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"Duty" is a word that is very little thought of these days. We hear much of our duty to our country, and that is an important thing; we do have certain duties to our country. One of the saddest things today is that some men are trying to avoid that duty and do not recognize that our nation is in peril right now, and are not willing to pay taxes and whatever is necessary to save our nation in this hour to safeguard our nation from the destructive forces working against her to destroy our freedom and our joy and blessing as we know it today. We do have a duty to our country, and God have mercy on the man or woman who does not recognize that. We have as much a duty as the boy fighting in the foxholes yonder, trying to protect us in this hour.

Then we think of DUTY as revealed in the Bible. We read it first of all of the duty of man for man. We seldom think about duty regarding spiritual things, but God speaks of it in His Word. In Leviticus 19:18 God says, "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, for I am the Lord." Some people have come to think that is New Testament truth, but it is buried way back there in the Book of Leviticus. God said it to Israel, and it is repeated to all of us in the New Testament.

Then again in Matthew 7:12, "All things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them, for this is the law and the prophets. (He means by that, you can sum up all the teachings of the Old Testament law and prophets under that one law.) Whatever you want others to do to you, do ye also unto them, for this is the law of the prophets. Don't do anything to anyone you wouldn't want done to yourself. Treat him, as you'd want him to treat you. Our DUTY toward mankind! We are living in days when men are taking advantage of others---in the business world, in the social world and in other ways. This Bible contains the greatest teaching in the world, and it needs to be applied in our lives from day to day. If we are Christians, we will seek to carry out our duty to our fellowmen, as revealed in the Word of God.

In Matthew 25:34 Jesus speaks of those to whom He shall say, "Come, ye blessed of my Father," and them to whom He shall say, "Depart." It is all based upon their actions. They didn't feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick, and minister to those in prison and others in need. We OUGHT to feed the hungry. We OUGHT to clothe the naked. We OUGHT to visit the sick. We OUGHT to take a message of salvation and cheer to those in prison, those who have done wrong. God would have us take it into them. IF WE DO NOT, God does not say we shall hear, "Come, ye blessed of my Father." Rather, we shall be among the cursed because our lives are not bearing out what we claim in our profession.

You know, I am struck so many, many times at the words in the Bible. They reveal that we are living in a solemn time. We are living in times when men's activity for Christ is very little. We hear, "Believe, believe, believe," to the neglect of beneficent deeds done to others in the Name of our God! God intends that His People shall minister to others in their need. Jesus would, if He was here, and He expects us to act in His stead. So we have a duty to our fellowmen. It is our DUTY to clothe the naked, feed the hungry, visit the sick and imprisoned. We have the Word of the Master. He says, "When you minister to them, you are ministering unto Me."

Then again, in Luke 10:25, we read a familiar parable. I wonder if we are familiar in carrying it out in our daily lives. A certain lawyer stood up and tempted Jesus, made trial of Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" And Jesus said, "What is written in the law? How do you read it?" And the lawyer answered, "Thou shalt love the Lord Thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy strength, with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself." And Jesus said unto him, "Thou hast answered right. This DO, and thou shalt live." But he was willing to justify himself, so he said to Jesus, "Who is my neighbor?" and Jesus answered him, "A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among thieves which stripped him of his raiment and wounded him and departed, leaving him half dead. By chance there came a certain priest that way, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side." (A priest, God's representative on earth, who should have been the first to minister to the need of this man.) "Then a Levite came by also, looked on the man in his desperate condition, but he, too, passed by on the other side. Then a certain Samaritan" (a man that ordinarily would hate a Jew, because they had no dealings with the Jews in those days) "as he journeyed, came where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion on him." (His heart was moved, because he saw a man in need. He forgot racial animosity.) "And went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him up on his own beast and took him to an inn. On the morrow, when he departed, he took out two pence and gave them to the host and said unto him, ‘Take care of him. Whatever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will repay thee.' Which now of these three thinkest thou was NEIGHBOR to the man that fell among the thieves?" And He said, "He that showed mercy on him." Then said Jesus unto him, "GO, and DO THOU LIKEWISE."

