DEAD OR ALIVE TO GOD

Jesse M. Hendley

Ephesians 2:1-7

If you have your Bibles, turn with me to Ephesians, chapter 2. I want to share with you an outline that I think will be helpful to you. It's such a rich blessing to me. It relates to real salvation. As far as I am concerned, this is the heart of the entire Bible, particularly in the New Testament and specifically in Paul's writings concerning God's great plan of salvation for us.

I want to entitle my thoughts, "Dead or Alive to God." In this great letter to the Ephesians, which many of our greatest minds believe is the very top of the revelation that God gave to the Apostle Paul, He presents to us an outline of what it really means to be saved. As an evangelist of 62 years, I am seeing today what it means to be saved.

I knew a lady who had been a mem​ber of a church for 30 years. She said, "Every time the preacher walks out on the platform I wonder if I'm saved or not." The trouble is, she doesn't know the Gospel, or if she knows it she doesn't believe it. I'm not depending on my preacher, myself, or anybody else for assur​ance of salvation. I'm depending on what is in the Word of God and that's settled.

Now the outline---In Ephesians 2: 1-3, He tells us what we were, how we came into this world, and that we were born dead. Every little baby is alive physically, but dead to God. He must be born again. He has had a first birth, but he must have a second. Everybody needs a second birth. God sees a lot of living bodies with dead souls, people who are dead to God, heaven, and eternal life.

I. WHAT GOD IS

In verse 4 He presents this to us. He is rich in mercy and great in love. 

II. WHAT GOD DID

In verses 5 and 6, when we were saved "He quickened us (made us alive) raised us and sat us together in heavenly places in Christ."

III. IT IS FOREVER

In verse 7 He shows that God's salvation is for eternity. "In the ages to come He'll show us."

IV. IT IS GUARANTEED BY GRACE 

Eternal salvation is guaranteed to us if we believe because God is the One Who saves us. We are saved by grace alone. This divides people religiously, because most people think they are saved by their works. If we were saved by our works we could lose it and have no guarantee of eternal salvation. If salvation is God's work, then we won't lose it because He's the One Who takes care of it. So, we're saved by the grace of God which means He does it all. All salvation from the beginning to end is by the Lord. All we do is believe it. We have nothing to do with it.

V. GOD'S PLAN FOR US NOW 

Finally, in verse 10, He presents God's plan for us now. His plan is that we might do good works, live the good life, which He laid out for us before the foundation of the world. 

"Born Dead to God"

Now let's go back for a moment. We're born dead to God, salvation, heaven, and eternal life. No child born into this world is born with that knowledge. We have to acquire it. We have to believe it from the revelation of God.

As I was meditating on this, I recalled one of the earliest memories of my life. It is a memory of a little boy brother born into our family. He was born dead. I remember the shock to me as a boy. His body sleeps out in the cemetery in East Lake today. He had no life in this world. He was born dead to this present world. He did not laugh, coo, cry, or carry on any of the functions of life down here.

Remember, we were all born dead to God. The majority of people live and die dead to God. Most people don't know God, they just know about Him. People have religion but when it comes to God, they just know about Him. Salvation is all that matters. Religion has nothing to do with God. Church has nothing to do with this knowledge of God. There are people who never go to church who come into a knowledge of God. Religious activity has nothing to do with it. Salvation is the life of God and we're born dead to this life. We are born lost to God and heaven.

Now notice the 5 things He said in Ephesians 2:1-3. Here is how God sees a lost soul. "You were dead in trespasses and sins. (He wrote that to saved people who really know God, telling them what they were by natural birth before they came to know God.) Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of dis​obedience: Among whom also we all had our conversation (manner of life) in times past in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and the mind; and were 'by nature the children of wrath, even as others." That is a fivefold picture of every per​son born into this world. Here is the reason a person is lost. He is born lost and if he dies lost will be lost forever. We are born (1) dead in tres​passes and sins; (2) walking accord​ing to this world, not the other world; (3) living for the devil and not for Christ; (4) living in the lusts of the flesh instead of living a holy life for God; and (5) by nature a child upon whom God's wrath must be, because his life is the opposite of what God is. He cannot go to heaven in this condition.

A person who lives like that can't go to heaven. If God were to take any​body to heaven as they are, without the new birth, they would bring sin into heaven. Up in heaven none of this exists. If a person is not born again and dies physically, his dead soul will subsist eternally in hell, without God, and without hope. He cannot go to heaven until he is born again. That's why Jesus Christ says in the Gospel of John that it is necessary that a person be born again, and have the life of God before he can go to heaven. The impor​tant question is not "Do I believe?" A lot of people believe. There are many kinds of beliefs. There are 800 million people in a certain religion. They all believe in God but they do not believe in Christ and without Christ they are lost and they can't go to heaven. They are born dead and haven't been born the second time. They are "dead in trespasses and sins." Everyone, every human being!

