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First John 1:7

In First John 1:7 w read, "If we walk in the light as He is in the light we have fellowship one with another and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin." As we walk in the light of God's Word, as we walk in prayer and the Bible from day to day, judging everything that comes our way whether it is sinful and wrong in our lives, seeking to live a pure life before God, then automatically the blood of Jesus Christ is cleansing us from all sin. It just keeps on cleansing us from all sin. That is the way we stay clean before God, as we "walk in the light" of God's Holy Word and God's Holy Presence. That's the way we stay clean before God. When you first accept Jesus as your Saviour, you are cleansed. But walking in a world of defilement and corruption, you get defiled. The only way is confession, day by day going to God in prayer, going over our lives, asking God to forgive us of things that have been wrong in thought and word and deed in our lives, and the blood of Jesus is available for that. We don't have to beg and beg for forgiveness; God forgives us immediately when we really surrender our lives to HIM.

I was in a certain city the other day for a revival meeting, and I was broadcasting over the radio. At the close of the message, a lady called me on the phone. She used to live in Atlanta. In fact, she gave her heart to Christ in our work and was saved. She said, "It's good to hear your voice again," and then, "but I'm not walking with the Lord as I used to." She was very frank to say that she had drifted from the Lord, had lost her joy and victory in Him and the blessing God had for her.

She made this statement, "I can't live for the Lord in Pensacola."

But I said, "Little lady, you can live for God ANYWHERE when you make up your mind to do it. Daniel lived for God in BABYLON. He purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself. In evil Babylon he walked with God! Enoch, in the times before the Flood, more evil than any time in history, walked with God! Real Christians can walk with God anywhere. They just have to "mean business." That's all it takes.

So she came to the meeting a few nights later and came to see me at the close of the service. I said, "Now let's just come to the LORD, in prayer." We bowed our heads, and she called on the Lord and came back to HIM. Then I called her attention to First John 1:7, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us."

"But," she said, "I don't FEEL right."

Then I reminded her that if a father has a child, and that child does something wrong, and the child comes and says, "Daddy, forgive me," does that Daddy say, "Well, I'll think it over six months"?

"No, he forgives immediately," she smiled.

Well," I said, "GOD is much better than a father can possibly be, than any mother can possibly be."

And that's true. GOD FORGIVES ON THE basis of the BLOOD. But he has to have something to forgive on. The basis is THE BLOOD. BECAUSE of the blood, God CAN and GOD must, for​give us when we come to Him and confess our sins. He would be unjust if He didn't! And He is FAITHFUL and JUST when He does, because He has

COMMITTED His Word! God has given us His Word, and HE MEANS THAT.

So, thank God, as we walk in the light we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus is CONSTANTLY cleansing us from all sin. That is a wonderful thing.

Now the next passage is First John 5:6‑8. We read these words about Jesus Christ. "This is He that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ. Not by water only, but by water AND BLOOD. It is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth. There are Three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word and the Holy Ghost. All Three are One. And there are three that bear witness in earth, the Spirit, the water and the blood, and these three agree in one." Notice, the BLOOD bears witness of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Cross of Jesus bears witness to our own hearts of our forgiveness.

Now next we turn to that great book, the Book of Revelation, and it is interesting the mention of the Blood of Jesus, CHRIST'S DEATH AS A SACRIFICE. The two great fundamental truths of salvation: Christ's death was a SACRIFICE for our sins; and second, it was PROPITIATORY, appeasing, satisfying to God, settling the sin‑ques​tion for us, which WE could never settle. That's the meaning of the BLOOD.

Revelation 1:5, "And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth, unto Him that loveth us and loosed us from our sins in His own blood." There we have the Lord Jesus mentioned, that He washed us from our sins in His own blood. One Version translates it, "loosed." Washed, or loosed. In either case, it is certainly true. "Washed" would take away the defilement, cleansing us. "Loosed" would separate us from it forever. He did both, with His blood! And when we think about going to heaven, and about saints up in heaven CLEAN, with their white robes of purity, and when we read they washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, it simply means that THEY CAME TO JESUS, and their lives were changed because they trusted Him dying in their place. The only way you and I can stand holy and clean in the Presence of a Holy God is to come through the blood of Jesus Christ. There is no other way, friends, but through that blood. Let's remember, He washed us from our sins, in His own blood. When you read of people who were once sinners on this earth yonder in heaven, with their white robes of purity, it is a picture of persons who have come through the blood of Jesus, and now they stand CLEAN before God, not in themselves, but in His blood. The blood of Jesus is the thing that cleanseth us from all sin.

Now Revelation 5:9 gives us a wonderful picture of the blood of Jesus, and it is about a group in heav​en. "And they sang a new song (to Jesus) saying, Thou art worthy to take the book and open the seals thereof,

For Thou wast slain and hast redeem​ed us to God by Thy blood, out of every kindred and tongue and people and na​tion, and hast made us unto our God kings and priests, and we shall reign on the earth." That's an amazing state​ment! They sang a new song! Can YOU sing the song of the Redeemed?  It's a song of BLOOD, the

blood‑sacrifice of Jesus that Jesus died on the cross and obliterated our sins and propitiated God, appeased God, satisfied God completely about our sins, so that now we don't have to worry about it. That's the new song of the Redeemed!

