CONVICTION OF SIN
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Isaiah 6:5

Now friends, if you have your Bibles, turn with me to Isaiah 6:5. We are studying "The Conviction of Sin" from the Word of God. You don't hear much about that today, do you?

We have revival meetings and so often people walk down the aisles. Many times they are smiling and taking it easy and making "a commit​ment" to the Lord, but there is very little conviction of sin.

Think about this. What happens when a sinner, in his sins, comes into the presence of a holy God? Noth​ing? Does anything happen to people who say they are saved these days without conviction of sin?

I have seen conviction of sin. We used to have altars. You don't have to be saved at an altar. You can turn to the Lord anywhere, at any time, if you really mean it. It is in your heart and mind where salvation takes place. The visible part of it is that there will be conviction of a sinner and then there will be distress and confession of sin.

That is what happened to Isaiah when He heard the call of the Lord and saw the Lord. We read in Isaiah 6:1, "In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord." He talks about how holy He is and describes the tremendous sight, the soul-shak​ing spectacle he experienced. Verse 5, "Then said I, Woe is me! For I am undone (I am destroyed in Hebrew); because I am a man of unclean lips." That is a realization of sin, convic​tion of sin, and confession of one's own personal sins.

When we think about God, nobody else enters into it. A husband, or wife, or parent, or child cannot do it for us. Nobody can do it but we ourselves. "Woe Is Me!"

"Then said I, Woe is me!" When a man sees God, this is what he is going to say. What happens when a sinner really sees God in this world? He is going to say, "Woe is me!" "Woe" is a tremendous word. "I am in trouble. I am in deep trouble. I am in great distress." That is what he is saying. "I am a sinner. God is holy. He created me. I have ignored Him and gone on in my sin. I have done what He said not to do and turned away from what He said to do. I have not sought to receive His Son as my Savior and pick up the Bible and live for Him. Woe is me! I have thought wrong, spoken wrong, and done wrong. Woe is me!" This always happens when a man sees God.

Throughout the Bible, whenever you see somebody meeting God, they are troubled, distressed. It is tremen​dously upsetting. In Revelation chap​ter 1, when John, one of the holiest men of that day, saw the Lord Jesus, he fell at His feet as a dead man. When Daniel, one of the holiest men who ever lived, saw the vision of God, he said, "My comeliness was turned in me into corruption. (I be​came amass of corruption as I looked into the eyes of a holy God.)"

Today, people are glorifying sin​ners and sin. We make national he​roes out of people whom God says are terrible sinners and worthy of death, according to the Bible. "Unclean Lips."

Isaiah specified his particular sin, "I am a man of unclean lips." There were, undoubtedly, other sins, be​cause nobody has only one sin, but he concentrated on his lips. He realized that what he had spoken was dirty and filthy in the eyes of this holy God. He had said many words that were wrong---lying words, perhaps, because all children go straight from the womb speaking lies. God says He hates "a lying tongue.” Dirty words, dirty stories, curse words in rebellion against God, not liking the life God gave to us---"Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh "(Matthew 12:34). "Unclean lips" mean an un​clean heart, because spoken words come from thoughts that are born in the mind. What he has in his mind, he speaks. His wrong, bad, dirty, evil thinking came out on his lips in what he said.

If you listen to a man very long, you can tell, pretty well, the state of his mind. If he is dirty in speech, he has a dirty mind. If he is clean in speech, he had a clean mind.

If men and women walked in the presence of God today, they would cry with Isaiah, "I am a man (or a woman) of unclean (dirty) lips." "Not necessarily in my eyes, or in my associates’ eyes, or in the eyes of the world at large, but in the eyes of God, I am a dirty, foul mouthed person, it comes because my mind is foul and I am dirty inside. I am a dirty soul. I am a dirty person." That is what he was saying.  

"Unclean" means, "dirty." There is normal dirt out on the ground that you can get on your garments and it will come off when you wash them, but this is inward dirt, filth on the inside, that which is repulsive, ab​horrent, and abominable to God.

So, my friends, God knows our "thoughts afar off” and He hears our words. This man was convicted when he saw God. I wonder about today in our churches when we get people to walk the aisles and accept Christ. Friend, if we walk the aisle, but we are not repentant of our sins and we don't admit them and confess them to God, then there is no salvation. Isaiah continued, ". . . and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips.” He began to think about the people around him. He was sinning, but he wasn't alone. He wasn't lay​ing the blame on them. He wasn't saying, "They made me do it." He was saying, "I'm a sinner and I am in the middle of many people who are sinners in the eyes of a holy God. They are as dirty as I am. They don't know it any more than I knew it, but I know it now and they don't know it yet." Is this one of the reasons he was willing to go when God called him a little later? He saw other people as undone, as destroyed, and as ruined as he was. He said that he was able to see his own condition because, ". . . mine eyes have seen the King." He had seen the king of heaven, God. "The Great King"

In Malachi, God said to the people of His day who did not revere Him, and underestimated Him, "I want you to know that I am a great King." It is a sad condition when God has to tell human beings, "I am a great King, whether you know it or not. I am not going to lower Myself and become dirty like you are. I love you. I gave My Son to die for you. I have a way to save you and clean you up, if you want Me to." God will not come down and tell dirty jokes and lies and do the things we do. We sinners must find the way of salvation in Christ. Isaiah said, "Mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts."

