DANIEL AND THE SEVENTY WEEKS

Jesse M. Hendley

Daniel Chapter 9

Everyone who studies Bible prophecy must become familiar with the book of Daniel. It is called an apocalypse, which means "unveiling." At various times in history, when evil prevailed in the world, God gave an apocalypse, a drawing aside of the curtain, to show His prophets what He was doing behind the scenes and to reveal His plan for the future.

Daniel's prophecies related to the time he lived, revealed the sequence of coming kingdoms, and forecast the events of the endtimes. An understanding of this book is essential to the correct interpretation of the book of the Revelation.

Prophecies Fulfilled

In chapter 9, Daniel prayed for the nation of Israel in her agony. Then in answer to his prayer, God gave him the vision of The Seventy Weeks. It deals totally with Israel from the days of Nehemiah to the second coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is an involved prophecy and requires much study, so all I want to do here is give an outline of it.

Daniel 9 begins with the historical setting: "In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the lineage of the Medes, who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans; in the first year of his reign, 1, Daniel, understood by the books the number of years specified by the word of the Lord through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem" (Daniel 9:1‑2).

A Man of the Scriptures

Daniel was a man who believed God's Word. He studied the Scriptures minutely. Here he referred to Jeremiah 25:11‑13. It was a prophecy in which God said, because of the sins of Israel, "I am going to send the king of Babylon to capture Israel and take them into captivity for 70 years. Then I will punish the Babylonians and send Israel back to their land."

That goes against the grain of some teachers today, for they say, "You can't understand prophecy. The book of the Revelation is an enigma." But I call your attention to the fact that Daniel was a student of prophecy. He studied it, he acted upon it, he was upset by it, and he prayed over it. If you and I are people of God, we will pray over the entire Word of God, and that includes prophecy.

Jeremiah the prophet quotes the Lord: "Because you have not heard My words [you wouldn't listen to Me], behold, 1 will send and take all the families of the north," says the Lord, "and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant." Notice, God calls Nebuchadnezzar His servant. Nebuchadnezzar didn't know God, but nonetheless he had to obey Him. God uses even unsaved people.

The prophecy goes on, "and will bring them against this land and against its inhabitants, and against these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them and make them an astonishment, a hissing, and perpetual desolations. Moreover 1 will take from them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the candle" (25:8‑10).

God said this would come because Israel had not listened to His word. Some people think America will continue to have God's blessings, yet America is committing sins as great as Israel's, and God will bring judgment if there is no repentance.

Verse 11 is God's declaration of judgment: "The whole land [Israel] shall be a desolation and an astonishment, and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. And it shall come to pass, when seventy years are completed, that 1 will punish the king of Babylon and that nation, the land of the Chaldeans, for their iniquity, and 1 will make it a perpetual desolation. 1 will bring on that land all My words which 1 have pronounced against it, all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah has prophesied concerning all the nations" (vv. l 1‑13).

If you say, "I'm not interested in Bible prophecy," you aren't following in the train of Daniel. The preacher who doesn't study prophecy and teach it cannot be the man of God he ought to be, and the Christian who does not study it cannot be the Christian he ought to be. Daniel believed and studied the Scriptures. He read the book of Jeremiah and understood that the people would be in captivity for 70 years and that the time was about up.

A Man of Prayer

The next thing Daniel did was pray. "Then I set my face toward the Lord God to make request by prayer and supplications, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes" (Daniel 9:3).

Daniel was praying earnestly. Isn't it time for people today to repent over the condition of our nation and our churches? Someone has to "weep over Jerusalem" as Jesus did. He was the "Man of Sorrows."

Paul carried a continual heartache for his loved ones who were lost (Romans 9:1‑3). He travailed in birthpangs till Christ was formed in them (Galatians 4:19). Jesus said He would show him what great things he would suffer for His name in carrying the gospel (Acts 9:15‑16). God is looking for people who are profoundly concerned, like Daniel and Paul.

Daniel 9, verse 4, says, "1 prayed to the Lord my God, and made confession, and said, `O Lord, great and dreadful God . . . "' Daniel's God was to be feared, respected, and obeyed. He is the same today. God is to be first in all our thoughts. "Knowing the terror of the Lord," said Paul, "we persuade men."

