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This is a great subject. You know, in the Book of Revelation we read about the angels that prostrate themselves before the throne of God. The Book of Revelation is a book of WORSHIP. The whole Bible is a Book of WORSHIP. From the beginning to the end we read about the worship of God's people. Abel, back there in the beginning, worshipped God. He came to God with his offering and prostrated himself before God in holy worship. We find other men also; Abraham built an altar unto the Lord. What does the altar represent? It represents a place of MEETING WITH GOD. He worshipped the Lord. He took time out of a busy life for divine worship. 

We read, concerning Job, that he was a man who worshipped God. Time and again, when his children had some festivity or gathering for fun and pleasure, Job offered sacrifices to the Lord in holy worship, lest his children had sinned against God. 

David led in the worship of the Lord in his day. So great was David's love and worship toward the Lord that he wrote the marvelous Psalms. The Psalms were literal songs that were sung unto Jehovah. They were songs filled with the Spirit of God, for David said, "The Spirit of the Lord spake by me and His Word was in my tongue." David invented instruments of music with which to worship God. Some people, in their worship, do without instruments of music saying that they are not to use instruments any more; yet David invented instruments of music and worshipped the Lord with them. He says we are to worship God on all kinds of instruments. This truth is taught both in the Old and New Testaments. Ah, friends, we are to WORSHIP God. All through the Bible, the men and women WHO LOVED GOD took time to WORSHIP HIM.

So, we raise the question now, "Do we really worship God?" You know, there is a lot of "church‑going" but not very much worship of God. A man can go to church on Sunday morning thinking only about his business, and never come near God! A woman can go to church and think about the clothes that other women are wearing, and her mind never thinks about God and worshipping Him. Do you ever worship God?

The angels do. The angels in heaven worship God. We read that they sing, "Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty. The whole earth is filled with His Glory."

The four living creatures, in the Book of Revelation, worship Him. We read about an innumerable company of the saints of God that bow down prostrate before His holy throne, in divine adoration and worship of the living God.

I wonder how much thought there is about God in our so‑called worship today. In our church services, and in our church activities, is God the center of it? Do we love God? Do we adore God? Do we think about God?

How about our prayer‑life? Do we say prayers out of fear or duty, or do we revel in the thought of God, the meditation of God, in intimacy and fellowship with God?

If God isn't the center of all our religious activity, then, friends, it doesn't mean anything at all. Just going through the motions doesn't mean anything.

Now let us think about what divine worship is NOT. It isn't simply "going to church," friends. It is not simply reading the Bible. You know, it is possible to be so involved in the technical discussion of the Bible as to miss the God of the Bible. Isn't that a sad thing? As I have journeyed up and down the land. I have found places where they can "split theological hairs right down the center." But, you know, there's just no God in it. There are those who delight in arguing all the time. They say that so‑and‑so says this, and so‑and‑so says that, about the Bible. But you know, I'd rather know God. Why, in Jesus' day, the Pharisees and scribes knew the letter of the Word but they didn't know the GOD of the Word! It is possible to know the Bible and not know the God of the Bible. The object of reading the Bible is to KNOW GOD and to WALK WITH GOD, not just to know what is in the Bible.

Worship of God is not saying prayers. It is possible to say many words in the secret place of prayer, without God in the center of it all. People can actually say prayers and not think about God. Sometimes prayers offered in public are addressed to the congregation, instead of to God. That isn't real prayer. You know, I've never cared very much about public praying. I am not criticizing those who really pray. But I never have cared too much about public prayers. I don't think public praying should be lengthy. Someone walks out and says, "Didn't so and‑so offer a beautiful prayer?" But God says, "It never did reach Me at all. The prayer wasn't even addressed to Me. It was just a combination of words to impress the audience." Real prayer is addressed to the Lord, in spirit and in truth.
True worship isn't activity for the Lord. It is quite possible for a person to go out and rap on doors as a matter of religious activity, and yet God may not be in it. Is God going along? Is He being glorified in all that is said and done? Why should anyone care if people see them or not, whether men applaud or not; God is the One Who sees and rewards. One day God will honor every bit of divine service unto Him. Oh, friends, don't misunderstand me, we CAN go to church and worship God, and we CAN read the Bible and worship God, and we CAN pray and worship, and we CAN be busily engaged in His service and worship. But listen. Is it just for something WE GET OUT OF IT? Or is it for what WE MAY GIVE TO GOD? Divine worship is giving something to God.

Divine worship is letting our LOVE TO GOD find expression. A man may love the Lord in his heart, but he should tell the Lord about it. He may say, "Well God knows I love Him." Yes, but God would like for him to tell Him. A man's wife may believe that her husband loves her; but unless he tells her sometimes, things will not be what they ought to be. So it is with God. Worship is LOVE expressed toward God. It is wonderful when people take time out to write us, or do some little extra thing--‑not for any thing they might get out of it--‑but just to let us know they were thinking about us. How much more does GOD appreciate a word from us in sincere affection for Him. Not only in words but also in action. Our love for God should find ways of expression in words and in obedience to His Word.

