DEATH---THE OLD PREACHER
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Psalm 37:37

Now friends, I want to speak to you on Death. In Psalm 37:37 we read a wonderful verse. Maybe you will want to memorize it.

“Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace.” Mark the perfect man; the end of that man is PEACE. In this passage we have the contrast between the wicked, and those who are the people of God. God always says in His Word (what we find in fact) that the end of the perfect man, the man who walks with God in wholeheartedness, the man who lives an upright life for the Lord, is peace.

Now I am speaking today about Death. Death is round about us. Death is The Old Preacher. There is much preaching you can get away from. You don't have to listen to a Gospel radio program. You don't have to listen to any preacher of God's Word. You can pass by every church in your city. You don't have to listen to a street‑preacher. You can turn away from the Word of God wherever it may be preached. Church may mean nothing at all to you. The word “preaching” is to the masses a disgusting word today. But I want to remind you that THERE IS ONE PREACHER YOU HAVE GOT TO LISTEN TO. That Old Preacher is Death.

I realized it strongly the other day, when a lady, a member of my former church, came to the radio station to tell me that her son had died overseas in the service of our country, and that she would like for me to hold the memorial service the following Sunday afternoon. So Sunday afternoon a few friends met together for that service. I want to tell you now what I said in that sanctuary of God that day, with the doors shut, the world crowded out, as we were alone with The Old Preacher, DEATH. His text is always “Prepare to meet thy God!”

“Prepare to meet thy God.” Every time Death takes away a loved one, he preaches to us. Sometimes we come down with a dreadful disease; sickness takes hold of us, and one more time we stare death in the face. The Old Preacher is preaching! And then sometimes we go along, happily, laughingly, and suddenly we see a hearse coming down the street. In that hearse is the body of a mortal, such as we are. Another human being has DIED. Every turn of the wheel preaches a sermon. Yes, you and I cannot avoid it. We might avoid the preaching of men, but we cannot help but hear what The Old Preacher has to say. He preaches every day, up and down the land, every hour around the clock. He reminds us that we are living in the midst of death. We cannot avoid that fact.

The other day I went to a hospital, to visit a friend, an outstanding citizen of this city. I asked the nurse, “May I see Mr. So‑and‑so?” and she said, “Surely. I am his nurse. Follow me.” We went down the corridor to his room, and there he was, painfully ill, very low, a very sick man. Not long before, I had seen him, active, apparently healthy. But there he lay, seriously ill.

I went upstairs to see another man, who had had a brain operation. He knew me one moment, and the next moment he didn't know me. His mind would come and go. I went out to the hall and talked with his weeping wife. She told me, “We didn't suspect anything wrong. He seemed to be all right up until two or three weeks ago. Suddenly this thing struck him. I saw him staring off into space, not interested in anything. I knew something unusual had happened. We arranged for him to come to the hospital, and he had this serious brain operation. And now,” she said, “the doctors say he cannot live more than two months.” She was weeping. “Preacher, we have been together forty‑six years. I don't know what I'll do. I just seem to be lost without him.” Death is never easy.

Then I went up to the next floor. I asked the nurse if I could see a certain lady and I asked how she was getting along. She said, “She is seriously ill, Preacher. And I understand she can't live.”

DEATH. Death to the right of us. Death to the left of us. Death everywhere you turn. Death--‑sometimes it comes suddenly; sometimes it comes through prolonged agony. But ALL OF US are dying people. YOU TODAY are a dying person. You have so many heartbeats and then you, too, are gone. Just a few years on this earth, then Eternity. WE ARE DYING. DEATH IS UNIVERSAL. DEATH IS INEVITABLE. That is why God says in His Word, “Prepare to meet thy God.” That is why the chief business of life is PREPARATION TO MEET GOD.

Death Universal

Death is universal. It strikes the Chinaman, the Indian, the Red man, the African, the White man. It strikes all races, all classes, every created being.