What? Aren't we to tell people how sweet and loving the Lord is? Daniel addressed Him as the great and dreadful God‑the awesome one! He is a God of love, but we must not forget the other side of God. We must get right with God before we can learn His love.

Daniel continued his prayer, ". . . who keeps His

covenant and mercy with them who love Him, and with those who keep His commandments. We have sinned and committed iniquity. We have done wicked​ly and rebelled by departing from Your precepts and Your judgments. Neither have we heeded Your ser​vants the prophets who spoke in Your name to our kings and our princes, to our fathers and all the people of the land. O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but unto us confusion of face, as it is this day‑to the men of Judah, to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and all Is​rael, those near and those far off in all the countries to which You have driven them" (vv. 4‑7).

Why do we call the Jew "the wandering Jew"? Because God drove the Jews out of the promised land and dispersed them among the nations. And America, which has been blessed as no other nation in human history, will be punished by God if we don't repent of our sins!

Verse 8 says, "O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, because we have sinned against You." Is the nation of Israel saying this to God today? Aren't they saying,

"America, come help us! Give us armaments"? Aren't they running here and there for help, trying to defend themselves, when all the while their punishment is because of their sin of rejecting Christ?

Masada: Example of God's Judgment

I visited the Masada, that high, rock fortress near the Dead Sea, where around AD 73 nearly 1,000 Jews were slaughtered. I saw the ramp the Roman soldiers built to the top to get to those few remaining Jews. The night before, when the Jews realized that the Romans were coming and hope was gone, their leaders said, "This is our last night. We are faced with a decision. Either we let them come tomorrow and we go into slavery under Rome in indescribable horror, when our women will be ravished and become slaves to the conqueror, or we take our own lives and die as free men." They voted for suicide.

The 10 leaders killed the others ‑men, women, and children. Next, they selected 1 of the 10, and he killed the other 9. Then that man committed suicide. When the Romans reached the top the next morning, there was profound quiet. Not a human being was alive, except for a couple of women and a few children who somehow had escaped and found a hiding place below. They later came out and told the story.

I stood there and wept, because I remembered that in Deuteronomy 28, God Almighty had said to His people, "If you will obey My voice, you will be blessed, your children will be blessed, your cattle will be blessed. I will give you peace. I will keep the enemy away. But if you disobey Me, cursed shall be your home, your children, your cattle, your fields. I will send the enemy against you and scatter you among the nations." And I said to myself, "This happened all because Israel chose to disobey God."

Daniel's Confession

Daniel's prayer continues in chapter 9, verse 9. "To

the Lord our God belong mercy and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against Him. We have not obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, to walk in His laws, which He set before us by His servants the prophets. Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law and has departed so as not to obey Your voice. Therefore the curse and the oath written in the law of Moses the servant of God have been poured on us, because we have sinned against Him.

"And He has confirmed His words, which He spoke against us and against our judges who judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil. For under the whole heaven, such has never been done as what has been done to Jerusalem. As it is written in the Law of Moses, all this evil has come upon us, yet we have not made our prayer before the Lord our God, that we might turn from our iniquities and understand Your truth. Therefore the Lord kept the evil in mind and brought it upon us. For the Lord our God is righteous in all His works which He does, though we have not obeyed His voice.

"And now, O Lord our God, who brought Your people out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and made Yourself renowned as it is this day‑we have sinned. We have done wickedly! O Lord, according to all Your righteousness, I pray, let Your fury and Your anger be turned away from Your city Jerusalem, Your holy mountain. Because for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people are a reproach to all those around us" (vv. 9‑16).

How many churches would have revival next Sunday if, instead of hearing some sweet little thing about the love of God, people were made to face the fact of their sins, and if they bowed before God with

such a confession as this! In great revivals, people prayed like this and souls were saved.

"Now therefore, our God, hear the prayer of Your servant, and his supplications, and for the Lord's sake cause Your face to shine on Your sanctuary, which is desolate. O my God, incline Your ear and hear. Open Your eyes and see our desolations and the city which is called by Your name. For we do not present our supplications before You because of our righteous deeds, but because of Your great mercies. O Lord, hear! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not delay, for Your own sake, my God, for Your city and Your people are called by Your name" (vv.17‑19).

