DIVINE LOVE---THE GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL
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Revelation 1:5

You know, friends, the Bible says, "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God." All of our troubles come from that. All our tears and heartaches and sorrows and misery and anxiety come from the fact of the consciousness of SIN. We have ALL sinned and come short of the glory of God.

You say, "Is that all you have to say to us today?" No, I want to tell to you today the Gospel. You know, the Gospel means "Good News," GOOD NEWS to men and women who have sinned. That means me! That means you.

Now over in the Book of Revela​tion, chapter 1 and verse 5, we read these words; "Unto Him that LOVETH us, and loosed us from our sins by His Blood, and made us a kingdom and priests unto God and His Father, TO HIM be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen."

That is a wonderful statement. For remember, Jesus still sits on the Throne. When He arose from the dead, He ascended back into heaven to God's Right Hand. He is THERE NOW. He has said to us that ALL AUTHORITY is given unto Him in heaven and in earth, and that means over every individual person.

Now the Gospel is given to us in three thoughts: that JESUS LOVETH US, that Jesus through His Cross WASHETH us (or, looseth us) from our sins; and that Jesus MAKETH us kings and priests unto God His Father. THIS is the WORK of Christ. This is what JESUS DOES. And all He asks of us in return is faith and love! A real faith in Him! That's all He asks. A real trust! Because when we give Him our HEARTS, we'll give Him everything, of course.

Now notice here that Jesus LOVETH us. It was the LOVE of Christ that sent Him to the Cross. You say, "That means only CHRISTIANS. He loves only those who are CHRISTIANS. And I haven't loved Him. Jesus couldn't love ME, for I'm not a Chris​tian." Over in Romans, Paul develops this thought so beautifully where he says, "Christ died for the ungodly." That means that Christ LOVES THE UNGODLY! We read that "God so loved the WORLD..." and that in​cludes the ungodly. That means SIN​NERS. That means those who have RUN AWAY from God, those who have ignored God, those who have paid no attention to God, those who have been sinners through the years. GOD LOVES YOU! JESUS LOVES YOU!

"He WASHED US FROM OUR SINS, in His own Blood." That means that CLEANSING is available for every soul in all the world! He washed us from our sins. By paying the price with His own Blood on the Cross, you and I are CLEANSED from sin and SET FREE from sin. We are LOOSED from our sins AND THEIR CONSE​QUENCES through the Blood of Jesus.

Then, "He made us a kingdom and priests unto God and His Father." A NEW kingdom, a HEAVENLY king​dom, a kingdom where EVERY man is a king. That is what WE are. We read over there in the close of the Revelation, in the closing chapters, a​bout that Holy City of God where we ULTIMATELY SHALL BE, where there will be NO SIN, where we shall reign as kings forever and ever. "His servants shall serve Him, and they shall reign as kings forever and ever."

You know, at one time the Apostle Paul HATED Jesus! He persecuted Christians who loved Christ. But one day Jesus stopped Him on the Damas​cus road and said, "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?" Was Paul LOV​ING Jesus when Jesus appeared to Him? No. When Jesus SAVED him? No. He hated Christ! He PERSECUT​ED Christians. He hated the very NAME "Jesus.” But the Lord, in His marvelous love, appeared to him and it broke his heart. Paul never got over it! He said, "He LOVED me, and GAVE HIMSELF for me." When I hated HIM, HE loved ME!

And that's the meaning of the Gospel. God LOVES you today. CHRIST loves you. He gave Himself FOR you.

Paul said, "The life I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the SON OF GOD, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me." If Jesus saved a MURDERER (and that's what Saul was, for he had Christians put to death) --- if Jesus would save Saul, then He certainly will save YOU.

I watched a murderer die, in Georgia's Tatnall Prison, and one last thing he said before he was electro​cuted was to us who were in the death chamber, some twenty-four of us: "I want every one of you to meet me in heaven." I stood there aghast, to think of a man to be burned to death talk​ing about HEAVEN with his last breath, and about people MEETING him there. Was this the same man I had met about a year before, the hard​est man I had ever met? The most hateful, the meanest man, the man who HATED preachers of the Gospel? Was this the same man? What had happened to him? He had MET JESUS! He met Him one day in his death cell, while reading THE BIBLE. He read about his own sins, and about the hell he was going to, and about this Wonderful Jesus who DIED FOR HIM. And that murderer had sense---oh, he had such intelligence: he knelt and ACCEPTED Christ, as his own personal Saviour! And his last words just before he was electrocuted, were, "I want every one of you to meet me in heaven." Charles Coates knew he was going to HEAVEN. He knew that JESUS WOULD KEEP HIS WORD. He knew Jesus had SAVED HIM. A MURDERER, a man whose hands were red with the blood of a fellowman. Jesus SAVED him!

My friend, if Jesus saved Charles Coates, He will save YOU. Jesus lov​ed him, washed him from his sins and took him to Glory, made him a king and priest unto God His Father!

"Jesus LOVETH US." That is pre​sent tense! Backslider, maybe you've slipped away from the Lord. Maybe you lived close to Jesus at one time. You loved His House. You loved His Word. I was sitting at Howard John​son's Restaurant the other day, and it was just at opening time in the morning, and nobody else was in the place. There were three waitresses there, and we got to talking about the Lord and the things of God. ALL THREE of these women were back​sliders. They said that they had once accepted Jesus and were living for Him, busy for Him in the church. But then they got away. They grew cold. They grew unhappy. Each one of them was miserable. Each one of them was unhappy. Well, nobody can be happy apart from the Lord! Nobody can be happy outside the will of the Lord Jesus. Only that person is happy who knows Him as Saviour and is serving Him.

Backslider, do you realize today that He LOVETH YOU? That He washed you from your sins in His own blood, and that all that is AVAILABLE? And that He LOVES you? And that He will take you back today, gladly, happily? And restore the joy of your salvation and give you peace again? Jesus will give you peace! That is Scriptural. We read, "The Lord of Peace Himself GIVE THEE peace, at all times, and in all ways." He is the Lord of Peace! He is the Giver of peace! PEACE is a Gift from Jesus, to those who love Him. He LOVES YOU, backslider in heart, and He will give you peace today if you come back to Him. He will kiss away your sins with His forgiveness. He washed us from our sins in His own Blood. All of your sins have been atoned for. Your robes can be white again! You may have soiled them, but you can WASH your robes again, in the Blood of the Lamb of God. That is where cleansing comes from. Cleansing comes by your confessing your sins to HIM.

You've seen snow covering a dirty city. I was in Detroit, Michigan, be​fore the Christmas holidays, and there came down a picture-post-card snow​fall one night. Everything was so beautiful! All the ugliness was gone. The dirt, the mud in the roads, the soot, and all the ugliness was gone. Beauti​ful white snow was covering the dirt. When we come to Jesus, God actually takes away the sin and the dirt, and CLEANSES from all unrighteousness, through His precious Blood. He makes us white as snow! That is what He wants to do today, for you. He wants to CLEANSE you from SIN.

Let me ask you: Do you believe in the LOVE OF JESUS for YOU? Do you believe that He LOVETH YOU? Do you believe that Christ died for the ungodly? Do you believe that His Blood has already paid for your sins? If you will simply come to Him and trust Him, He will forgive and cleanse and give you peace. Won't you do that, just where you are? Wherever you are, go alone right now and take this wonderful statement in Revela​tion 1:5, "Unto Him that LOVETH ME, and washed ME from my own sins in His own blood, and MADE ME a king and priest unto God and His Father, TO HIM BE GLORY and do​minion forever and ever." Put your trust in Him! He will give you peace.
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