BUT GOD

Now to be dead to God, salvation, heaven, and eternal life is an awe​some picture. "But God" stepped on the scene. We were "dead in tres​passes and sins,... But God." We "walked according to the course of this world,...But God." We were obeying the devil, "the prince of the power of the air, ... But God." We were "by nature the children of wrath, " meaning the kind of children God cannot accept. Human nature, being sinful, God cannot receive. He hates it. There are people living in lust. There are people living without the benefit of marriage, committing adultery and fornication while they are living a life of the flesh. That's not going on in heaven. They must be changed by a second birth before they can go there.

I was thinking the other day about this abortion idea that's going on. Have you ever stopped to think that all the noise made about abortion today is being made by women about women? I'm not rebuking that. I'm simply saying, "Did you notice there is nothing said about the man?" A man can go out and commit adultery with a girl, and if a baby is born, he can walk off and go and live his own life and leave the responsibility of that baby that he has helped gen​erate to somebody else. But God is going to hold him responsible for that baby and for his soul. Ephesians 6:4 says, "Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." A man can say, "I don't have to do it. Everybody is getting by with it." No, they are not. They have to face God. We all have to die and meet God and be judged according to His Word. You may say, "Everybody is doing it" but God said, "I wrote this Book and I hold you responsible to do what I said to do." The man who fathers a child, God holds respons​ible for that child.

"How God Feels About Lost People"

Now what kind of being is God? Ephesians 2:4, "But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where​with he loved us. "Now here's where the answer comes. None of us deser​ves heaven or can work for heaven. God does it all. We are dead. "But God" stepped on the scene and came into my darkness. He came into my death and gave me Christ and His life. These 62 years that I have walked with the Lord have been because of that which He did for me.

62 years ago, on that front porch, (my mother had died, my heart was plowed up with sorrow and I realized what death was as I was separated from my mother) I received Christ and God came in and gave me His life that day. "But God"---I've walked with Him for 62 years and He is closer to me today than ever.

"But God" comes to everybody and He is "rich in mercy and great in love." He pities us sinners. He sees the suffering. Because He loves us He pities us. Because He has pity for us He is moved to do something about it. He is gracious to us!

There are three things about God that are found in this Epistle: God's love, God's pity, and God's grace. Because God loves us, He stepped in and did something about it. He didn't have to do it. He came to me, I didn't come to Him. Nobody comes to God, God comes to us.

"God's Great Love"

"But God,...for (because of) his great love." This is the greatest study the human mind can ever make. You can say, "I'm not interested in that, I'm interested in the ball game or this, that, or the other." Listen, the day is coming when nothing will matter except God. You and I are going to look into God's face and we're going to have to give an account of what we did about His love. God comes to us in love.

I have a son and I wouldn't give him up for anybody. I'm not God. I can't give my son's life for anybody, but God did. "His great love" How great is God's love? His love is so great that He gave His Son to die for our sins. If you don't go to the cross and see and believe that on that cross God was saying, "I love you, utterly. I gave you the dearest thing I have (my Son's life) to save you from your sins" you'll never be saved.

There are some people who say, "I'm saved. I walked down the aisle." That doesn't save you. Other people say, "I'm saved. I got baptized." That doesn't save you either. Still others say, "I read the Bible, or I pray." Those things don't save you. You must believe the love of God at the cross when He killed His Son for you. I saw a tremendous picture of Abraham in Leningrad in the Her​mitage Palace. A great artist painted a beautiful picture of Abraham offer​ing Isaac. He has one hand over the eyes of his son so he won't see the knife. He has his other hand raised. An angel stops that hand and the knife is cluttering to the ground.

When God said, "Abraham, I want you to offer your only son, Abraham had such tremendous faith. What if God asked you to give your child in sacrifice to Him today, would you do it? Would you give your son or your daughter? Would you give the dearest one you have in sacrifice? Abraham did. He would have plunged that knife into the heart of his son, but the angel stopped him. God stopped him and said, "I see now that you love me totally and completely. You haven't withheld the dearest thing you have from me." Brother, when you're saved, you'll give the dearest thing you have to Christ. You'll give Him your best, your all.

