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ROMANS 5:3

"And not only so, but we BOAST in tribulations, also knowing that tribulation worketh patience." We BOAST in tribulation! Well, a lot of people "endure" tribulations. A lot of people "fuss" in tribulations. But here Paul is saying that a real Christian BOASTS in tribulations, in the hard places, in the tough things of life, in the difficult places; he BOASTS in them. God help us to check up and find out just how much we are living in the victory God has for us.

Now the Greek noun kauchema means literally, "a ground or a matter of boasting," and we have it first of all in Romans 4:2, where we read, "For if Abraham were justified by WORKS, he hath whereof to BOAST, but not before GOD." No man can boast of his good works before God; that is the point. It isn't a matter of glorying in his good works before God. You can glory maybe before men, talking about good works and all the rest of it, but not before God.

In First Corinthians 5:6, Paul speaks of "glorying" in freedom to sin, and he says it is "not good." There in the church of Corinth terrible lust was going on, just as in the wicked city of Corinth, and Paul said that that church should have delivered over this person to Satan, for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. He said, "Your glorying is not good. (Your boasting is not good.) Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven out of the church, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us." Get rid of all sin. That is what he said. They were glorying in their freedom. They thought they could be right with God and sinning at the same time. Paul said no.

In First Corinthians 9:15 Paul says, "I have USED none of these things: neither have I WRITTEN these things, that it should be so done unto me: for it were BETTER FOR ME TO DIE than that any man should make my GLORYING (My boasting) VOID. For though I preach the Gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for NECESSITY is laid upon me: yea, WOE IS ME if I PREACH NOT the Gospel." Paul said, "I have nothing to boast about, in preaching the Gospel. Woe is me if I DON'T. I've GOT to do it." That is the true case of every man of God. You are CALLED, and you can't help it. It is the thing you have to do preach the Gospel. It is a DIVINE CALL from the LORD! Paul said the NECESSITY was laid upon him.

In Second Corinthians 1:14, "As also ye have acknowledged us in part, that we are your REJOICING (your boasting), even as ye also are ours in the day of the Lord Jesus." The souls that Paul won were his glorying, in the day of the Lord Jesus Christ.

You know, that is a wonderful expression, "the day of the Lord Jesus." His day is coming, the day when He will be revealed and honored, as He ought to be honored! Today, He is not being honored by the world, and even by the church, largely. But the day is coming when Jesus Christ shall be HONORED. And in that day, when Jesus comes and we stand in His Presence, the SOULS WE HAVE WON will be our boast, and they in us! That's what Paul said, so let's get busy and win some souls for Christ! We'll have our boast in the day when we meet the Lord.

Galatians 6:13 and 14, "For neither they themselves who were circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may boast in your flesh. But God forbid that I should glory (or boast), save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto the world." There is only one boasting, and that is not in some external rite, but in the LORD JESUS HIMSELF.

Philippians 1:26, "That your REJOICING may be more abundant in Jesus Christ for me, by my coming to you again." That your BOASTING may be more abundant in Jesus Christ. We are to boast IN JESUS CHRIST and in nothing else but Him.

Philippians 2:16, Paul says, "I hold forth the Word of Life that I may REJOICE in the day of Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither labored in vain." That I may BOAST in the day of Christ, that my labors were not empty, but had accomplished fruitage, souls were saved, and I'll meet them, and you Philippians, in heaven.

Then Hebrews 3:6, "But Christ as a son over his own house: whose house are we, if we hold fast the BOAST and REJOICING OF THE HOPE firm unto the end." Boasting in CHRIST, then, boasting in HIS SALVATION is the only boasting that is any good.

Then we have the Greek word kauchesis. It means "a boasting or a glorying." We have it in Romans 3:27. "Where is boasting then? It is EXCLUDED. By what law? Of works? No, by the law of FAITH." Boasting is EXCLUDED from our salvation. No man may boast, because faith is FAITH, and faith is not "good works." We are saved only by FAITH.

Second Corinthians 11:10, "As the truth of Christ is in me, no man shall stop me of this BOASTING in the regions of Achaia." Boasting in the ministry the Lord Jesus gave to him, and in that alone.

We have it in First Thessalonians 2:19. "For what is our hope, or joy, or CROWN OF BOASTING? Are not EVEN YE, in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For YE are our glory and joy!" Our crown of boasting will be the SOULS WE HAVE WON TO THE LORD. That will be our GLORY, in the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Friends, are you going to have that crown of boasting, crown of rejoicing? Souls you have won to Him?

Then in Second Corinthians 1:12 we have our final statement about this wonderful word. "For our REJOICING is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God we had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you‑ward." Our boasting is this: the testimony of a clean conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity I conducted my ministry! Oh, beloved, only a sincere, godly, simple ministry is of any glory before the Lord! Let's remember that. God HELP US to remember it today.

Boasting in Tribulations

Now, back to Romans 5, and verse 3. We have studied the word BOASTING, and in Romans 5:3 we read, "We glory (we boast) IN TRIBULATIONS ALSO." We found that we have peace with God, as a result of justification by faith; we have access or introduction to the Father's Presence and into a state of grace, being no longer in a state of wrath but a state of grace, Christ having introduced us to the Father. And now, we learn that we BOAST IN TRIBULATIONS. That is another result of being justified by faith!