That is the end of Daniel's prayer. Then his record continues: "While 1 was speaking and praying and confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the Lord my God for the holy mountain of my God, Yes, while I was speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom 1 had seen in the vision at the beginning, being caused to ,fly swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.

"And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, "O Daniel, I have now come forth to give you skill and understanding. At the beginning of your supplications, the commandment came forth, and I have come to show you, for you are greatly beloved. Therefore consider the matter and understand the vision" (vv.20‑23).

How wonderful! Here is a man who reads his Bible and prays, and lives so close to God that He sent an angel to tell him that He loved him.

The "Seventy Weeks"

Daniel had been reading Jeremiah's prophecy of 70 years of desolation, just as we have it in our Bible today. As he read, he realized the conclusion was near. He believed the prophecy was literal, and he went to God in prayer for Israel, who was in captivity because of her sins. He said, "Now, Lord, fulfill Your word." And God sent the angel Gabriel to tell him what was going to happen to Israel right on through to the second coming of Jesus Christ‑the vision of The Seventy Weeks. This is what God told Daniel:

"Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city: to finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most Holy. Know therefore and understand that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks and sixty‑two weeks. The street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times.

"And after sixty‑two weeks Messiah shall be cut off; but not for Himself. And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a ,flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined. Then he shall confirm a covenant with many for one week. But in the middle of the week, he will cause the sacrifice and oblation to cease. And for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that which is determined shall be poured out on the desolate [more literally, on the desolator]" (9:24‑27).

The Hebrew word translated weeks means "sevens" and can refer to days, or weeks, or years. We know from history that this means 70 weeks of years. Seventy times seven, or 490 years.

"Seventy weeks are determined." That means they are certain, because God has decreed them. All through the Bible, God is running the show. He is moving through to a perfect world! He has a plan for Israel, He has a plan for the church, and He has a plan for the nations. God operates through all of these. Whatever God determines, He does.

"For your people [the Jews] and for your holy city [Jerusalem]." So this relates to the Jewish people and Jerusalem. But the nations are also involved, because blessing can't come to the nations till blessing comes to Israel. God has ordained it.

This is still future. It refers to bringing in everlasting righteousness (v.24), and certainly that has not yet occurred. The purpose is blessing to Israel and, through Israel, to the world. These blessings will happen within the scope of this time He speaks of.

"To finish the transgression"

Israel's unfaithfulness will end. Israel has suffered agony because of unfaithfulness to God, as we read in Jeremiah. But God is going to deliver her. Israel's unfaithfulness and punishment will come to an end at the close of the 70th week (the Tribulation).

"To make an end of sins"

That means He will judge Israel's sins. He will make an end of her sins by judgment. When Christ comes again (Ezekiel 20), He will judge the nation of Israel. All who have rejected Christ will go into hell. Only the saved Jews, the remnant, a fraction (those who believed on Christ during the tribulation period) will move into the Millennium to form the seed of the holy new nation of Israel.

"To make reconciliation for iniquity"

The word reconciliation here is translated from the Hebrew word kaphar, which means "cover." Psalm 32:1 says, "Blessed is the man whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered." The word for covered in the Old Testament means the believer's sins were "covered over so that God could not see them."

This is a distinct prophecy of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. For it was at the cross that Israel's sins were put away by the blood of God's Lamb! And it's the same way with our sins. There has never been any other way to get rid of sin but through the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world for both Jew and Gentile. It was at the cross that reconciliation was made (Hebrews 9:26).

"It is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins" (10:4). At the cross sins were put away, abolished forever. Only one sacrifice can atone for sin‑the sacrifice of God's Lamb.

Covered in the Old Testament, erased in the New!

"To bring in everlasting righteousness"

Righteousness is twofold in the Bible‑imputed and imparted. Jesus will bring in everlasting righteousness to Israel. When? In the Millennium He will begin it, ruling with a rod of iron from Jerusalem. "Your people shall all be righteous" (Isaiah 60:21). In the Millennium, righteousness will not be total, but it certainly will be different from what it is now.

When our Lord rules over this earth, there will be opposition, for it says He will rule with a rod of iron. But the opposition will largely be put down by Jesus. With the breath of His lips He will slay the wicked. There will be no need for judiciary and police. It is the beginning of bringing in everlasting righteousness.