I've often thought, when Abraham raised the knife to slay his son, God stopped him, but when God raised the knife to kill His Son to save me from my sins and you from your sins no one stopped Him. Does that mean anything to you? As I relate to this, is your heart moved in inexpressible appreciation and affection for God for doing this for you? So, won't you give your life to Him totally? Don't let some person or thing come between you and God.

God's love produces mercy. Mercy is pity, God pities sinners. He sees us stumbling. He sees one man committing adultery having a good time for 30 minutes. Then He sees down the road the agony that is going to come out of it. He sees a baby being born. He sees the hell that baby is going to go through. He sees a divorce. A man and woman say, "We love each other and vow we'll be together till death parts us." Then they separate and the children are wounded with wounds that never will heal. You can't heal the wounds of a divorce. I see it going on and I see the suffering people do to each other. God pities us as He sees us wounded, broken because of sin.

God pities a man when he sins and thinks, "I can get by with it." You don't get by with sin. Sin carries con​sequences. You can go out and beget a child, but you'll have to live with the consequences. God is going to hold you responsible for that child's soul. God holds me responsible for David and Helen, my son and daughter. I have the first respon​sibility. I shall meet God and give account to God for the way I've raised my son and daughter. These men who beget children, and then walk off and let someone else take care of them, are going to meet God with that responsibility. God pities us in the middle of the mess.

And then there is grace. We'll come to the word grace in a moment. God has love, pity and grace. The pity and grace come out of the love, "his great love wherewith He loved us." Here is a world that could have gone to hell. When Eve sinned God could have said, "Just go on to hell," but instead of that, He provided redemption for every human being. Redemption is God finding a way out for us sinners. God loves you, how much? He loves you enough to kill His Son for you. Brother, the man or woman who walks off from that love commits spiritual suicide. They'll never see God's heaven.

"Made Alive"

So, we were dead in sin, living for this world, living for the devil, living for the flesh. But then God stepped in and did something for every human being. What did He do? We read in Ephesians 2:5-6, "Even when we were dead in sins, (God) hath quic​kened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved) and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus." When you are conver​ted by believing on Jesus as your Saviour, these three things happen in God's mind.

First of all He makes you alive. The word quickened means to make alive. God came to me in my death, 62 years ago, on that front porch and gave me His life. The minute I be​lieved on Christ, Christ came into my heart and brought the life of God (this uncreated life of God that had no beginning, will have no end, and cannot go to hell). There is no way that I can go to hell with God's life within me, because God can't go to hell. That's why a person has to be born again and receive the life of God.

A person can join churches, sit in pews and hear sermons all his life, but if he doesn't receive this life of God by really receiving Jesus, and making Him Saviour and Lord of his life, he will never have God's life. He will be religious and lost. A person will go to hell from church pews and from baptismal places if he is not born again. God makes us alive.

When you know that you love Him and He's number 1, people will see this. There's a statement in I John 4:16 that says, "We have known and believed the love that God hath to us." It's one thing to know it, but do you believe it? It's possible for a man to hear that God loves you and never really believe it in your heart, receive it, and enjoy that love of God. But God in His great love did what? He made us alive. And then He raised us up together and made us to sit to​gether, we're already enthroned in heaven. Every one of these words have a "together" to them. Alive together, raised together, sitting together in a place called heaven now. Right now. It's what God does the minute we believe. We are re​generated and we are raised spiritually. This is spiritual resurrection. We're born dead spiritually. We read that in verses 1-3.

So God does something about it and raised us from the dead spirit​ually and we're made to live spiritually. He raises us up from the dead and we are already in heaven in the mind of God.

Every once in a while you'll hear someone in prayer meeting say, "Lord let us sit in heavenly places tonight," meaning, let-us have a good time and feel good spiritually. It has nothing to do with this text. This is something God does the minute you believe. You're made alive spiritually, taken out of spiritual death and you are now enthroned with Christ at the right hand of God in heaven. That's where God sees you when you really believe and receive His life. I'm not in heaven yet but I'm as good as there as though I'd been there 10 million years, because God says I'm already seated in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus. When you believe that, you'll never feel that you're an orphan; you'll never feel that you're a pauper. You'll say, "I'm rich. I'm seated at the right hand of God in God's mind," because whatever God begins He carries through to the end. If He has already raised me spiritually at His right hand, He will bring that to be fulfilled actually in my experience. I just have to go through life on to that wonderful, wonderful, thing He has for me in glory.

