are just in glory. We talk about the wonder​ful things we have in Christ, but when we go back there in that world, it is a different story. What shall we do?" I said, "Sir, take Christ back there with you." That led to this thought. The biggest mistake people make is thinking they get it all when they walk down an aisle and receive Christ as their Savior and get baptized.

Friends, the biggest mistake you will ever make is not understanding that the Christian life is living every day and every minute and every sec​ond with Jesus Christ. You have to take time every day alone with God. Jesus said, "When you pray, enter your closet, shut the door, and pray to your Father in secret." I say lov​ingly to people today, if you don't have at least one hour out of every twenty-four in diligent Bible study, alone with God, just for your own heart, you are not going to have any strength out there in that world and you are going to be defeated.

When I was first saved, I got up an hour before everyone else in the house. I had my Bible, my notebook, and my paper in the kitchen and I studied this Bible diligently for one solid hour. You say, "Well, that is hard work." You better believe it, but I'm walking with God. This Bible is living. Then, on top of that, I bought a little Bible, slipped it in my pocket, and went forty-five minutes across town on a streetcar as I was reading that Bible. Then, at lunchtime, I slipped back in the warehouse of the Murray Cotton Gin Company and munched on my sandwiches while I studied the Bible. As you study God's Word, your mind is in touch with the mind of God. I de​veloped an appetite for God's Word till today an hour alone with God is not enough.

The other day I was in a church and in the morning service as I spoke on this, I said, "You need an hour alone with God." That evening, as I entered the church, a lady smiled at me and said, "Well, I had my hour alone with God this afternoon. It was wonderful." I said, "I have had the privilege of spending half a day with God and it is super wonderful." You develop an appetite till you realize that as you study this Bible, God comes through it in spirit and be​comes real to you and Christ becomes real to you. If you do that, you can face anything that world out there has to offer. It is the only thing that will give you victory over it. If you don't, you will be defeated.

I urge you to study your Bible, pray, and walk with Jesus every day and come into His presence. I talk to Him all the time. Christ is with me. Christ is in me, wherever I am. I don't have to be in church or in a prayer meeting. I can be in the busi​ness world, but Christ is in me. Colossians 3:3, "Your life is hid with Christ in God. "If you don't live that hidden life with Jesus, in your mind that nobody sees, and you don't study the Bible and pray, and keep your mind on spiritual things, you will be defeated. But if you will walk with the Lord every day, have at least an hour in diligent Bible study, and believe that Christ is living in you everywhere you go, every second, to support you, strengthen you, and give you grace, you will have victory. That is the Christian life and it will inevitably come to people who study the Word of God.

I hope you want this more than anything. I can't tell you anything more important than this. I made the discovery that most people seem not to consider the hidden life with Jesus that we live with Christ in us every second. You can live with your spouse, or your children, but Christ is more intimate than they.

Believe in Heaven

The seventh thing I believe in is heaven. I was talking to the little lady who is in that nursing home. She said, "Brother Hendley, I am worried about my salvation. I have sat in a wheelchair all my life and now I am in a nursing home. I have had no life. I have got to go to heaven." And one more time I was enabled by the grace of God to tell that little woman that through the Lord Jesus Christ and His blood, He bought her way into heaven. And by faith in Him she can make that room in which she is living glow like the sunshine if she will believe that Christ is there. Lis​ten to what I am saying. Christ comes into our darkest hours. When we believe Him, it makes our dwelling place shine like the sun. He came to me and the darkness fled. He said, "Jess, you can sit there and believe you are alone and you will be in the dark and you will be miserable and you will make everybody else miser​able. You won't be any testimony to me. But if you will believe that I am with you around the clock, your dark​ness will go." I said, "I believe." The darkness left and I have been walk​ing in total sunshine in His presence.

I believe in heaven. Pretty soon I am going in. If I die today and you say, "Poor Jess," I am coming to see you after midnight. There is a spirit world out there far bigger than this little world. This world is passing away. The spirit world has been for​ever and always will be. We are go​ing into it and most people seem not to have wisdom enough to study the Bible to find out how to get there and how wonderful it is. There is a heaven where everybody is su​premely happy.

