DAVID AND HIS GOD

Jesse M. Hendley

I Chronicles 29:10-19

Will you turn with me now to First Chronicles, the last chapter---chapter 29?

We have in verses 10 through 19 David's thanksgiving and prayer before God.

David is an old man now, and Solomon is to take over the kingdom, and David makes a prayer unto the Lord his God, and what a revealing prayer it is! David and his God! This spiritual man, and his God!

In this passage we have three principal divisions. First, the GREATNESS of David's God, verses 10 through 13. Second, the SMALLNESS of David in his own eyes, verse 14. Third, the PRAYER of a spiritual father for his son, verse 19.

The Greatness of David's God

You can always judge a man's spirituality by the greatness of his god. All over the world there are two theologies: One says, "Big Man, Little God." The other says, "Big God" (I say it reverently), and Little Man." I take the Bible viewpoint, which is "Big God and Little Man" just as David and the spiritual men of the Bible did. David's God was a GREAT GOD to him! Notice verse 10: "Wherefore David blessed the Lord before all the congregation and David said, Blessed be Thou, Lord God of Israel our father, for ever and ever."

I pause a moment to call your attention to the truth that God is seldom called the "Father" of His people in the Old Testament. "Our Father, which art in heaven" is primarily a New Testament prayer, and all through the Gospel of John, Jesus teaches His people that God is their Father. But here, as David addresses his God, we have one of the rare occasions when God is called the "Father" of His people in the Old Testament.

It is a wonderful thing to have a Heavenly Father, One Who is Almighty and cares for us as a father cares for his children. David's God was a God who was a Father to him. I thank God that David's God is MY God, that I can lift my voice, through the New Birth. Through being born again and converted, and say, "My Father.” So David in this passage addresses God as the Father of Israel.

"Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is Thine; Thine is the kingdom, O LORD, and Thou are exalted as head above all."

What an amazing statement! Notice the words used of God. HIS is the GREATNESS. Oh, sometimes when celebrities are introduced, with flowery words, I want to say, "Friends, there is none great but God. Men are just MEN, that's all. To GOD be any glory, power and dominion! GOD is the One to be magnified! GOD is the GREAT ONE." I tell you, there is too much "blowing" and "glowing" about MEN. GOD'S is the GREATNESS. GOD'S is the POWER.

David said, "Thine is the GLORY." We have no right to glory in ourselves or to glory in men. We have no right to boast in ourselves. Everything we have is given us from HIM,

"Thine is the VICTORY." Every spiritual victory that is gained is given to us of GOD.

"And the MAJESTY." All the royalty belongs to God!

"All that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine." All the men, all the cattle, all the possessions, all the lands, EVERYTHING, is GOD'S. What would man have without God? Who gives anyone power to get wealth, but God? Without Him we couldn't think. Without Him, we couldn't breathe. Without Him, we couldn't move. No man is a "self‑made" man! Let any man who thumps his chest and says, "Look at me, look at what I've done, I am a self‑made man" remember that the very breath in his nostrils is from GOD! If God took his breath away, he'd die. Everything we have, God gives to us. He is exalted above all.

"Both riches and honor come of Thee." Where does the rich man get his wealth? God gives it to him. Where does a man of outstanding honor get his honor? God gives it to him.

I remember reading an article about how General MacArthur at one time seemed to have more chance of becoming the President of the United States than Ike Eisenhower. At one time, Eisenhower was just an officer under General MacArthur. But now Eisenhower is the Chief, the President of the United States, and over General MacArthur. MacArthur, who wanted the presidency, did not get it, and Eisenhower, who in the early days never even thought of being President, finally became President.

"Fate determined it," people say. Friends, "Fate" did not determine it! GOD DETERMINED IT. God's Word says He lifteth up one and putteth down another. God's Word says He puts over the kingdoms their rulers. That is the reason why we are not to speak evil of the ruler of our people. Often we hear criticisms of certain men in power, but I cannot help but make the observation that if people PRAYED more for their leaders, we would have better leaders.

