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Luke 9:57-62

Turn with me, please, to the Gospel of Luke, 9:57 through 62. Here we have the COST OF DISCIPLESHIP to the Lord Jesus Christ. “And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto him, Lord, I will follow thee whithersoever thou goest. And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head. And he said unto another, follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go and bury my father. Jesus said unto him, let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the kingdom of God. And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go and bid them farewell, which are at home at my house. And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”

The Lord lays before them the cost of discipleship. Any emotion or religious movement that tries to let you remain in a state of known sin and still be right with God is FALSE. That is absolutely contrary to the teaching of the Bible. The teaching of both Old and New Testament is that God is a HOLY God. Jesus is a HOLY Christ, and to walk with Him it is necessary that we turn our backs upon this world and give it up.

“And it came to pass, that, as they went in the way, a certain man said unto Him, Lord”-- Now we don't know what happened to this man. We simply know that the Lord Jesus told him the price that he would have to pay. He called Jesus, "Lord." Whether Jesus was really his Lord or not, I do not know. But I do know that the Lord laid down here for me and for you the cost of following Him. This man said, “Lord, I WILL follow Thee Whithersoever thou goest.” That is a wonderful thing to say to Jesus!  It is a wonderful thing to say, "Lord, I will go with You, wherever You go. I will go wherever You want me to go. I WILL GO WITH YOU: (Notice, Jesus never asks us to go alone.) He never sends us alone when He sends us. He goes along with us! He goes ahead and prepares the way. "Lord, I will follow Thee whithersoever Thou goest!  And where You go, Jesus, I just want to be with You. It doesn't make any difference where You go; my desire is to be with You." Now that is a wonderful sentiment because it is true. To have Christ (it makes no difference where you are) is to be in glory. To walk with Jesus is Heavenly. Where Jesus is there Heaven is.

This man had the right sentiment, and we admire it. Now whether he really applied it or not, we do not know. Because here is what the Master said; “Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man hath no where to lay his head.” Now what Jesus was saying was, yonder in the fields are foxes. They have their holes. They have an abiding place, a place to stay. A place called home. They are not vagabonds. They are not moving hither and yon all the while. Notice yonder birds. They fly about, but they have their nests to which they can return. But the Son of man is living the vagabond life, going hither and yon about the Father's business. "I have no certain dwelling place," said Jesus, "and if you want to walk with Me, you must be willing to endure sacrifices. 

You must be willing to do without a home, and a roof over your head, and loved ones and friends as you have known them. If you follow Me, you must be willing to forsake mother and father and sister and brother and houses and lands, for My sake. But if you do it, you will receive manifold in this present life and in the world to come eternal life." Being willing to forsake all and follow the Lord Jesus is the teaching here. Now that doesn't mean that, when you accept Him, and want to follow Him, that you are all going to have to leave your homes. But it does mean that inevitably there will be sacrifices you will have to make if you follow Jesus, if you are about His business. 

You can't enjoy just everything in this present life and walk with God at the same time! We are on a battlefield! We are in a world of sorrows and suffering and sin and of lost souls. The Master is always seeking the lost, comforting the weak and the weary, going about doing good. And if we walk with Him, we will have to live the same type of life." "Sacrifice, if you want to walk with Me! Give up something, if you want to walk with Me." Oh, the multitudes of the world that are all for "get," and never for "give up." All "take" and never "give out." The law of Christianity is "give." 

“And He said unto another, follow me. But he said, Lord--” (notice each one of these men called Him Lord) “suffer me first to go and bury my father. Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the Kingdom of God.”  Now there we have the importance of getting out the Message of Life. The thing that is nearest to the heart of Jesus is revealed in that passage of Scripture. There is something of more importance than the most important earthly thing we know about. There isn't any earthly thing more important than burying our dead loved ones. But Jesus says there's something more important. People who are spiritually dead! Spiritually lost! People who don't know the Lord! The greatest thing in the world is to give to them the Gospel, the Good News. To tell it to dying souls is more important than ministering to dead bodies. To minister to dying souls is the most, important thing. So Jesus says let others who are "dead," and concerned not at all about spiritual matter, take care of the dead father. They will do it. They will see that he is taken care of. The most important thing is for the real Christian to fling himself into taking the Gospel to lost men. 

Friends, do we realize that today? Is that the most important thing to us? It was to Jesus! It IS to Jesus! There are multitudes that haven't heard. There are thousands that do not know our Lord and they NEED to know Him, so we ought to get the message to them.