During the Millennium, most of the people will be righteous. People in their glorified bodies will be totally righteous. Unrighteousness will be kept down by Christ's iron‑rod rule. Then, beyond the Millennium

there will be total righteousness in the City of God. Everyone will be everlastingly right with God.

"To seal up the vision and prophecy"

The word prophecy is literally "prophet." It means that no more prophets will be speaking. Who were the prophets? They were people through whom God spoke. But‑listen, this is beautiful‑when Christ comes, it will be direct communication, because He Himself will do the speaking!

There will be no need for prophets when Jesus rules over the earth. Isaiah wrote, "Out of Zion shall go forth the law and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem" (2:3). Who will be the teacher? Jesus! We won't need prophets during the millennial age. He will seal up vision and prophecy. He will give direct communication. It can't mean the end of the fulfillment of prophecies, because beyond this the destruction of the heavens and the earth and the creation of the new heavens and earth take place.

"To anoint the Most Holy"

Literally, "To anoint the Holy of Holies." The only Holy of Holies then will be the millennial temple mentioned in Ezekiel 40 through 48. The words "to anoint" refer to its dedication. Jesus will come and rebuild the temple and will rule personally over this whole earth in righteousness.

These six things God gave to Daniel through the angel Gabriel, in answer to Daniel's believing prayer, about the nation of Israel and the rich blessing that was to come within the scope of the 490 years.

God says in Daniel 9:25, "Know prophecy and understand it." I heard a renowned bishop say, unashamedly, "There's not a man breathing who can understand the book of the Revelation." If that were true, God wrote a book for us that we can't under​stand. Let me tell you, some of the richest blessings that have ever come to my heart have come from the book of the Revelation. Please don't take the book of the Revelation away from me!

Prophecy Can Be Understood

God says, "Know therefore and understand (Daniel 9:25). "From the going forth of the command to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be seven weeks and sixty‑two weeks." That adds up to 69 "weeks" (sevens) of years, (69 x 7) or 483 years. According to our greatest scholars, the command refers to Nehemiah 2.

Nehemiah was in captivity. He was cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. Having heard about the distress of his brethren in Jerusalem, he had been fasting and praying from December to April. One day the king said, "Nehemiah, you look sad. What's wrong with you?" Nehemiah silently asked God if he should tell the king his problem, and God said, "Tell him." So he said to the king, "My people in Jerusalem are in trouble. The walls are broken down. The gates have been burned with fire. The enemy is troubling them."

Because of his earnestness, the king gave him not only permission to go back to Jerusalem but also the provisions to do the work of rebuilding the walls and repairing the gates. Think of it. Nehemiah had been praying from December till April. That's some praying! Do we have such earnestness today? Prayer makes a difference.

Daniel 9:25 refers to the command given to Ne​hemiah, which was in 445 BC. From that time, there would be 7 "weeks" (7 sevens), or 49 years, during which time the rebuilding of Jerusalem would take place. They were troublesome times. If you read the book of Nehemiah, you find that the Jews faced strong opposition when they were trying to rebuild the wall and the streets of Jerusalem.

After those 7 weeks (49 years), there would be 62 weeks (434 years), bringing the total to 69 weeks (483 years) until Messiah the Prince. Christ is the Messiah, and He is the Prince (ruler or superinten- dent). So the time of Christ's coming was foretold in this book of Daniel 600 years before He was born.

A friend of mine was talking with a Jewish rabbi. The rabbi said, "When Messiah comes, we'll receive Him. He hasn't come yet." My friend read to him from the Hebrew Bible that the time Messiah would come has already passed, and it coincided precisely with the life and death of Jesus Christ!

Sir Robert Anderson, a scholar whom God has greatly used, has a book titled The Coming Prince. He did some excellent figuring on the timing. He be​lieves (having dated it according to the biblical reck​oning of years) that if we begin with 445 BC, add the 49 years of the restoration of Jerusalem, then add the 434 years, it brings us to the exact time of Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem. By using standard chronology, 483 years brings us to the first coming of Christ into the world.

Dr. Alva McClain has written one of the finest books on The Seventy Weeks of Daniel. His logic is unanswerable. His booklet on Daniel's Seventy Weeks is the greatest one I know of. Get it, if you can.

