DO YOU KNOW JESUS CHRIST?

Jesse M. Hendley

I want to ask you a question. "Do you know Jesus Christ?" Do you know Him?

Now we are not talking about things. We are talking about the very essence of salvation. YOUR SALVATION. There is nothing more important than the salvation of your soul or my soul. And what is salvation? Knowing Christ! Whatever so‑called Gospel leaves Christ out is not the Gospel at all. In fact, it is a cursed thing. Christ is the only Way.

There are seven "I Am's" in the Gospel of John.

I am the Bread of Life.

I am the Light of the world.

I am the Good Shepherd.

I am the Resurrection.

I am the Way.

I am the Vine.

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.

Jesus constantly says, "I am." He is everything and means everything to us. We must have Him if we are going to have peace in our souls. It is a wonderful thing to know the Lord Jesus Christ and to know that HE IS THE ONLY WAY.

Charles Dickens once wrote in a letter to his youngest boy when leaving home to join his brother in Australia, "Try to do to others as you would have them do to you. Do not be discouraged if they fail sometimes. It is much better for you that they should fail in obeying the greatest rule laid down by our Saviour, than you should. I put a New Testament among your books for the very same reasons, and with the very same hopes, that made me write an easy account of it for you when you were a little child, because it is the best Book that ever was, or ever will be, known in the world, and because it teaches you the best lessons by which any human creature who tries to be truthful and faithful to duty can possibly be guided. As your brothers have gone away one by one, I have written to each such words as I am now writing to you, and have entreated them all to guide themselves by this Book, putting aside the interpretation and inventions of men. You will remember that you have never at home been harassed by religious observances or mere formalities. I have always been anxious not to weary my children with such things before they are old enough to form opinions respecting them. You will therefore understand the better that I now most solemnly impress upon you the truth and beauty of the Christian religion as it came from Christ Himself and the impossibility of your going far wrong if you humbly but heartily respect it.

"Those are the words of Charles Dickens to his young son concerning the Christian religion and about the New Testament, the religion that Christ came to bring, the worship of the true God. There is no other religion that is true.

Joseph Parker writes, "Man needs Jesus Christ as a necessity, not as a luxury. You may be pleased to have flowers, but you must have bread. Jesus is not a phenomenon; He is Bread. Christ is not a curiosity; He is Water. As surely as we cannot live without bread, we cannot live truly without Christ. If we know not Christ, we are not living. Our movement is a mechanical flutter. Our pulse is but the stirring of an animal life. It is in this way, then, that Jesus Christ is to be preached, and even so I would preach Him now. I would call Him the Water of Life. I would speak of Him as the true Bread sent down from Heaven. I would tell men that it is impossible to live without Him. I would say with heightening passion, with glowing and ineffable love that He only, even the Holy Christ of God, can satisfy the hunger and the thirst of the soul of man. In this way I claim a distinct vocation as a preacher. I am not one amongst many who try to do the world good as a Christian preacher or preacher of Christ. I offer the only thing that can vitally and sufficiently touch the world's needs. Christ says, ‘I am the Water of Life.’ Christ says, ‘I am the Bread of Life.’ Without water we die. Without bread, we cannot live. Without Christ there is no life." It is impossible without Him. It is wonderful to know the Lord Jesus Christ.

These are testimonies of men who found in Him their only hope and their only peace.

Dr. Dale writes about Christ. "As faith in Christ is something wholly different from the belief that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John wrote the four narratives of our Lord's earthly life contained in the New Testament, so it is wholly different from the belief in the authenticity of these narratives. If, when my heart is dark with the sense of guilt, and all my strength is broken through despair of the divine mercy, if I trust in Christ for forgiveness, and the awful weight is removed and the light breaks, and I am conscious that in the mystery of my personal relations to the Eternal God, a great change has come, and that God has absolved me; if, having known in past days the blessedness of living in the Presence of God, I am lonely and desolate because of no sign of intimation of the Presence of God is given me, and I trust in Christ to restore me to God, and the vision and the power and the glory return, if, when the springs of life seem to have dried up, and there is an apathetic indifference to all these invisible and eternal things; if, then I trust Christ to have pity on me, and the River of the Water of Life clear as crystal returns to its deserted channels; if, I say, Christ--‑in answer to faith‑--does these great things for me, what more direct, appropriate, decisive evidence can I have that HE IS the Redeemer and Lord of men?"

