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Psalm 103

Now, friends, if you have your Bi​bles, I want you to turn with me to Psalm 103. You know, God says in His Word, "Comfort ye, MY PEOPLE, saith the Lord." And, we want to be sure that while we are pleading for those who are unsaved, that GOD'S PEOPLE receive the COMFORT of the Scriptures, as God speaks of it in His Holy Word. We read in the Book of Romans about the COMFORT of the Scriptures. "THAT WE, THROUGH THE COMFORT OF THE SCRIP​TURES MIGHT HAVE ENCOURAGE​MENT IN HOPE." I find that my own heart needs encouragement, so when I am out yonder in revival meetings, I outline the Bible. I get a blessing by going to the Word of God. I read it for my own heart's sake. I say to you now, what I say to our personal work​ers and all the people that I deal with in our campaigns (and I deal with most of those who come to the prayer room) "Don't let a day go by without feeding your soul upon the Word of God. Read the Scriptures and pray. It will keep you close to the Lord."

God wants to comfort His people! One of the things I find in my own heart, as I journey on in the Christian life toward Glory, from day to day, is the COMFORT of God's forgiveness of sin, and I want to speak to you now from one of the greatest passages in the Word of God, one that means very much to me as a sinner, saved by grace. You know, SIN is an awful thing, and as we get older we realize it. Young people a lot of times do not think about sin and its conse​quences, but as we get older, we rea​lize the consequences of sin. If there is a young person listening to me now, let me urge you to THINK, while you're young, about SIN. Don't wait till you get older. THINK about it. Think about its CONSEQUENCES. Think about getting older and facing the fact of SIN. Face it NOW, and live just as clean a life as you can. Above all, live for God!

Now as we get on in life, we recog​nize that we've sinned. A thoughtful person, who knows he must go out and meet GOD, needs peace about the sin​ question. One of the great books of the Bible, one of the great portions of God's Word that is a COMFORT TO

REPENTANT SINNERS, comfort for believing sinners, is Psalm 103. So that's my subject today, "God's Great Comfort For Believing Sinners."

Of course, if you're not a sinner ​if you are a "perfect" person---you don't need this! But if you think you are perfect, you are kidding nobody but yourself. God's Word is true. ALL HAVE SINNED, and continually fall short of the glory of God. Nobody is perfect but God. Your little standard of "sin" might be very small, but if you have GOD'S STANDARD, you'll pray, with the Apostles, "Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us." So, my message today is for intelligent people who recognize the fact of their sins, and we have GOD'S GREAT COMFORT FOR BELIEVING SINNERS. Notice, I said not just "sinners," because God has no comfort for those who do not repent and don't believe. But for BE​LIEVING and REPENTANT sinners, those who recognize that they are sin​ners and are sorry about it and con​cerned about it and come to God about it--‑God has comfort for such people. Those of us who recognize that we have sinned, God has these wonderful words.

Psalm 103. "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name." The Psalmist calls on ALL that is in his being, to BLESS GOD! What's he going to bless God for? "Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and FORGET NOT ALL HIS BENEFITS." You know, the word "benefit" comes from a compound Latin word which means "to do good, or to do well, toward someone." Well, what has God done for us, that we are not to for​get?

The first benefit here is: "Who for​giveth all thine iniquities." There we have the comfort of God for believing sinners! GOD FORGIVES. That's the sweetest thing I know today. God FOR​GIVES. I mean REAL forgiveness! He forgives ALL iniquities. Not just some of them, not a few, not every one ex​cept the one that still disturbs YOU. He includes that one, too. He includes every one in the category of SIN.

Notice, He forgives all THINE ini​quities. That's PERSONAL. We can believe that God forgives somebody else, but do YOU---right now---be​lieve that God forgives YOU? Right NOW, as you confess your sin? You may have confessed sin back yonder two years ago, and it is troubling you now.

I met a lady the other day for whom I pointed out the truth of God's for​giveness. I said; "How long does it take you to forgive your child when he says, `Forgive me, Mother.' Several years?"

She said, "Of course not---instant​ly!"

I said, "Well, God is better than you."

Isn't that wonderful? What a sin, to carry the burden, when we have confessed it to GOD. He forgives all our iniquities PERSONALLY. He has forgiven me MINE. He has forgiven you YOURS if you have confessed them. He forgives all thine INIQUI​TIES, sins, lapses, failures, weaknesses, deliberate sins, known sins, secret sins. He includes every kind of sin you can think about, everything under the term "INIQUITIES." GOD FORGIVES when you and I confess.