My friends, if you have not seen your sins and have not been con​victed about them. If you have never said in your heart, "Woe is me, I am destroyed. I am a lost soul. I have unclean lips and a dirty mind. I am a sinner. I have seen God in His holi​ness and how great He is and the vast distance between us. Woe is me!" If something like that has never come to your heart, why hasn't it? Have you really seen God? Conviction of sin always comes when a person re​ally sees God and sees himself. I'm not saying that you have to weep and cry and beat your head to be saved. I am saying that if you walk in the presence of God, Who is absolutely holy, inevitably, you will see your​self. When you see yourself, you see your sins in His presence. If you do not see your sins, then you are look​ing at yourself through your own eyes, or the eyes of human beings, or religion, but not through the eyes of God. When we see God, then we will cry out, "Woe is me!" Can a man be saved without knowing that he is a sinner and facing it with honesty and truthfulness and finding the cleans​ing of sin? There is cleansing for sin, thank God.

"All Have Sinned"

Why does the Bible speak so much about sin? Do we get tired of hearing about it? I don't, because I know it is deadly dangerous. If I were crawling under live ammunition that was be​ing fired over my head in a boot camp, believe me, I would want to think about that. I wouldn't want to forget it and raise my head and get shot. I want to be reminded that I am a sinner and I dwell among people who are sinners.

God said, "For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. " Romans 3:10-12, "There is none righ​teous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They have all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one." God says that nobody is good. So, if you say you are good, you are making God a liar.

When you realize that you are a sinner and you want to get right with God, remember that God has planned a salvation in Christ, His Son. God so loved the world of sinners that He gave His only begotten Son for us, to die a death for us. When Jesus died, He died for us and paid for our sins with His blood. God laid on Him our sins and our iniquities. There has never been but one way to be cleansed from sin and that is by the blood of Jesus. We aren't saved by doing bet​ter or by turning over a new leaf, but by trusting Him Who died and wiped out our sins with His blood. Trust Him, my friends.

"The Cleansing of Sin"

One of the sweetest and most im​portant things in our lives that we will ever know is the cleansing of sin. Isaiah was a sinner like you and I and every human being. He realized his sin and he was in distress. Then he got rid of his sin and received cleans​ing from it and peace, so from that time on he could serve God.

You and I can't serve God without peace. That is why most people who profess Christ don't serve the Lord. They don't have peace. They don't know their sins are forgiven. I must know my sins are forgiven before I can serve.

Most people have it all mixed up and think their service will get them saved or help Jesus save them. No. We are saved by grace, alone. God does the entire thing. It is not of ourselves. It is "not of works." Ephesians 2:8-9. "For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works lest any man should boast." Please get those words in your mind. God says plainly that salvation is "not of yourselves," so don't look at yourself to have anything to do with getting to heaven. You have nothing to do with it. There is no work that you can do to obtain it. Being reli​gious, paying your tithe, building churches, giving to the poor, being true to your wife---there is nothing in the world you can do to be saved. It is "not of yourself" and it is "not of works." That is very plain.

"God's Gift"

Then, on the positive side, "it is the gift of God. "God is giving the gift of salvation to people. If it is a gift, then it is not of myself; it is "not of works." The gift comes from some​body else to me. Another person, named God, gives me salvation. It doesn't come from another human being and I don't give it to myself.

Once in a while, I will give myself a gift. I love chocolates very, very much, so once in a while I will buy myself a box of chocolate just for me. I put it in the icebox and have trouble eating just one at a time. Be kind to yourself. Give yourself a gift now and then. Be nice to yourself. I can​not give myself salvation. I cannot save my soul.

Salvation is not a gift of a human being. No human being can save me or help me be saved. Not one. That is the error of people who are de​pending on preachers, teachers, or someone else for their salvation. It isn't there.  

If salvation is not of myself, and not of another human being, then where does salvation come from? It comes from another Being, but a Divine Being. We call Him God. God, Christ, and the Holy Spirit all have to do with salvation. Christ is specifically the Savior. God is called, "God, Our Savior" in the Bible, because He is the One Who planned it all. Jesus is the One Who executed it at the cross. The Holy Spirit is the One Who applies it to our hearts when we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

"See the Lord"

We must understand what salvation really is. We have it in Isaiah 6:6-7. In Isaiah's distress, he said. "Mine eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts." I have seen God Almighty. I have seen the God Who made the sun, moon, and stars. The result is that I see myself as an undone, com​ing apart, ruined human being." It is absolutely essential to see God, know Who He is. We can only know Him as revealed in the Bible.

Then Isaiah saw his sins being cleansed. We read in verses 6-7, "Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar. And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged." How wonderful that is!

Notice that cleansing of sin does not come until we see God. Isaiah had gone to the temple many times in his life, but he hadn't seen this. Other people were there, but they didn't see it. There came a time when Isaiah personally saw the Lord as He is in all of His holiness, high and lifted up. The result of that sight was convic​tion and distress. Distress will come when a person sees the Lord.