And that goes for preachers, too. If people prayed more for their preachers, instead of criticizing them, we would have far stronger preachers.

God says to speak not evil of the ruler of the people. One time when the Apostle Paul was being persecuted, he spoke out against a high priest. Immediately a man slapped his face and said, "Do you speak against the high priest so?" Then Paul humbled himself and apologized and said, "I knew not that he was a high priest. I am sorry, because God would have me respect him for his office of high priest." We are to respect the office of our leaders. That is something that needs to be known today, when, just because we live in a democracy, people speak all kinds of evil against the leaders of our government.

David goes on to say, "Thou reignest over all." That does not say that God is "going" to reign. God is reigning NOW. God is over everything, NOW. He hasn't adbdicated! Everything is under His control, even the devil. And the day is coming when God is going to "crack down" and straighten out the whole mess! In the meantime, God is testing us, to see what we are made of, and to develop our character. So let us remember that God is reigning over all. I am glad I have a God who is still on the Throne. Everything is going to come out all right. Everything is not going haywire. Undoubtedly war is ahead and terrible destruction will come, but over it all, GOD REIGNS.

Then David said, "And in Thine Hand is power and might, and in Thine Hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all." The man who is great has been great by the mighty hand of God. God lifted him up. Any man who is strong, in anything, in any particular field‑--strong physically, strong mentally, strong spritually‑--GOD is the One who gave him that strength.

"Now, therefore, our God, we thank Thee, and praise Thy glorious Name." Thanks and praise are to be given to God because of His GREATNESS! Oh, friends, David's God was a GREAT God. The God of the Bible is a GREAT God.

The Smallness of David in His Own Sight

Now what about man? The second point we have here is the SMALLNESS of David, in his own sight, as seen through spiritual eyes. I say "spiritual eyes,” because this is not the testimony of a man of the world. David's eyes had been opened to the Truth. He saw GOD. And when a man sees God, he himself looks little, he shrivels up. Such a man glories IN GOD!

So David says, "Who am I? THINE, O LORD, is the GREATNESS, and the POWER, and the GLORY, and the VICTORY, and the MAJESTY. ALL that is in heaven or earth is THINE. THINE is the KINGDOM, O LORD. THOU are exalted as HEAD ABOVE ALL. Riches and honor come FROM THEE. THOU REIGNEST over ALL. In THINE HAND it is to make great, and give strength." The "littleness" of David, in his own sight!

God pronounces His blessing upon the meek of the earth, the poor in spirit, those who do not think greatly of themselves. That doesn't mean we are to despise ourselves, but to think soberly. What ARE we, apart from GOD? What do we HAVE, apart from God? Our very breath is from Him.

Notice the expression, "In Thine Hand." "In Thine Hand is power and might; in Thine Hand it is to make great." You remember that Daniel, that spiritual man, said to King Belshazzar, "God, in Whose Hand thy breath is, and Whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified!" T 0 T A L FAILURE. That man, whose very breath was in God's Hand, and all of whose ways were in God's Hand‑--that little creature did not glorify the Great, Eternal GOD. Instead, in his littleness and unworthiness, he defied God. He questioned God. He belittled God. Yet today there are multitudes in that same spiritual condition.

But David gloried in God. He said, "Who am I? And what is my people, that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort?" They had a great offering to give to God, for they loved Him. When we love God, we will give Him things, things that will delight His Heart.

"For all things come of Thee, and OF THINE OWN have we given Thee." Even the gifts we give back to God, ARE HIS OWN. When we give "our" tithes and offerings to the Lord, we are not giving Him anything of "our own"; we are giving Him something that is already His own. If we use our breath to praise His Name, that very breath is from Him. The life we have, that we give back to God, is from Him. Oh, what a passage this is!