Crucifixion of Christ Prophesied

Daniel 9:26 says, "And after sixty‑two weeks [after He comes] Messiah shall be cut off." Violent death! He is killed. That is the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. "But not for Himself. " Literally, "and shall have nothing." Nothing for Him. He died for others‑--

He didn't die for Himself. He had done no wrong. 

The prophecy said that Messiah would be "cut off, but not for Himself." He would have a violent death, and have nothing. What did Jesus have? The God who made the world was born in a stable, lived in a carpenter's home, was rejected by His own people, went to a cross to die for the sins of the world, and was buried in a borrowed tomb. He was the only sin​less person who ever lived. He died in the place of every human being who has ever lived‑the Lamb of God, the sacrifice for your sins and mine. He had nothing. He became poor, that we through His poverty might become rich. Blessed be His name!

So the 7 weeks (49 years) plus the 62 weeks (434 years) add up to a total of 69 weeks (483 years). But Daniel's prophecy is about 70 weeks. Where is the 70th week? It is the 7‑year tribulation period.

In Old Testament prophecy there is a "gap" be​tween the prophecy of Christ's first coming and the beginning of the tribulation period. This gap is what we call the "church age," and it ends with the Rap​ture of the Church. Immediately after the Rapture, the tribulation period begins. This 7‑year period is divided into 2 three‑and‑a‑half‑year periods.

Remember, these prophecies concern Israel and Jerusalem. "Seventy weeks are determined upon your people and upon your holy city [Jerusalem]" (9:24).

Destruction of Jerusalem Foretold

Verse 26 says, "And the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary." This prince is the Antichrist. Jesus said to the world, "I have come in My Father's name and you wouldn't re​ceive Me. Another will come in his own name, and him you will receive."

Notice the words the people of the Antichrist. His

people would destroy the city and the sanctuary after Messiah would be cut off. Who are the people of the Antichrist? This passage identifies the Antichrist with Rome, because it was the Roman army that lev​eled the city of Jerusalem.

Who ruled Israel in the days when Jesus was cut off? Who destroyed the city in AD 70? The Romans. When Titus, the Roman general, came to Jerusalem to conquer it, he tried to keep his soldiers under control, but they ravaged Jerusalem and denuded the land, killing Jews until blood ran in the streets (according to the Jewish historian Josephus). They destroyed the city and demolished the temple, which hasn't been rebuilt to this day. An Islamic mosque now stands on the original site of the temple.

When I first went to the Holy Land in 1955, there was no Jew at the Wailing Wall. All the holy sites were empty. I landed on the Arab side and took my bags across to the Israeli side. All the sacred places of Israel were then in the hands of the Muslims.

Then in the Six‑Day War in June of 1967, the Jews recaptured Jerusalem, and they will die before they give it up! When you hear about Jerusalem being made into an "international city," remember that former the prime minister Menachem Begin said, "That's where our capital will be." They'll fight to the last man for Jerusalem!

So it was the Romans who destroyed Jerusalem. That's a historical fact. This verse says, "The people of the prince that shall come" would destroy the city. Therefore the coming prince, the Antichrist, must be a Roman. He cannot be a Greek. The Antichrist will come out of Rome. In Daniel 2 and 7 we read that it is after the formation of the 10‑kingdom alliance, which will come out of the old Roman Empire, that the Antichrist arises.

Messiah came. He was cut off, not for Himself but for others. Then in AD 70, the beautiful buildings of Herod's temple were demolished, exactly as prophesied. Jesus knew they would be destroyed. One day when His disciples were admiring those beautiful structures, He said the day would come when not one stone would be left upon another. And that is precisely what happened when Titus, the Roman general, came and leveled the city.

Verse 26 continues, "And the end thereof shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined. " There will be no peace until the end, the final windup he was talking about in verse 24.

Verse 27 says, "Then he will confirm a covenant with many for one week." This refers to the prince who shall come, the Antichrist. The church will have been caught up in the air. The "many" here are the Jewish people. Remember, the 70 weeks pertain to the Jews and the city of Jerusalem. After the Rapture, the Antichrist will make a covenant with the Jews for 7 years.

The temple will have been rebuilt in Jerusalem. It may be built before or after the Rapture, but I believe it will be before. Otherwise, it would have to be rebuilt during the first three and a half years of the Tribulation. The sacrifices will be reinstituted by Israel, but in the middle of the "week" the Antichrist will cause them to cease (v.27).