"Salvation Is Forever"

Now the next thing we have here is, this salvation of God is forever. In verse 7 "That in the ages to come he might shew (us) the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus." The ages to come, how long are we going to be saved? A week, a month, a year, 10 years, 1,000 years, a billion years? Is there anything any time that can cut off this great salvation? Never! Through the ages to come God is going to show me how rich He can be to me because I have received His Son into my heart as my Saviour and Lord. That's a transformation that God gives that we call regeneration, when you believe on Christ and are really saved. What is God going to do through the ages? Let me call atten​tion to this, "That in the ages to come he might shew" now the word shew, in Greek is a word that means, "to show Himself'. People don't know God. The one great study of the human mind is, "What is God like, the God I'm going to meet when my heart stops beating, the God Who sustained me all these years? What is He really like?" We're going to learn about Him throughout eternity. He's going to be showing us Himself as a kind God Who saves those of us who believe on His Son. He's immense, He's so glorious, He's so wonderful that He's going to be revealing Himself to us all throughout eternity in being kind to us who have believed His Word and believed in His Son and want to go to live with Him forever. So this salvation friends, is not 10, 20, 30, 40, 50 or 100 years. It is forever.

"A Guarantee"

He guarantees this to us by grace; it seems beyond anything we could ever believe. This is His work not ours. In verses 8 and 9 He guarantees this to us, "this salvation is my gift unto you." I was thinking about Christmas season we give gifts to each other. Here's God giving to me His salvation, Himself and all He has forever, as a gift, and so we have in verses 8 and 9, "For by grace have ye been saved through faith." That's a sentence very few people ever really lay hold of. "By grace are ye saved through faith." What is grace? Grace is God doing it all, grace is God's kindness to us who deserve punishment and hell. In​stead of punishing me, He punished Jesus. Instead of giving me hell, He gave hell to Jesus. Instead of me bearing my sins, Jesus bore them for me. So you are saved by grace. So stop trying to be worthy of salvation. You never will be. I'm not worthy of it. If I'd die this moment I'd go to heaven, if I would have died 62 years ago on that porch I'd have gone to heaven. These years of labor, sweat​ing, studying, praying, preaching, traveling, have nothing to do with my salvation, because my salvation is by grace. Grace is God blessing me in spite of my unworthiness. When you get down through the years you'll see your unworthiness and sins more than you ever have, and that's where the grace of God comes in to relieve your heart. Stop trying to be worthy of salvation. When you get a Christ​mas gift, you don't have to pay for that gift. You receive it and enjoy it and thank the giver. What is the one requirement God requires for salva​tion? Faith, what is faith? Faith is confidence in what God says. Faith in the character of God. That His Word is true and enough.

See the error of that precious little woman who had been a member of a church for 30 years, heard preacher after preacher, some of the greatest preachers in the world, and yet every time the pastor walks out on the plat​form she wondered if she had been saved or not. She doesn't know that salvation is by God's grace through her faith. All God requires of her is faith, not what a preacher or an evangelist says. I'm not against pre​achers or evangelists, I'm a preacher and an evangelist but she must trust the Word of God. I don't need an evangelist or preacher to tell me I'm saved. I don't need an angel to tell me I'm saved. God in the Bible says that I am saved by trusting Jesus and that's all I need and all I want. Grace is God blessing me in spite of my unworthiness. I always will be un​worthy but that doesn't keep Him from saving me. My part is just believing that He loves me enough to have done this already for me. There's nothing left to be done. Christ did it on the cross 1900 years ago when He said, "It is finished." Everything was done that needed to be done. Now this guarantees my salvation forever, God says, "I will do it all." If my salvation was dependent on me I couldn't say, "I know I'm saved forever." I'd be afraid Jess Hendley would flunk out down the road somewhere. But when God says, "Jess I'm doing it for you. Your salvation is in my hands" I know it's in good hands. Nobody can keep Him from doing what He starts out to do.

Paul has it in Philippians 2:13, "For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure." Then Philippians 1:6, "Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." He's going to keep it up.

"God's Plan For Us Now" 

Now we come next to verse 10, we have God's plan now, in verse 7 we had God's plan for our future, "That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. " But what does He want us to do now, in this present world? I want to wrap it up with this. "For we are his workmanship, (the Greek word is poiema) it means literally, a thing made, a product, we are God's production, God's prod​uct, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

What does God expect of us when we really see His love to us? He expects us to believe that He gave His Son to die for us when we were dead in trespasses and sins, un​worthy sinners, the very opposite of what He is, and He comes to us in love and gives His Son to die for us and saves us by grace on the condi​tion we simply believe that He loves us that much. How are we to respond to that? We are created in Christ Jesus FOR GOOD WORKS; we are created to work for Him. That's what we're doing here. That work doesn't have anything to do with our salva​tion. It has much to do with our pleasing Him and the joy and re​wards we'll receive when we meet Him. Don't forget, dear Christian friends, that you and I are going to stand in the presence of the Lord at the judgment seat of Christ to give account of the deeds done in the body according to that which we've done whether good or bad. We're going to give account of our lives to the Lord. Even though we're saved and in heaven, wouldn't it be a shameful thing to have failed to work for Him?

