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I Corinthians 9:25, I Thessalonians 2:19, II Timothy 4:8, James 1:12

"If we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him." We will sit on the throne with Him. Suffering brings a crown in glory! Don't look at your present suffering, but look beyond this present life to that time when all suffering shall be over, and a crown for Eternity will be given to those who suffered with the Lord Jesus Christ; to those who suffered for His Name's sake, suffered for His Kingdom, suffered because they have stood firm as a child of God, stood for the right, stood for the Word of God unashamed and unafraid, never giving up. Rom. 8:17, "If we suffer with Him we shall also reign with Him." But remember that the unsaved suffer the vengeance of eternal fire. Brother, I'd rather go on with the Lord Jesus Christ if for no other reason than not to suffer the vengeance of Eternal fire for those who do not love Him and trust Him.

You say, "My temptations are great, Preacher; my sufferings are great." Listen. "God will not let you be tempted above that you are able, but with every test will make a way of escape in order that you may be able to bear it." I Cor. 10:13.  Somebody says, paraphrasing that passage, "God never puts any more on us than we will be able to bear," praise His holy Name. He will not crush His saints.

Paul speaks of "the fellowship of His sufferings." One of these days we are going into Heaven. You read of fellowships down here, of groups that come together because they have something in common. Well, I believe that up in Heaven there is going to be a group who has suffered for the Lord Jesus, and that some of the rest of us that haven't suffered very much are not going to be in that fellowship. "The fellowship of HIS sufferings." There is a little group around the Lord Jesus who are nearer to Him than any other group. They are the ones who have suffered in a measure as He suffered in this godless world.

Friends, if you haven't suffered you can't enter into it. A lady said to me the other day, in great physical suffering, "Preacher, you just don't know!" She was right. And when we get to Heaven, Paul and some of the others who have suffered greatly for souls and for Jesus and His Kingdom will say to the Christians who haven't suffered greatly, "You just don't know." Many Christians will not be able to enter into that fellowship of those who have suffered in the Kingdom of God!

You remember that Moses chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season. Why? He looked unto the recompense of the reward. He looked at that day when all of his sufferings would be over and sinners would be in the Lake of Fire, and when those who had suffered affliction with the people of God, as God's people, would be enjoying Heaven and its felicity throughout Eternity.

In Hebrews 2:10 we read that Christ was made perfect through suffering. That doesn't mean He was made morally perfect. He is the Son of God and He never did sin. But it means Christians brought to the appointed end. Now what was His appointed end? His appointed end was to be the Saviour. He couldn't be a Saviour and High‑Priest without being sympathetic with men, and you can't sympathize unless you suffer everything that those with whom you sympathize suffer. So Jesus had to suffer so He could be a sympathetic High Priest. He could say, "Child of God, I know your temptations and trials. I was tempted in all points on earth as you are, yet without sin, and I can sympathize with you. Come to Me and I will give you help in the midst of your testing and trial." Christ was brought to the appointed end through suffering. Friends, that is true of you and it its true of me. We are nearer to God if we suffer. If you are not nearer to God, it is because you haven't suffered. Christians who suffer get nearer to God than Christians who do not suffer. I've seen that everywhere I have gone. Notice some flippant, worldly Christian into whose life some affliction comes, and you'll see him reaching out and getting hold of God, and he will know the Lord then as he has never known Him before.

I know a lady who had been as careless and worldly as she could be, and God reached down and took her baby out of her arms. That lady threw away her worldliness in a hurry. She got down on her knees. She prayed. She sought the Lord in all her heart and now her life is devoted to God. In a recent revival meeting she led her husband to the Lord Jesus Christ. How happy is her home now! She was made perfect through suffering, straightened up through suffering, brought nearer to God through suffering. Many a Christian today thanks God for suffering.

Let us remember that our Lord Himself suffered. We read in the Bible of the sufferings of Christ. Read Isaiah 53, of His anguish and agony. Read Psalm 69 and 22, of His agony and sufferings. Christ suffered for SIN, the just and the unjust, that He might BRING US TO GOD. If our Saviour suffered, why shouldn't you and I suffer in this present life, knowing that very soon our suffering shall be over forever, and that the sufferings of the child of God end at death or at the Coming of the Lord?

In I Peter 4:13 we read, "Ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings." That is a wonderful statement: "You are sharers of the sufferings of Christ." Listen, Christian, do you love Him? Do you? Every child of God who really loves the Lord cannot think of His cross and of Him hanging on the tree, without wishing to have had the courage to suffer with the Lord Jesus. I heard a man of God say one time that he loved his boy so much that he believed if his boy stood before the judgment bar of God and was sentenced to Hell, he would ask God if it be possible to let him take the sentence himself and let his boy go free, to let him (the father) go to Hell in place of his boy. That is love.

If you and I love the Lord Jesus, don't we want to share His sufferings? He is still suffering! Not on the cross, that is over. But He is the same yesterday, today and forever, and as long as there is anybody lost in this world Jesus will be suffering. As long as there is anybody hungry, as long as there are any widows and orphans, as long as there is war and agony and cold and hunger, Jesus cares. And when you care, you suffer you can't help it. He is suffering up there right now over this needy world. Listen, you and I can share that suffering; by going out and reaching people He would reach if He were here on earth. He would have to suffer to reach them, and you and I must suffer to reach them, too. If we are going to win souls, we are going to have to suffer for the Lord Jesus Christ.

