CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY

Jesse M. Hendley

Matthew 25:14-29

I pray that the Lord will bless us now as we meditate on the fact that He wants us to walk with Him.

There is a responsibility when we come to the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, to live FOR HIM. How we need to mean business for our Master!

A party of gentlemen was sitting on the deck of a steamer coming up the Delaware River, after dark, looking with admiration upon the clouds illuminated by a great fire in the city of Philadelphia. When they landed, one of the men was handed a message: "Your factory has been entirely destroyed by fire." He had been looking at a blaze that had made him almost penniless, the destruction of his own livelihood.

There are many people like that who are rejecting Christ, and they are going to be homeless for Eternity. They are smiling and laughing, as they look on the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, but their only hope is being burned down right before their eyes! Their only hope is fading away! They have, only so long, only a certain length of time to prepare. They seem to think they have forever to prepare, but no, we have just a short time to get ready to meet God. If you are wise, friend, you will make that preparation, and make it immediately, by coming to Christ by faith and assuming your responsibility as a child of God.

For there ARE responsibilities. In Matthew 11:20, Jesus upbraided the cities wherein most of His mighty works were done because they repented not. Jesus said, "It shall be more tolerable for the wicked cities of Tyre and Sidon, in the Day of Judgment, than for you." The responsibility of REPENTANCE is upon every person who hears the Gospel.

There are many people today who have not heard the Word of God. They do not have Bibles. There are millions who have never heard about Jesus, never heard the Plan of Salvation, never heard about a Holy God, and Eternity, the God we are going to meet when we leave this world. They haven't heard the truths we have heard! THEIR responsibility is not as great as ours. But the responsibility of those who HAVE heard the truth, but who have rejected it, IS GREAT.

God's Word says, "Buy the Truth and sell it not." Don't sell the truth, friends. Particularly, ETERNAL Truth, the truth of your SOUL, for soon you are going to be in the spiritual realm.

Some people say, "I don't think we ought to deal with the 'spiritual.' It is too unreal." It will be real enough to you in a few more years, my friend! You are going to LEAVE this world. You are going to leave your loved ones, and your home, and your job. You are

going to leave your BODY. You are going out into the 'spiritual' world. You are GOING. You HAVE to go. Nothing in the world can keep you from it.

Are you among those who say, "We know nothing about the 'spiritual' world so why bother about it?" Better bother about it! It is going to be a bother on your death‑bed, when you come to the end of the way, and you find yourself unsaved! It is, going to be a tremendous bother to you then. Then you will know your responsibility. You cannot say, "I did not know about the truth!"

I have come to the place that when I read in the Bible about "angels" it makes me stop. I hesitate. I realize this is a generation that doesn't believe in angels. I believe in angels, because God's Word says so. I believe that CHRIST knew more about the spiritual world than YOU know, or I know. He proved Himself to be the Son of God. He went back into that world. He left us this Blessed Revelation of what is waiting over there. All that we can KNOW of Eternity is found in this Blessed Book.

You say, I don't believe it."

Well, brother, if that is your attitude, without investigation, you are a fool. Now I didn't call you that; GOD calls you that! God says it is only a fool who makes up his mind about something without investigating it. A real scientific mind will not make a statement or pass judgment, until he has all the facts at hand, until he has studied the case very carefully. And yet, tens of thousands of people THINK they are "scientific" when they say, "I don't believe the Bible is the Word of God." You'd BETTER believe it, friend. You have got to meet the GOD of the Bible at the end of life's journey. At the end of unbelief is Hell. You will be shut out of Heaven. You will meet angels, too, who will bind you and cast you into the Furnace of Fire.

I didn't say that; JESUS said it. Would YOU dare challenge JESUS CHRIST? No. If you would, you are a mighty bold personality. You won't challenge Him on your death‑bed. You won't do it thirty seconds after you are dead. You will lift up your eyes IN HELL! YOU WON'T CHALLENGE Jesus Christ.

