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Romans 7:7

Friends, turn with me, please, to Romans 7, verse 7.

We are studying today the wonderful truths of this tremendous seventh chapter of Romans. I have heard people say they want to "get out of Romans 7 and into Romans 8" and I know the spirit in which they say that, for Romans 8 is a tremendous chapter. But I confess to you that I have learned more about VICTORY in Romans 7 than in any other chapter I have ever studied carefully. I hope it will be a blessing to you as we take it up.

Remember that in Romans 7:1 through 6, which we have just studied, we learned definitely from verse 4 through 6 that the Believer is DEAD TO THE LAW. Then in verse 6, that he has been DELIVERED FROM THE LAW, and we no longer serve in the oldness of obedience to the Law, the old kind of life which was obedient to Law, but now God has SUPERSEDED THAT by sending His SPIRIT IN TO OUR HEARTS when we were born again, and we serve in NEWNESS OF THE SPIRIT, the new life that the Spirit gives, that makes us WANT to please God, and gives us the POWER to do it, and makes us want to NOT DISPLEASE GOD, and gives us the power to SAY NO to that which displease Him.

So the believer is guided by the SPIRIT, is the tremendous New Force in the believer's life, and the Christian does not seek to "obey certain laws." We are to turn away from false teachers who emphasize LAW as the thing for us today, because the New Testament and Paul and the Spirit of God emphasize that we are NOT UNDER LAW but under GRACE.

Now here in Romans 7, 7 through 25, we have the Relationship of Law in Sin.

Here is the argument. If deliverance from SIN means deliverance from LAW (and we read that we WERE delivered from the Law, in the plain words of verse 6), does this mean that LAW and SIN are the same?

The answer, of course, is No. The LAW simply REVEALS THE AWFULNESS OF SIN. The LAW stirs it into action. This is not because Law itself is evil. Law in itself is good. But God gave the Law for two reasons. TO EXPOSE SIN TO US, to show us how horrible it is. We should not have known about sin, apart from the law. So He gave it to expose sin to us and show us how horrible sin is. Second, He gave the Law to REVEAL OUR GUILT, that we may WANT a Saviour. Nobody wants a Saviour unless he is in trouble. And when we SEE OUR GUILT, we turn to our SAVIOUR, the Lord Jesus Christ. So, the Law exposes SIN, and exposes our GUILT. It shows us WHAT SIN IS, and shows us HOW SINFUL WE HAVE BEEN.

Now here is what happens. We have a "double self.” We have a bad self, and we have a better self. My better self, Paul says, is helpless to prevent me from doing wrong, also helpless to make me do the right. And there is that constant conflict going on within us. A civil war, if you please, within our own souls! Paul says, "By my own strength I can hope for no deliverance. But, God be thanked, Christ can and does deliver." There is the whole thought of the entire chapter 7.

In Romans 6, then, we have the IDEAL presented to us‑--dead to sin and alive to God.

In Romans 7, 7 through 25, we have the ACTUAL CONFLICT, and we learn that there is no deliverance within ourselves. We cannot deliver ourselves and have the victory.

In Romans 8 we learn that VICTORY is realized by union and faith in Christ and by the power of His Holy Spirit.

Now let's begin at Romans 7:7, and learn the relationship of Law and Sin. "What shall we say, then," Paul says, "is the Law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not KNOWN sin but by the Law. For I had not known lust or desire except the Law had said, Thou shalt not covet."

Here he says, "Is the Law Sin?"

No. SIN MAKES USE of the Law, but Law is not sin. Paul says, "I should not have known lust except that the Law said, Thou shalt not COVET." Now the word "covet" here is really more than "covet.” It is epithumeseis, and it means "every kind of wrong desire.” And Paul realized that he had a wrong desire in COVETOUSNESS.

Now verse 8. "But sin, taking occasion by the commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without Law, sin was dead." Sin, taking occasion, literally. Sin EXISTS. But without LAW it has no means of producing GUILT. LAW gives it this opportunity. SIN uses the Law as a base of operations to carry on a warfare against us.

Now verse 9. "I was alive without the Law once. But when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died." Paul says here, "I was alive, apart from law." That is the Greek word edzon. The natural man does freely and without hesitation all he has in mind to do, no check on his desires, no hinderings of conscience.

Ancient art reveals this as true of people in Paul's day. In old Greece they lived a life that did not look beyond tomorrow. They had no inward perplexities to trouble their enjoyment of Today! You take yonder in Pompeii, excavations in Pompeii. When the archaeologists dug up that city, destroyed by lava, that whole city that suddenly was covered by burning lava, when they uncovered it THE WALLS of the city had on them such obscenities that the excavators had to hang curtains over the obscene pictures so that the laborers could labor decently, showing the INIQUITY of old Rome, and the wickedness of Pompeii in that day. Sudden destruction came upon them in the midst of their wickedness.

Well, the whole Roman world was like that. Paul said, "I was alive apart from Law at one time. I was living, wasn't worried about anything, and lived as I pleased. Whatever I desired to do, I did it." Paul had no check, no hindrance at all.

"Then," he said, "the COMMANDMENT came. Without the law sin was dead. I was alive without the law once, but the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. Sin sprang into life! Sin is in man, but it is SLEEPING until the Law comes in. When the LAW comes, sin becomes an ACTIVE POWER for trouble." That is what he says.

