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HEALING IN OLD TESTAMENT

There is much opinion today about Divine Healing. Let us go directly to the Word to see what God has to say.

The Bible teaches divine healing. It is a reality. It is a glorious fact. And anyone who loves God and loves the Bible and has studied His Word will admit that the Bible teaches divine healing. There is healing of the body, healing of the soul and healing of the spirit. Man is a tri‑partite, or three-part being. We are going to see what the Word has to say about healing.

The Healing of Miriam

We know the Bible teaches divine healing from Numbers 12:13. “Moses cried unto the Lord, Heal her now.” Moses, the man of God, was praying for his sister Miriam. Now there is a solemn thing. Miriam was stricken by the Lord with horrible, incurable leprosy. The reason for Miriam's leprosy was the sin of her tongue. “Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses, for he had married an Ethiopian woman.” Their speaking against God's chosen one was a sin in God's sight. One great man of God said that people would be more careful about their speech if they would only realize that their TONGUES were BRINGING ABOUT SICKNESS upon them and upon others. And so it is, friends. Oh, how many careless, hurting words are going out, causing sickness to come upon people today. The Lord struck Miriam with leprosy simply because she said some WORDS. But the words came out of her HEART. There was the trouble. It was the sin of censoriousness, of criticism, of judgment upon Moses' personal life as a man of God, because of the Ethiopian woman he had married.

Verse 9: “And the anger of the Lord was kindled against them.” God had said, “My servant Moses is faithful. With him will I speak mouth to mouth? Wherefore were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?” Friends, we may not hear God's voice speaking to us today as He did then, but we'd better be careful about our talk, our criticism of others, and particularly how we criticize individuals whom God is using. We had better be careful. Just for the sin of speaking against God's servant, Miriam was struck with a horrible disease, a judgment for her sin.  Aaron repented of his sin, verse 11; saying to Moses, “Lay not this sin upon us. We have done foolishly wherein we have sinned.” That is the way back to forgiveness.

Then we read that the Lord healed Miriam, but she had to be shut out of the camp for seven days. It was Moses' prayer that brought healing to her. He cried, “Heal her now, 0 God.” Let us remember that God Almighty judges our words, and not our words only, but self‑exaltation, and the jealousy behind it. Miriam and Aaron had said, verse 2, “Hath the Lord spoken only by Moses? Hath He not also spoken by us?” They were jealous of Moses' position. They wanted to tell Moses what to do when God was telling Moses what to do. Who were they compared with this man whom God was using so mightily? God said there was none like him on the earth. Moses, this humble man, prayed for her and God healed her.

The Healing of Hezekiah

In Second Kings 20:5 we have the record of God healing a man whom he had sentenced to die, by His own Word. God answered the man's prayer to live. “Hezekiah was sick unto death, and the prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, came unto him and said, ‘Thus saith the Lord, Set thy house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.’ Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed unto the Lord saying, ‘I beseech Thee, O Lord, remember now how I have walked before Thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in Thy sight.’ And Hezekiah wept sore. And it came to pass that before Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the Lord came unto him, saying, ‘Turn again, and tell Hezekiah, the captain of my people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears; behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord. And I will add to thy days 15 years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hands of the King of Assyria.” Isn't that a wonderful answer to prayer? Here was a man sentenced by God to die, and in answer to prayer, God changed His plan and gave him fifteen more years to live. Hezekiah was healed.

Now this is the Word of God, friends. This is not just what someone thinks. This Word shall stand forever! I stick by the Bible and this broadcast sticks by the Bible. This is a Bible broadcast and we are going to go right on preaching the Word of God to the end.

You may ask if it is a sin to pray for the dying that they may live. When my father was dying, I asked God to let him live if He would. But it wasn't God's will and God took Him home. I had prayed definitely “Lord, if it is Your will, let him live to continue serving Thee.” But it was God's will to take him Home. I wasn't sinning when I prayed for my dad to live. I am not sinning when I pray that I may have health to give myself to the service of the Lord and the winning of souls. An unselfish prayer God always answers.

Let me call your attention to something. Some people think it doesn't make any difference how they live, but just wait till death comes. Notice what Hezekiah said to the Lord in his prayer: “I beseech Thee, 0 Lord, remember now how I have walked before Thee in truth and with a perfect heart.” God answered the prayer of a man who all his life had tried to obey Him with a perfect heart.

The Healing of a Land

We know from Second Chronicles 7:14 that God brings judgment upon countries that have sinned against Him. In verse 13 He says, “If I shut up heaven that there be no rain, or if I command, the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among my people.” Pestilence, suffering, disease, sickness because of national sin. Can prayer bring healing to a land?

