CHRISTIANS CARRY THE ONLY LIGHT THAT CAN GUIDE SOULS TO HEAVEN
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Isaiah 42:6

You know, in Isaiah, chapter 42 and verse 6, God is speaking to His Son Who was to come into this world. "I the Lord have called Thee in righteousness and will hold Thine Hand and Keep Thee for a covenant of the people for a Light of the Gentiles." There is a pro​phecy about Christ, some 500 or 600 years before He was ever born. God called Him. God held His Hand (that is, took care of Him, kept Him). God gave Him for a Covenant, and God gave Him for a Light to the Gentiles: a Covenant to Israel, and a Light to the Gentile nations of earth. There we find that God had the Gentile nations in mind as He blessed Israel with His Light and Illumination.

Now there is a wonderful statement about the Lord Jesus Christ AS LIGHT. When Christ came into the world He brought LIGHT, a Light that was not in the world before! What sort of Light was Christ? He was the Light to open the blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from prison, to them that sit in darkness out of the prison house. That is Isaiah 42:7. He is speaking here of a spiritual realm. Spiritual eyes, that were blinded, cannot see God and heaven and the unseen world, hell. Men are chained in the prison house of SIN, bound by passions and lusts and wrong desires, prisoners to the devil and hell. Christ came to deliver them! Christ did not come simply to redeem Israel; He came AS A LIGHT to the Gentile nations of earth, which means all the nations of earth.

"And He said. Is it a light thing that Thou shouldest be My servant, to rise up the tribes of Jacob and to re​store the preserved of Israel. I will also give Thee for a Light to the Gen​tiles, that Thou mayest be 'My salvation unto the end of the earth." So there we find that Jesus came not only with a ministry to ISRAEL, to Israel's Mes​siah and King, but that He had a mini​stry to the Gentiles, and it is described as LIGHT. And this Light is described as God's SALVATION unto the end of the earth, or God's salvation to every person on earth. That is what that means. So God has no COLOR LINE about His salvation. Not at all. The end of the earth means EVERY HUMAN BEING to the end of the earth. That is, as far as earth goes! It is an expression that means AROUND THIS GLOBE. Wherever you find hu​man beings whom God made, God sent JESUS TO THEM, with the LIGHT OF SALVATION, that they might be saved. "A Light to the Gentiles."

What IS the Light? It is described here as SALVATION. LIGHT is SAL​VATION. When Jesus said, "Let your light shine," in Matthew 5:16, He didn't mean for us to go around and do charitable deeds alone. No, that is what the philanthropists tell us. They are, in the full sense of the word, in the literal meaning, "man lovers," for that is what the word "phil-anthropist" means literally. "Love man." But our job is NOT primarily to "help humani​ty." That isn't the only thing. Every Christian should and will help humanity as much as he can. But our MAIN business is soul winning and the sooner we do that, the sooner these people will get their needs met, for the Light was to bring SALVATION, and Salvation is the business of the Church and the Christian. Show men how to be SAVED! That is our great job--- and our great problem.

Salvation is a Great Light, my brother. A Great Light shone on this poor soul of mine twenty-nine years ago, and I have been walking in the glory of this Great Light! This is a great life of Illumination, of the Knowledge of God, hallelujah. Now there is something comparable between light and life, and between darkness and death. These people "sat in dark​ness," we are told. Sometime turn out your light at night and sit in dark​ness for five minutes. The sinner is IN DARKNESS, and if he isn't saved, he will be BOUND in the BLACKNESS OF DARKNESS, FOREVER. That is Jude 1:3. Now Jesus came to give Light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of Death. We read, "The tender mercy of our God, whereby the Day​spring from on high visited us." The "dayspring" means the SUNRISE. The Sunrise out of heaven has visited us, to give light to those who sit in darkness! CHRIST is that Sunrise, the Great Il​luminator!