The Lord saved the dying thief when he turned to Jesus and said, "Lord remember me when thou com​est into thy kingdom "and Jesus said, "Today shalt thou be with me in paradise." Well you say, "He got all heaven" he sure did, but you wait till he stands at the judgment seat of Christ and he has a totally wasted life, nothing for Jesus. Nothing for Christ Who died for him, nothing for this God that loves him. God just saved him by grace. The thief never did anything for Him.

What are we doing for Him? What am I doing for Him? What are you doing for Him? Do you love Christ enough to give your life for Him? Are you letting anybody or anything come between you and doing the path of good works that He planned for you? Do you know when you're saved that God has a plan for your life? He doesn't give you any road map except here in the Bible. This is the road map and as you live the Word of God and pray and study your Bible and seek to please Him every day, He will guide you in the path of good works He ordained for you. 

When I heard of the trip to Russia I had several meetings scheduled for this time. I had to clear those meetings before I could go. I wanted to go but that's not enough. I had to seek the Lord. As I prayed about 2 a.m. in the morning I got the green light and the next day my secretary called these different preachers and they cleared out the meetings so I could go to Russia. They rescheduled the meetings. I knew it was God's will for me to go. I found the path of good works and I went to Russia with utter confidence that that was what God wanted me to do. This trip to Russia was in the plan of God. I want to please God. I want to do something for Him Who has done so much for me. And the only way to please Him is to find and live the daily life He planned before the foundation of the world. The amazing thing is He lets me do it. Have you ever been born again?

"Chemist Saved"

I was in Knoxville, Tennessee in a meeting, when I got through preach​ing and I was waiting to close. A number had gone back to the prayer room. A man came out and the tears were literally dropping off his cheeks. He embraced me in gratitude, "Thank you for coming and preach​ing to me today." His wife came up and she was weeping for joy. They were so happy. He's a chemist, but was an agnostic and God destroyed his agnosticism that morning and he saw the truth of the Gospel, the truth about Jesus. He saw himself as lost. His wife had her head in her hands during the invitation praying and when she lifted her eyes after awhile she realized he wasn't in the seat beside her. She said to the pre​acher's wife, sitting beside her, "Where's my husband?" The pre​acher's wife said, "He's back in the prayer room" and when he came out she met him up there on the plat​form, both of them in tears of joy for this great salvation Christ gave him. That night he was baptized. He didn't want to wait another day. He was at every service through Wednesday night. He sat there in the pew listen​ing to me preach the Gospel. He gave his life to the Christ Who gave His life for Him. Have you ever done it? One night a man came up with his wife. He said, "I've got to have this Jesus you preached about tonight."

We sing the song, "Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,/Sweetest Name I Know,/ Fills my every longing,/Keeps me singing as I go." What am I going to do with this Christ Who did all for me? What am I giving to Jesus Who gave His life for me? Make Him number 1, blot out everybody and everything else if they get in the way of Christ. He'll give you loved ones and friends on the way but He'll be number 1 and seek to please Him. Dear friends, get religion out of your mind as far as salvation is concerned. It will get in your way. I'm not saying stop being religious, I'm saying don't ever trust it for salvation. It is Christ, a person, the Lord Jesus Christ Who died for you and you're to receive Him and He'll come into your heart and bring the Life of God and live in you. Then it's up to you every day whether you'll let Him live His life through you or whether you'll block Him out and try to live your own life and do the things that please you instead of giving your mind, your ears, your tongue, your hands, and feet to the Lord Jesus Who gave His all for you that He may live His life all over again in and through you.

The Apostle Paul put it in these words; "That Christ might be mani​fest in my mortal body." What is a Christian? A Christian is a person who has been born again, has Christ in his heart and yields to Christ so Christ can live all over again, walk down the streets and market place in the home, at school, anywhere, everywhere, manifesting Himself to others. That's what it means to be a Christian. Are you a Christian? Are you still dead in trespasses and sins? Or have you been made alive in Christ? If not think this over very car​efully friend, I beg you. And remem​ber this, salvation is not doing anything, it's a gift from God that He gives you when you put your trust really in Jesus Christ and really receive Him and make Him Saviour and Lord of your life. Amen? Amen!
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