CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

Jesse M. Hendley

Philippians 2:2-3,3:15, 4:2

There are four chapters in the Book of Philippians. You know, it is rather difficult to outline this book. Someone has well said,"You don't outline a love‑letter; you just read it and enjoy it." And so it is with Philippians. Yet there are certain great truths here, consistent in the thinking of the writer Paul, and he brings out one theme: it is the word "mind.”

You know, God is wonderful in the Bible. Some Christians do so little studying in the Bible! One time in a certain church I preached on The Second Coming of Christ. It was a plain, Biblical message, passage after passage of the Word of God. A middle-aged lady came to me afterward and said, "My father was a preacher. I heard him preach for many years, and I never heard him say anything like that." I realized then, as a young preacher, that a man could preach and preach and preach, and yet never deal with the real teachings and great truths of the Bible! I have found that all over the country people are HUNGRY, for the Word of God. They WANT God's Word. And as much as we need evangelism, yet we need much accurate TEACHING of the Word of God today. 

How happy is the minister who is TEACHING his people the Word of God. A pastor‑friend of mine has about 250 people in his mid‑week service, studying the Word of God. He calls it the Crusaders' Hour, and in his bulletin, he puts down some particular question about the Word of God, and goes into it just a little bit on one page of the bulletin, then at the bottom says, "Come to the Crusaders' Hour with your Bible, notebook, and pencil, and find out the answer to this particular question." And God is blessing. The Bible still draws the minds of thinking people!

Now Philippians was written with this thought uppermost: that all Christians should be of the same mind, in the Gospel. The word "mind" runs all through this wonderful letter. And a wonderful letter it is!

For instance, chapter two, verse two: "Fulfill ye my joy that ye be like minded." Christians ought to have the same kind of mind. They ought to think the same way, instead of having diversities of ways. Paul writes, "Be like‑minded." Have the same love. Be of one accord.

Then verse three: "Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself." What a revolution would take place in our churches, friends, if only we practiced that ONE statement! Let nothing be done in strife or vainglory. Let each esteem others better than himself.

I've been in many, many churches, and I have found God's Plan was all torn up and laid aside, and all because of strife and desire for glory! I have seen churches where one individual was in control of everything. I need not tell you that is not God's Plan. His Plan is for Christians to come together, in prayer, and in love, and in discussion of things they want to do, and let the will of the whole group be done. Wherever you find one man imposing his will upon an entire congregation; or where you find one little group or clique dominating; or where you find a board of deacons in control; there you will find strife, and God is limited. Where there is desire for vain glory or for control over others, there God cannot operate in great spiritual and abiding power.

You may know of a church that seems to be doing well, with a small group in control. But beloved, if you could see behind the scenes, you would see that the work of God is actually being hindered and people are being hindered. And when the unsaved know about all the strife and vainglory, they say, "Well, if Christians act that way, I don't want to be a part of it." I've seen that happen time and time again. So many churches are torn asunder because of one man or one clique trying to run the whole work of God, when God's Plan is for the church, as one body, to come together after prayer and study, and discuss the matter, and that the will of the majority, of Christians, should prevail. God cannot operate when some seek elevation above others.

Then in verse 20 we read, "I have no man like‑minded who will naturally care for your state." Paul was saying, "Timothy has such a marvelous mind, the mind of Christ Himself. Timothy cares for your state."

One time the great general of the Salvation Army, William Booth, could not attend one of the great conferences of the Army because of some pressing work that he was doing. But he sent them a message with the theme he wanted them to have for that conference. It was only one word: OTHERS.

How Christ‑like, to be seeking OTHERS for God; looking away from self and helping OTHERS, winning OTHERS FOR CHRIST.

We read also, in chapter 3, verse 15, "Let us, therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded. And if in anything ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal this unto you." God tells us the kind of mind we ought to have, in the New Testament. Will you please tell me how anyone could THINK such thoughts, and LIVE such thoughts when they don't even KNOW the thoughts they are supposed to think? The more you study the Bible, the more you think the Bible way; and when you think the Bible way, you are THINKING GOD'S THOUGHTS. Brother, that is the godly life. No one can possibly live for God, if they constantly neglect meditation on the Bible. It is impossible. You have got to know how God thinks and feels before you can serve others in His Name.