Now verses 10 and 11. "And the commandment which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it, slew me." DECEIVED me! Just like the fall of Adam, repeated in every man's life. Adam was deceived, Eve was deceived. SIN DECEIVES people. It looks pretty. It doesn't look like there is any sting to it. It doesn't look like it will hurt you. But it always stings and always hurts! It DECEIVES people. Otherwise, nobody would ever sin.

Now verses 12 and 13. "Wherefore the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and just and good. Was then THAT WHICH IS GOOD made DEATH unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might APPEAR sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin, by the commandment, might become EXCEEDING SINFUL."

Now there is the object of giving the law: That SIN might become EXCEEDING SINFUL!

So we learn in verses 12 and 13, why was something GOOD (that is, the Law) permitted this strange perversion to HURT us? Law was brought in AFTER SIN, that the whole world might SEE WHAT AN AWFUL THING SIN IS! That's it. That was the total purpose of the Law‑ not to SAVE us, but to SHOW US what a terrible thing sin is.

Now in verse 14 we begin a new division of this great chapter. How the Law is broken and sin works its havoc, is detailed for us here. "For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am carnal, sold under sin." There is some good, then, in human nature, some genuine desire to do right, and everyone admires goodness. But this is OVERCOME by the power of temptation, action through bodily appetites and passions.

We read that the Law is spiritual in its origin and character. "But,” Paul says, "I am carnal." Sarkinos. That means, the MATERIALS of which human nature is composed: we are made of FLESH AND BLOOD, and such, we are exposed to all the temptations that act through the body‑flesh.

Now. Verses 15 and 16. Here is a terrible conflict: "For that which I DO, I ALLOW NOT." (I don't WANT to do.) "For what I WOULD, that do I NOT. What I hate, THAT I DO. If then I DO that which I would not, I consent unto the Law that it is good. Now then it is no more I that do it, but SIN that dwelleth in me." Now Paul is not exonerating himself. He is not saying that he is blameless, because we don't have to YIELD to sin. But he is simply showing the terribleness of sin as he yielded to it.

Paul says, "That which I do, that which I carry into effect, put into execution and action, I KNOW NOT." (Not, "I allow not," but "I KNOW not.") Paul says, "I don't even know what I am doing in doing wrong, like a

man that acts blindly, not a fully conscious agent."

Many a drunkard doesn't see that he is doing anything wrong; his viewpoint is completely different. I saw a man SAVED from drunkenness the other day, and when he was saved, his whole viewpoint was completely changed. He sees things differently now, as though he is living in a different world. While he was unsaved, he didn't see anything wrong in what he was doing. That's why sinners can sleep well, and carry on their normal lives, and not be afraid. They don't see they are doing wrong. They don't know what they are doing. They are blind. They are in a cloud.

Paul says, "Not what I wish, I PRACTICE the things I do not WISH to do. And the things I WISH NOT to do, I am DOING." That is a terrible state to be in.

Verse 17. "Now then, it is no more I that do them, but SIN that dwelleth in me." Literally, "Sin making its home inside of me!" He oikousa (from the word oikos, "house"). Sin MAKING ITS HOME in me, sin dwelling IN me, making its home INSIDE of me. That is the part of man in which sin dwells; not his "higher self,” but his "lower self.” (The higher self is the home of

the Indwelling Spirit, in Romans 8. The lower self is the home of Indwelling Sin in Romans 7.)

So we have here two things, Indwelling Sin and the Indwelling Spirit in every believer! That is why there

is a CONFLICT. Romans 7, Indwelling Sin; Romans 8, the Spirit of God Indwelling.

So Paul sums up in verse 21, and says, "I find then a law, that when I would do good, EVIL IS PRESENT with me." I find then this LAW, ton nomon, this RULE, (verse 22) that when I would do GOOD, EVIL is present with me. Paul is a believer, of course. But EVIL is present when he wants to do good.

Verse 22, "I delight in the law of God after the inward man." That shows that this is a saved man, for an unsaved man does not delight in the law of God. This is a DEFEATED CHRISTIAN who hasn't yet learned the lesson of Victory by the Holy Spirit, indwelling him! "I delight in the law of God. I gladly approve of what the Lord God approves. I agree with Him, AFTER THE INWARD MAN."

Now that "inward man" is eso anthropon. "Two men" are found in the believer: the OUTER man, or BODY;

and the INNER man, or CONSCIENCE AND REASON. And the INNER man delights in the law of God. And yet there is a conflict there, and to many persons it brings defeat. When they want to live the victorious life, they find sin OVERPOWERING them. But God tells us there is VICTORY FOR THE BELIEVER, and we are going to see that soon.

Well, this isn't the end of the study, but our time is up.

Friend, if you will go alone and kneel before the Lord and YIELD TO CHRIST and the Spirit of God, He will give you victory over sin and give you the happiest life in the world: the life of LIVING FOR GOD. If you haven't surrendered to Him yet, go alone and pray, "God, be merciful to me a sinner! I do accept Jesus as my Saviour right now." He will come into your HEART and SAVE you. You will be glad eternally that you surrendered to Him. Will you do it?  God bless you.
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