Notice here, "He hath redeemed us to God by His blood." There is no other way we can be redeemed to God, bought‑back to God, but through His blood.

Notice, "Out of every kindred and tongue and people and nation." Redemption, then, is for people, all

classes and color and creeds. No other way but by the blood of Jesus. 

Notice the result, "He has made use kings and priests." We don't stand, then, as SINNERS, We stand as kings!  We stand as priests!

What else? "We shall reign on earth," in the coming Millennium. We'll reign with the Lord Jesus, be associated with Him, all because of what He did for

us on the Cross and OUR FAITH in that blood!  His GIVING His life, and our FAITH in His giving His life. 

Oh, my friends, the two fundamental truths of salvation then are these: that Christ's death was a SACRIFICE, and (this sacrifice SATISFIED GOD about

our sins.

We have it again in Revelation 7:14, "These are they which came out of great tribulation and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." They came to Jesus who died for them on the Cross, and now their lives are clean, their characters are clean, fit for the Presence of God. My friends, the teaching of the blood is that there is NOTHING that can make us fit for God's Presence except the Death of Jesus on the Cross! His SACRIFICE, in our place, is the only thing that can make us fit for the Presence of God. That man or that woman, that boy or that girl---and I say it solemnly, with all the earnestness of my soul that person who tries to approach God WITHOUT THE BLOOD OF CHRIST shall be hurled from the highest heights to the lowest depths of Hell! GOD SAYS THAT WITHOUT THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD THERE IS NO FORGIVENESS! NO REMISSION OF SINS!

In Revelation 12:11 we read, "And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they loved not their lives unto the death." That is a tremendous statement. They OVERCAME THE DEVIL BY THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB. No one can defeat the devil except through the blood of the lamb.

There is no other way. You must come to the Blood of Jesus, or Satan will fasten his grip on your life and lead you down, down, down, to eternal RUIN. Oh, the precious blood of Christ that overcomes Satan completely in our lives.

Then in chapter 13, verse 8, we read concerning the antichrist who is coming to rule during the awful Tribulation Period. In that time everybody is going to worship him except a few people, and these few are described. "And all who dwell upon the earth shall worship him whose names are NOT WRITTEN in the book of life, of the Lamb, slain from the foundation of

the world. Notice that expression, "the Lamb slain." The Lamb SLAUGHTERED from the foundation of the world. That means, a Lamb available from the time the world was founded, for everyone who comes into the world. The Lamb is JESUS! JESUS--‑and HIS PRECIOUS BLOOD! There is no other way but this way of the BLOOD OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. WE MUST REALIZE IT.

In the Gospels we have our Lord's own words that His coming death was a SACRIFICE, like unto the sacrifices which inaugurated the First Covenant. The First Covenant, the Old Testament, was inaugurated with blood. Even so, the New Covenant, the New Testament, was inaugurated with blood.

In First Corinthians 11:25, we read concerning the Lord's Supper, "After the same manner also, He took the cup, when He had supped saying, This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do ye as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me." The New Covenant, inaugurated by the BLOOD of the Lord Jesus Christ. You find that in Matthew 26:28 and Mark 14:24 also. It is a vital passage. All the statements of Paul, Peter and John in the Epistles and the Revelation, about the Blood being a SACRIFICE and appeasing God for our sins and NECESSARY if we are to be walking with a Holy God here and hereafter, ARE BASED UPON OUR LORD'S OWN WORDS. He spoke of His coming death in terms of a SACRIFICE! And he likened it to the sacrifices of the Old Testament, which was inaugurated with blood. So this Covenant that we have with God today, the New Testament, is inaugurated by BLOOD, and that blood is the Blood of the Lord Jesus, given in sacrifice, that this Covenant might be OURS! THE COVENANT OF ETERNAL LIFE, THROUGH FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST.

Oh, my friends, may God help us to see! Because there are some people who say, "I don't believe in an old bloody religion. I don't believe in that old‑time religion." I want to say to you that THIS BIBLE IS THE WORD OF GOD! THERE IS A GOD IN HEAVEN! HE HAS SPOKEN TO US IN HIS WORD! HE HAS TOLD US, THAT THERE IS NO WAY OF APPROACH TO HIM, NO WAY WHEREBY HE CAN HAVE ANYTHING TO DO WITH US, FELLOWSHIP WITH US, N0 WAY HE CAN SAVE US AND BRING US TO HEAVEN, BUT THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST HIS SON POURED OUT ON CALVARY, POURED OUT IN SACRIFICE, APPEASING HIM, SATISFYING HIM, SETTLING THE SIN‑QUESTION. It is through THE BLOOD that we can walk with God here, and that God can be with us in death and bring us to live with Him forever.

Oh, thank God for the BLOOD of the Lord Jesus Christ!
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