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Romans 10:9

Now, friends, turn with me to Romans 10:9, and we are studying CONVERSION. You cannot consider a subject more important to you than that of CONVERSION. Have you been converted? If you haven't, you cannot go to heaven. If you haven't, you are facing the Judgment. If you haven't, God's Word very plainly says that you are on your way to hell. I didn't say that; the BIBLE says it. Unconverted people are going to hell, and only CONVERTED people are going to heaven, that isn't a pleasant thing to say, but, beloved, a man of God is not SUPPOSED to fool people. A man of God is supposed to have compassion. He is supposed to LOVE people. And if the Bible is so (and it is), and if there is a God in heaven (and there is a God in heaven), and if this Bible is His Word (and it is His Word), and if Jesus told the truth (and He did tell the truth), then ALL UNCONVERTED PEOPLE are going to hell. Therefore NOTHING is more important to you, or to your son or daughter or father or mother or husband or wife, then THIS QUESTION: Have you been con​verted to God? Jesus said, "EXCEPT YE BE CONVERTED, you cannot en​ter the kingdom of heaven. You cannot get in."

To be converted, WE MUST BE​LIEVE on Christ in our heart AND CONFESS HIM with our mouths.

Someone is saying to me, "I cannot accept Christ until my circumstances are changed." Some people stay away from conversion, from confessing Christ, though they believe on Him to some degree in their hearts, because they say their "circumstances" are not conducive to living the Christian life. "When my circumstances change, I am going to change and confess Christ and be saved. I cannot be a Christian in the place where I work! I cannot be a Christian in the circumstances where I live. The people and conditions that surround me are such that I cannot live the Christian life. If these were dif​ferent, I could accept Christ."

My friends, this is a delusion. You CAN be a Christian, right where you are! You don't need a new place to live the Christian life; you need A NEW HEART. A new suit does not change a thief into an honest man. A beautiful gown does not transform a woman of shame to a woman of puri​ty. If my car doesn't run properly, the trouble is not with the surroundings, but with the motor! It needs an over​haul, a change under the hood. You can paint my car all you please, but if something is wrong with the motor, it is not going to run. You need a new HEART, not a new environment. It isn't your circumstances that keep you from CHRIST.

You say, "What must I DO to be saved? What must I do to keep out of hell, and save me from the judgment to come, and give me power to live the Christian life and give me peace now and hereafter?"

God's answer is, "BELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND THOU SHALT BE SAVED." This was the answer that the servant of God gave to a lost man, the Philippian jailer, who wanted desperately to be converted. When he was soundly converted, he washed the bloody stripes he had put upon the back of Paul and his friend. How to keep out of the fire? BE​LIEVE, with all your heart and soul, ON THE LORD JESUS, with a belief that will confess Him openly and con​stantly as Saviour and Lord.

"But what about the New Birth?" Don't let that trouble you. THAT is God's Business! YOUR business is to BELIEVE; God's business is to give you the New Birth. Christ came down from heaven and DIED---FOR---YOU---​that YOU might escape the penalty of your sins. YOUR part is to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and confess Him. Then, God says, thou shalt be saved. You leave GOD'S work to HIM; YOU do YOUR work and rest on the promises of God.

"But what about hypocrites in the church? The church is full of them!" I answer you, Christ will take care of the hypocrites if they are there, Hypocrites are going to hell, and if you don't want to SPEND ETERNITY with hypocrites, you'd better come into Christ's Church where you will have to be with them only a little while! There will certainly be no hypocrites in heaven. Actually, this idea of "I'll accept Christ when the hypocrites are all out of the church," is foolish and simply a sham. A man doesn't worry about hypocrites when he gets right with God. He then is concerned about helping others to Christ.

"Can I be a Christian and go to heaven without joining a church? You can set out to WALK from here to California. You might make it, but who wants to go that way, with air​planes and trains ready to take you in comfort and ease? You might say you are going to swim to Europe; but there is an easier way to go, on giant vessels that ply the oceans, such as the Queen Elizabeth and the United States and other great sea-going vessels. There are planes that span the ocean over​night. To want to be a Christian with​out joining the church is like saying, "Can I have marriage with being mar​ried?" Or, "Can I be strong and well without eating food?" No. I doubt the salvation of a man who says that. A man who is SAVED will want to get into the church and be with God's peo​ple, as soon as he is saved.

"I'll wait," someone says, "until I know all about the Bible."

Then you'll never be saved! No man knows all about the Divine Nature. God. No man knows all about God. No man knows all about the New Birth. Even Jesus didn't EXPLAIN it. Nobody knows all about the Divine Nature. Nobody knows all about the Holy Spirit. Nobody knows all about Prayer. In fact, I have been walking with God for thirty years, and the older I get the more I realize that what I do know is only a fraction, almost NOTHING. But what I DO KNOW is TREASURE; beyond anything I have in this world! The fact is that the most learned Christians know very LITTLE, but, thank God, they KNOW THEY ARE SAVED. And this is priceless! Do you say, "I don't know all about electricity, so I won't turn on the lights"? Or, "I don't know all about an automobile motor, so I won't drive"? "I don't know all about how vegetables grow from a seed and all about farming, so I won't eat"? Everybody would say you were insane.

Some people think they can be saved only on their knees at a mourners' bench, but I have seen people saved while sitting in their seats in a church meeting.

Some people think they must beg God for hours and hours in agonizing prayer, for salvation; but God says, "Simply believe." He doesn't even say you are saved by praying. Prayer is an element in it. Prayer certainly follows real salvation. Sometimes it COMES by praying. But actually, it is BELIEV​ING that saves you. You don't have to be on your knees. You don't even have to pray! All you have to do is BE​LIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, and you are saved.

