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Romans 8:17

SUFFERING will bring a CROWN OF GLORY. Do not fix your thoughts on present suffering, but look beyond this present life to the time when all suffer​ing will be over. There will be a crown in eternity for those that suffered with the Lord Jesus Christ, suffered for His Name's sake, suffered for His Kingdom, suffered for standing firm as a child of God, suffered for doing right, suffered for preaching the Word of God un​ashamed and unafraid, for NEVER GIV​ING UP!

Romans 8:17 says that if we suffer with Him, we shall also reign with Him.  But the unsaved will suffer in the next world. They will suffer the vengeance of eternal fire.

Oh, I'd rather go on with the Lord Jesus Christ, no matter what suffering it may cost in this life, than to suffer the vengeance of eternal fire in the next world. Eternal fire is waiting for those who reject Him and do not love Him and do not trust Him.

How many times have you said to yourself, “My temptations are great? My sufferings are great.” Listen, God will not let you be tempted (tested) above that ye are able, but with every test He will make a way of escape in order that you may be able to bear it. In other words, “God never puts any more on us than we will be able to bear.” He will not crush His saints.

Paul

Paul, you remember, speaks of “the fellowship of His sufferings.” Now one of these days we are going to Heaven. We read of “fellowships” down here, groups that come together and have something in common. But I believe that up in Heaven there is going to be a group who has suffered for the Lord Jesus, and some of the rest of us, who haven't suffered for the Lord Jesus, are not going to be in that fellowship! The FELLOWSHIP of His SUFFERINGS there is a little group around the Lord Jesus who are nearer to Him than any other group. They are the ones who have suffered, in a measure, as He suffered here in this world.

Friends, if you haven't been suffering for Him, and in His Name, you may still enter into it.

A lady in great physical suffering said to me, “Preacher, you just don't know!” That's right. And when we get to Heaven, Paul and some of the others who have suffered greatly for Him and for souls, will say to the Christians who haven't suffered, “You just don't know!” Only those who have suffered will be able to understand, will be able to enter into that fellowship.

Moses

Moses, you remember, chose to “suffer affliction” with the people of God rather than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea​son. Why? Because he looked unto the recompense of the reward! He looked toward that day when all suffering would be over for the child of God. He keeps his eye on that city beyond where the sav​ed would enjoy Heaven and it's felicity throughout eternity.

Christ

In the Book of Hebrews, chapter 2, we read that Christ “was made perfect” through suffering. That doesn't mean, “made morally perfect.” Christ was al​ready morally perfect. He never did sin. This means He “was brought to His ap​pointed end.” Now what was Christ's appointed end? He came TO BE THE SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD. He couldn't be the Saviour and High Priest of a lost, ruined humanity without being sympathetic. Sympathy comes through suffering. Until you really enter into and feel those things from which people are suffering, you don't really sympathize with them. The one who understands suffering is the one who also has suffer​ed. The sufferings of Jesus made Him the great, sympathetic High Priest. He could say, “Child of God, I know your testing and trials. I was tested in all points on earth as you are, yet without sin. I can sympathize with you in the midst of your trial.” Christ was made perfect, was brought to His appointed end THROUGH SUFFERING. This is true of you and me. Somehow we are nearer to God if we suffer. If you are not near to God, perhaps it is because you haven't suffered. People who have suffered get nearer to God than those who do not suffer. I have seen that everywhere I've gone.

I have noticed many a flippant, world​ly Christian; when affliction came, I saw them reach out to get hold of God!

I am thinking now of a lady who was careless and worldly. Suddenly God reached down and took her baby out of her arms. That lady threw away her worldliness in a hurry! She got down on her knees. She prayed. She sought the Lord with all her heart. Today she is an earnest Christian, on fire for God. In a recent revival meeting she led her husband to the Lord Jesus Christ. Her home is happy now. “Made perfect” through suffering. Through the time of trial, her home was brought to the ap​pointed end of being united in Christ, straightened out, and brought nearer to God. It came THROUGH SUFFERING. Many a soul today THANKS GOD for some suffering they have had.