That is what Christ does, when you have the sense of guilt that you have sinned. There is only one way to get rid of the sense of guilt and sin, and that is to come to Christ. It's marvelously, gloriously true! The sense of guilt departs and peace is restored, with God. If you have walked with God once, but you have drifted and gotten away in a backslidden condition; if, in that backslidden condition, you fall prostrate at the Feet of Jesus Christ and come back to God  through Him, imploring forgiveness and restoration, you will be able to say with David, after his tremendous sin and restoration, "HE restoreth my soul." Yes, friends, if your soul is barren, if your soul is dry, and you've lost the joy of salvation, if you fall on your face and come to God through Christ, and again your joy is restored, fellowship with God is renewed, that is the greatest proof that Christ is there! Christ is the only hope! Not knowing ABOUT Him, but KNOWING HIM; knowing Him as Saviour and Lord, with our hand in His, as He leads us along through life, through all the trials, difficulties, heartaches, sorrows. There is nothing that we cannot go through, if we trust the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not enough to profess a belief in certain things about Him and His work. It is not enough to be free from what men commonly call "sins." Friends, we must make a personal surrender to Jesus. We must come to Him and say, "Christ, Thou art my All. Thou art my only Hope. Without Thee is no Salvation. Without Thee is no Life, Eternal Life."

I am thinking of a little lonely wo​man, living in a little cottage. Her husband died many years ago. Her chil​dren are gone. At times we pity that old woman, and yet there is something definitely glorious about her. There is something in her face, and in her life, that you see. That woman walks with God. One day she will not be old. She will be more beautiful than an angel because Christ has come to take her in this life, and in death He will bring her home to Heaven,

Friends, it is CHRIST that is the Cause of our Salvation. It is CHRIST that is the Light of the World. Christ is the Bread of Life. Have you eaten of Him? He is the Water of Life. Have you drunk to the full? Have you been satisfied by Jesus? It is Christ Who is the Way to Heaven, not the church, not the ordinances, not prayer, not Bible reading, not even repentance. Anything that keeps you short of Christ Himself will be the greatest enemy of your soul. Salvation IS CHRIST.

No wonder a great song writer wrote, "Jesus, the very thought of Thee sweetness fills my breast; but sweeter far Thy Face to see, and in Thy Bosom rest." That man loved Christ.

There are a lot of things I don't know today. But one thing is worth more than the world to me: I KNOW CHRIST. I know Him as my Saviour. I have called upon Him as my Lord. And He said, in His Holy Word, "Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, SHALL BE SAVED."

What does this mean? It means that if you WANT Him, as you want water when you are thirsty, as you want food when you are hungry, as you want a path out of the dark wilderness of life, as you want resurrection from death, as you want fruitfulness as the vine bears fruit, as you want A Shepherd to lead you as a poor, blind sheep, safely Home to Heaven, then, "Him that cometh unto Me, I will in no wise cast out." Jesus is the Way! Without Him, all is dark--‑horribly dark. You remember the words of that song:

"Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling gloom,

Lead Thou me on.

The night is dark and I am far from home, Lead Thou me on.

Keep Thou my feet; I do not ask to see

The distant scene; one step enough for me."

The gloom is encircling this poor old world. The darkness is deepening. The night IS dark. We are far from Home. But thank God, when we turn over our lives to Jesus, turn oven our husbands, our wives, our children, our souls, and our bodies. Then we can trust Him to lead us Safely Home. Friends, IT IS CHRIST. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY.

Do you know Him as your Saviour and Lord? If you don't, won't you bow your head right now and trust Him? Will you yield to Him? Will you say, "Jesus, I've never known You before? I've never seen that Salvation is just You. But I need You, to save my soul, to lead me on, to bring me safely Home to Heaven. I turn myself over to You. I call upon You now as my Saviour and Lord." Will you do it?
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