"For we are strangers before Thee."  David didn't say, "We are strangers WITH Thee." As we walk along in this life, as strangers and sojourners on this earth, we are walking BEFORE Him. His Eyes are upon us. He is our Unseen Friend. We are right before Him, moment by moment. No, we are not strangers TO Him, or WITH Him, but we are strangers BEFORE Him. He is the great God leaning over His people on earth, caring for us, protecting and guiding. We are strangers on earth, but not unto Him, for He is constantly watching over us and caring for his.

"As were all our fathers, our days on earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding." Man's little day, compared with Eternity, is just a shadow. Thank God, though no one abides here forever, we can lift our eyes to heaven and say, "Change and decay in all around I see; 0 Thou Who changest not, abide with me."

Then David says, "O Lord our God, all this store that we have prepared to build Thee an house for Thine holy Name COMETH OF THINE HAND, and is all THINE OWN." "I know also, my God, that Thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of mine heart, I have willingly offered all these things. And now have I seen with joy Thy people, which are present here, to offering willingly unto Thee."

Here we see David coming with an upright heart to offer willingly unto the Lord, for Himself and the people. I call your attention to the truth that our gifts unto the Lord are not acceptable unless our hearts are right. God delights in uprightness.

Then David prays, "O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac and of Israel, our fathers, keep this forever in the ima​gination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people and prepare their heart unto Thee." There we learn that God gives us even the spiritual worship that we give back to Him! In your holiest moments, it is God who stimulates these moments. As you even think of God, it is God who gives you the ima​gination of Him to worship Him. Even our Christian service is OF THE LORD.

David's Prayer for Solomon

Finally, friends, we have the prayer of David, as a spiritual father, for his son. Verse 19. David knows that soon he is to go into Eternity, to leave this world and meet God. He prays for his son before he goes. This is his prayer:

"And give unto Solomon my son a perfect heart, to keep Thy commandments, Thy testimonies, Thy statutes, and to do all these things, and to build the palace for Thee for which I have made provision." Oh, what a prayer, of a father for his son! "Give unto my son a perfect heart."

A perfect heart! What kind of heart is a "perfect" heart? A heart that will keep God's commandments and testimonies and statutes. A heart that will love the Word of God and seek to live it. A heart that will love God so much as to want to please HIM, and do the things He wants you to do.

David doesn't ask God to give to his son HEALTH. He doesn't ask Him to give him WEALTH. He doesn't ask Him to give him HIGH POSITION and HONOR in the sight of men and make him a SUCCESS. But he did say, "0 GOD, give my son a heart of love, for You. Give my son to LOVE YOU, WITH ALL HIS HEART, and then He WILL keep Your commandments and do what You want him to do. Then it will be well with him, here and in the world to come."

Friends, today there are fathers who never say that prayer for their sons. They never pray for their sons. They do not teach them of God. But here is a spiritual father who prays for his son, who has taught his son, who prays for God to give him a perfect heart. David realized that even though he had taught Solomon in the ways of God, it would amount to nothing unless GOD would teach him! Time and again, I have been on my knees, in a hotel room somewhere, having preached to others about Christ, others' sons and daugh​ters, and I've cried to God, "Lord, teach MY children to love Thee and serve Thee and fear Thee and know Thee. Fulfill Thy Word where Thou hast said, Great shall be the peace of Thy children; all thy children shall be taught of God." For I recognize that with all the teaching I have tried to give my children, it will not avail any​thing unless GOD teaches them, their hearts, speaking to them through the Inner Ear. So, friends, if you want your children to walk in God's way, teach them the Word of God. Drill it into their minds and hearts. Gather them around the family altar. Then, friends, it is important that you go to God and pray, "Lord, give my son, my daugh​ter, a perfect heart, to walk in Thy commandments."

God help us today to love the God of David as our God!

If God is speaking to your heart, why not bow your head just where you are and pray, "0 God, I want the God of David for my God. From this day on, I want You to be first in my life and in my family.

"Accept His Son Jesus Christ as your Blessed Lord and Saviour, for through Him we have fellowship with the Father. God bless you now.
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