The Covenant Broken

The Antichrist protects Israel for the first three and a half years. Then when he reaches the zenith of his power, he breaks the covenant, rips off his mask, and reveals himself as the Antichrist. He causes Israel's temple sacrifices and oblations to cease.

Then he places "the abomination of desolation" in

their temple. In the Hebrew language, the abomination of desolation is an idol. This is the image of the Antichrist himself‑the idol that makes desolate, That idol will destroy everybody who does not worship the Antichrist! In Matthew 24, Jesus Christ mentioned this idol that will kill people.

So the Antichrist will turn against the Jews. We read, "And for the overspreading of abominations, he shall make it desolate" (Daniel 9:27). In the Septuagint Version, these are exactly the same Greek words Jesus used in Matthew 24, translated "the abomination of desolation." Or, "the idol that causes horror." Destruction! The latter three and half years of the tribulation period are described in those words, beginning with the setting up of that image!

Jesus said in Matthew 24 that when you (Jews in Judea) see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place, run! Don't go back to get something from your house! Woe to mothers with nursing infants‑it will be hard for them to run. Pray it won't happen on the Sabbath day when by law you can go only a mile. You've got to get away from the Antichrist! This will be The Great Tribulation, the latter three and a half years. And it is identical with Revelation 6 through 19.

This cannot be during the first three and a half years, because at that time Antichrist will not have turned against the Jews. The Great Tribulation begins with the setting up of the abomination of desolation in the temple, when he stops their sacrifices and worship, and instead establishes himself as "God" in the temple.

Verse 27 concludes, "Even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolator" [the Antichrist]. God will destroy the desolator. This is the destruction of the Antichrist.

Daniel Beloved in Heaven

As we conclude this reading of Daniel 9, let me refer to verse 23 and talk for a moment about the person God uses, the person God loves. These are the words of the angel Gabriel to Daniel, who is kneeling. "At the beginning of your supplications the commandment went out [God told me to come to you], and 1 have come to tell you [the prophecy]. For you are greatly beloved." Wouldn't you like for God to send an angel to you and say, "God loves you greatly"?

Daniel Loved To Study the Scriptures

God sent an angel to a man on his knees and the angel said, "Man, you're greatly loved in heaven. God loves you. Heaven loves you." Why was Daniel loved?

First, because he believed and studied the Scrip​tures. He believed they meant exactly what they said. He believed the Scriptures were the Word of the living God! Daniel 9:2 says that Daniel understood by books, particularly Jeremiah the prophet. Here was Daniel in pagan Babylon, away from home, be​lieving that the Scriptures were the Word of God, ab​solutely true. God loves a man like that.

Daniel Determined To Talk With God

Second, Daniel was a man of determination. Verse 3 says, "I set my face toward the Lord God, to make re​quest by prayer and supplications, with fasting and sackcloth and ashes. "

Daniel set his face to meet God. Many people are wishy‑washy. As Paul said, "They are swayed by every wind of teaching." A speaker comes along and says one thing and blows them this way. Another one comes along and says another thing and blows them that way. They never get settled on the truth of God's Word.

Daniel Poured Out His Heart to God

Third, Daniel was a man of prayer. "1 prayed to the Lord my God." In chapter 10, we see Daniel fasting and praying for 3 whole weeks. During that time he ate no choice food, no meat, and drank no wine, till he heard from God. Let's not talk about walking with God unless we are earnest about prayer. How much real praying goes on in our churches? You wonder why there's so little power? Study about people who had power with God and men. They prayed. God loves a man who is determined, who sets his face to​ward God and prays.

Daniel Confessed His Sins and the People's Sins

Fourth, God loves a man who confesses sin. Daniel said, "We have sinned" (9:5). You can study this book in vain to find out whether Daniel sinned, but he said he was a sinner and I believe it. He was will​ing to identify himself with his sinful people. You may look at someone's life and think he is sinless. But I have news for you. No one is sinless.

When you let God's searchlight of His Word shine into your mind and heart, and live in His presence in this Book, He searches your soul day after day. You will see the sinfulness of your own heart. You will not feel self‑righteous. You will not be slow to forgive others.

