CONCERNING THE SIN QUESTION
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First Epistle of John

Man calls sin an accident; God calls it an abomination.

Man calls sin a blunder; God calls it a blight.

Man calls sin a chance; God calls it a choice.

Man calls sin a defect; God calls it a disease.

Man calls sin an error; God calls it enmity.

Man calls sin fascination; God calls it fatality.

Man calls sin infirmity; God calls it iniquity.

Man calls sin luxury; God calls it lawlessness.

Man calls sin a trifle; God calls it a tragedy.

Man calls sin a mistake; God calls it madness.

Man calls sin a weakness; God calls it willfulness.

Whatever you may think about sin, I want to remind you that the First Epistle of John deals with the sin question very definitely, and John tells plainly that Christ is the only answer, that He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world.

John deals also with the word FELLOWSHIP. We read in this wonderful epistle that truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. John says, "What we have heard we declare unto you that ye also may have fellowship with us. Our Fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ." "Fellowship." It is an amazing statement. There is one thing about fellowship in the family of God and that is that it cannot be carried on without the sin- question being settled. The sin‑question has got to be settled if we are going to have fellowship one with another and with God.

God says that if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. God holds before us the goal of sinlessness! "My little children, I write unto you that ye SIN NOT." But He tells us that if we do sin, it is not hopeless; we have an Advocate with the Father. Jesus represents us up there. He has already paid for our sins. He is the Propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but for the sins of the whole world, and that as we confess our sins constantly; He is faithful and just to forgive us. Fellowship, then, is dependent on keeping the sin-question settled, and the only way we can keep it settled is by coming to God claiming the Blood of Christ for cleansing, and making our confession. Confession brings forgiveness. The minute we confess our sins, we ARE forgiven. That is the statement of God.

Then chapter three, verse 4: "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth the law, for sin is the transgression of the law." Literally, sin is "lawlessness,” a refusal to yield and submit to the law of God. That's what sin is. That's the essence of sin. Now let's go back for a moment and see. You remember that Adam and Eve were walking with God in that beautiful place called the Garden of Eden, the Garden of Pleasantness and Beauty. Everything was lovely there. There was no sin, suffering, nor death. Man was in perfect fellowship with God. Man had no feeling of condemnation, no sense of any wrong. Conscience evidently did not exist at that time, for there was nothing to disturb his conscience. Everything was right, one with another, and with God. And then, you remember, God gave a simple command: "Thou shalt not eat of the Tree of Life which is in the center of the Garden. Thou shalt not eat of it, for in the day that thou eatest thereof, thou shalt die (a Hebrew expression meaning, “Thou shalt most surely, most positively die.)” It was a simple command. But what did Eve do? She definitely and deliberately, and Adam with her, disobeyed the command of God. It was a refusal to submit to God's laws, refusal to recognize God's laws and obey them.

Isn't that what we are seeing about us in America today? God's laws are being flaunted. America hasn't any "Lord's Day" anymore---that amounts to very much. Only a small group of real Christian people observe the Lord's Day anymore. The great masses in New York City, Chicago, Detroit, never darken any church door. It's true also in Atlanta and other places. Any refusal to obey God is sin. You take the other great commands of God against stealing and adultery and lying and covetousness, and all the other great commands of God, and you'll find men disobeying them flagrantly. They don't care anything about them. God's law says that man should obey His laws and there is a penalty if he doesn't obey. It is sin---any refusal to submit to the laws of God.

So "Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth the law." He steps over the law. He cuts across the law. He refuses to let the law be the boundary of his action and thought, and so forth. He steps right over. That is what transgress means---to go across. He goes across God's law. He violates it. He steps across the boundary. And the minute he does, he is under judgment. "Whosoever committeth sin transgresses the law, because sin is the transgression of the law." More simply, sin is lawlessness. Sin is the refusal to recognize that God has given us moral laws and that we are to read those laws and obey them to the best of our ability. So that leads us to the conclusion that if a person claims to love God, and is not willing to read His Word and seek to live it, such a person is lawless, a sinner in the eyes of God.

Now chapter three, verse 5. "He was manifested (that is Jesus) to take away our sins and in Him is no sin." Isn't it wonderful to know that there is One Person Who has no sin? In the first chapter we learned that if we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. We are being led astray. We are kidding ourselves. It isn't true. It's a hypocritical attitude because we do have sin. But, in HIM is no sin! Jesus never sinned. He never knew what it was to think wrong. He didn't know what it was to see wrong, to speak wrong, to hear wrong, to do wrong. Not the Lord Jesus. Everything He ever thought of, or saw, or heard, or did, was absolutely right. It was GOOD. Say, isn't that wonderful? And the sweet thing about it is that someday we are going to be like Him! Hallelujah. You can always tell a real child of God by that. You can tell whether you are really saved or not by that. If you really, in your heart, exult in the fact that SOMEDAY (and not too far distant!) you are going to see Him, and be just like Him, in His moral purity---without sin, absolutely perfect, no conscience of condemnation or guilt---if that's the delight of your heart, I tell you, you've been born again.