As you walk with God, He grants you visions. The other day He gave me a vision of heaven. When I men​tioned it, somebody asked, "What did you see?" I didn't see streets of gold and I didn't see gates of pearl, but I saw Him. It was like He folded me in His arms and there was the smooth​est warmth and sweetness and peace greater than I have ever known in this world. I know it was Him. One of these days when this heart stops beat​ing, I am going in and He is going to fold me in His arms. I'll enter a world of sweetness and joy beyond any​thing this world has to offer. Don't sell this out for any sin in this world. You will curse yourself for a fool of fools if you do. Live for heaven and God.

Believe in Hell

The last thing I believe is there is a hell. A friend who drives me and I were in Thomasville, Georgia. I preached that opening Sunday morn​ing on "Five Reasons Why the Holy Ghost Says to Every Unsaved Per​son, “Today, Receive Christ.” My first word was today. Today, make sure you have Christ, because with​out Him you are lost. When I dealt with being lost, I read Ephesians 2:l, "And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins." The unsaved are dead to heaven, dead to Christ, dead to salvation, and dead to eternal life. Then I said, "To be lost means to spend eternity in the fire." And I called attention to the Winecoff Hotel fire on Peachtree Street many years ago. When that hotel caught on fire after midnight over one hundred people jumped from the windows to the pavement to their death trying to get out of the fire. A little girl jumped and the photographer got the picture before she hit the marquee and broke every bone in her body. Why would she do that? She was trying to get out of the fire. A mother had two children with her and when the flames burst into the room she took them and dropped them to the pavement and jumped from the windowsill to her death. What would make a mother do a thing like that? She wanted to get her children out of the fire and she wanted to get out of the fire.

That evening after the service a lady came up on the platform to see me. She said, "Thank you for the message this morning on hell. I have a mother, in a distant city, who is 86 years of age. She is dying of cancer and she was lost. I went home, called her on the telephone, and told her what you said. She called on Jesus as her Savior and was saved." My friend, do you have someone you love who is lost? Will you seek today to win that person to Christ before it is too late?

You say you are a believer. Do you believe there is a hell? I don't believe you do. The church doesn't believe in hell anymore. We have lost our burden for souls. I mentioned this in one of the greatest churches in America. After I finished speak​ing, the associate pastor came to the platform. His voice was trembling as he bowed his head and said, "Lord, save us from being successful with​out this burden for lost souls." If you believed in hell, you wouldn't let any​body in your house rest till they got saved. You wouldn't rest either. You would try to get your neighbors saved. You would try to get every​body saved if you really believed that people without Christ are going to burn forever in hell. That is the teach​ing of the Bible. Do you really be​lieve the Bible? Most of us don't seriously believe.

Do You Believe?

Do you believe in God? If you do, you will make Him number one in your life and you will not love hus​band or wife, or son, or daughter, or business, or pleasure, or anything more than God.

Do you believe the Bible is His Word? If you do, you will study it day and night. You won't be, able to get enough of it.

Do you believe in sin? If you do, you will hate it, and you will seek to live as holy a life as you possibly can.

Do you believe in Christ? If you believe that was God dying for you on that cross, you will become a slave to Jesus. I am Jesus' slave.

Do you believe salvation is only by faith in Him? It is trusting Him, not anything you do. You can't do a thing in the world to save yourself except trust Him.

Do you believe you are living the Christian life? Do you believe God has left us in this world to be wit​nesses for Him? Will you make wit​nessing for the Lord Jesus Christ the chief purpose of your life? Walk with Christ and witness for Him. Those are two big things in our lives. Do you believe there is a heaven? Do you believe there is a world out there that God is prepar​ing for those of us who love Him and trust Christ as Savior?

Do you believe there is a hell? If you do, you will seek to win souls to Jesus. I am not asking you to do something I haven't done. That is what drives me now at 86 years of age. As long as I can help some boy, or girl, or teenager, or man, or woman get saved from a burning hell, I am going to speak.

Are you saved? If you have never trusted Him, will you do that now? Will you believe Christ died for you and quit trying to work for your salvation? Will you quit trying to run from it and receive Jesus as your Savior? Then, will you pick up this Bible and read it, and walk with Jesus, and be the witness for Jesus He expects every one of us to be?
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