Death Inevitable

Death is inevitable. You and I are going to meet death some day, if Jesus tarries. There have been only two in the human race who have escaped death. Enoch, you remember, was translated. Elijah also was caught up without dying. They are the only two in all the human race who escaped death. Death is decreed. It is appointed unto men once to die, and after death, judgment. Therefore, WE SHOULD THINK ABOUT THIS SERIOUS MATTER.

There are two ways that you can meet death. You can meet death DEPENDENT upon God, or INDEPENDENT of God. You can ignore God, live your life without God, and die without God, go into eternity without God. You can go along and not think of your soul, not think of the Bible, not think of your death‑bed. Or, you can walk with God in this life, trusting your soul and body to Him in death, trusting Him in the matter of that great, vast, unknown eternity that lies ahead, dependent upon Him!

Dependent On God

Now the man who dies DEPENDENT upon God has the best of it. The Scriptures bear witness to that fact.

Ps. 49:15. “God will REDEEM my soul from the power of the grave. He shall receive me.”

“Thou shall guide me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me into glory.” (Ps. 73:24).

Another wonderful verse, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His Saints.” (Ps. 106:15).

Proverbs 14:32, “The righteous have hope in death.”

Luke 2:29, “Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace.”

There is no cloud, no tempest, and no worry, for the soul that is READY to meet the Lord. Paul says in Philippians 1:20, “Christ shall be magnified in my body; whether by life or by death, for to me to live is Christ, and TO DIE IS GAIN.”

Hebrews 11:13, “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, they were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”

Yes, the child of God has the better of it! The man, who lives in dependence on God and dies in dependence on God, has the better of it.

Not Dependent On God

But the man who ignores God, and meets death independently, what is his hope? Job 27:8, “What is the hope of the hypocrite, though he hath gained, when God takest away his soul? For God shall cast upon him and not spare.”

Job 36: 12, “If they obey not, they shall perish by the sword.”

Psalm 37:1, “Fret not thyself because of evil doers. Neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. They shall soon be cut down like the grass and wither as the green herb.”

David said he was worried about seeing the prosperity of wicked men who forget God, till, he said, he went into the sanctuary of God. Then, he said, he understood THEIR END. They are set in slippery places. God will cast them down to destruction.

Psalm 92:7, “When the wicked spring as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourish, it is that they shall be destroyed forever.”

Proverbs 10:25, “As the whirlwind passeth, so is the wicked no more.”

Proverbs 11:7, “When a wicked man dieth, his expectation shall perish, and the hope of the unjust man perisheth.”

Luke 12:20, “God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee.”

You can die independent of God. You can die dependent on God.

Death of Loved Ones

Then, friends, there are two ways to meet the DEATH OF LOVED ONES. By rebellion and unbelief, or by faith in God and perfect submission.

One day a lady came to my study and told me her husband had died. She had prayed that God would not take her husband. She felt now that God had done her an injustice. That precious lady did not know that she should have prayed, “Not my will, but Thine be done.” Jesus taught us to pray for God's will to be done on earth as it is in heaven. When God takes a loved one, we ought to submit to His will and trust completely in His wisdom and take of His grace.

So we can meet the death of loved ones in rebellion and unbelief and be miserable the remainder of our days, or, we can meet the death of loved ones with faith in God!

So in the memorial service, to that precious mother whose son died in Korea, and to the girl to whom he was to be married shortly, I could say, “The Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh away. Blessed be the Name of the Lord.” I couldn't take away the heartache, but I could tell them that the Lord was there when the boy died. God says that when a little sparrow falls to the earth, He is there; are ye not much better than many sparrows. I could tell them that God is a God of LOVE. I do not understand all that He does. But it is in LOVE that God has decreed the death of our loved ones.

I could tell them that that boy is NOT DEAD; he is ALIVE! His body is buried over there, but God took his soul to Heaven.

And, finally, I could tell them that One Happy Day the Lord will bring them together again!

Friend, death is inevitable. If you are not a Christian, if you do not have a personal fellowship with Him, will you this moment bow your head and ask Him to cleanse you of sin, and be your Saviour and Lord and prepare your soul for the time when death comes---whether it be to loved ones, or to your own self. It is God's will that you be ready.
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