Again in John 1:24 we read of Him as the Light-bringer. "In Him was life, and the life was the LIGHT of men." HE was the Light, to illuminate men. It has always been true. HE is the only Light. And the man or woman WITH​OUT Christ shall walk in DARKNESS. John was a witness of the Light. We read in John 1:7, "The same (John) came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him (John) might believe." That is, that all men in John's day might, through him, believe on JESUS. That is what YOU and I are to do: we are to be WITNESSES of the Light. Every living creature has focused upon him the Light of Jesus. If he is going to hell, it is his own fault.

But in John 9:5 He says, "While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world." He has been away from the world now for nearly 2,000 years. Who is the light-bearer to a lost world to​day? The answer is, THE CHURCH is now the LIGHT-BEARER to a lost world, in the absence of Jesus. In Re​velation 2 and 3, we see Christ walk​ing up and down in the midst of the churches. The seven stars are angels, or pastors of the seven churches. The seven candlesticks (literally, lamp​stands) are the seven churches. A LAMPSTAND does not shine; it is only the vessel, the container holding the oil and the wick in the old-fashioned lamps of their day. We do not have any light in ourselves. It is CHRIST THE LIGHT shining IN us, the lampstand! It is a borrowed light that we use. Now the CHURCH is a candlestick, or lamp​stand, and every one of our churches ought to be throwing out LIGHT, of the knowledge of God in salvation. To​day churches are so cold, so many of them! Many of them just go through all the motions of religion from year to year, but many are not bringing LIGHT to those who are sitting in darkness. Where, where, WHERE is the LIGHT? Are our churches SHIN​ING for Christ? Shining out HIS LIGHT? Christ has come to give LIGHT, not only to His Church, but also to the whole WORLD. Where is the Holy Spirit in our church services today?

Now third, not only do we find that Christ was the Light when He was in the world; and that in His absence the CHURCH (the lampstand) is the Light, holding the Light of His knowledge to a lost world; but THE INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER is a lampstand or a light bearer. WE do not shine; it is CHRIST who shines in us and through us. It is not we ourselves, but HE. We sing, "Shine, shine, just where you are . . . . Send forth the light, into the night; shine just where you are." But, we CAN'T shine. The Scripture says, "Let your LIGHT shine." It doesn't say for you to shine, but you are to let your LIGHT shine. If we haven't any light, there won't BE any shining. If Christ dwells in our hearts, then we are just to let Him live His life unhindered through us. The Lord never did tell us to shine; He said, "Let your light shine." Don't hinder the Light from shining through you, if Christ is in your heart. WE don't shine. I can't. You can't. The HOLY SPIRIT is the only One Who shines. HE is the OIL. I am the lampstand to carry HIM a​round to do the shining. We are can​dlesticks, or lampstands. We are BEARERS of the LIGHT. We are NOT the Light; we have no light in our​selves. 

We haven't even LIFE in our selves. Jesus said, "He that hath the SON hath life," and a man who has not Jesus dwelling in his heart has no LIFE. That is First John 5:12. "He that hath the Son hath life." You say that you have eternal life. Do you have THE SON? Does He dwell in you? Is He real to you and vital to you in your life and heart? If I HAVE CHRIST, I have LIFE; if I do NOT have Christ, I do NOT have life. There is no life independent of the Person of Jesus. I have eternal life only as He dwells in me, for that life is in HIM. That is why the sinner must definitely receive a Person in his life to have Life. My brother, it is a solemn busi​ness to realize that these bodies of ours are the dwelling place of the Divine Trinity, the Living God! That is why the Apostle Paul in First Corinthians has such an abhorrent tone to his writing when he says, "What? You are talking

about being CHRISTIANS and yet you let your body come in contact with lust and sin? That is impossible. Don't you know your bodies are the Temple and Dwelling Place of the SPIRIT OF GOD? Will you let your BODY, GOD'S DWELLING PLACE, be joined to a harlot? To SIN, to LUST? God forbid!"