Some people think they must afflict their bodies with sleepless nights and be miserable and mournful and spend days in agony.

Others think that unless they SHOUT they are not saved.

I have nothing to say against such people. I rejoice in people BEING SAVED, whatever way they come to Christ. But I want people to SEE that THEY CAN BE SAVED without any demonstration, fuss, fanfare, noise, and ex​ternal display. I have seen people con​verted as quietly as the dawn of day! The sun doesn't come up with thunder; it just comes up and beams over the earth, dispelling the darkness. These people live a godly, consistent Christi​an life thereafter. In fact, God says that the Christian life is like a path. "The path of the righteous is as the dawning light that shines more and more unto the perfect day." If a mother shouts when her boy or girl is saved, or if a wife cries when her hus​band comes to the Lord, do you think I would call for the police to arrest them for disturbing the peace? No. My heart goes out to them! I rejoice with those that rejoice, and weep with those that weep. But you don't have to weep or shout to be saved. I thank God for the man who comes quietly---but COMES. And I thank God also for the man who comes with great emotion. What I want you to see is that you can be saved instantaneously. Some people you would never get to a tent meeting. They would never kneel down in the sawdust. They would not sing or shout, they are of that temperament.

Think of the various conversions in the Bible. Jesus passed by a group of fishermen mending their nets, and He said, "Follow Me," and Peter, James and John arose and quietly forsook their nets, and their father's house, and FOLLOWED HIM. They were CON​VERTED! Think of that.

How long did it take Matthew to be converted? As he was sitting at his tax desk, Jesus passed by and said to him, "Follow Me" and Matthew was CHANGED instantly from a thieving tax collector to a real servant of the LORD. He was CONVERTED. He took Jesus to his home, prepared a feast, and gathered his friends together. He wanted THEM to be converted, too. You can be saved just that quickly. You never could have made Nicodemus kneel in sawdust under a tent. He was quiet, cautious, and even sought the Lord at night when nobody was around. Jesus didn't turn him down. He told him how to be born again---a man who came to Him in the night, afraid someone would see him.

How long does it take to be saved? A year? No. A month? No. A week? No. After hours of agony and strug​gling? No! You can be saved NOW, THIS MOMENT! God says, "Acknowl​edge your transgressions Acknowledge that you have sinned against the Lord." How long does it take to admit you have sinned? When you admit your sin, and put your TRUST IN JESUS, you are SAVED. God says, "Return unto Me, and I will return unto you." How long does it take to TURN AROUND? Matthew was sitting in his chair, lost one minute and from the time he got up out of his chair and stood to his feet, he was SAVED. That MOMENT he was saved. It didn't take long, agonizing days and sleepless, miserable nights to be saved.

Listen to the testimonies of men who have been used of God, great powers for God. You don't believe in in​stantaneous conversions? Billy Sunday was sitting on a Chicago curbstone with five other baseball players listen​ing to the music and testimonies of a band of workers from the Pacific Garden Mission when his soul was deeply moved, and after prayer with Mrs. Clark of the Mission, he made the great decision to be a CHRISTIAN. He became one of the most powerful evangelists the world has ever known.

Moody accepted Christ when his Sunday School teacher came into the store where he was selling shoes and asked him to become a Christian. He decided then and there for Christ. He was quietly and thoroughly SAVED, and God used him to win thousands of souls in Britain and America.

Charles G. Finney, one of the great evangelists of all time, realizing his need of God went into the woods to pray, and there he gave his heart and life to God and was gloriously SAVED. Sam Jones, the drunkard, knelt be​side the deathbed of his father, gave his heart to Christ, and arose a saved man and became a mighty power for God.

My friend, YOU can be converted INSTANTLY, in a second of time. You remember the little man who was so short of stature and so insignificant that he had to climb up in a tree to see Jesus as He was passing by? Jesus knew the eagerness of his HEART, and He looked up in the tree and said to him, "Zaccheus, come down, for to​day I must abide at thy house." That man, from the time he climbed up that tree, till the time he descended that tree, was CONVERTED. He climbed up UNSAVED; he climbed down SAVED, a child of God!

That's how quickly YOU can be saved, my friend---instantaneously. You can be CONVERTED RIGHT NOW. If you BELIEVE in your heart in the Lord Jesus, and if you are willing to CONFESS Him, this moment, AS YOUR SAVIOUR, on the authority of God's Word I tell you, you can this moment be SAVED. Won't you just now ACCEPT HIM as your Saviour? Then won't you CONFESS Him as your Saviour and Lord, willingly and openly and publicly? Confess Him to your husband when he comes home tonight. Confess Him to your wife, to your chil​dren. Go to your next door neighbor and say, "I have accepted Jesus as my Saviour." Go unashamedly. Don't EV​ER be ashamed of JESUS! You want Him to stand up for YOU on the Other Side; you stand up for HIM down here now. You want HIM to confess YOU then; you confess Him here and now.

I hope this study of CONVERSION has been as much blessing to you as it has been to my own heart. Check up and see: Have you been converted to Christ? If not, accept Him NOW. Be​lieve on Him NOW. Then go and TELL somebody, no matter who it is, "I have just accepted JESUS as my Saviour, and I know I am saved BECAUSE GOD SAYS SO in His Word." The joy of salvation will flood your heart. Then go on confessing Him and living for Him as your Saviour and Lord!
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