And what the Master said to that man who would justify himself, He is saying to you and to me. "Go and do thou likewise." When you find a man in need, any man, he is a brother, a friend, he needs help. Jesus would help him, God is for him, don't kick him down, help him up, whatever his need may be---physical, mental or spiritual. We are here in this world to help men, to lift men UP. Jesus came not to destroy men's lives but to save them. You and I are to take His place since He has gone back to heaven. Our business is the salvation of men, to help men, not to destroy. So our duty to man is to HELP him every way we can and to love him, even as we love ourselves, to act toward him as we would have him act toward us.

Now what about our DUTY TO GOD? Our duty to God is tremendous! In Deuteronomy 6:5, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy mind." That is a tremendous passage, friends, THOU SHALT LOVE. . .THE LORD THY GOD .... WITH ALL THY HEART. . . WITH ALL THY SOUL . . . . WITH ALL THY MIND. If we love Him with ALL, it means that God is FIRST in our lives! There won't be any one to take the place of God: not our wives, our husbands, our children, our homes, and our jobs, nothing we have. HE must be FIRST! And when God is first, everything else will work out well. If we put ANYTHING in the place of God, distortion. Things are not normal. They can't be right that way. God must have the FIRST place. We are DEPENDENT utterly upon God. Our wives cannot help us when we come to die; our children cannot help us. We need God. We ought to love God with all our hearts. We ought to love Him more than we love anyone on the face of the earth. Sooner or later we must leave all earthly creatures and go out to meet God. "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God." In that hour we will be glad we loved and trusted Him.

Notice Deuteronomy 10:12. "And now Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, (to be afraid, that is to dis​obey His laws, to be afraid to disobey His commands), to walk in all His ways, and to love Him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, to keep the com​mandments of the Lord, and His sta​tutes, which I command thee this day for thy good?" The command is "for thy good." So often, like a wayward child disobeying his parents, we think that God's commandments are for our harm, that God is trying to keep us from something good. It is not so. God's commandments to us are for our GOOD. He is trying to keep us from pain, and to lead us in the way of joy and peace. We ought to realize that.

Then we read in Joshua 22:5, "But take diligent heed to do the commandments and the law, which Moses the servant of the Lord charged you, to love the Lord your God, and to walk in all His ways, and to keep His commandments, and to cleave unto Him and to serve Him with all you heart and with all your soul." Notice the repetition of the words found in Deuteronomy, found in Joshua, found in Psalms, "O love the Lord all ye His saints;" cried the Psalmist in Psalm 31: 23. "0 love the Lord, all ye His saints." LOVE TO GOD. That should be the first thing in our lives. When God has our LOVE He has us. We give, to that one we love, our very all. God intends that we should love Him and keep His commandments.

Matthew 4:10 gives us again the truth that God is to be worshipped. "It is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt thou serve." There is a lot of difference between "begging" and "praying" and WORSHIPPING God. You don't even have to pray, to WORSHIP. Worship means that in your heart you are lifting up your soul to God, delighting in Him, thanking Him, rejoicing in God, and giving your love to God. Oh, my friends, do we take time each day to WORSHIP our God? To tell Him what all He means to us? To make love unto Him? To pour out our hearts to Him? To give Him our affection and our thanks? Do we WORSHIP the Lord our God?

The next thing is to fulfill His will for our lives, for God has a will for us. Matthew 12:50, we read, "Whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My brother, My sister, My mother." Those are the words of Jesus. He was standing speaking and His mother and His brothers and sisters came around, and someone said, "Your mother and your brother, and sisters are calling for You," and He turned to them with this word, "Whosoever shall do the will of My Father, the same is My mother, My sister, My brother." TO DO THE WILL OF MY FATHER. Oh, my friends, do you search the Bible TO FIND what the Father wills for your life? Are you seeking to fulfill that will day by day, walking on WITH HIM?

The next thing God says is our duty is found in Matthew 22:21. "Then saith He unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar's and unto God the things which are God's." You and I are to render unto God the things that belong to God, and nobody is to come in the way, in the matter of our souls. No husband has a right to stand in the way of his wife in the matter of her soul. No wife has the right to stand in the way of her husband. No parents have the right to stand in the way of their children in the matter of their souls. We must render, each one of us, to God the things that are God's. Today let's give GOD the right of way in our lives.

God help us to fulfill our duty to Him!
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