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Ephesians 4:8

In Ephesians, the fourth chapter, verses 7 to 16, we have Christ's gifts through the Spirit, to the church.

Our text is Ephesians 4:8. "When He ascended on high.. . " After dying on the Cross and rising from the dead on the third day Christ appeared to the apostles for forty days and nights. He was then ready to go back into heaven. Before chosen witnesses, a cloud came down and overshadowed Him and took Him up out of their sight, up into Heaven to God's right Hand. That is the ASCENSION of the Lord Jesus Christ, and it is referred to here. "When He ascended on high, He gave gifts unto men." After He left this world, He sent back gifts to men in order that we might do His will in this world.

If you want an outline of this passage, it would be: Verse 2, The Calling of the Church. Verse 3, The Unity of the Church. Verses 7 through 16, The Gifts of the Church, which the Lord has given unto us.

Now let us see about the gifts to the church. They are individual, and they are collective. "Unto each one of us was the grace given, according to the measure of the gifts of Christ."

Now "grace" here does not mean the grace of salvation. "Grace" has two meanings in the Word of God: the grace of God to forgive us when we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and the graces or gifts God gives us to use for Him, the talents we would not have unless we were using them for the Lord. Paul speaks of the grace of God that worked through him. Each one of us has at least one gift, or one grace, that the Lord has given us to use for His glory. It is a solemn thing to realize that these are given to us directly by Jesus Christ.

Also, the Lord gives to us gifts collectively. The Lord has given to the church collectively four graces, or four offices. "And He gave some to be apostles, and some prophets, and some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers." Notice that we have here not five divisions, but only four. The fourth division includes both pastors and teachers. Let us see now what God has to say about this. The fourth office, the office of a pastor, is also the office of a teacher. They are one, not to be divided. The evangelist's business is to get people saved, and the pastor's business is to shepherd the believers and teach them, to look after their interests spiritually, giving them God's Word. An evangelist going from place to place cannot very well teach the people what they ought to know. The pastor needs the help of the evangelist, and the evangelist needs the help of the pastor‑teacher. So the fourth office includes both pastor and teacher in one.

Now all that Paul was and gave to the church, belongs to me and to you as believers! Isn't that a great gift? Isn't that a great statement, that God has GIVEN US the apostles, and the prophets and the evangelists and pastors and teachers? They all belong to us! They belong to the church. They are not to boast in themselves; they have been exalted by Christ to this particular office.

Let us consider now what each of these offices and officers means to the Church. As I dug into this study, it was a rich blessing to my own heart. When I speak of The Church, I am speaking to you, if you are a believer in Christ.

Now, Christ gave to the Church APOSTLES. After careful study of every reference to the word "apostle" found in the New Testament, I reached the conclusion that the apostles were the FOUNDATION MEN of the Church. They were "foundational." One of the key‑passages that explains "apostle" is Ephesians 2:20. "Being built upon the FOUNDATION of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief Cornerstone." The apostles formed the FOUNDATION of the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ. Not only were they the foundation of the CHURCH, but (as we study the Holy City in Revelation) the wall of the CITY has "twelve foundations" and in them are the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. So the foundation of the City where the redeemed shall live forever has in its foundations the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

The Greek word postolos comes from a verb apo‑stello, apo meaning "off" and stello meaning "to send away with a commission of a definite work to do." So the noun, apostolos, means "a messenger sent on a mission with a special duty to perform." So there we have what an apostle is.  The Lord Jesus, you remember, after He had been in this world and had made a number of disciples, one night prayed all night long, then the next morning He called all the disciples to Himself, and out of all the disciples, He chose twelve men whom He named as His "Apostles," or Messengers, those sent on the tremendous mission of founding the Christian church, a special duty to perform for the Lord Jesus Christ. So they became foundational men in the church.