Listen, verse 14: “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then (and not until then) will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and heal their land.” HEAL THEIR LAND. All over the world today, lands are plunged in the midnight of sorrow and hunger and war and pestilence and death and famine and disease and want and affliction. Why? God says it is because of SIN. What is the remedy? The praying people of the land! Those who come back to God, humbling themselves, praying, seeking His face, turning from their wicked ways. When a nation goes to prayer, God will answer! I wonder if some of you, today, because of your sins, are hindering the prayers of praying people all over the land? God says for the nation to repent and turn from their sins, that there might be forgiveness.

The Healing of David

Then in Psalm 6:2 the Psalmist cries out, “Lord, heal me, for my bones are vexed.” If you read the context, you will find that the Psalmist was near unto death. He says, “Lord, in death there is no remembrance of Thee. In the grave who shall give Thee thanks?” It was as though David said, “Lord, I am Your child. I am one of Your representatives on earth. I am your mouthpiece. You speak through human voices. If you let me die, another voice for You will be silenced, a voice that is given to praising Thee.” And God heard his prayer. David asked God to let him live to praise Him and make Him known to others. You know, we may pray that prayer today. God needs representatives on this earth. There are so few that will speak out for Him. There are so few that love Him and live the godly life and tell others about Him and His true nature. The Psalmist cried out to God to raise him up and heal him, that he might glorify Him. So we may pray for healing and longer life to praise and serve the Lord.

The Healing of the Soul

Next is the sickness of the soul. It is sin that brings sickness to the soul. In Psalm 41:4 we read, “Heal my soul, for I have sinned.” I have right here a letter from a woman who says she has wandered so far from God that she doesn't know if her prayers will do any good. Well, here is a man, the Psalmist, who had wandered from God and sinned. But he prayed. He didn't stop praying. He prayed and got back on top! That is the object of prayer! It is through prayer that a soul is restored and made right again with God. God alone can heal the sin‑sick soul. When we backslide, God tells us to pray. Jeremiah 3:22 “Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backsliding.” In Hosea 14:4 we read, “I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely.”

So in time of bodily sickness, land sickness and soul sickness, we are TO PRAY. God will speak to our hearts again. Today if you need healing of body or soul, get alone with Him. Call upon Him as these men of old did. Mark these references in your Bible and pray over them. 

HEALING IN THE NEW TESTAMENT

THE CENTURION

As we study Divine Healing, let us turn to Matthew 8:7. We read, “Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.” Here we have a centurion, a Roman commander over one hundred men. This centurion had a servant sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. (Isn't that a picture of what sin does today?) This centurion had faith in Jesus. He knew that Jesus could and would heal. So he came to Jesus and told Him the need, and Jesus said it was the greatest faith He had seen in Israel, and He said, “Go thy way. As thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee.” And his servant was healed in the self‑same hour. Notice that the centurion not only came to Jesus, but he came in faith that he would heal. Friends, we must exercise that faith, that trust, that confidence, if we expect the Lord to work. No man can be divinely healed unless he has faith that the Lord can and will heal him. The result here was that the servant was healed in the self‑same hour.

It is interesting to me that some people say God does not heal, when they know He healed in Old Testament times and in New Testament times. Has God changed? The reason there is not more healing today is the lack of faith. There were physicians in Jesus' day; but here the Lord is divinely healing. This man came to Jesus for Him to do it definitely Himself. Jesus said that many would come from the east and west (just like this man, with faith for salvation and bodily healing) and sit down with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the Kingdom of heaven. But those who had not faith in Him would be cast out into outer darkness where there would be weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth. Jesus said, “As thou hast believed.” There is the miracle power of God. The answer is dependent upon the faith we have in Him! Glorious things would take place today if there were more faith in Him. So few people are coming to our Lord in faith that He will do mighty things.

The Power of the Disciples

In Mark 3:14 we read that the twelve apostles were delegated with power to heal bodies. “He ordained twelve that they should be with Him, and that He might send them forth to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out demons.”  So it was not only Jesus, but also His apostles, who healed in those days.  They went forth in the power of the Lord Jesus Christ. They had unusual power, divine power, and miraculous power. They were just ordinary fishermen, but they believed in Him! Ah, isn't lack of belief our trouble today? I have been making this study from the Word of God, not from books or sermons on healing. We are getting this directly from the Word of God. And how it should encourage our faith! It is wonderful to realize that there IS healing.