Jesus was "manifested." Why did Jesus come into this world? He came to take away our sins. "Our" sins, notice. In Him there was NO sin. The Sinless One came for the sinful. He was manifested to take our sins away. DO you believe He did it? Oh, it's so simple, this Gospel! Well, if He accomplished what He came to do, then your sins ARE taken away. YOU can't take them away. There's nothing in the world you can do about them but just confess them to Him, that's all, and depend on HIM to take them away. He's already DONE it. He has TAKEN them away! 

All you've got to do is claim it. Of course, it's no good to you if you don't claim it. You may have a million dollars in the bank, but it's no good to you till you go claim it. You have to go and take that money out. And so it is with this wonderful taking away of your sins. It is no good to you till you come to claim CHRIST. You've got to do it. In Him was no sin; HE came TO TAKE AWAY our sins. Let me repeat that in chapter two it was the SINS OF THE WHOLE WORLD that He came to take away. The whole world includes YOU. There's no way you can get out of that. It doesn't make any difference how much you doubt, you can't get around that fact. He came to take away THE SINS of the whole world, and He did it on the Cross. That means YOURS. 

He settled your sin‑question forever. It can never be brought up against you if you claim Him as your Saviour and Lord. That's why He was manifested. That’s what He came to do. He finished the job. You remember His prayer just before He died. "Father, I have finished the work Thou gavest me to do." He finished the job. He took away your sins and the sins of every person in the world. Say, isn't it wonderful to study the sin‑question in First John?

Now again, in chapter three, verse 6: "Whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not, but whosoever sinneth, hath not seen Him, neither known Him."

"Ah," you say, "Preacher, I found a contradiction in the Bible! In First John one, he says if we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. He says that every Christian has some sin, and if a Christian says he has no sin, he deceives himself. But this passage says that whosoever abideth in Him SINNETH NOT, and whosoever sinneth has not seen Him, neither  known Him. That's a contradiction. In one passage---chapter one---he says every Christian has sin. Then in chapter three he says that anybody WHO SINS hasn't seen Him, neither known Him."

You know, that's where the study of the original languages comes in very, very clearly. You'll find in some of the best Bibles, particularly the Scofield Reference Bible, that in the margin are some passages that make this very, very clear. The word "sinneth,” here in verse 6, is the Greek present participle and carries with it the sense of continuous action. Literally translated, it is, "Whosoever KEEPETH ON sinning hath not seen Him, neither known Him." That is, whosoever keeps on in a state of sin. In the life of a real Christian sin is broken up, sin is not the usual thing, sin is the thing that is liable to slip in, and is more or less an intruder; whereas, in an unsaved person, sin is constant in the life of the individual. So "Whosoever KEEPETH ON SINNING," lives a life of sin, unremittingly in sin, hath not seen Him, neither known Him. The person who keeps on in the same old life of sin has never met the Lord Jesus Christ, because when you meet Jesus, sin is a sorrow to you, sin grieves you because it nailed your Saviour to the Cross. Sin isn't the common thing in your life; it is the uncommon thing, because fellowship with the Lord Jesus as your Saviour and your Lord drives sin out.

Then in chapter three, verse 8. comes another passage that has tripped up many people. "He that committeth sin is of the devil, and the devil sinneth from the beginning." A real Christian may read that passage and say, "I know I've sinned since I've been saved. I know I've had evil thoughts. I've done wrong things. I've had temper and anger (and maybe profanity) and other things. I've slipped up. So maybe I've never been saved. God may leave me alone and have nothing to do with me" Listen. Don't you believe that for a single moment! What God's Word says here is that ANYONE WHO IS CONTINUALLY DOING SIN is of the devil. It means ONE KEEPS ON DOING SIN, in an uninterrupted life of sin. With a Christian, sin has been interrupted in his life, and righteousness becomes the common thing. Sin has to break in. But with an unsaved person, sin is the common thing and the righteous acts are rare. So you see the difference between the real child of God and the unsaved.

Then in verse 9, we read, "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin." The wrong interpretation of these three verses ‑ 3, 6, 9 ‑ has caused more misunderstanding and false teaching, I suppose, than any other passages in God's Word. Some people claim to have sinless perfection; others say a holy life is impossible and therefore make little spiritual progress in that direction. Well, the Greek text is very plain. "Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin." "Whosoever is born of God does not keep on sinning." "Born of God" is the Greek perfect, meaning, "He became born of God, and he still is, God's child." So it is wonderful that whoever has God's seed in him will hate sin and seek to please Him. It will give you peace if you meditate on these things---that our fellowship is with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ, and that through His cleansing Blood, we may have the forgiveness of sins, and that we can depend upon the LORD to bring us to heaven forgiven because He settled our sin‑question completely for us. If you have never put your trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, to be your own personal Saviour and Lord, will you do it today? Turn yourself over to Him completely, to take care of you through this life and safely home to heaven. The promise is, "Him that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out." Will you do it?
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