“And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but first let me go bid them farewell which are at home at my house.  And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”  When we once go with the Lord Jesus, we should never desire to go back. Let us love Him and His work and His serv​ice so completely that we won't look back with even a lingering look at what we have given up for the Lord Jesus! He is so wonderful! The thing we give up is so pitifully small, in comparison to Him that it is a sin against God Himself to look back. We ought to look at Jesus. We ought to look at the wonderful life He has for us to live, the spiritual life and the life of soul‑winning. The life of service to mankind for the Lord Jesus. The life of rescuing them from darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God. And we ought never to look back, because a lingering look makes the Lord feel that we do not love Him completely, that we do not realize the privilege and majesty of His service. To look back means that part of our heart is still back there! Oh, the danger of looking back! LOOKING BACK! You remember Lot's wife looked back and was struck down and became a pillar of salt.

Now there are three things about this price of DISCIPLESHIP and FOLLOWING JESUS. First, personal salvation. Second, we must love lost souls. Third, we must surrender to do this definite work.

Now first, we must have the assurance of our own personal salvation. Friends, how many times have you started to speak to somebody about salvation and a voice said, "Well, you don't know you are saved yourself." Well, that is the voice of the devil, isn't it? People that do not have a clear‑cut assurance of their own personal relationship to Jesus will never be able to win souls, because there is always a fear in their own hearts about their own salvation. Beloved, listen. If you love Christ, you are SAVED! If you love Jesus Christ, you are born again. Don't you listen to that voice of the devil. We must be assured that our relationship with Jesus is what it ought to be, if we are to win souls to the Lord Jesus Christ. We can have that assurance by looking only to His blessed Cross and seeing that He settled it there, and saying, "Devil, Jesus settled it for me. Jesus settled it and I have a right to go to other souls now. Jesus is my Saviour."

Second, we must love souls sincerely. Now it is one thing to talk about loving souls, and it is something else to really experience love for souls. So often it means loving that which is unlovely. Let me tell you a story. A precious, humble Englishwoman had long suffered from a brutal and drunken husband. At last it seemed the trial was almost more than she could bear, and a voice seemed to whisper that if she would only bear the worst, deliverance would soon come. One night her husband returned to his home and awakened her from her sleep at a very late hour and rudely demanded that she arise and prepare supper for himself and his companions. She arose without a murmur and, with the face of an angel; she ministered to those brutal men, treating them as respectfully as if they were princes. At last they were ashamed and her loving kindness compelled their silent admiration. Her husband, after trying in vain to provoke her, completely broke down, conquered by her sweetness, and became, from that night on, a humble follower of her own sweet life, found in the blessed Lord Jesus Christ. She had won him through love.

Women come to me many times and say, "Preacher, what shall I do? I have talked and talked, and now my talking makes my husband mad and it is a source of irritation." You have talked too long, if it has come to that, friends. There comes a time when we have to quit talking. There comes a time when it, is only irritation. They haven't yielded. The best way to win is not by irritation. The best way to win a lost husband is by being so sweet to him that you just love him to the Lord. Just be sweet to him. Just be Christ‑like to him. Never cross him. Just be a Christian in your home. Just live it and keep right on praying in the secret place, and you will break him down inevitably. The day is coming when that husband will be needing you and he will know that you, the one nearest to him, knows the Lord. He has seen it in your life, Sweetness. Christ‑likeness. Truly love is the fruit of the Spirit! Love suffers long, and love will always conquer. Christian, we must love lost souls!

Third, we must definitely surrender to do this particular work. Surrender! We can do all the other Christian duties and stop short of winning souls. We can read books and hear sermons ABOUT soul winning, yet never do it. A preacher can even preach sermons about soul‑winning and never win any souls himself.  A real man of God told me the other day, "Preacher, I need these messages on soul‑winning." (I was in a revival meeting). "They have spoken to my heart, I have found that what you have said is so. I can talk about it, I can tell my people about it, and I can preach it, and still not win any souls myself. It is so easy to talk about soul‑winning and never do it."

Listen, friends, I wonder how many of us sing in the choir and never win any souls to Jesus? How many deacons carry on the work of the church and never win any souls to Jesus? How many of us are Sunday School teachers and never win any souls to Jesus?

Think over your life as a Christian. Are you missing the MOST IMPORTANT work a Christian can do? Perhaps you don't have the assurance of salvation. But you CAN have it. Don't delay; it will change your whole Christian life! Perhaps you don't love souls. But you CAN love them, after you have been with Jesus! Perhaps you haven't made the actual SURRENDER to do personal work with souls who don't know Him. But you CAN make that surrender‑--just now!

Why not begin today to let Christ be LORD of your life, following Him as a real DISCIPLE, putting your life at His disposal, daily paying the price of LIVING WITH JESUS? Whatever excuse you may have for not following Him, give it up! Experience for yourself the assurance of salvation, the love of souls, and the joy of surrender to Him! Will you do it?
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