We read of the sufferings of Christ in the Old Testament, in Isaiah 53. There is the prophetic description of His an​guish and agony. Read also Psalm 69 and 22. Christ SUFFERED for sin!  The Just suffering for the unjust, that He might bring us to God! If our Saviour suffered, FOR US, why shouldn’t we suf​fer in this present life, knowing that soon the suffering will be over forever? At death or at the coming of the Lord, all suffering will end. It's only a short while till eternity.

“Ye are partakers of Christ's suffer​ings.” This statement is found in I Peter 4:13. It's a wonderful statement! To be a SHARER of the sufferings of the Son of God! Listen, Christian, do you love Christ? Do you? If you are a child of God, you will count it a privilege to en​ter into such a fellowship with your Lord and Saviour. Any child of God who really loves Him, and thinks of His an​guish as He hung upon the Cross, the Just for the unjust, would LIKE TO HAVE HAD THE COURAGE TO SUF​FER WITH HIM. A real child of God wants to have more and more in common with the Lord Jesus.

I heard a man of God say that he loved his boy so much that if his boy should he sentenced to Hell, he would ask God to let him take the sentence himself, if possible, and let the boy go free. That is love, friends.

Now if you and I love the Lord Jesus, don't we want to share His sufferings? He is still suffering! Oh, no, not on the Cross, that is over. But Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever, and AS LONG AS THERE IS A LOST SOUL IN THIS WORLD, JESUS WILL BE SUFFERING. As long as there is anybody hungry, as long as there are any widows and orphans, as long as there is war and agony and cold and misery, Jesus cares! He will be suffer​ing! Jesus is suffering right now, over this needy, lost world. You and I may share His suffering by going out and reaching the ones He would reach if He were here on earth. He would have to suffer to reach them, and you and I must suffer to reach them.

Many a time in revival meetings I have seen Christians suffering, trying to win their loved ones to the Lord Jesus Christ. Until they win their lost loved ones, the hearts of real Christians suffer!

Then remember Romans 8:18. Paul says, “Sufferings of this present world are NOT WORTHY TO BE COMPARED with the GLORY that shall be revealed.” Listen. Take all the sufferings that any child of God has had; take all the suf​ferings that ALL the children of God have had; put them all together, and they cannot even COMPARE, in measure, with the GLORY that will be in Eternity! All suffering is not worthy of comparison with BEING WITH THE LORD THROUGH ETERNITY! It is as though Paul is saying, “Don't even talk about suffering! You just don't know what is ahead!” So, friends, When we must suf​fer, let us not keep our mind on that suf​fering, but let us look full into the future and the glory He has gone to prepare for those who love Him.

Let us take this passage and memorize it and think on it, and chew it up! Once we get this truth well fixed in our hearts, we won't mind a little suffering; We'll look with delight to the glory ahead.

Then don't forget Philippians 3:8. This is another passage you will want to memorize. Paul says there that he counted all things but LOSS for the ex​cellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, “For Whom,” he says, “I have suffered the loss of all things and count them but dung that I might win Christ.” Glorious words! He is saying, “I have given up all for Jesus. I am crucified to the world and the world is crucified to me. I turn my back on everything that men of the world count worth having. They say that I am a fool. But I am not a fool, for in exchange for the passing glory of this world, I HAVE CHRIST.”

You say, “Why go into all that? Why talk about giving up the things of this life?” Listen, I'd rather have the Lord Jesus Christ than all the worldly pleas​ures in this present evil world. I'd rather have Jesus than anything this world af​fords today. Paul gave up the whole world, that he might win Christ. In eternity, brother, you will find out it wasn't a good bargain to give up Christ, and take the world! It is not a good bargain to SACRIFICE CHRIST in or​der to have a few passing pleasures in this present wicked world! Are you let​ting anything keep you from THE GREATEST TREASURE? When you have Christ, you have everything! When God gave us Christ, He gave us every​thing He had! To do without Christ is to do without everything God has for us! Paul says he gave up everything in order to win CHRIST, the GREATEST OF TREASURES.

