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Psalm 91

In Psalm 91 we have sixteen glorious verses, one of the greatest passages in all literature. You will want to memorize this Psalm if you have not already done so. I want to ask you a question: “Where do you live?”

Psalm 91 begins with this tremendous truth, “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty." Are you living under the shadow of the Almighty God? If so, you have perfect security. You have no fear of danger.

As we read this Psalm let us keep in mind this subject: “Human Need and Divine Resources.” We are living in the midst of a world of terror, a world of storm, a world of tempest. But that is not the whole picture. Some people just look at the dangers. But notice, in the midst of dangers, we have divine resources. We read, in this Psalm, of snares. We read of pestilence. We read of terror by night, of arrows flying by day, of destruction that wasteth at noonday, of lions and adders, and young lions, and dragons. All of these things are expressive of a world in which there is tragedy and sorrow and danger. 

There is much danger in this world. There is much tragedy. There is much terror. Our newspapers carry accounts everyday of people burned in their homes, mangled in accidents, suffering all manner of tragedy. Yes, this is a world of suffering. But that isn't the whole picture. As Christians we should not look only at the terrors and tragedies. If we do it will have an effect on us spiritually, mentally and physically. As the Psalmist, let us realize that in the midst of terrors and tempests and sorrows, there are Divine Resources. For a Christian, there is always a Refuge! In this Blessed Book, we read of a Fortress! We read of a Habitation! We read of a Dwelling Place, in the midst of all tragedy! God Himself is our Refuge, our Fortress, our Habitation, and our Dwelling Place, in Whom we are secure in the midst of the distress of life.

Let us notice now a three‑fold division in Psalm 91. First, the Psalmist encourages himself. (Verses 1 and 2.) “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide in the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He is MY refuge and MY fortress, MY God, in Him will I trust.” So he speaks encouragingly to HIMSELF.

Second, the Psalmist encourages OTHERS.  (Verses 3 through 13.)

“Surely He shall deliver THEE from the snare of the fowler and the noisome pestilence. He shall cover THEE with His feathers, and under His wings shalt THOU trust...His trust shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night nor the arrow that flyeth by day, nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness, nor for the destruction that wasteth at noon day.” And he goes on to say that here is victory for OTHERS as well as for himself. He says he has found peace and victory in God as his Refuge. Through all the storms and tempests of life he has found God as the source of peace and refuge, his abiding place. But, he says, it is not only for him but also for others, if they will just do the same.

Then in the third division, God is speaking of the Psalmist and of any other man who trusts Him: “Because He has set his love upon Me, therefore I will deliver him. I will set him on high. Because he hath known My Name, he shall call upon Me and I will answer him. I will be with him in trouble. I will deliver him and honor him. With long life will I satisfy him and show him My Salvation.”

This entire Psalm is wonderful, and may God make it very precious to our hearts. But I want to draw your attention to this third division and mention three things that God has said about His children, those who put their trust in Him.

CHILDREN OF GOD

First, “He hath set his love upon Me.” This is a characteristic of a child of God. Who is a child of God? The man or woman who has set all the love of the heart upon GOD. The soul that LOVES GOD will inevitably believe God's Word. And that brings the soul to trust Christ as Saviour. The only way to God is through Jesus Christ and any soul that shuts out Christ does not love God. We cannot love God and hate His Son. Friends, have you SET YOUR LOVE UPON GOD?

Second, “He has known My Name.” Now the name Jehovah means that God is looking after His Own. It means that He is a God we can trust to take care of us. When we really know what His Name means, we will trust Him and set our love upon Him. We'll not worry. We'll just depend upon Him, as a little boy depends upon his father to care for him.

Then third, “He calls upon Me.” The child of God prays and he depends upon God. He goes to Him and asks Him for things. He goes to Him day after day in prayer.  In these three thoughts we see the perfect order of what a child of God is. If we are His own, we have set our LOVE upon Him, we have come to know His Name and know that we can TRUST Him, and we have come to the inevitable result of those two things---PRAYER. Love, Trust, and Prayer, these three things characterize a child of God. Friend, are these the great characteristics of your life?

GOD'S PROMISES

Now let us notice some wonderful things God says to those who are His children. First, He says, “I will deliver him.” From every danger! From the tempests of life! God will extricate him. God will bring him out. God does not promise that we shall not have trials, but He does promise to deliver us, to watch over us, to take care of us. For we are His children.

Second, “I will set him on high.” I will give him a great place in my kingdom and work, and I will exalt him. Everybody wants God to exalt him. It's wonderful when God sets a man on high. All who try to climb up by themselves shall ultimately be put down. For he that exalteth himself shall be abased, and whosoever humbleth himself shall be exalted, the Word says.

Next, “I will answer when he prays.” Isn't it wonderful to pray and get answers from God? God gives supernatural answers, answers that you couldn't get in any other way.

Then God says, “I will be with him in trouble.” Say, isn't that great? The very God is with us in trouble! Troubles do come our way. Man that is born of woman, says Job, is born unto TROUBLE, as the sparks fly upward! Inevitably, we shall have trouble. But, the great God of Heaven, in Whom we have put our trust, will be with us. Isn't it wonderful to have such a Friend? The Almighty promised to be with us.