Divine worship is adoration. God is a Being to ADORE. We ought to love Him. He is an infinitely LOVELY Being. You know, as I have studied and read and have stayed immersed in spiritual things, one of the outstanding impressions that came to me was how Jonathan Edwards loved the Lord in such an intimate way, in such a holy way. It was said that when you were in the presence of this man of God, you sensed the divine presence. Irreverence was out of place. He lived so close to God. His life was one great, pouring out of worship unto the Lord. On one occasion Edwards was out in the woods, just praising the Lord, and he said that suddenly his soul was filled with bliss from the Other World, and that he could hardly ​contain himself for the GLORY and LOVELINESS of God that invaded his soul. Edwards was not preaching; he was just out worshipping God, alone.

Do you ever take time out just to worship God? I have found it a healthful thing to take time to be alone with the Lord. It is worthwhile, infinitely, to go alone to be with him when you are not burdened with any other thought, not burdened with any cares‑-‑and just give that time to God. Sometime take a half-day, take an afternoon, and spend the time alone with your Bible and God. Press through to His Presence. Maybe you haven't heard from Him in a long time. Maybe you haven't reached out and touched the hem of his garment for a long while. Maybe it has been a long time since you sensed His Presence. Friends, that is the life we want to learn, the life of communion with Him; being in His Presence till we know He has been with us. It isn't easy. But if you pay the price, it will bring a tremendous blessing to your soul. Take the time to do it. Just take your Bible and read the Scriptures. Meditate on God. Read His precious promises. There will be phrases that almost leap out of the text as you search your heart and life. The presence of God will become more real to you. Well, we had better learn to worship God here, for if we are going to heaven, we will find there that God is worshipped continually. In heaven, the one occupation of all the people is divine worship. They worship Him and obey His holy will, and this life is a time of preparation for the other world. We read, "Worship Him, all ye saints." Learn to give Him glory. Learn to praise. Learn to love Him. Learn to know Him. Learn to be around Him. Being around God should not bring horror, and fear. Really being with God brings joy and satisfaction and peace to your soul.

Well, what about those who do not worship God? Down through the years there have been multitudes who have not worshipped Him. There have been only two classes of mankind. Those God calls the "godly" and those He calls the "ungodly." An ungodly person is not necessarily one who lives in vile, unmentionable sins; he just does not worship God, never takes time to make friends with God and tell God how much he appreciates everything He has given him. God's Word says, "The way of the ungodly shall perish." because they shut God out of their lives.

You want to be among the godly, of course. Let me ask you this question today. How long has it been since you truly worshipped God? Don't put it off, friends. It may be too late. God says, "Boast not thyself of tomorrow." (Proverbs 27:1.) Some people are always "going to" but somehow never get around to it. There are so many things they are "someday" going to do, but by procrastinating, they just never get started. Let us not say, "Tomorrow I am going to begin to worship God. Tomorrow I am going to begin to read my Bible and pray and witness for Him."

Let me tell you the true story a preacher told of a young lady who was the daughter of fine Christian parents. They tried to teach her as Christian parents should, but as she grew up she became very popular with her set of friends and thought of little else but having a good time and going the ways of the world. She delighted in the frivolities and attractions of the world. She did not listen to the kind attempts of her parents to give her life to the Lord. She did join the church but regarded her membership lightly. Time passed, and her parents passed away into the Great Land Beyond. She married and moved away. Years passed. 

One day this preacher was holding a meeting near the town where this young woman was living. He learned that she had made two efforts to reach him by long distance telephone calls. She urged him to come to see her. He did, and he found her with an incurable disease. As the preacher entered the room, she covered her face and began to weep. She told him something of her career, how she had been repeatedly urged to begin the Christian life, and she was always "going" to do it "next year." She knew she ought to do it, for the sake of herself and her little daughter. But on Sundays they were always lured away by pleasure; they would get in the car and go somewhere, neglecting the opportunities to be found in the worship services of the church. She was remorseful; she was dying. The preacher said he still remembers now the old cemetery, where the grasses are so green and the marble so white, and the breezes make soft music through the great overshadowing trees, where the frail and wasted body lies, the body of a woman who was "always going to begin to worship God, next year," but she kept putting it off till she died, without ever having begun.

Friend, are you putting off the matter of your salvation? If you keep putting it off, you will NEVER SEE GOD'S HEAVEN. Won't you bow your head now, and right now will you begin to call on God? Give Him the right place in your life. Begin now to be a real Christian. Live for the Lord. Call on Him now and say, "O God, be merciful to me a sinner, and SAVE me, for Jesus' sake." Will you do it?
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