Remember, too, I Peter 4:1. “He that suffered in the flesh ceased from sin.” What does that mean? It means that one of the best ways to stop sinning is to suffer in the flesh. You never see a sick man going around doing wicked things and living in evil, if he has any wisdom at all. Sickness cuts into the flesh. Suffering cuts into the flesh. Physical affliction makes us think of spiritual things. Oh, there are blessings untold that come from suffering.  In I Peter 3:18 we read that Christ hath once suffered for sin, TO BRING US TO GOD. Jesus suffered for OUR sake, to bring us to God. Are we willing to suffer, as Christians, FOR OTHERS?

Crowns

I don't want to close with the thought of suffering, because the Word of God has something in addition to say. Jesus said, “Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee the crown of life.” The Bible speaks of several CROWNS to be rewarded after this life is over. Listen to these crowns

I Cor. 9:25. “And every man that striveth for the mastery (that is, contends in the game) is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a corrupt​ible crown, but we are INCORRUPT​IBLE. I therefore so run, not as un​certainly; so fight I, not as one that beat​eth the air; but I keep my body under and bring it into subjection, lest by any means when I have preached to others, I myself should be cast away." Christian, we ought to live with all our might for Jesus! There is an incorruptible crown awaiting us! In a few years, you'll for​get all the crowns that this earth awards; but the man who lives for God, running the race for God, living the holy, separat​ed, godly life, will obtain an INCOR​RUPTIBLE crown. Incorruptible means that it will never perish, never pass way. All the crowns of earth will fade into the dust, whether they be of monarchs or of runners in the Olympic games. They will all pass away. But the man that lives for God, that runs a good, strong race to the end of his life, faithful to Jesus, winning souls to the Lord, will have a crown given to him that will NEVER PASS AWAY.

Then there is the crown of REJOIC​ING. I Thess. 2:19. “What is our joy or crown of rejoicing? Are not even YE, in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming; ye are our glory and our joy.” Do you want the Crown of Rejoic​ing in Heaven? Then go out and win some souls! Those souls will meet you in Heaven and will be your crown. They will say, “Thank you for leading me to Jesus,” and oh, friends, they will be your joy! They will be our rejoicing! But if you really want to rejoice, go out and win some souls!

The next is the Crown of RIGHT​EOUSNESS. “Henceforth,” says Paul, “there is laid up for me a crown of right​eousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day, and not to me only, BUT TO ALL THEM THAT LOVE HIS APPEARING.” II Tim. 4:8. Christian, are you looking for Jesus? Are you looking for His coming again? Are you living daily in expectation of His Return? Are you really, in your heart, expecting Him at any moment? Are you keeping ready to meet Him? Listen, for YOU, and for all who love His appearing, there is laid up a crown of RIGHTEOUSNESS. In I John 3:2 we read “that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; we shall see Him as He is.” God is going to give us that PERFECT RIGHTEOUSNESS when Jesus comes again.

In James 1:12 we read, “Blessed is the man that endureth temptation, for when he is tried, He shall receive the crown OF LIFE which the Lord has promised to them that love Him.”   The Crown of Life. What sort of life? ETERNAL life. Friend, if you are a child of God, you don't have to worry about death. Death just means slipping into the pres​ence of Jesus and being with Him forever. Oh, do you want that crown? Then LOVE THE LORD. The crown of life is for them who LOVE HIM. Do you love Him? Do you love the God who made you? Do you love the God that gives you every good thing you have?

You may receive eternal life now. “All the fitness He requireth is to feel your need of Him.” Bow your head right where you are, and tell the Lord that you want eternal life. Tell Him you know that it was SIN that nailed Jesus to the Cross--YOUR sin-- and for His sake, you want to give up every known sin, and trust Him, and love Him, from now on, as your own blessed, personal Sa​viour. Ask the Lord to apply that preci​ous blood to your heart and life and to receive you IN CHRIST. Will you do it? God bless you!
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