It is interesting that it was the Apostles who were used, largely, to write the New Testament books. That is, they were the human agents. These Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. They wrote down for us the writing of the New Testament, the sacred records. Most of them were apostles, but all were not. For instance, Matthew, who wrote the first Gospel, was a publican. You remember that as he sat at the seat of custom, Jesus said, "Follow Me," and he arose and followed Him. Matthew was not an apostle. Mark, the writer of the second Gospel, was not an apostle. The third writer, Luke, was not an apostle. He was a doctor, a medical man. He loved Jesus and loved Paul and went with Paul on a missionary journey and gave to us the Scriptures. But the FOURTH writer of the New Testament WAS an apostle---JOHN, who wrote the Gospel of John. In many ways, his book is the greatest in all the New Testament. Then, the Book of Acts also was written by Dr. Luke. So of the first five books of the New Testament, we have only one apostle in the group, John.

Now, when we come to the Book of Romans we come to an unbroken line of books by Paul. After Romans, we have First Corinthians, Second Corin​thians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philip​pians, Colossians, First and Second

Thessalonians, First and Second Tim​othy, Titus, Philemon. Paul definitely was an apostle, for he saw the Lord and was definitely chosen by Jesus. Jesus appeared to him on the Damascus Road. He was blinded by the vision of Christ. He heard the Voice of Jesus commissioning him to go to the Gentiles with the Gospel. The Book of Hebrews, which comes next, was written by an unknown man. Many scholars think that Paul wrote the Book of Hebrews. The most studious, devout, spiritual men all realize we do not know positively the writer of the Book of Hebrews, but whoever he was, he was definitely a man of God, a holy man who spake as he was moved of the Spirit. Hebrews is a deeply spiritual book. It appeals to my heart in a marvelous way, and it does to all people who really love the Lord.

The next book was written by an apostle of the Lord, James. Then we have First and Second Peter, by the Apostle Peter. Then First, Second and Third John, by the Apostle John. The book of Jude was written by the Apostle Jude. (There were two Judases, you remember. Judas the Traitor wrote no book. The other Judas, or Jude, is the man we have here. He was a half‑brother of our Lord). Revelation was written by John, the Apostle. So at least four books of the New Testament were not written by apostles. Matthew, Mark, Luke and the unknown writer of Hebrews. Outside of them, all the rest were written by apostles, Paul, James, Peter, John, and Jude. After He went back to heaven, Jesus largely depended upon these men to build the church. They are foundational men.  Upon the foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus built His Church, Himself the Chief Cornerstone.

Now in Matthew 16 we have the record of Jesus speaking to His apostles. He was about to go away and He asks them, "Whom do men say that I am?" They answered, "Some say you are John the Baptist, some say you are Jeremiah and other of the prophets." Then He said unto them, "Whom say YE that I am?" Ye, whom I have called, who have lived with Me, eaten with Me, walked with Me, on whom I am depending to carry on My work--‑YE, Whom do Ye say that I am? Like a flash, and filled with the Spirit of God, with the illumination of God, Peter said, "Thou are the Christ, the Messiah, the Son of the Living God." Jesus said, "Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto thee, but my Father in heaven." Then He said, "Thou art Peter, and upon this rock (your confession of Me being the Son of God) I will build my church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it." Nothing shall ever destroy the church I am going to build. I am depending on you apostles to be the foundation men. I am the Chief Cornerstone. I am going to die and ascend into glory. I will send the Holy Spirit. You will lay the foundations of the Church. No other foundation can man lay than that which is laid---Jesus Christ.

He says to all men, be careful how you build! Paul had much to do with the foundation of the Christian church, and he warns us who are preachers, who are following in His train and in the feet of the apostles, to be careful how we build upon the foundation! The apostles laid it. Since then there has been a succession of God‑called, Spirit‑filled men who have built upon that foundation they laid. We had better build of gold and silver and precious stones, and not of wood and hay and stubble, for the day is coming when we shall be tried by the fire, by the Lord Himself at the judgment seat. If our works have been of gold and silver and precious stones, we shall stand the test of that hour. If they have been of wood, hay and stubble, careless and indifferent, not built upon the Word of God, not taking the Truth to the people, then it is going to go up in a blaze, and oh, the remorse of that servant who has been unfaithful! We are to build well upon the foundation the apostles laid. Let us as Christians take heed today how we are building. Let us search our hearts and the Word and make sure we are doing His will in this life.
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