There are no "atheists" in Eternity. People in heaven believe in God, Christ, the Bible, angels, and miracles. People in Hell believe in God, Christ, the Bible, angels, and miracles! It is only these poor, ignorant people of earth who doubt God's tremendous truths. IGNORANCE! Ignorance has taken people to Hell. But, as with the Law, WITH GOD ignorance is no excuse! If you have a Bible, you can investigate. I challenge ANY PERSON to come to this Bible with an open mind. You will wind up believing on God and Christ and Heaven and Hell and Angels and Miracles. You will BELIEVE, when you study it carefully and when its truths begin to come into your heart. And let me say to you that THIS IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY.

You must take the responsibility. Jesus Christ upbraided cities in which most of His mighty works were done because they REPENTED NOT. Jesus came, and He did His mighty works, in order that men might repent. Why? Because any man who doesn't repent is LOST! God cannot take people into Heaven without repentance!

"What is repentance, Preacher?"

It is the solemn recognition of your weakness, your sinfulness, your hopelessness, your helplessness to save yourself, and your utter DEPENDENCE UPON GOD to save you; that you are a lost, doomed, damned soul, if the Eternal God doesn't SAVE you! You are sorry that you have ignored Him, sorry that you have been indifferent to Him, sorry that you have ignored His Christ; and His Gospel, and you realize your tremendous responsibility of living your life WITH and FOR GOD. You come to HIM. From sin you turn right about face. And from that moment on, you live for the LORD. That is repentance. Anything short of it cannot save you.  

God's ultimatum to every soul is to re​pent or perish. Take your choice! Repent or go to HELL. "I hope you'll let Me save you," God says. He proved it by giving you His Son, by writing the Bible; by having it written through inspired men of God, in order that we might know the way from Hell to Heaven, from sinfulness to holiness, from misery and despair and remorse, to the glor​ious plains of the City of God! But the RESPONSIBILITY is yours, to RE​PENT.

"The kingdom of heaven," said the Lord Jesus, "is as a man traveling into a far country, who called his servants and delivered unto them his goods. Un​to one, he gave five talents. Unto an​other, two; another, one; according to his several ability. Straightway, the man took his journey. After a long time, the lord of the servants returned and reck​oned with them. He that received the five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, "Lord, thou deliveredst unto me five talents. Behold, I have gained beside them five talents more.' He that had received two, came and said unto him, `Lord, thou deliveredst unto me two talents. Behold I have gained two more talents." "I have GAINED for You! My life has been a GAIN for You, Jesus." His lord said unto him, `Well done, good and faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful over a few things; I will make thee ruler over many things. Enter thou unto the joy of thy lord.' Then he which had received the one talent said, `Lord, I knew thee, that thou art a hard man, reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed. I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent in the earth. Lo, there thou hast that which is thine.' The Lord answered and said unto him, 'Thou wicked and slothful servant!"

There are five words, friends, that ought to strike terror to us who are Christians! A WICKED and SLOTHFUL servant! Jesus didn't say he was wicked because he was living in shame; he was wicked because he DID NOT USE his life to GAIN FOR HIS MASTER!  Thou wicked, thou LAZY, servant! Jesus Christ has no place in His Kingdom for LAZY folk! He is looking for LABOR​ERS! LABORERS to go out in the fields and WORK and win others for Jesus Christ!

"Thou knewest that I reap where I have sown not, and gather where I have not strawed. Thou oughtest therefore to have given my money to the bankers, and then at my coming, I should receive mine own WITH USURY. Take ye, therefore, the talent from him! Give it unto him that hath ten talents! Unto everyone that hath, shall be given, and he shall have abundance. But FROM him that hath not, shall be TAKEN AWAY even that which he hath."

I wonder, friends. Will it be, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant?" Or will it be, "Thou WICKED and SLOTHFUL servant" at the end of life's journey?

Is the Lord speaking to you, today, through His Word? This Message didn't just come to you by accident. It didn't come simply through a man. YOU HAVE HEARD A SOLEMN MESSAGE FROM GOD!

Friends, you and I are responsible to HEAR and HEED the Word of God. I am praying that you will say. "I see the importance of it! I see my responsibility, and by the grace of God, I will trust CHRIST and live for and obey GOD."

Will you do it? God bless you.
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