Power of Jesus

Now in Luke 4:18 we see Jesus standing in the synagogue in Nazareth. What is He saying? “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the poor. He hath sent me to heal the broken‑hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, the recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” Notice the poor, the broken‑hearted, the blind, and the bruised. Jesus came to meet the needs of sorrowing men, body, soul, and spirit. He came to heal the body, the soul, and the spirit. He came to be an all‑sufficient Saviour, to meet every need of humankind!

He came to heal the broken hearted. I was talking recently with a businessman. He moved to this town and built a beautiful home for his wife. He loved her dearly. They were having a wonderful time together, and in his business he was doing very well. All of a sudden this precious wife became sick. She was taken to the hospital, and she finally slipped away. So here was this broken‑hearted man telling me how hard it was to readjust himself to life, with his wife gone. He said he sold his house to get rid of the memories. Heart‑broken! But this man found in Christ the Answer. He found in Christ the Way. He knew a godly friend in Atlanta who pointed him to spiritual things. He made friends with Christian people, and now he is finding victory over his tragedy and sorrow. Instead of staying at home and thinking back over the memories of past days, he has been associating with active Christian friends and has been witnessing for the Lord! Everything is working out for him because he has turned to the Lord. Oh, the Lord is able to heal broken hearts when we turn to Him like that. He is the Great One. He will heal and bless. I tell you, when death strikes your loved ones, the only thing to do is turn to the Blessed Lord.

The Paralytic Man

Now we read in Luke 5:18 about a man being brought on a bed to Jesus. This man was perfectly helpless. He couldn't get up off his bed. We read that a group of men brought him to Jesus to be healed but the house where Jesus was, was so crowded by people that these men had to go up on the housetop and let the bed down through tiling in order to get the man to Jesus. Over there in the Holy Land the roofs of the houses were flat and could be opened up. So this man was let down through the roof. Here is an interesting thing: When Jesus saw THEIR faith, that of the man, he said to the man sick of the palsy, “Thy sins are forgiven thee.” Notice, next, that the man's sins had to be forgiven; the healing was secondary. Forgiveness of sin in the soul is first; healing of the body is second. The suggestion in this passage is that the man's sickness was caused by his sins.

Friends, when sickness comes, it is wise to get alone with the Lord and wait on Him and see if there is sin in our lives, and confess every known sin to Him. I don't know about you, but I have found it a healthful thing to go over my life about once a week (apart from regular daily prayer). It is good to have an unhurried time of prayer just for the purpose of checking over our lives to see if there are sinful things, things displeasing to God, and to say, “Search me, 0 God, and see if You find in me any wicked way.” The words “wicked way” mean literally “way of pain.” Wickedness brings pain. Sin brings suffering.

So we learn of the man’s sins having to be forgiven first.  When Jesus forgave him, immediately he rose up and took up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God! He glorified God. When a man is healed, he knows he is healed! The result in the man was glorifying God; the result in the witnesses was that they were all amazed and they glorified God. They were filled with fear, saying, “We have seen strange things today,” divine things, the things of God. Friends, the power of the Lord was present to heal physical affliction.

Child of God, are you afflicted physically? Won't you take these passages and go over them. I want you to have these truths from the Word of God.

Jairus' Daughter

Now turn with me to Mark, chapter 5, and verse 22. Here we have the study of Jairus' daughter. Jairus was a ruler in the synagogue and he had a little girl twelve years of age. Here is a picture of man's agony in the presence of death. His concern was great, and he fell at Jesus' feet. He prostrated himself and besought Jesus to come to his house where his little daughter lay dying. Oh, the throb in the heart, the agony in the heart, when a loved one is dying! But there was a delay. Jesus was in the throng, and a woman pressed her way to Him, you remember. Jesus turned aside to heal her. By this time, one of the men said to Jairus, “Thy daughter is dead; trouble not the Master.” The case was hopeless; the child had already died. But when Jesus heard it, knowing the mind of the distraught father, He said, “Fear not; only believe.”

Who is This? Who is This, Who in the presence of Death dares to say such a thing? Is He an imposter? Or is He the God‑Man? I leave it to you to judge. I believe that Jesus is the Son of God!

Well, we read of Him entering the house and taking with Him Peter, James and John. They trusted Him to do mighty things. The professional mourners were weeping. But Jesus said, “She is not dead, but sleepeth.” Outside, they were laughing Jesus to scorn, but Jesus raised Jairus' daughter from the dead.

Beloved, we should pray for the sick and the dying, that they may be restored to glorify God. God help us to pray in faith!
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