As long as a person thinks he is pretty good and not a sinner, he will not come to Christ, the Bible, and salvation. Most people do not believe they are sinners and they do not see themselves as lost, but a Christian sees his sin more than anybody else. I see my sins now, after 64 years of walking with God, as I never saw them before, but I thank God that they are cleansed. I found the cleans​ing that Isaiah found.

The minute Isaiah saw the Lord, he was convicted of his sin and was thrown into deep distress. He didn't defend himself any longer as being good or meriting salvation.

"Not of Works"

"Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal in his hand." The first thing we learn here is the truth that Paul wrote about in Ephesians. Salvation is not of our​selves, nor of our works. As you read verse 6 carefully, notice that Isaiah does absolutely nothing. He is pas​sive in all of this.

Most people say, "I have to do something to be saved." No. God has to do something to you for you to be saved, not you to God. There is noth​ing you can do. It is "not of your​selves." It is not what you can work or do.

When Isaiah cried out, "Woe is me!" and faced the fact that he was a sinner, then God did something at that very moment. He flew one of the seraphims (an angelic being) unto him. There was heaven coming to Isaiah, not Isaiah getting up to heaven. Before I can do anything for God, I must let Him do something for me on the inside, in my mind.

"Acknowledge Your Sins"

Notice the moment of cleansing. "Then"---The moment Isaiah saw himself as lost and undone was the moment God could cleanse him. Till he did this, God couldn't save him. How many people go to church and never face the fact of their sins and go away just as dirty and lost as when they came in? It is only when we acknowledge our sins that God can cleanse us. "Then flew one of the seraphims." It wasn't Isaiah doing anything. The Lord did it all for him.

"A Place of Sacrifice" 

Notice what God did and what it took to cleanse him from sin. He took "a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the altar." The altar was a place of sac​rifice in the Old Testament. Throughout the Old Testament we see the use of altars. When Noah came out of the ark, he built an altar to the Lord. When Adam and Eve were driven out of Eden by God because of the sin of fallen humanity, they immediately built an altar to the Lord. We learn from the dawn of the human race that "without the shed​ding of blood of an innocent victim, there is no forgiveness of sin for the sinner." That altar meant an animal had died---the innocent for the guilty pointing to the innocent Christ dying for us, guilty sinners.

They used animals in the Old Tes​tament days. Animals can't take away the guilt of sin, but God permitted that until Christ came and did it. Animal life does not have the value of Christ's life or of our lives. It takes better blood than that of an animal to cleanse me from sin, so God had to do it. That is what Christ did.

So we learn very plainly that the innocent died for the guilty. On the altar, that little animal "was killed and its blood was sprinkled around the altar and its body was laid up on the fire. It was burned to a crisp. The live coals from off the altar were sacred, because it was a place of cleansing of sin. It is a picture of the cross.

At Calvary, Jesus went to a cross. That was our altar. That is the place where our sins were done away with. He “put away sin by the sacrifice of himself” (Hebrews 9:26). Write that reference beside Isaiah 6:7 in your Bible, for that is exactly what hap​pened to Isaiah 2,500 years before the writer of Hebrews wrote it rela​tive to our forgiveness with the blood of Jesus that He shed on that cross. That is why the cross is sacred to the believer.

How many people wear crosses around their necks, or sing about the cross, or preach about the cross and don't even know what it means? The essential meaning of the cross is "a place where the innocent die for the guilty (the sinless for the sinner)." God says, "For the wages of sin is death (always)" (Romans 6:23). Somebody has to die for my sins and yours and every human being's. Ani​mals cannot do it because it is not acceptable. The only blood that can take away my sins is the blood of God. That is what Jesus Christ came into the human race and became a man to do. Being absolutely perfect, God in the flesh, He went to the cross. I Peter 2:24 says, "Who his own self (Jesus) bare our sins in his own body on the tree (the cross)." He wiped out my sins and I am saved by faith in Him.

What if God were to come down and say to you today, "Your iniquity is taken away, and your sin is purged (abolished)"? You wouldn't worry about your salvation any more for​ever, would you? You could go on with a released, comforted, peaceful heart in the service of God, knowing the sin question is settled. Well, my friends, you can have the same assur​ance that Isaiah had. Believe God's Word. How wonderful to know this. 

"Forgiveness of Sin"

Isaiah received the knowledge of forgiveness of sin. Isaiah 6:8, "Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I, send me." And the Lord said, "Go, and tell this people," and Isaiah did. The remaining chapters of this tremen​dous book of 66 chapters deal with the remarkable life of a man who served God devotedly with a very wonderful service. He could not have done it if he had not known that his sins were forgiven.

The rest of Isaiah's life depended upon these words "Thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin purged." God told that to Isaiah. God has told me that. God tells this to every born again believer. Some of us believe Him, and go on to a life of service, rejoicing in a finished salvation. Oth​ers never understand that it is fin​ished. They are groaning, crying, and worrying about their sins and their condition before God. They never have any assurance or peace that it is all settled. You can have this peace. I hope you will see that today.

God bless you for now and good​bye.
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