The word "tribulations" is the Greek word thlipeis, and it means "physical hardships, sufferings" that fall on the apostles of Christ. TRIBULATIONS are the inevitable portion of the Christian in this world! You will find that in many passages, all through Romans, First and Second Corinthians. Particularly in Corinthians Paul reveals the stormy life that he lived. There were storms about him. Yet he said that he had GOD'S PEACE WITHIN.  Paul was so absorbed in this Gospel that his sufferings made little impression on him. In fact, God's mercy and love so filled him with exultation of spirit that BODILY SUFFERINGS only weighed like dust in the balances, and ACTUALLY STRENGTHENED his ability to carry on! Beloved, you and I should have JOY in all circumstances. Whatever may come our way, we ought to be able to BOAST IN TRIBULATION, boast in physical hardships and sufferings that come our way in the Christian life.

"Knowing that tribulation worketh patience." That is the Greek word hupomonen, and it means "the ability to HOLD OUT under trials." We have trials; but the Christian HOLDS OUT.

And, "Patience worketh EXPERIENCE." Now the word experience means, "approvedness,” dokime. It is the character which results from the process of TRIAL, the temper of a VETERAN rather than that of a raw recruit who has never been tried in battle! You and I go through trials, and we get STRONGER, like soldiers toughening up. Not long ago I was reading where they are toughening up in the United States Army, because soldiers who haven't been toughened DIE in battle; they cannot ENDURE. That is the way it is in the Christian life. The Christian who ENDURES suffering is getting tougher for any other suffering that comes.

This "approvedness' (experience) works HOPE! The Greek word for hope is elpis. HOPE comes from the strengthening and bracing of character which come from the actual battles of the Christian life!

"And hope maketh not ashamed."  It "does not disappoint,” that's what it means. Because the love of God for us is poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit. The LOVE OF GOD! He agape tou theou. The LOVE OF GOD, and obviously, the love of God FOR US. Here "love" is "our sense of God's love." Just like "peace with God" means a sense of the peace of God toward us. Love is OUR SENSE of God's love toward us. It is translated, "shed abroad in our hearts." "Shed abroad" is ekkechutai. It means, "a spiritual refreshment and encouragement." In the East it is used of WATERING, to POUR OUT WATER, to REFRESH! And here, the LOVE OF GOD IS POURED OUT, IT HAS BEEN, and REMAINS poured out, IN OUR HEARTS, by the HOLY SPIRIT. That means A LAVISH SENSE OF GOD'S LOVE, that the Holy Spirit brings to the believer! Oh, what comfort there is in that! Paul says that all this conscious experience of the privileges of Christ CAME WITH THE OPERATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, dating from the time he first enrolled as a CHRISTIAN, and BELIEVED ON JESUS as Saviour and Lord! The love of God has been poured out in our heart BY the Holy Spirit. That is a great passage, friends.

So the blissful consequences of justification by FAITH 

are:

We are in a state of peace with God. 

We have introduction to the Father. 

We boast in tribulation.

A sense of God's love floods our hearts because the Holy Spirit dwells within, and that strengthens us to be able to endure JOYFULLY every trial that comes in the Christian life, knowing that it is well with us now and that it will be well with us throughout the ages of eternity!

Oh, beloved, this is a great study. MEDITATE ON IT! GET IT INTO YOUR HEART. And above everything else today, let us search our hearts to see if we are REJOICING. Remember the exhortation, "Therefore having been justified by faith, let us ENJOY" all this--‑our peace with God. Let us not walk around scared to death all the time! But if we have faith in Jesus, let us live close enough to God that His love can flood our hearts by the Holy Spirit. If that is not our experience, we are living subnormal lives. It isn't the normal Christian life to go around scared to death, to be defeated by circumstances and enemies and sin. There is VICTORY for the child of God. We praise God. We praise God for HIS VICTORY. "Thanks be unto God who GIVETH US THE victory, THROUGH THE LORD JESUS CHRIST."

As I come to the close of this broadcast, let me ask you: Is the love of God flooding your heart? Do you have a sense of His love for you? Do YOU know what Paul is writing about? Do you have to say, "Preacher, I don't know what it means to have God's love flooding my heart"? Well, God wants to do it. Go alone before Him and claim it, by faith in Jesus, right now. He will give it to you! Just go alone and be honest with God. Just bare your heart. "Lord, I've made a profession. I've gone down the aisle, and joined the church, and been baptized, and gone through religious actions, but I have never known this real SENSE OF YOUR LOVE FLOODING MY HEART, by the Holy Spirit. I do believe on Your Son! If I've never believed before, I do right now! I come to You as a sinner. 0 God, be MERCIFUL to me, a sinner. Forgive me for Jesus’ sake. I accept Him as my Saviour, and I believe that He died for me, and that You LOVE me, and that He loves me, and I want that love flooding my heart. I want to live close to You, in the Bible and prayer and spiritual things, so the love of God can FLOW unhindered through my heart for the glory of God." He will bless you!

Will you do that? God bless you for now, and goodbye.
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