One night during a recent revival meeting, 17 souls came to the Lord. When I turned around, I saw tears on a Christian lady's face as she was pleading with all her heart for her sister to come to the Lord Jesus Christ. Finally she yielded and went into the inquiry room. It was a precious moment when that Christian woman was willing to suffer to win her sister to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Do you remember Rom. 8:18? Paul says to the suffering child of God, "I reckon that the sufferings of this present world are not worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us." Listen: Take all the sufferings that all the children of God have gone through. Put them beside the Glory that is going to be ours through Eternity, when we are with our Lord sit​ting on His throne forever and ever, and it's not worthy to even talk about! So let's stop talking about our sufferings and talk about His glory that He has prepared, the Glory He has made ready for the people of God. Friends, take that for your passage and memorize it, realize it, chew it up, and you won't talk about your sufferings now. You'll talk instead about the GLORY that is going to be revealed to His people who suffer.

Then look at Phil. 3:8, another passage you will want to memorize. Paul says that he counted all things but loss "for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my Lord, for Whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but dung that I might win Christ." Glorious words! He says, I have given up everything for Jesus! I am crucified to the world and the world to me. I turn my back on everything that men of the world count worth having. They say I am a fool, but I'm not a fool, because, in exchange for the glories of this world I have Christ. What need I more? I HAVE CHRIST!

You say, "Hendley, why go into all that? Why talk about giving up the things of this life?" Listen, friend. I'd rather have the Lord Jesus Christ than all the worldly pleasures of this present evil world. I'd rather have Jesus than anything this world affords today! Paul gave up the world that he might win Christ, and in Eternity we are going to find out that it is not a bargain, brother, to sacrifice Christ for the pleasures of this present evil, wicked world! Are you letting any one thing keep you from your greatest treasure, the Lord Jesus? When you have Christ you have everything worthwhile. When God gives you Christ He gives you everything He has. "That I might win Christ." Glory to God!

Another helpful passage is I Peter 4:1. "He that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin." What does that mean? It means you have stopped sinning. One of the best ways to stop sinning is to have some kind of suffering in the flesh. You never see a sick man going out and doing wicked things and living in evil, if he has any wisdom at all. Sickness cuts down the flesh, suffering cuts down the flesh, and makes us live more in the things of the spirit. So let us remember there are blessings in sufferings that are untold.

Then I Peter 3:18. "Christ hath once for all suffered for sin to bring us to God." Jesus suffered to bring others to God. My friend, are you willing to suffer as a Christian? We read in the first epistle of Peter that we are to suffer as a Christian and as a child of God.

Now I don't want to stop with that word Suffering. In order to have the crown, we must be willing to suffer. That leads us to this: Jesus said to the suffering child of God, "Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee a crown of life."

Now listen to this about the crowns:  The first one is I Cor. 9:25. "And every man that striveth for the mastery (that is, contends in the game) is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible. I therefore so run, not as uncertainly, so fight I, not as one that beateth the air, but I keep under my body and bring it into subjection, lest that by any means when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway." Listen, Christian, we ought to live with all our might for Jesus, because we are working for an incorruptible crown. You'll soon forget all the crowns that the world awards to men, but the man who lives for God, a separated, holy, godly life, will obtain an incorruptible crown. Incorruptible means one that will never perish; never pass away. All the crowns of earth will fade into dust, from the monarchs that rule an entire empire to the man that wins the race yonder in the Olympic games. They will all pass away. But the man who lives for God, and runs a good, Christian race to the end, faithful to Jesus, winning souls, will have a crown that will never, never pass away.

Now, I Thessalonians 2, verse 19. "For what is our joy or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the Presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For ye are our glory and our joy." There is the crown of rejoicing. That means that your crown IS rejoicing. Do you want to rejoice in Heaven? Go out and win some souls, and those souls will meet you in Heaven, and say, “I thank you for leading me to Jesus.” Oh, friends, they will be your joy. They will be your rejoicing in Heaven. If you want to really rejoice up there with others, go win souls!

Now let us, read 2 Tim. 4:8. We read of a crown of righteousness. "Henceforth," says Paul, "there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall give me at the day, and not to me only, BUT TO ALL THEM ALSO THAT LOVE HIS APPEARING." Are you looking for Jesus' coming again? Are you living for His return? Are you really, in your heart, expecting Him any moment to come, and are you ready to meet Him, and keeping ready to meet Him? Listen, to all such that love His appearing, there is the CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS. Now that means the crown which IS righteousness. Now what does that mean? It means this, as we read in I John 3, that when He shall appear we shall be like Him; we shall see Him as He is. If we love His appearing, God is going to give us perfect righteousness when He comes again.

Finally, in James 1:12, "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for when he is tried he shall receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to them that love Him:” The Crown of Life. Now what does that mean? It means the crown IS LIFE. What sort of life? Eternal life! Friends, you don't have to WORRY about death, if you are a child of God. Death just means being in the Presence of the Lord Jesus Christ and being with Him forever. Oh, do you want it? Then, love the Lord! God has the crown of life for those that Love Him! Do you love the Lord? Do you love the God that made you? Do you love the God that gives you every good thing you have? Bow your heads, and receive HIM now, and be faithful to Him. Will you do it?

"It was for you, the Lord was crucified, 

For you, yes, for you,

It was for YOU He suffered, bled and died.

"Receive Him now . . .

He'll be your Saviour too!"
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