Then, “I will honor him.” God says He will place honors upon him, pin medals on him! God says that if His child will just set his love upon Him, trust Him, be true to Him, He will HONOR THAT PERSON.

And then, “I will satisfy him with long life.” God will extend his days; give him hallowed days, blessed days.

God says, “I will save him.” He will bring us home to Heaven to be with Him.

“I will show him My salvation.” Isn't that wonderful, friends? Could you want anything more worthwhile? Do you want deliverance? Do you want to be set on high? Do you want answers to prayer? Do you want God to be with you in trouble? Do you want Him to honor you? Do you want Him to satisfy you with long life, and show you His salvation?

Then set your love upon God! Put your trust in His wonderful Name! Call upon Him daily in prayer! AND GOD WILL GIVE THE VICTORY.

Now all of these truths are precious to our hearts. But let us go back now for a moment to verse 1, which is the Key Verse. All of what we've said comes out of that first verse. You'll want to memorize this Psalm. Why not begin today with this first verse; and add the other verses gradually. It will bless your soul to memorize His Word. “He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.”

This is a tremendous truth. Notice here the word dwell.” “He that DWELLETH in the secret place . . .”    He that LIVES in God right now, not yonder in the future, in heaven, but right now! Beloved, it is possible for us to dwell in God, God enveloping us, while we are still here on earth, never seeing Him with our physical eyes, but living in Him in the Spirit, till God is our Dwelling Place. That is why I began this message with a question: "Where do you live?"  “Well,” you say, “I live in the world.” Or, you may say, “I live in myself.”

But we ought to live IN GOD.

“I live in others,” may be your answer. “Others are my joy.” I put all my love and hope in my children, and my husband, and my friends.”

Friend, sooner or later you'll have a heartbreak. God wants us to dwell in Him! He has made Himself our great Refuge, our Home, our Immovable Foundation that abideth forever!

“He that dwelleth.” Not he that pays God an occasional visit. Not he that goes to church Sunday morning only, or prays just once a week, but HE THAT DWELLETH. He that lives constantly--‑moment by moment‑--every conscious second‑--IN GOD, looking to God, depending upon God, realizing God is watching over him, realizing God is overshadowing him, that God is taking care of him. That is the man to whom the promise is made. This is the man He blesses the most. That is the man who will come out on top. That is the man who can stand, when the tempests sweep others off their feet because that man DWELLETH IN GOD.

There isn't any blessing apart from dwelling in God. Even in prayer. Christ made this astounding statement: “Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you--‑IF--‑ye abide in me and I in you.” That is a conditional promise. The promise holds good IF we abide in Him! If we live in Him, so that our desires are His desires, and His desires are our desires, THEN we can ask anything we want and He will give it. He will give it because it is the thing HE WANTS. He wants us to live with Him until we feel like He does about things, until we think as He thinks, until we love as He loves. Oh, beloved, how we all need to dwell IN GOD! If we do dwell in Him, sooner or later we'll begin to think as He thinks, feel as He feels, and (I trust) in some measure act as He wants us to act. Dwelling in Him is the secret of it all.

Now, dwelleth WHERE? In the “secret place.” Why is God's Presence called the secret place? Because this “secret place” is not to be found just anywhere. To be sure, God's presence can be with you, but DWELLING IN THE SECRET PLACE is another thing. God lives in the heart, in the consciousness of the soul in fellowship with Him. You can't reach out with your physical hands and TOUCH God, but you can KNOW GOD in your heart. You can commune with Him. You can keep your thoughts on Him moment-by-moment, conscious of His Presence. Jesus Christ lived constantly with His thoughts upon God and He lived in the secret place. He was conscious of the Presence of God at all times.

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High.” Most High. This means Authority, Supremacy. Truly if we live with the Greatest Authority, if we live with God above whom there is no other, if we live conscious of the Most High God, we have nothing whatever to fear.

What is the outcome of dwelling in the secret place of the Most High? We shall “abide under the shadow 0f the Almighty.” The word “abide” means to pass the night! The world in which we live is a world of NIGHT. We shall pass the night under the shadow of the Almighty! Though the blackness of night has settled over us, yet we are perfectly secure because we shall pass the night under the shadow OF THE ALMIGHTY. GOD IS OUR REFUGE, OUR PROTECTION, AND OUR SHELTER. God is hovering over us!

That word “shadow” means “to hover over like a mother bird over her own, watching after them, taking care of them, guarding them.” Now what is the promise to the man or woman who constantly lives in the secret place? God takes care of them. What more can one ask in life than to have protection, security, in ALMIGHTY GOD? What more can we ask, when the storms and tempests of life come upon us, than to know He is hovering over us? Let us fix our hearts on Him this day! Let us look to Him, our Refuge! Let us abide in Him, and let His words abide in us, and begin today to dwell in Him! May this Psalm become a precious reality in your heart and life today.
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