Not only does God forgive, but also, in verse 8 we read, "God is merciful." This means that God is FULL of MERCY. There is no lack of mercy in Him. He is PLENTEOUS---enough to cover ALL your sins---in MERCY. I tell you, that is a wonderful thing, that God is FULL OF MERCY. When you think you've run out of mercy with God, and He cannot forgive any longer, remember that He is FULL OF MERCY Psalm 103, verse 8.

The next thing we have about God that is so very wonderful to sinners is verse 9. "He will not always chide, neither will He keep His anger for ever." God does not KEEP His anger. God gets rid of it. God is not like some people who say, "I never forgive and I never forget!" God is not like that. God does not keep his anger forever. Toward those who are His own, that is true. It isn't true of the unsaved. God is angry with the wicked every​day. That's what God says in His Word. But toward His own people, when they confess, God forgives. He doesn't chide. He doesn't keep His anger. He forgives and forgets! Isn't that wonderful?

And then, verse 10. Here we learn a wonderful thing about God. "He hath not dealt with us after our sins, nor re​warded us according to our iniquities." He has not punished our sins, as they DESERVED to be punished. Isn't that a wonderful thing? No "eye‑for‑an‑eye and tooth‑for‑a‑tooth" with God. Not at all. God does not punish us as our sins deserve, nor has He rewarded us according to our iniquities. If God dealt with us AFTER OUR SINS, if He rewarded us ACCORDING TO OUR INIQUITIES, God would have cast us into HELL! God would have banished us from His Presence. God would have shut us out of heaven. God would not have let us have eternal life! But God doesn't deal with us that way. If God rewarded us according to our iniquities and punished us as deserved, there wouldn't be any sinners TWENTY YEARS OLD. There wouldn't be any sinners thirty years old, forty years old, fifty, sixty. There wouldn't be any old sinners stumbling down the street after seventy years of having ignored God, having paid no attention to God, having lived their own selfish, sinful life of unbelief. There wouldn't be any one like that. There wouldn't even be any youthful sinners! The first time we sinned, God would have ban​ished us from His Presence and would have destroyed us. But not so. God doesn't deal with us after our sins nor reward us according to our iniquities. Isn't that a wonderful statement of God? In the CHRISTIAN life, how many times have we failed! But God has taken us by the hand, and lifted us up and put our feet back on the pathway. This is a wonderful, wonderful statement of GOD.

Now in verse 11, we read of the greatness of God's MERCY. "For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is His MERCY toward them that fear Him." Sometimes we think God runs out of mercy, as we recognize our failures, our stumblings, and our sins. But the GREATNESS of His mercy is wonderful. It is AS HIGH AS THE HEAVEN IS ABOVE THE EARTH. You cannot destroy the mercy of God. You cannot fathom the mercy of God. How high is the heaven above the earth? Can you measure it? No. You can take a guided missile and throw it up hundreds of miles into the air by rocket power. But does that reach the heavens? No. How about the stars? Do they touch the heavens? No. Not even the most distant star in this tre​mendous universe. So God's mercy is THAT GREAT, great enough to cover all of our sins when we confess them. God forgives. God has mercy on them that fear Him.

Next we have sin's complete RE​MOVAL from us. When we confess our sins and come before God humbly, God REMOVES our sins from us. They do not stay with us anymore. We are not responsible for them anymore. Sin's complete removal! Verse 12, "As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He REMOVED our transgressions from us." Who is it that removes sin? GOD! You say you're going to do bet​ter. You can't get better. You can't REMOVE PAST SINS. It's a heavy load on your heart, on your conscience on your record. But GOD IS THE RE​MOVER OF SINS. "So far hath He REMOVED OUR TRANSGRESSIONS from us." GOD is the One that re​moves sins! HE is the Great Remover. And, my friend, till you come to God with confession and humility, you'll never know what it means to get rid of your sins. They'll be charged up against you. Only GOD is the Remover.

Now notice He removes transgres​sions. Everything we have done dis​obediently, God removes. He blots it all out. He removes "our" transgres​sions. It's personal. Not somebody else's, but OURS. Mine. Yours. As we confess. Notice the COMPLETE sepa​ration. He completely separates sin from us. A boy in Compton, California, walked out of the prayer room say​ing, "I feel washed." Well, God had removed his sins from him.