One of the wonders of the life of G. Campbell Morgan was his like-mindedness with God. Someone wrote, "It is an amazing thing how the texts of Scripture leap out into bud and flower, in great beauty, because he studied the Bible so long, because he thought so much in the Word of God, and how everything he touches in the Scripture just opens up like a flower. He can open the Bible just anywhere, and he makes it open up and flower out." People say much of such an ability, "Why didn't I see that? How did he get all that?" Beloved, Campbell Morgan walked with God. He stayed around God. He was with God so much that he thought like God. He became godly, through association with the Word of God. That is the place to find God, to find the mind of God.

You have seen an elderly couple come down to the end of the journey of life, having truly been happy together, and you have observed that they think alike. They have been together so long that their minds run in the same channel. They have trod the same pathway. Their thoughts have been woven together in the fellowship of the years.

Now Paul knew that in the church of Philippi there were two women who were "on the outs" with each other.  So he writes, "I beseech Euodias and Syntiche that they be of the same mind in the Lord." It seems that these two women were prominent in the church, and well, they must have had a little discussion with one another‑--I don't know what it was. I just wonder if Euodias wanted to have a fish‑fry, and Syntiche wanted an oyster supper, to raise money. Whatever it was, they had gotten all crossed up, and Paul says, "I beseech. . ." He didn't command. He used the tenderer word. What a lesson to us, in rebuke! Paul says, "I beseech Euodias and Syntiche, that they be of the same mind, in the Lord." I beseech them to "get together" in the Lord. (That is the only place we CAN get together; in the Lord there is love and unity.)

You know, one of the most wonderful passages in this wonderful old Book is found in Revelation 21:24. I love to read it, over and over and over again! Here is the TRUE U. N. Here is a U. N. that will succeed. "And the nation of THEM WHICH ARE SAVED shall walk in the light of that Holy City, and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honor into it."

The nations of THEM THAT ARE SAVED. There will be no one but SAVED people in the Holy City, you see. Just saved people. The present U. N. is filled with men who are not saved, it is very evident. They have no thought for Christ, no concern for Christ and His will and the things that would please Him. That is why the present U. N. is doomed for failure.

I heard President Truman and General MacArthur both within twenty-four hours time not long ago. These two men were ANXIOUS for peace. They are two serious men. They are not alike in their thinking on all points, but their one theme, their one earnest, anxious desire was for PEACE. The hunger, and we hear it on every corner, is for PEACE. Peace! We must have freedom from war! We must come together. We must have like-mindedness in this desire for peace! That is the cry of millions today. But I remember God's Word saying that there cannot be peace as long as unregenerate men are in the lead.

Now if there is one place where there ought to be like‑mindedness, it is in the Christian Church. Christians ought to be in one accord with each other, not divided. Webster said, "I am an American, and then I am a Virginian." We ought to say, "I am a Christian first, then a Baptist, (or Methodist, or Presbyterian, or some other denomination)." A CHRISTIAN FIRST. Haven't we all been on the same ground, at Calvary? Aren't we all sinners saved by His grace? Isn't Christ our One Master? Didn't it take the same blood of Calvary to cleanse us from sin and purchase us unto God? Isn't it ONE CHRIST we are serving? Isn't it the same heaven to which we are going? Isn't it the same Bible that guides us on our way, that we love, that reveals Him to our souls? Then why should we not be of the same mind in the Lord?

We can be. Maybe I am speaking of someone just now who has been hindering the work of God in the church by strife or vainglory. Or maybe it is the lack of lowliness of mind. Or maybe it is because you are out of fellowship with another Christian. Oh, I beseech you, come together, and pray. The great concern, in this world today, is CHRIST and the winning of souls to Him, all over the earth! And Christian, we ought all to be of the same mind in the Lord to do the job! If you are on the outs with someone, won't you, by God's GRACE, seek to have the mind of Christ, seek to be like‑minded with that one? God will bless you such as you have never been blessed before.

If you are not saved, come to Him and trust Him. Commit you soul into His Hands for time and eternity. He promises to save all who will trust Him! Will you do it?
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