Jesus said, "WE will come unto Him (a believer), and make Our Abode with him." That means the Father and the Son will come to take up Their abode or dwelling in our heart. And, nothing LESS than that is SALVA​TION, or Christianity, or the New Birth! When you get converted, and you turn around from your old self ​life and walk in your own way and try to live your own life apart from God, when you turn to God and accept JESUS as your Saviour honestly, then GOD comes into your heart to DWELL, to LIVE IN YOU. Now that's what real salvation is, and you are to let that Light SHINE! You are not to hin​der God, but through prayer and the Word of God and God's House and the services of God, you are to let your light shine. God shines through you! It isn't something of yourself; you just let Him shine. If He dwells there, He WILL shine. If He is there, He will manifest Himself in your heart and mind and soul, UNLESS you hinder Him, by SIN.

In First Corinthians 6:19 the Lord tells us, "What, know ye not that your body (that body of yours) is the Tem​ple of the Holy Ghost which is IN you, and which ye have OF GOD, and ye are not your own?" YOUR body and MY body are the dwelling place of the Triune God! Brother, if we kept that before us constantly we would act dif​ferently, speak differently, and we would do some things a little different​ly, wouldn't we? If you realize that you are CARRYING GOD WITH YOU wherever you go, in that room, to that place, and so forth, there would be a lot of places you wouldn't go if you realized that GOD was there with you. There are a lot of books you wouldn't read. There are a lot of things you wouldn't do, a lot of people you wouldn't associate with in the way they are living. No, if we kept before us constantly this truth, that "My body is God's House; God lives in my body; wher​ever I walk I am carrying GOD with me," there would be some places we wouldn't go. There would be some things we wouldn't look at. There would be some books we wouldn't read and some things we wouldn't do. 

It is the TRUTH, friends, of every born again Christian. If you have ever sincerely received JESUS into your heart as your Saviour, that is a FACT ABOUT YOU. Your body is His Temple. Your body is SACRED. You wouldn't take some filthy magazines to a Temple of God, would you? You wouldn't take some dirty novels into a sanctuary of God's House, would you? Nearly all the "best sellers" today on the news​stands are DIRTY, according to the reviews in the New York Times. The other day my son in college had to make a book report on a filthy novel by Ernest Hemingway, as dirty as it could be, filthy, spiritually obscene; and the teachers are saying that "young people ought to know these things." Well, there is some knowledge not worth having. The devil in the Garden of Eden tempted the woman to eat of the tree of "the knowledge of good and evil" and God had said, "The day thou eatest thereof, thou shalt DIE." There is some knowledge I DON'T WANT. I don't want the knowledge that would lead me to SIN. I don't want the knowledge that would DIST​ANCE GOD from me. I don't want that. I don't want the knowledge that would torment my soul by alienation from God! There is one thing I've got to do as a Christian: I've got to know that God is in my heart UNHINDERED, and that my eyes are not looking at something He forbids and my ears are hearing something He forbids, and my tongue is speaking something He for​bids, and my hands handling some​thing He forbids, and my feet are walking in places He forbids, places that would grieve HIM. GOD DWELLS IN MY BODY, and wherever I go I am taking God with me, if I am a Christ​ian. If that is not true, then I am not a Christian.

Now God says, "Let your light shine." SHINE! I want to emphasize that. If you are saved, you have a Light dwelling in you. God is there---the Spirit! Let the Light shine! Let Him shine through you. If you went out on a farm where there were no electric lights and you saw a farmer light the lamps at evening time and deliberately set them in a corner and place a bushel measure over them, to HIDE their light, you would think he was out of his mind. Lights are MADE to shine, not to be hidden away! My friends, that is what Christians are made for. That is why they are left in this world---to SHINE OUT so that people won't stumble on in darkness, the darkness of death and sin and the paths of the devil leading down to a devil's hell. And yet multitudes are doing just that. God help us! Our RESPONSIBILITY today is to SHINE for the Lord. God help us today to SHINE FOR JESUS.

Friends, let's go alone before God. Let's search our hearts today and see if there is SIN in our heart and life that would grieve God, for our bodies are the TEMPLE of GOD.
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