Daniel was one of the holiest men who ever walked on this earth. He lived in the presence of God, and he confessed sin to God. We are all sinners and need forgiveness. And if God can forgive me, I can forgive anyone else.

God commands, "Forgive your enemies. Do good to those who hate you. Pray for those who despitefully use you and persecute you." If we do, we will be living as children of the heavenly Father should live.

No wonder God loved this man Daniel. He was honest with God. God knows our thoughts and imaginations. When I'm in my prayer room on my face before God, I am what I really am.

Daniel Revered God's Name

Fifth, Daniel was a man who was jealous for God's honor. Verse 16 reveals his heart: "For our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people are become a reproach to all those around us. "

In verse 18, Daniel prayed, "See the city that is called by Your name. " Lord, Your name is on this city. Daniel was concerned for the honor of God's name. He stood up for God! How many people who call themselves Christians really care anything about God and the honor of His name? Let us be careful how we think and talk and walk.

God Answered Daniel's Prayer

What did God do in this chapter? Look at verse 21. While Daniel was speaking and praying to God, confessing his sin and the sin of the people, and presenting supplications, God answered prayer.

Daniel was still speaking when God answered! We learn in chapter 10 that sometimes the answer doesn't come right away because of a conflict in the heavens. It's a beautiful study. Remember, when we are honest with Him, God answers.

He doesn’t always answer the way we want. He has three possible answers: Yes, No, or Wait. Some people deny that, but it's true. God doesn't give us everything we want. When God says no, He is doing something we don't understand, and that's all right with me. Jesus said, "Even so, Father, it seems good in Your sight. Not my will, but Yours be done."

What an attitude of submission to want nothing

but the will of God! We are not running the showHe is. He is the Master; I am the slave. "Lord, what will You have me to do?" That's all I want to know. That's all Daniel wanted to know.

Here was a man on his knees. He read God's prophecy about Israel. He was concerned for the people of Israel, who were in captivity for many years. He went to God in prayer in behalf of his nation. And God sent an angel to give him His message.

The way to get God's answer is on our knees. God may not send Gabriel, but He will send the answer in one way or another.

God Showed Daniel His Will

Next, God reveals His will to that kind of man. God told the angel to tell Daniel that blessings are in view for Israel, but only after some judgments. This revelation of God's plan goes right on through to the second coming of Christ and the establishment of the millennial kingdom. God's tremendous blessings to come to the nation of Israel are revealed to us today because one man was close enough to God to live a godly life and pray, whatever the cost.

God loves that kind of man. The greatest thing I know is the love of God. Here was an angel to whom God said, "Go down and tell that man on his knees that 1 love him greatly." This is mentioned three different times in the book of Daniel, translated, "man greatly beloved."

God Delighted in Daniel

I made a little Hebrew note here for myself. May I share it with you? The literal Hebrew says, "For you are delights." The Hebrew word for "beloved" here is in the plural. It means "pleasant things, delights." It is used of the land, "the delightful land," the land that God is pleased with. It is used of goodly garments, precious articles, dainty foods. The phrase "man greatly beloved" means, "You are a favorite with God. He delights greatly in you. You give God many delights."

I would like to give God some delights. I want my life to please Him in many ways. The word delights comes from the Hebrew root chamadth, which means "to be warm, eager, to strive after, to desire, to covet, to take pleasure in, to delight in." (Sounds like a boy when he meets that special girl.)

God was warm‑hearted toward Daniel. He was eager to bless him and take care of him. God desired Daniel's fellowship, his companionship. He took pleasure in him, delighted in him. A godly person is one in whom God delights.

How many people are there on earth today of whom it could be said, "He or she is a person in whom God delights"? How many of us?

It is said of John that he was the disciple whom Jesus loved. Didn't Jesus love the other disciples? Yes He did. Then why was John singled out? Because there is a love of God for certain individuals that goes beyond the usual love. Jesus loved John with a special love, and John loved Jesus with a special love! John was especially loved, and Daniel is the John of the Old Testament.

Beloved, there is one great life principle I have gotten out of this study: Above everything else, I want to b6 a man like Daniel. I want to walk with God as Daniel did. I am not interested in anything except walking with God. And I can't wish for you anything greater than that you will indeed be a person in whom God delights.
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