"As far as the east is from the west." How far is that? Well, across our nation it is something like 3,000 miles. That's some distance isn't it? Does God remove our sins 3,000 miles away, as far as the East Coast is from the West Coast? No. East and West are in opposite directions. God com​pletely removes our sins from US. They are completely separated from us. They have nothing to do with us, and we have nothing to do with them.  

And you know, God gives that to a child when it begins in this world. God does this for us, before we are ever born. In Romans 9:11, we read, "The children not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of their works, but of God who calleth. It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger." Chil​dren not yet born, or having done any good or evil. Yet God had planned something for them.

Back in the council of eternity, God planned that the sins of the sinner should be removed by the Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. And if you CLAIM that, then JESUS removes your sins, as far as the east is from the west!

And for those of us who believe on Him, well, we're the ones He refers to in Psalm 103---those who fear Him, those who confess their sins. God for​gives such and removes their sins from them.

Notice verse 13. God is a Father. "Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear Him." To those who trust Him, God is like a father, in His attitude toward us. That is, like a normal father. A normal father pitieth his children. You see a father walking along with his little boy, and he holds him by the hand, to hold him up. And, as a father, GOD HOLDS US UP, for He knows our weakness, our frailty, and our sins. The Lord pities. He has sympathy, and love, and unfailing understanding, to​ward those who hold Him in reverence and holy awe.

Now verse 14. "God knoweth our frame. He remembereth that we are dust." He knows infinitely about us. He knows how we are made, how much we can stand, how much pressure be​fore we will collapse. He ought to know; He MADE us. He is our Crea​tor. And He ever remembers that we are simply dust. We are as weak as dust, as unappealing as dust, as help​less as dust, as unprofitable as dust, as humble as dust. Now that's a posi​tion that every one of us ought to rea​lize. We think we're pretty strong! But we aren't. Can dust do anything apart from God? No. Is dust worth anything, apart from God? The answer is No.

In verse 15, we have the transiency or shortness of our earth life. We read these words, "As for man, his days are as grass. As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth." Every man, woman, boy or girl, has DAYS on earth. God speaks of man's life on earth not in years or decades or centuries or millenniums, but the Bible calls man's life only a matter of a few "days." And they are as grass! How short a life span grass has, how insignificant is grass, how brief, passing unenduring. Well, our lives are like that. He says, "As a flower of the field." Field flow​ers, that spring up we know not whence, and go as quickly. So man flourisheth! Makes a grand display for a short time, then, verse 16, "The Wind passeth over, (blasts it) and it is gone." Life is going . . . going . . . GONE!

Somebody says, "Where is so‑and​-so?" "He's gone." And the place where he lived and carried on his activity shall know him no more. That's the transiency of our physical life.

But that isn't the end of the picture! Verse 17 turns to the child of God and his never‑dying soul and says, "But, the MERCY OF THE LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear Him." Thank God for the LORD! Thank God for our eternal souls, and for our future life.

The mercy of the Lord is FROM everlasting. He has always had a heart of mercy toward us. Even in Eternity as He thought about us. He thought in terms of mercy! From the moment He planned to create us and purposed to bring us into being, He had mercy on us; saw our sinful lives in preview and LOVED US ANYHOW.

And His mercy will be TO everlast​ing. Will His mercy ever fail? Will He get tired of our stumbling, failing, and sinning? No. Will He ever give us up? Will His loving kindness and fatherly attitude fail? No, for "God's mercy is TO EVERLASTING, upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness unto children's children." God even blesses the grandchildren! This includes bless​ing on them, for the people who fear and love Him and trust Him and come before Him with humility, confessing our sin and taking the humble atti​tude of sinners just trusting the Grace and Mercy of our God! No wonder Paul talked about God's marvelous Grace and free Forgiveness toward guilty sinners!

Friend, have you taken your place as a sinner before God, and claimed His mercy through Jesus? If not, won't you claim it now? For believe me, God says the man or the woman who re​jects Christ and turns his back on God shall die WITHOUT MERCY. So won't you trust the Lord today and be saved before it is too late? Do you want your sins forgiven? Go alone right now and claim this wonderful Psalm. Read it over, and pray it before God, and God will forgive you and you'll have His mercy, forever and ever.
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